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[Public Lecture in Kyoto]

“The U.S., Middle East, and the World: An American Jewish Perspective”
Date : October 19, 2015  Venue: Doshisha University
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[Public Lecture in Tokyo]
“Politics, Society, and Presidential Campaign in the U.S.: CG P
An American Jewish Perspective” Pkl

Date: October 21, 2015 Venue: The University of Tokyo EEsHESER Y S—



BRMBARZEE

HXt > ¥ — (CGP) X P27 FEL D REOEHLAMNII 2 =T 4O —F—% HARIZEM L., HXRMBEADOERY bT—2
ERET A LMFAELERL TV E§ . ZMEE. HROWEE, BOREBER, TRY7 ¥y -0V =¥ -7 Lo, &

MR ZITVE T,

U.S.-Japan Public Intellectuals Network Program

The Center for Global Partnership (CGP) has implemented the exchange program that invites intellectual leaders from diverse communities

in the United States in order to promote the networking of intellectuals in both countries since 2015. The invited leaders engage in dialogues

with Japanese researchers, policy practitioners and leaders of the civil society, and hold public lectures in Japan.
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]unichi Chano (Executive Director,
The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership)

The Center for Global Partnership was established within the
Japan Foundation in 1991 to promote collaboration between the
people of Japan, the United States, and beyond, in order to address
issues of global concerns.

We are working to build stronger and closer ties between
Japan and the United States through supporting research and
dialogue between the two countries aimed at resolving a wide
range of policy issues that modern societies face with an emphasis
on the fields of foreign policy, national security and international
economics, developing human resources through fellowship
programs centering on policy research, and working to further
increase interest in Japan among Americans by holding open
symposiums and public seminars.

As part of our effort to promote intellectual exchange and
enhance understanding of American affairs, we invited Mr. David
Harris, Executive Director of American Jewish Committee (AJC).
AJC is one of the most prominent advocacy organizations in the
United States. At the public lectures held in Kyoto and Tokyo,
he made suggestive discussions on the role of the American
Jewish community in the U.S. politics and culture that consist of
diverse ethnic backgrounds, the influence of the American Jewish
community in complex public debate about U.S. foreign policy,
and views of Jewish Americans on global issues such as human
rights, international terrorism, nuclear non-proliferation and
national security.

I would like to express my appreciation to Doshisha
University, particularly to Center for Interdisciplinary Study of
Monotheistic Religion (CISMOR), the International Institute of
American Studies, and School of Theology, and to the University
of Tokyo as well, particularly to Institute of Business Law and
Comparative Law and Politics of Graduate Schools for Law and
Politics, Dr. Fumiaki Kubo’s office at the Faculty of Law, and
to Study Group in American Politics, for their cooperation in

hosting the lectures on their campuses.
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David Harris

(Edward and Sandra Meyer Office of the Executive Director,
American Jewish Committee)

Mr. Harris has led AJC, the premier global advocacy organization,
since 1990. He has been invited to speak at some of the world’s
most prestigious forums, including the World Economic Forum
in Davos. He has testified before the U.S. Congress on several
occasions, as well as before the UN Commission on Human Rights.
He has been honored a total of 14 times by the 10 governments for
his international efforts in defense of human rights, advancement
of the transatlantic partnership, and dedication to the Jewish
people. He has written hundreds of articles, op-eds, letters, and
reviews in leading media outlets, including CBS Radio Network
and The Huffington Post. He was a Visiting Scholar at the John
Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies
(2000-2002) and a Senior Associate at St. Antony’s College of
Oxford University (2009-2011). In 2003, he was awarded an
honorary doctorate by Hebrew Union College. Mr. Harris is the
author of seven books including The Jewish World, Entering a New
Culture, and five volumes of In theTrenches — and co-author of an

eighth, The Jokes of Oppression.

c Global Jewish
Advocacy
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American Jewish Committee (AJC)

American Jewish Committee (AJC), established in 1906, is one of
the oldest Jewish advocacy organizations in the United States. Its
key areas of focus are to promote religious and civil rights for Jews
internationally. The organization has 22 regional offices in the
United States, 9 overseas offices, and 31 international partnerships

with Jewish communal institutions around the world.

