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Every year, the Japanese American Leadership Symposium is organized by the Japan Foundation
Center for Global Partnership (CGP) in collaboration with the Japanese American Leadership
Delegation Program (JALD) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

As this year is the 150th anniversary of the first emigration from Japan to Hawaii, at this
symposium, we reflected upon the journey of Japanese Americans by welcoming three panelists
whose ancestors were from Hawaii or Yamaguchi. They shared their family history, including how

their families overcame obstacles in adjusting to life in America.

The Japanese American Experience: Commemorating the 150th
Anniversary of the First Emigration from Japan to Hawaii

[Opening Remarks]

® Junichi Chano
Executive Director, the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership

® Irene Hirano Inouye
President, U.S.-Japan Council

Presentations

[Moderator]
® Tosh Minohara

Professor of Diplomacy and Security, Studies Graduate School of Law and Politics,
Kobe University

[Panelists]

® Darcy L. Endo-Omoto
Vice President of Government and Community Affairs, Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc.
“The Hawaii Experience: Gaman and Aloha”

® David Ono
News Anchor, KABC-TV

“Japanese American Incarceration: Never Again®

® June Taylor
Executive Director and State Personnel Director, Colorado Department of Personnel & Administration
“Defining Japanese Americans: The Diversity Within”

[Guest Speaker]
® Junko Nishida

Cultural Advisor, Museum of Japanese Emigrants to Hawaii
“Building Bridges between Hawaii and Japan”

Panel Discussion

¢ Panel Discussion * Q&A



Panelists

Darcy L. Endo-Omoto

Vice President of Government and Community Affairs, Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc.

Ms. Darcy Endo-Omoto is Vice President of Government and Community Affairs at Hawaiian Electric Company (HECO), where
she has worked for over 10 years. Hawaiian Electric is Hawaii’s largest public utility which, together with its subsidiaries, serves 95
percent of Hawaii’s population. Ms. Endo-Omoto is the company liaison managing relationships between the electric utility and
key stakeholders. She is responsible for the company’s educational outreach, including public and private schools, and planning and
coordinating community events that HECO sponsors or supports.

Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: maternal side from Yamaguchi and Hiroshima, paternal side from Hiroshima and Yamanashi.

David Ono
News Anchor, KABC-TV

Mr. David Ono is a news anchor at KABC-TV. He anchors three shows a day, including the highest rated newscast in all of Los

Angeles for any time slot or channel, Eyewitness News at 6. Mr. Ono also reports on stories from around the world. Since joining
ABC7 in 1996, Mr. Ono has witnessed history, covering events including Hurricane Katrina, Haiti’s devastating earthquake in
2010, and the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011. In addition to his journalism duties, Mr. Ono is devoted to the community
and participates in over 100 nonprofit events each year. The majority of the causes he promotes are related to Japanese and Japanese
American issues. Mr. Ono has won 20 Emmys and five Edward R. Murrow awards, and received the Distinguished Journalist Award
from the Society of Professional Journalists.

Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Kumamoto.

June Taylor

Executive Director and State Personnel Director, Colorado Department of Personnel & Administration

Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper appointed Ms. June Taylor to her dual role in the Department of Personnel & Administration
(DPA), where she is responsible for managing the offices of Human Resources (HR), the Controller, Administrative Courts, the
State Architect, State Archives, and the Employee Assistance Program. The programs and services provided are vitally important to
the effective operation of the state government. Ms. Taylor has focused on improving customer service, leadership and employee
engagement by implementing initiatives that drive discretionary effort across the state’s workforce of 33,000. Under her guidance,
DPA is also leading efforts to overhaul the state’s procurement code and to implement the state’s first enterprise HR Information
System.

Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Yamaguchi.

Tosh Minohara

Professor of Diplomacy and Security Studies at the Graduate School of Law and Politics, Kobe University

Tosh Minohara is Professor of Diplomacy and Security Studies at the Graduate School of Law and Politics, Kobe University where he
has taught since 1999. He received his B.A. in International Relations from the University of California, Davis and his Ph.D. from
the Graduate School of Law and Politics, Kobe University in 1998. His first book, Hainichiiminhé to Nichibeikankei [The Japanese
Exclusion Act and US-Japan Relations] (Iwanami Shoten, 2002), was awarded the Shimizu Hiroshi Prize by the Japanese Association
of American Studies. His most recent monograph is Amerika no Hainichi Undé to Nichibeikankei [The Anti-Japanese Movement in
America and US-Japan Relations] (Asahi Shimbun Shuppan, 2016).