AJC Asia Pacific Institute
AJC’s Asia Pacific Institute (API) is based in New York, with

representation in Washington, D.C., India, Japan, and Southeast
Asia. API works on influential government, civil society, media,
and business leaders in the Asia-Pacific region and in the U.S,,
raising awareness about the Jewish people and Israel, and fostering
favorable political alliances, economic links, and dialogue on issues

of mutual interest.
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Public Lecture in Kyoto
“The U.S., Middle East, and the World: An American Jewish Perspective”

® Lecturer: David Harris, Executive Director of AJC
® Date & Time: Monday, October 19, 2015 16:40-18:15
® Venue: Doshisha Chapel, Imadegawa Campus, Doshisha University
® Organized by: The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP)

American Jewish Committee (AJC)
Center for Interdisciplinary Study of Monotheistic Religion,

Doshisha University (CISMOR)
International Institute of American Studies, Doshisha University

® Co-Organized by:  School of Theology, Doshisha University

® Opening Remarks:  Koji Murata (President, Doshisha University), Junya Shinohe (Director, Center
for Interdisciplinary Study of Monotheistic Religions (CISMOR), Doshisha
University), Junichi Chano (Executive Director, The Japan Foundation Center
for Global Partnership)

Moderator : Hil‘Oki Sugita (Managing Senior Writer, Kyodo News)

Sugita is currently Managing Senior Writer at Kyodo News. He joined Kyodo in
1980 after graduation from Hitotsubashi University and served as Tehran Bureau
Chief (1991-92), New York Correspondent (1993-96), Washington Correspondent
(1997-2001), Washington Bureau Chief (2005-09), and Senior Feature Writer and
Editorial Writer (2010-13). He frequently interviewed global leaders including
Presidents Vladimir Putin of Russian federation(twice) and George W. Bush of the
US. His current career also includes Planning Committee Member, Japan National
Press Club; Special Fellow at Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University;
Visiting Fellow at Institute for Policy and Cultural Studies, Chuo University; and
Fellow at Institute for Okinawan Studies, Hosei University.

He is the author of “Kensho Hikaku no Sentaku” (Reviewing Japan’s decision
to pursue non-nuclear weapon state) (Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten, 2005); “Samayoeru
Nihon” (Drifting Japan) (Tokyo: Seisansei Shuppan, 2008); “Amerika wa Naze
Kawarerunoka” (Why can the United States change? — reviewing the U.S. presidential election in 2008) (Tokyo:
Chikuma Shobo, 2009); "Sekai ga Nihon no Koto wo Kangaeteiru" (The World is watching Japan — writing about
interviews with nineteen world intellectuals on the earthquake-tsunami-nuclear accidents on March 11, 2011)
(Tokyo: Taro Jiro sha, 2012).

Koji Murata (President, Doshisha University) Prof. Junya Shinohe presents a memorial card to Mr. Harris
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Summary of Mr. David Harris’s Lecture )

Jewish History and AJC’s Missions

Harris: Good afternoon. It is a great honor for me
to be here at Doshisha University. I want to thank
President Murata for his warm hospitality, and
everyone at the Japan Foundation for partnering
with us at the AJC.

I am here today on behalf of the AJC because
of three people. The first is my father, who moved
to Berlin with his parents. He was there in 1933
at age 13 when Adolf Hitler became Chancellor.
From then until the end of the war, he was a refugee
in Austria, then France, then a soldier in the French
foreign legion, and then he spent three years working
in coal mines at a Nazi Vichy camp. He escaped,
and spent the last two years of the war with OSS,
the precursor to the CIA, which brought him to
the U.S. after the war. My father rarely spoke about
his own story, but I asked the question, “What had
my father done that was so wrong that led to these
12 years of persecution, fear, imprisonment, escape,
and courage?” And of course the answer was that
my father was Jewish.

I am also here because of a woman born in
1923 in Moscow. By 1929, she and her family were
among the last legal refugees from Stalin’s rule; and
like many, they arrived in Paris where they joined
many other refugees. They lived there comfortably
until 1940 when the Nazis occupied and invaded
most of France. Like many, they then left Paris
and headed south, and spent the next 17 months
trying to hide and escape the Nazis and their Vichy
collaborators who were looking for the Jews. And
for the second time I asked myself the question,
“What is it about human nature that can target,
persecute, and potentially kill these people simply
for the fact that they were born Jews?”

The third person who brought me here is a
woman who was born in 1951 in Tripoli, Libya.
In 1967, when this young woman was 16 years old,
as a result of the Six-Day War in Israel, mobs in
Tripoli decided to kill the remaining Jews in Libya.

This young woman, my future wife, and her family

were among the very lucky ones. They hid for three
weeks and eventually they were escorted safely out
of Libya. Once again, I asked myself, “What had
this family done?” But I learnt something else: one
brave Muslim rescued them and hid them for three
weeks at risk to his own life, and because of that
brave Muslim who didn’t see my future wife and
her family as Jews alone but as human beings, they
were saved and came to the U.S.

I have learnt three things from these three people.
First, to never underestimate evil. Second, that the
U.S. was the land of freedom and hope. And third, to
never think of people in groups alone. Everyone is an
individual, and just as there are those who have the
capacity to do great evil, so there are those with the
courage to risk their own lives to do good.

The U.S. Global Leadership Role and its
Relationship with Israel

Therefore, professionally I ask myself, “How
can I do good every day?” I took my degrees
in political science, international relations and
foreign languages, and found work at the AJC. I
was drawn to the AJC because it works to raise our
voice as a Jewish people, defend our interests, and
advance our cause in a world where one fifth of
one percent of the population is Jewish. And most
critically, the AJC understands that the condition
of the Jewish people is linked to the condition of
the larger world. I joined in 1979 and by 1990,
I became CEO. There are many challenges and
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“A] C understands that the condition
of the Jewish people is linked to
the condition of the larger world,
and our highest policy priority is
to continue promoting American
internationalism. >’

opportunities, and our responsibility is not only
confronting the challengesbutdefining, identifying,
and seizing the opportunities. The AJC is strictly
non-partisan, and our highest policy priority is to
continue promoting American internationalism.
The cyclical waves of internationalism and
isolationism are an old and ongoing story, but an
America that retreats, and looks inward, allows
vacuums to be created in the power structure of the
world, and ultimately requires America to return
and usually at higher costs.

Therefore, one challenge for us involves the
U.S. global leadership role. Everything we do
globally depends on the projection of power,
will, and commitment by the United States. Our
relationship to Israel is dependent on the outlook
and approach of the United States towards that
“special relationship.” Our relationship to Asia, and
to Japan in particular, has many similar elements.

Moving into the 21st Century, there are a
variety of new challenges that Japan must address
involving the movements of regional powers. China
is flexing its muscles, and testing how far it may be
able to push politically, strategically and culturally.
Likewise, Russia is seeking to assert its own power.
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« We believe that tackling the
issues facing the international
community is our shared
responsibility. >’

With these factors, and the fact that radical Islamic
forces represent a transnational threat, we believe that
the need for strong American leadership is greater
than ever.
However, some  Americans ask the
understandable question, “Why us?” There are
many domestic issues to address as well. Although
I disagree in many ways, from certain perspectives
this is a fair assessment. At AJC, we believe that
the strength of America working alongside our
partners is stronger than any one nation working
alone. We believe that tackling the issues facing

shared

responsibility. We take the view that we are all in

the international community is our
this together.

In this respect, I would like to say a few
words about the U.S.-Israel relationship, and the
AJC’s role. We are often referred to as a lobby
group. In some countries, this word has negative
connotations, but in the U.S., every group lobbies,
and the constitution refers to the right to petition
the government. After Hitler came to power in
1933, it was a “slippery slope” in that the final
solution was a gradual process of taking the human
rights of Jews away, and people being reluctant to
help. So when I, as a Jew, discuss Israel, there is a
much bigger meaning, and I am reminded of what
the consequences are for Jews when there is no
Jewish state. The AJC’s goal is to ensure that the



“Our real goal beyond the U.S.-
Israel relationship is one word:
shalom; salaam, peace. >’

U.S. relationship with Israel remains unique and
special, and that Israel maintains its role as a key
regional partner in the Middle East, with mutual
values rooted in democracy. The issues in the
Middle East are myriad and complex: If America
doesn’t go to the Middle East, the Middle East will
come to America. We are much better off going
there, rather than having another 9/11.