Junko Nishida

Cultural Advisor, Museum of Japanese Emigrants to Hawaii

Junko Nishida is a cultural advisor at Museum of Japanese Emigrants to Hawaii since 2015. She was born in Yamaguchi. She
graduated from Sophia University in Tokyo and received her M.A. in Pacific Islands Studies from the University of Hawaii.

Irene Hirano Inouye
President, U.S.-Japan Council

Irene Hirano Inouye is President of the U.S.-Japan Council, a position she has held since the founding of the Council in late 2008.
She is the former President and founding CEO of the Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles, a position she held for
twenty years. A recipient of bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Public Administration from the University of Southern California and
an honorary doctorate degree from SMU, Ms. Hirano Inouye has extensive experience in nonprofit administration, community
education and public affairs with culturally diverse communities nationwide. This includes serving as Chair, Smithsonian Institution
Asian Pacific American Center; Trustee, The Washington Center; member, American Academy of Arts and Sciences; and many more.
She was married to the late Senator Daniel K. Inouye of Hawaii.
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Remarks by the Representatives of Host Organizations

]unichi Chano (Executive Director, The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership)

The Japan Foundation Center
for Global Partnership (CGP)
was established in 1991,
based on a desire to promote
collaboration and  leverage
wisdom between the people of
Japan, the United States, and
beyond in order to address

issues of global concern. Since

then we have engaged in various
activities, including providing
research fellowships for social science studies in Japan and the
United States and also dispatching volunteer coordinators to
introduce Japanese culture around the United States and promote
understanding about Japan. We also continue to provide support
for symposiums and research projects that are being conducted
jointly by Japanese and U.S. academic institutions to resolve global
challenges relating to security and the international economy.

Today’s symposium is being held as part of the Japanese
American Leadership Delegation Program (JALD) that is
operated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, and is being
co-organized and planned by the U.S.-Japan Council, CGP and
the Yamaguchi International Exchange Association. Although
this is the 18th Japanese American Leadership Symposium, it is
the first time for it to be held in Yamaguchi Prefecture.

This year marks the 150th anniversary of the Meiji Restoration
and also the 150th anniversary of the first emigration of Japanese
people to Hawaii. It was in 1868, the first year of the Meiji Era,

that approximately 150 Japanese people emigrated to Hawaii.
Their journey marked the start of labor migration from Japan in
the modern era, which continued subsequently thereafter.

Today in the United States there is a community of
1.41 million Japanese Americans, who can trace their genealogies
back to predecessors who crossed the ocean from Japan.
Experiencing the ordeal of the Second World War, these Japanese
Americans are now engaged in a multitude of diverse activities in
all aspects of modern United States society, encompassing politics,
the economy and culture. In recent years, we have also seen the
participation of new generations of Japanese Americans, such as
the Shin-Issei and Shin-Nisei, demonstrating how multilayered the
Japanese American community is today.

In today’s world, where debates about immigration and
coexistence are becoming ever more complex, there is much
we can learn from the past experiences of Japanese Americans
and how they overcame challenges relating to community
development, social diversity and inclusiveness. I very much hope
that today’s symposium will provide us with a learning experience
as we hear from panelists and moderators and look back on the
history of Japanese emigration to the United States.

This symposium has been made possible by the tremendous
support and cooperation of Yamaguchi Prefecture, Yamaguchi
International Exchange Association and the Museum of Japanese
Emigration to Hawaii in Su6-Oshima Town. On behalf of the
Japan Foundation, I would like to express my deepest appreciation
to all persons concerned.

Irene Hirano Inouye (President, U.S.-Japan Council)

The mission of the U.S.-Japan Council (USJC) is to promote
people-to-people exchanges between Japan and the United States
through programs that develop leaders committed to enhancing
the U.S.-Japan relationship in a wide range of fields. We are a
non-profit organization headquartered in Washington D.C., with
offices in California, Hawaii and Tokyo.

One of USJC’s major programs is the TOMODACHI
Initiative. Following the Great East Japan Earthquake, USJC and
the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo created this initiative to invest in the
next generation of Japanese and American young leaders. Since
2011, the TOMODACHI Initiative has enabled over 6,700
young people from Japan and the United States to participate in
educational and cultural exchange programs, helping to expand
networks and develop leadership skills.

The USJC Annual Conference is another one of our activities.
Last year, the conference was held in Washington D.C. and this
year it will be held on November 8 and 9 in Tokyo. The conference
is open to the public and we invite you to join us.

USJC facilitates and provides funding for the Toshizo Watanabe
Study Abroad Scholarship Program, which enables college students
to study abroad for one year in the United States or Japan. We also
facilitate exchanges between elected officials in the U.S. and Japan
at the local, state, and national levels. In addition, we bring together
Japanese and U.S. business leaders to strengthen economic ties.
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USJC believes that a strong
U.S.-Japan partnership must

include a vibrant regional

This
will be hosting a Japan-Texas

relationship. year we
Economic Summitin Houston,
Texas in May. The Governor
of Aichi, which has a sister
relationship with the State of
Texas, will be participating. We

are also committed to offering
strong leadership programs across generations and regions.

One of our key programs is the Japanese American Leadership
Delegation (JALD) Program, which is funded by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, with support from the Japan Foundation Center
for Global Partnership. This is the 18th year of the program,
and nearly 200 Japanese American leaders from throughout the
United States have participated since the year 2000. Each year
the delegates meet with top Japanese leaders, including the Prime
Minister, Foreign Minister, corporate CEOs and local leaders.

We thank you for joining us today and we look forward to a
productive symposium.



Introductory Comments by the Moderator

Tosh Minohara (Professor of Diplomacy and Security Studies, Graduate School of Law and Politics, Kobe University)

Iam truly honored to be able to participate in this meaningful
symposium that is being held in Yuda Onsen, Yamaguchi
Prefecture, which also happens to be the birthplace of
Kaoru Inoue, one of the great political leaders of Meiji
Japan. The topic of the symposium is also perfect as I am a
Japanese American myself, with roots in Fukuoka, and thus
I am delighted to be able to contribute in a small way to
this program that seeks to promote mutual understanding
between Japanese Americans and Japan as well as to nurture
the next generation of leaders in the two countries.

The theme for this year’s symposium is, “The Japanese
American Experience: Commemorating the 150th
Anniversary of the First Emigration from Japan to Hawaii.”
Of course one thing that we need to bear in mind is that
when the first Japanese emigrants travelled to Hawaii 150
years ago, Hawaii was still an independent kingdom and
was not incorporated as a US territory. Actually, the first
Japanese emigrants to travel to the U.S. mainland were the
people from Aizu Domain, who were escaping the Boshin
War in Japan. In 1869 they headed for northern California
and founded the “Wakamatsu Colony,” but their settlement
ultimately failed due to a lack of funds and illness. As
such their story has been obscured by the successes of the
Japanese who sailed to the Kingdom of Hawaii.

When one examines the history of emigration to the
U.S., it becomes readily apparent that compared to the new
immigrants arriving from Southern and Eastern Europe,
Japanese emigrants of the same time-period were much
better off financially and also retained strong links with their
home country. In essence, they were not refugees, and in
the prewar years it was not unusual for Japanese emigrants
periodically traverse the Pacific to make a temporary return
to Japan in order to visit family. This was an expensive
affair, but it allowed Japanese Americans to possess both a

“ I hope that by attending this
symposium today, we can not only
reflect upon the past contributions
by Japanese Americans but also
consider the future role that Japanese
Americans can play in making the
world a better place.”

Japanese identity and an American identity. However, the
Pacific War essentially severed this strong connection, and
since then many Japanese Americans have been to a large
degree disconnected from the country of their ancestors,
which is in quite a contrast from Hispanic Americans.

With this in mind, what can we learn from the
experiences of Japanese Americans in Japan? I hope that
by attending this symposium today, we can not only reflect
upon the past contributions by Japanese Americans but also
consider the future role that Japanese Americans can play in
making the world a better place.

As to the proceedings for today’s symposium, the
first speaker will be Ms. Junko Nishida, Cultural Advisor
at the Museum of Japanese Emigration to Hawaii. She
will introduce the Japanese emigration museum in
Su6-Oshima in Yamaguchi Prefecture. I've just learned
that the JALD delegates visited the museum this morning,
where they learned about the history of exchange between
Hawaii and Su6-Oshima, and they viewed rare documents
and exhibits. Ms. Nishida’s introduction will be followed
by our JALD speakers. We have invited Ms. Darcy Endo-
Omoto, Vice President of Government and Community
Affairs, Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc; Mr. David
Ono, News Anchor at KABC-TV; and Ms. June Taylor,
Executive Director and State Personnel Director, Colorado
Department of Personnel & Administration as speakers. Ms.
Endo-Omoto traces her roots to Yamaguchi and Hiroshima
prefectures on her mother’s side, and from Hiroshima and
Yamanashi prefectures on her father’s side, while Mr. Ono’s
family history can be traced back to Kumamoto Prefecture,
and Ms. Taylors family also has roots in Yamaguchi
Prefecture.