Our belief in the U.S.-Israel relationship is
rooted in common democratic values, and an
understanding of mutual national interests. At AJC,
our position is that while Israel can sometimes be a
messy democracy, it is a matured democracy, and
our real goal beyond the U.S.-Israel relationship
is one word: shalom; salaam, peace. Through
ensuring Israel’s strength and security, our ultimate
goal is to achieve regional peace. On the other

Questions from the Moderator

hand, however, as American Jews, it is important
to demonstrate intellectual modesty. It is very easy
to approach these problems from a prescriptive,
simplistic perspective.

Achieving peace in the region will be a long and
difficult road. When the story of the Arab Spring
began in Tunisia a few years ago you will remember,
many people were very optimistic. However, Israel
and the United states face a stark reality. Aside from
Tunisia, the Arab Spring has turned into the deep
freeze of the Arab Winter. From Libya to Syria, from
Yemen to Iraq; nations are disintegrating. The U.S.
has a choice. We can contribute to peace-building,
or we can pull back, watch and wait. But Israel
cannot pull back. Therefore, keeping the United
States and Israel together is extremely important to
us, both to ensure American leadership, to ensure
Israel’s security, and ultimately one day as they
say in Arabic “inshallah”, in Hebrew “halevai,” in
English, “God willing,” there will be peace. And
until that day at AJC we will continue to work as
hard and as smartly as we possibly can.

J

Jewish Values and American Values

Sugita: Thank you very much for your powerful
speech. In general, persons of Jewish heritage
are highly educated, and have a strong interest
in politics — in fact, the turnout of Jewish voters

in U.S. elections is very high. Why do you think

Jewish people have so much influence? The values
of the Jewish faith include liberty, human rights,
the elimination of discrimination, and humans
being made “in the image of God.” How strong is

the awareness of these values, and how closely are

they being kept in the U.S.?
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Harris: | draw many of my values from the Jewish

tradition, but I am also very proud that many
of those values have become part of American
values. For example, if you visit the Liberty
Bell in Philadelphia, the symbol of American
independence, what are the words that were
inscribed on the Liberty Bell in the 18th century
to give voice to this new country? ‘Proclaim
liberty unto the land and all the inhabitants
thereof.” Those words come from the Hebrew
Bible. America’s founding fathers chose the moral
and ethical teachings of the Hebrew Bible as their
central values. Also, if you look across the street
from the United Nations building in New York,
you will see a big wall with the inscription of the
words of the Jewish prophet Isaiah, ‘a nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, nor shall they
learn war anymore.” These words are meant as a
universal message of peace. These two examples
point to what I would argue to be perhaps the
most revolutionary contribution of the Jewish
people to our value structure.

In Hebrew, we say “b'tzelem elohim.” In
English, those words mean “in the image of God.”
This refers to the fact that all of us are created in the
image of God. Therefore if you visit a synagogue,
you will never see an image of God, because if you
saw a painting or a sculpture by definition that
would exclude a major portion of humanity. If it is
a man, what about woman? If it is white skin, what
about people of other skins colors? If the person is
tall, what about people who are not tall? And so on.

We are all created in the image of God. Liberty

and peace have been the search for thousands of

18

years. The whole goal of every religion, whether
Jewish, Buddhist, Shinto, Muslim, Christian,
agnostic, or atheist, is simply to, after thousands
of years, create peace, protect liberty, and defend
equality. This is the universal value structure that
I take from the Jewish religion, which to me has
applications in every country and every society,
including the United States.