I am very much delighted to welcome these three
speakers who despite sharing common Japanese roots, come
from diverse backgrounds and different states in the U.S.
Iam truly looking forward to hearing about their experiences
as Japanese Americans today and hope that this will lead to
a lively panel discussion at the end.
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Presentations

Building Bridges between Hawaii and Japan

JllllkO Nishida (Cultural Advisor, Museum of Japanese Emigrants to Hawaii)

Today I would like to
introduce the Museum
of Japanese Emigration
to Hawaii, based on the
theme of “Building Bridges
between Hawaii and Japan.”
The museum is located in
Sud-Oshima, and exhibits
historical documents and

artifacts about the people who
traveled from Su6-Oshima
to Hawaii. At the time of the first emigration, Hawaii was still
akingdom, and under a government-sponsored immigration
system arranged between the Meiji government and the
Kingdom of Hawaii, from 1885 to 1894, 3,913 people
emigrated from Su6-Oshima to Hawaii. Undergoing
various changes in the political system in Hawaii, people
continued to emigrate from Sud-Oshima to Hawaii up
until 1924.

So, one question is: Why were there so many people
who left Sus-Oshima for Hawaii? There are several reasons.
The first is a political reason, due to the influence of the
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the time, Kaoru Inoue,
who was a native of Yamaguchi Prefecture. The second is
a psychological reason, in that there was a culture among
the farming and fishing households of Sus-Oshima wherein
family members would leave home to earn aliving. The third
is an economic reason, due to the fact that the once strong
cotton industry was in decline and that Sus-Oshima had
suffered devastating flooding. It was against this backdrop
that Minister Inoue called for emigration applicants from
Su6-Oshima, with the cooperation of Dr. Josuke Hino, a
doctor from the town. At the time the sugarcane cultivation
industry was flourishing in Hawaii, after having been
transferred from the U.S. mainland, but it was also the case
that the native population had been decimated by disease
and other reasons, meaning that an external labor force was
required. Some of the emigrants from Su6-Oshima returned
home after working in Hawaii for three years, but there were
others who returned to Japan only to go back to Hawaii
once again, and also others who stayed permanently in
Hawaii. Those who stayed became Japanese Americans who
made tremendous contributions to Hawaiian society in an
era of tremendous change and upheaval.

It was against this historical backdrop that in 1963
Su6-Oshima concluded a sister island relationship with
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Kauai Island in Hawaii. Then, in 1999, in order to convey
the history of emigration to future generations, the
Museum of Japanese Emigration to Hawaii was opened
in the former residence of the industrialist Mr. Choemon
Fukumoto, who had made his fortune in the United States.
The museum houses historical documents that tell the
story of the history of emigration and also displays artifacts
that illustrate daily life in those days. There is also a theater
room and a searchable database of emigrants to Hawaii.

In recent years, increasing numbers of Japanese
Americans from Hawaii have been visiting our museum.
Although they come primarily for touristic reasons, if they
search for the names of their ancestors in the museum’s
database, they can often find some information about
their ancestors’ origins and where they lived in Hawaii.
After returning home, these people do more research into
their family histories, and then return to our museum
in search of their roots. Now there are more than 300
people from abroad who visit the museum each year,
many for the purpose of researching their family histories.
We are delighted that three people who are members of
this delegation have found links to their ancestors in the
museum’s database too.

While more and more people are investigating their
roots, we are also facing the aging of the NVisei and Sansei
generations as well. They are a crucial link in remembering
the past and it is their memories that will help to bring
relatives and families together, with Japan providing the
link. In order to pass down the precious memories of the
emigrants and the history of exchange between Japan and
Hawaii, I very much hope that the museum can serve as a

bridge between Hawaii and Japan.




The Hawaii Experience: Gaman and Aloha

Darcy L. Endo-Omoto (Vice President of Government and Community Affairs, Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc.)

I am a fourth-generation—
American,
born and raised in Honolulu

on the island of Oahu in

Hawaii. I am currently the

Yonsei—Japanese

Vice President of Government
and Community Affairs for
Hawaiian Electric Company.
My maternal great-grandfather

was born in Yamaguchi, but
it is my first time to visit this
prefecture. It is truly exciting to be with you today to share
the essence and commonality of the experiences of Japanese
Americans in Hawaii.

The first group of Japanese people emigrated to the
islands of Hawaii in 1868. After that, approximately 29,000
Japanese came to Hawaii between 1885 and 1893, of
whom approximately 10,000 were from Yamaguchi. Many
of these immigrants worked on pineapple and sugarcane
plantations. They endured very long hours of labor and
performed back-breaking work for low wages. My maternal
great-grandfather was a teacher who came to Hawaii in
1905 from Tonomi in Hofu City. After immigrating he
started a furniture business and taxi service. I would like
to extend my heartfelt thanks to the Museum of Japanese
Emigration to Hawaii, who were so helpful in trying to
find out more information about my ancestors.

Many Japanese immigrants settled permanently
in Hawaii and their children, the Nisei, were American
citizens by birth. However, when the Second World War
erupted, although the majority of Japanese people in
Hawaii were not required to live in incarceration camps,
they lived under strict martial law. It is said that at that
time, the Japanese constituted approximately 37% of
the population in Hawaii. It was against this backdrop
that the 100th Infantry Battalion of the U.S. Army was
formed, comprised of Nisei from Hawaii. This battalion
would become one of the most decorated units in U.S.
history, and through such actions Japanese Americans
gradually came to be accepted in society. After the war,
many Japanese Americans went on to study at universities
across the United States, many of whom attained graduate
degrees and subsequently made great contributions in
various sectors of Hawaiian society. For example, the
late Senator Daniel K. Inouye was Hawaii’s first member
of the United States House of Representatives and later

“ gaman” (perseverance), “kodomo no tame
ni” (for the children) and “okagesama de”
(I am what I am because of you)”

became the first Japanese American in the United States
Senate. He was third in line of presidential succession from
2010 to 2012. Another leader in Hawaii that I would
like to acknowledge is Alan Oshima, President and CEO
of Hawaiian Electric Company. Alan is a Sansei whose
family is from the Yamaguchi prefecture. He is the first
Japanese American to head an electric utility in the United
States. Hawaii is the only state in the United States that is
committed to achieving 100% renewable energy by 2045.

In Hawaii are a few Japanese phrases that represent
our values and beliefs and have bridged our generations,
which are “gaman” (perseverance), “kodomo no tame ni” (for
the children) and “okagesama de” (I am what I am because
of you). At the same time the Aloha spirit of Hawaii is so
much more than a word of greeting or farewell. “Aloha”
means mutual regard and affection for one another with
no obligation in return. I hope that our mutual values
and spirit that have become intertwined will continue to
be passed down to future generations. There are Japanese
traditions and customs that have been adopted by the
people of Hawaii and passed down, based on this sense of
shared values and respect for diversity. At the time of the
Great East Japan Earthquake, a TOMODACHI program
called “Rainbow for Japan Kids” brought children from
the Tohoku region to Hawaii with the goal of creating
lasting friendships with local children through outdoor
activities. The cultural exchange programs between Japan
and Hawaii like this one are too numerous to mention.
This is the proud history of Japanese Americans in Hawaii
that continues to connect us from the past and present and
into the future.

{¥ THE HAWAII EXPERIENCE:
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Presentations

Japanese American Incarceration: Never Again

David Ono (News Anchor, KABC-TV)

I was born to an American father and a Japanese mother
from Kumamoto. Today I am a journalist in Los Angeles,
where I work as an anchor on the evening news program
of a major TV station in the United States. I've covered
stories all over the world, from sitting down with our
presidents at the White House to the tragic Great East
Japan Earthquake, but the one issue that I have most
likely covered more than any other, is the incarceration
of Japanese Americans during the Second World War. For
my country, it is an important chapter in our history that
teaches us many lessons.

In the early part of the 20th century, thousands of
Japanese people were emigrating to the United States and
settling on the west coast, where they worked as farmers,
fishermen and entrepreneurs. They believed that, in
America, what was important was not the color of your
skin or where you came from, but your willingness to work
hard and contribute to society. However, following the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, feelings of fear and hatred
towards Japan spread among American people. Newspaper
articles based on rumor and not fact were written, and
ugly cartoon images of the Japanese people appeared. The
spirit of fairness in American society was lost as all media
outlets became voices for propaganda. Ultimately, 120,000
Japanese Americans, who had lived as American citizens,
were denied their rights and suddenly forced to live in 10
incarceration camps in extremely isolated areas.