Responses to Destabilization in the Middle
East

Sugita: I would like to turn the conversation to
the current state of global politics. First, I would
like to ask you about the Iran nuclear deal. Will
this have a positive or negative effect on the world
order? Also, there are a number of destabilizing
factors in the Middle East from the Islamic State
to the current situation in Syria. In response to
this, how do you think the U.S., Israel, and Japan
can contribute to stability in the region?

Harris: Regarding your first question, on the Iran
deal, we reviewed it for three weeks, and reached
the conclusion we could not support it. Words are
important but they are insufficient. On the other
hand, the sanctions worked. They were difficult
for Japan to implement, but you did. They were
difficult for Europe to implement but they did.
I believe this is the best path. We wanted to be
hopetul, but while hope is a legitimate sentiment,
it is not an international relations policy. In our
judgement, the Iran deal was simply wishful
thinking on the part of policymakers.

Regarding your second question, about
contributing to the stability of the Middle East, no
problem is contained within the borders of each
country, or the region as a whole. Look at Europe’s
challenge today because of the Syrian refugee
situation. Iran is now in Syria. Islamic State is in
Syria. Turkey, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and everyone
has a stake in Syria. So either we lead or we pray. I
would rather lead than pray.



Public Lecture in Tokyo

“Politics, Society, and Presidential Campaign in the U.S.:
An American Jewish Perspective”

® Lecturer: David Harris, Executive Director of AJC

® Date & Time: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 18:00-19:30

® Venue: Conference Room , 8th Floor, Faculty of Law Building No.3,
Hongo Campus, The University of Tokyo

® Organized by: The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP)

American Jewish Committee (AJC)
Study Group in American Politics

Institute of Business Law and Comparative Law & Politics (IBC),
Graduate Schools for Law and Politics, The University of Tokyo

The office of Dr. Fumiaki Kubo, Faculty of Law, The University of Tokyo

® Opening Remarks:  Yoichi Nishikawa (Dean, Graduate Schools for Law and Politics,
The University of Tokyo), Junichi Chano (Executive Director,

The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership)

Moderator: Fumiaki Kubo
(A. Barton Hepburn Professor of American Government and History at the Graduate Schools for Law and Politics, the University of Tokyo)

Dr. Kubo has been in his current position at the University of Tokyo since 2003. He
is affiliated with the Japan Institute for International Affairs as a Visiting Scholar,
as well as with the Tokyo Foundation as a Senior Research Scholar. He studied at
Cornell University in 1984-1986, at the Johns Hopkins University in 1991-1993,
and at Georgetown University and the University of Maryland in 1998-99. In
addition, he was an Invited Professor at SciencesPo in Paris in the spring of 2009,
and a Japan Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in
2014. He is the author of many books which include: Modern American Politics
(with Hitoshi Abe), Ideology and Foreign Policy After Iraq in the United States
(editor), A Study on the Infrastructure of American Politics (editor). In 1989,
he received the Sakurada-Kai Gold Award for the Study of Politics and the Keio
Gijuku Award.

In 2001 and 2002, Kubo served on the Prime Minister’s Commission on the
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™

Study of Direct Election System of Prime Minister. Since 2007, Kubo is a member of the U.S-Japan Conference
on Cultural and Educational Interchange (CULCON). In February 2015, he became a member of the Japan-US
Educational Commission.

Yoichi Nishikawa (Dean, Graduate Schools for Law and Politics, The University Public lecture at the University of Tokyo
of Tokyo)
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Summary of Mr. David Harris’s Lecture )

AJC as a Defender of the Rights of
All Minorities

Harris: Good evening.
[ am very grateful for
the Japan Foundation
for hosting us here in
Tokyo, as well as to

Professor  Nishikawa
and Professor Kubo
of the  University

of Tokyo for their

gracious welcome here

this afternoon.

The AJC was founded in 19006, initially for
one simple reason: Jews, particularly in Eastern
Europe, were targets of repeated attacks sponsored
by Tsarist Russia. They had no recourse, no source
of protection. Because of this, a group of Jews in the
United States, mostly of German origin, resolved
to form a committee in order to “experiment” in
Jewish political organization, and to enlist the help
of the U.S. Government in defending Jews who
otherwise had no defense.