These camps were poorly constructed and were
surrounded by barbed wire and guard towers. The
Japanese American actor George Takei has spoken about
his experiences as a five-year-old child, when his family
was taken by truck to a race track and assigned a single
horse stall to live in. However, the people in these camps
were resilient, and planted crops, built schools and tried
to create as normal a life as possible. Some of the Nisei
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Japanese Americans in the camps even went as far as to
pledge their loyalty to the United States and go out to fight
on the front lines, where some lost their lives.

When the war ended, the Japanese Americans were
given 25 dollars and told to go home. However, even
when they returned to their communities, they found
that the hate for Japanese people still had not subsided.
So most Japanese Americans found themselves in an even
harsher situation than during the war, having lost almost
everything. Some people even committed suicide in the
hope that their families could use the life insurance money.

However, in the 1980s, the U.S. Government invited
people who had been held in the incarceration camps to
talk about their experiences, in an effort to bring clarity
to what had happened during the war. It was based
on these hearings that in 1988 President Reagan gave
a speech apologizing for the grave wrong done to the
Japanese Americans who had been incarcerated during the
war as a result of prejudice, war hysteria and a failure of
political leadership. Those words from President Reagan
were healing to the thousands who endured injustice in a
country that prides itself on fairness.

“ Never will we allow a population to be
singled out and robbed of their rights and of
their freedom”

There is one sacred rule that we as Americans believe
in and fight for: That all people are created equal. Our
forefathers penned those words when they signed our
Declaration of Independence. However, during the Second
World War, fear and hate caused an entire generation of
Japanese Americans to lose their right to be treated as
equal. We learned some tough lessons during this period.
It is precisely why today we say, “never again.” Never will
we allow a population to be singled out and robbed of their
rights and of their freedom.



Defining Japanese Americans: The Diversity Within

]une Taylor (Executive Director and State Personnel Director, Colorado Department of Personnel & Administration)

I am a Japanese American with an American father and
Japanese mother. My maternal grandfather was a doctor
from Susa, Abu-gun in Yamaguchi Prefecture. My
grandfather’s father was also a doctor, and my grandfather’s
mother was the cousin of Shinsaku Takasugi. My father’s
mother died in the era of the Great Depression when my
father was 10 years old. My father served as a pilot in the
Second World War and other conflicts, and he instilled
in our family the importance of education and service to
the country. My mother and father met at an airport in
Korea. After they were married, my father was stationed
in Washington D.C., which marked the beginning of my
mother’s life as a Japanese American.

I currently work as Executive Director and State
Personnel Director of the Colorado Department of
Personnel and Administration, where I assist the Governor
in promoting community welfare, growth and innovation.
Colorado has a vibrant Japanese American community,
which is due in large part to Governor Ralph L. Carr, who
was Governor during the Second World War. Governor
Carr refused to send Japanese American Coloradans
to incarceration camps and insisted on protecting the
principles of the Constitution. Thanks to his determination
Japanese American Coloradans were spared internment,
and to this day, some of the largest Colorado farms are
owned by Japanese American families.

If you look at the percentage of the Japanese American
population in the home regions of the members of this
Japanese American Leadership Delegation, in Denver
County (Colorado) they comprise 0.5% of the population,
1.5% in Los Angeles County (California), 25% in
Honolulu County (Hawaii) and 0.33% in Washington
D.C. The percentages vary from region to region, and
depending on where we live and work, our experiences can
be vastly different.

The incarceration of Japanese Americans during the

Second World War also had a profound impact on economic
activity. Before the war, 75% of Seattle’s Japanese Americans
were involved in small businesses, but after the war only a
handful of these businesses remained. This situation at the
end of the war is what led Japanese Americans to assimilate
into American society in order to survive. Among all
Asian Americans, the Japanese Americans have the highest
rate of marriages outside of their own ethnicity, and are
often referred to as the model minority due to the level of
education, higher employment rate and other indicators of
economic prosperity. Japanese Americans also have some
of the highest levels of voter turnout. This is related to our
past experience of having been stripped of our fundamental
rights as Americans during the war, which created a strong
consciousness about the importance of exercising such
rights. Similarly, following the 9/11 terrorist attacks in
2001, there were calls in some sectors of society to reject
Arab Americans. But the Japanese American community
was the first to stress the importance of not attacking other
groups simply because of their faith or ethnicity, and to
warn that we must not repeat history.