By 1911, AJC was defending the rights of all
minorities. In fact, at a lecture at an AJC office,
Martin Luther King Jr. said, “When few dared to
speak, AJC spoke out on behalf of black Americans
and Hispanic Americans who were even more
socially marginalized than Jews at the time.”

Speaking of Japanese-Americans and AJC, and
reflecting the understanding that all minorities
depend on one another, in 1942, President Franklin
D. Roosevelt issued his now infamous executive
order, which removed tens of thousands of Japanese
Americans from the West Coast and interned them
in camps in the middle of America. It was not
until 1988 that President Ronald Reagan in his last
full year in office signed legislation which offered
an apology and redress to the Japanese-American
community. I am proud to say that AJC was the
one non-Japanese American organization that
had fought for years with our Japanese-American
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“ Ultimately the best protector
of our rights is the rights
enshrined in democratic rule
—in the rule of law,
in democratic pluralism. >’

friends, organized principally in the Japanese-
American Citizens League and similar groups, to
achieve that result. We understand that Jews cannot
separate our destiny from others.

Ultimately the best protector of our rights is the
rights enshrined in democratic rule — in the rule of
law, in democratic pluralism. To speak personally
for a moment, both my father and mother were
displaced by the conflicts of World War II, and were
welcomed to the U.S. My parents, and I daresay the
parents of many others, instilled in me the notion
that Jews have a profound stake in the wellbeing
and destiny of the United States of America, as it is
a country which has protected the Jews unlike any
other. This is why American Jews are committed to
participating in American politics.

American Jews and Elections

Although there are no formal census numbers, it
is estimated that there are 6-7 million American
Jews today, or approximately 2% of the American
population. The Jewish population is not
growing as fast as some other demographics, so

that percentage is actually slipping. Despite this




c kol Jewish
Adveacy

“One myth is that American Jews
are a single—issue community.
Wrong. American Jews are a
multi-issue community.

fact, American Jews make their voices heard
in American elections. There are three major
characteristics in Jews’ involvement in elections:
The first is that Jews happen to settle in States
which tend to have enough electoral seats to
decide elections — states such as New York,
California, Ohio, and so forth. Immediately,
the importance of the Jewish vote is magnified.
Another key characteristic is that mothers and
fathers like mine taught me from day one that
whether it rains or snows, whether you are tired
or ill, you get out and vote. It is as simple as that,
you vote. For this reason, the commitment of
Jews to voting stands out among other groups
which have a proportionally smaller turnout of
voters. Not all Americans share that commitment
to voting. Voter turnout in American elections,
even Presidential elections, is not something to
brag about.

Jews have the third characteristic: they tend
to vote Democratic. In fact, since 1932, only one
Democratic Presidential candidate failed to get a
majority of the Jewish vote: Jimmy Carter in 1980,
who received about 45% of the Jewish vote. On the
other occasions, Jews have voted as high as 88 to
90% for Democrats.

Now, I want to be completely candid with
you. We are nonpartisans at AJC, because by law

and by temperament, organizations like ours are
forbidden from either endorsing or opposing any
candidate for office. As a political activist, my goal
is to make both political parties fight for the Jewish
vote. By impulse, instinct, or ideology, people may
tend to vote in a certain way, but at the AJC, we
do not want one political party to take the Jewish
vote for granted. We want both parties believing
that our votes are obtainable, and therefore, asking
themselves what they must do to win them.

One myth that I think politicians are
susceptible to is that American Jews are a single-
issue community. Wrong. American Jews are a
multi-issue community, and all of the polling data
shows it. AJC actually does an annual survey on
American Jews if you wish to see actual, longitudinal
numbers, comparing year to year to year over a
span of time, you can visit our website and retrieve
the data, which covers domestic and global issues,
including how American Jews view Presidential
candidates, U.S.-Israel relations, prospects for peace
with Palestine and so on.