One of the themes of this symposium today is the
solidarity and power of communities. It was thanks to
community support that my grandfather was able to
raise his son after being widowed at an early age. This
community allowed Japanese Americans to endure their
hard manual labor and unjust treatment after immigrating
to the United States, and enables us to connect to our
history. While our community has expanded and become
much more diverse today, more and more young Japanese
Americans are asking to hear stories that were difficult to
share in the past and seeking out their roots so that our
history is preserved for future generations. Sharing our
culture and passing on our values, history and traditions is
the key to future success.
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Panel Discussion and Closing

I Panelist Q&A
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Minohara: First, T have a question each for the three
panelists. Looking back on history, we can see that the
United States  acceptance of immigrants is what had allowed
it to develop economically and prosper as a nation. Despite
this, the immigration policy of the current administration
is moving in the opposite direction, contrary the ideals
of a “nation of immigrants.” What role do you think that
Japanese Americans, as the children and grandchildren
of immigrants, can play in response to such an intolerant
immigration policy? Also, it has been reported in the news
today that the U.S. Federal Government, in seeking to
strengthen strict immigration laws, is embroiled in a fierce
legal battle with the State Government of California that is
reluctant to enforce them. Can you share your opinion on
these developments?

Taylor: T am from Colorado and we were one of the first
states to legalize marijuana, which was a source of great
consternation for other states. This is only possible in the
U.S. federal structure, where each state has its own rights,
and that is one of our strengths. The same applies to the
case of immigration, where on the one hand the Federal
Government is espousing a policy that seeks to expel
immigrants, but on the other hand some state governments
are seeking to provide protection and sanctuary. This is
what lies behind the current tension between State and
Federal Government.

Ono: I think that we should look back on the history of
how America was founded. Since the time of the founding,
America has gained a reputation as a great country that
accepts all people, and is a place where different cultures and
types of people come together. Despite the fact that the vast
majority of Americans today still believe that our society
should be a melting pot that embraces and encompasses
people of all races and nationalities, certain events can
suddenly trigger an outcry against innocent persons from
certain communities. Japanese Americans were once the
object of such hatred, so we understand the complex issues
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that are involved. In light of recent issues such as illegal
immigration from Mexico and border closures, as Japanese
Americans we are calling for all people to be recognized as
equal, based on the principles of the Constitution.
Endo-Omoto: From our governor to the Hawaii State
Legislature, Hawaii is a very democratic state. Compared
to other states, I think we are very vocal about immigration
issues. I feel very blessed to have been brought up in such
a strong democratic state, and I hope that we can lead by
example.

Hirano Inouye: I wonder if we could ask David Inoue to
share his views on this topic? He serves as the Executive
Director of the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL).
David Inoue: The JACL is engaged in activities to
eliminate discrimination against immigrants, based on the
history and experience of discrimination against Japanese
Americans during the Second World War. At JACL, we
promote the ways in which immigrants are contributing
to our country, so that the tragedy that befell Japanese
Americans is never repeated.

“ Japanese Americans are calling for all people to be
recognized as equal, based on the principles of

the Constitution.”

Minohara: The Immigration Act of 1924 essentially
banned the immigration of Japanese and other Asians to
the United States. To this date, it is still the most restrictive
immigration legislation
in U.S. history. However,
the proposed immigration
policy of the current
administration  aims
to create a legislation
that would be similar,
if not more strict.
I believe that during

such a moment Japanese

Americans need to speak
out, ensuring that past
mistakes are not repeated. In this way, Japanese Americans
have a role to play in guiding America toward a more
righteous path. On the other hand, Japan can also learn
from the U.S. Faced with a rapidly declining birthrate and
an increasingly aging population, it is time that Japan give
serious consideration to establishing an immigration policy
to stem the decline of the nation. Even though there are a
few examples of foreigners coming to live in depopulated
towns and villages in Japan where they have played an
instrumental role in revitalizing the local communities, it
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still stands true that many Japanese continue to possess a
strong reluctance toward accepting immigrants. Thus with
this in mind, I would like to ask Ms. Junko Nishida for
her comments on what steps Japan should take to ensure
a bright future, perhaps also highlighting the contribution
that Japanese emigration has made to the world.

Nishida: As you know, Hawaii is indeed a melting pot of
different ethnicities living together. During the plantation
days, people did not share a common language, creating
what is called Hawaii Creole English, which was based
on English, Hawaiian and other languages from a diverse
group of people.

Although plantation life wasn't an easy one for many
workers, it nurtured a deep-seated cultural spirit of mutual
assistance in Hawaii. In today’s Japan, the declining birthrate
and aging of the population is causing a decrease in the
overall workforce. In rural areas like Yamaguchi, there are
increasing numbers of trainees and workers from Southeast
Asia. Although the number is drastically increasing, you
often hear negative comments and concerns about foreign
workers or residents in Japan. Whether you like it or not,
we will soon have to face the reality that we need to accept
workers from abroad. I think that accepting people from
abroad who share different cultures could actually provide
us with an opportunity to rebuild community relationships
and person-to-person links that were once practiced in the
Japanese culture.

“Ithink that accepting people from different cultures
could actually provide us with an opportunity
to rebuild community relationships and person-
to-person links that were once held so dearly by
Japanese people.”

Minohara: Irene, you have been serving as a bridge between
Japan and the United States for several decades now.
You also have been an active supporter of strengthening
the relationship between Japanese Americans and Japan.

Based on your own experiences, what do you think are the
challenges that remain for the future?

Hirano Inouye: Due to the effects of the Second World
War, many Nisei Japanese found it difficult to maintain
ties with their Japanese families. This led to a situation
where Sansei and Yonsei Japanese Americans had very
little connection with their roots in Japan, and it was in
response to this challenge that the JALD Program was
launched. One of the goals of the program is to provide
opportunities for Japanese Americans to find their roots
and learn about Japan, and through that experience,
become important leaders in the U.S.-Japan relationship.
Like many Americans, young Japanese Americans want to
find out about their ancestry. They also want to be involved
in continuing to develop and grow U.S.-Japan relations.
Important programs like JALD and the work of the U.S.-
Japan Council create connections with people here in
Japan and with other Americans who also believe that the
U.S.-Japan relationship is important.

Minohara: T think that one reason that Japan is such a
wonderful place is due to the foresight and the immense
effort of the pioneers of the Meiji Restoration, who
accurately read the flow of history and thus pressed
forward with the modernization of Japan. And of course,
it is impossible to talk about the Meiji Restoration without
mentioning Yamaguchi Prefecture, and so I feel it is very
significant that we are holding the symposium today in
this part of Japan. I also wholeheartedly concur with the
comments made by Ms. Nishida. In Japan, the Heisei era
will soon be drawing to a close and a new era will begin.
I think that this provides us with the opportune moment to
look to the future and give serious thought about a “second
opening of Japan,” where we will once again open up the
nation, but this time with outstretched arms to embrace
and welcome the people of the entire world. As moderator
of today’s symposium, I would be more than elated if
today’s session has provided us with the opportunity to
consider a new dawn of Japan’s future. Thank you.
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Japanese migration to the U.S. began during the Meiji Era (1868-1912), and today there are about 1.4 million Japanese Americans in the
U.S. (2015, national census). Following incarceration during World War II, new generations of Japanese Americans have contributed
enormously both to their respective fields of work and their communities. As part of the Japanese American Leadership Delegation
Program, which is co-organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) and the U.S.-Japan Council (USJC), a diverse group of
Japanese Americans who are leaders in such fields as business, public organizations, education and the arts are invited to Japan each year.
During their one-week stay in Japan, the group meets and exchanges views with Japanese leaders in government, political, business and

non-profit sectors.
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The U.S.-Japan Council is a Japanese American-led organization fully dedicated to strengthening ties between the United States and
Japan in a global context. By promoting people-to-people relationships through its innovative programs in networking and leadership,
the Council serves as a catalyst to inspire and engage Japanese and Americans of all generations. The Council was founded in 2008 and
is headquartered in Washington, DC with staff in California, Hawaii and Tokyo. In 2012, the U.S.-Japan Council (Japan) was created
to support the administration of the TOMODACHI Initiative, and in 2013, it became a Public Interest Corporation (Koeki Zaidan
Hojin). The U.S.-Japan Council (Japan) maintains an office in Tokyo, Japan.

(H) http://ja.usjapancouncil.org/ (3%) http://www.usjapancouncil.org/
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The Center for Global Partnership (CGP) was established within the Japan Foundation in 1991 to promote collaboration between the
people of Japan, the U.S., and beyond in order to address issues of global concern. CGP organizes or provides funding for collaborative
projects to strengthen the global U.S.-Japan partnership and to cultivate the next generation of public intellectuals to sustain this partnership.
(H) htep:/Iwww.jpf.go.jp/cgp/ (3) http://www.jpf.go.jp/cgp/e/index.html
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The Japan Foundation TEL: 03-5369-6072 FAX: 03-5369-6042
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