American Jews and Israel
It may surprise some of you to know that for
some American Jews, Israel is a non-issue.
American Jews are interested in economic policy
and environmental policy, in social policy, in
national security policy and a whole host of other
issues. Our advice to candidates is not to make
the mistake of patronizing the Jewish community
by going to a Jewish event or a synagogue and
thinking that if you speak supportively of Israel
and Israel alone, you are going to get the vote.
American Jews are like all Americans - they pay
taxes, and they have hopes and fears. If you don’t
address them, they may go elsewhere.

What is then the role of Israel for American
Jews? Most want a satisfaction that the candidate
of U.S.-Israel

relationship. We saw problems in 1980 because

understands  the importance
even though Jimmy Carter achieved the Israel-
Egypt peace treaty, a remarkable achievement, for
which the Nobel Prize was awarded, he was not
trusted by many Jews when it came to Israel.

Some may be suspicious of why the U.S.-
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Israel relationship is so important. As many of you
know, there have been many spurious allegations of
“conspiracies” in the past. However, the truth is that
the U.S. is a pro-Israel country because the majority
of American Jews identify with Israel for a whole
host of reasons: religious and political reasons, and
the fact that they are reliable allies. We have a voice
and we use it, but the notion that we somehow
manipulate American politics is a big mistake.

The U.S. Role in the Globalized World

I would like to briefly touch on the 2016
election. I believe that in 2016, all politics will
be local and global at the same time. This is
because, increasingly, you cannot separate these
two poles in real life. Terrorism, for example, is
a transnational phenomenon. Trade, jobs, and
all of these things are transnational phenomena.
You can’t localize it to a city or a state or a region
as we learnt from the near collapse of Greece,
for instance. Years ago, most Americans would
have yawned about this issue. Now, on the other
hand, it is clear that what happens in Greece
matters in the U.S. By extension, what happens
in Greece matters in Tokyo. So this growing
interdependence of fate, wellbeing, prosperity,
and security is increasingly becoming known to
American voters. I believe the national security
and foreign policy are going to be very big issues

fOI’ American voters in the years to come.
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“I believe that Japan needs
a strong, internationally
engaged U.S. with strong
capacity and will.

Parenthetically, since we are here in Japan,
I think you might find it interesting that a new
study has just come out, which defies conventional
wisdom. Conventional wisdom had it that we are
becoming an increasingly Latino country, but we
have learned that within a few years, Asian migrants
to the United States will exceed Latino migrants,
making the largest foreign-born population in the
United States, Asian, not from Latin American. I
believe this will have significant consequences for
Japan. These increasing trends of interdependence
and multiculturalism point to a message that the
Republican Party is not receiving. Their strategy in
the past has been to appeal to the voter demographic
who yawns at these issues, but I believe they will
need to adapt to remain relevant in this rapidly
evolving social and political landscape.

I have been a friend of Japan for 25 years
or more. I believe that Japan needs a strong,
internationally engaged U.S. with strong capacity
and will, especially in the Asia-Pacific region where
there are many emerging challenges that will not
go away anytime soon, such as the rise of China.
The sustained attention of the U.S. is crucial.
However, in today’s world, attention-deficit
disorder is unfortunately more often the diagnosis
than sustained attention.

If T were living in Japan — and I wish I were
on many days — I would want to know that the

U.S. President

commitments and obligations of the United States,

understands the international
is confident in using power not irresponsibly, not
lightly, but nonetheless not in a hesitant manner.
I would want to be sure of that because in recent
years there have been questions about America’s
commitment and will. Therefore, certain dynamics
that have been taken for granted in the past may
not necessarily be able to be taken for granted in the
future. One example of this is the uncertainty about



America’s commitment to the TPP. We at AJC
support it, and believe it is in both the economic
and security interest of the United States and our
global partners, including Japan, for the TPP to
move forward. However, with the Democratic Party
increasingly tending to the left, the advancement of
the TPP is unclear.

On the other hand, I think that among the
American people, who have been victims of
terrorism, but also who have seen the consequences

Questions from the Moderator

of entry into Iraq and Afghanistan, there is a
kind of schizophrenic feeling. There is a feeling
that we must protect ourselves from forces whose
actions we cannot easily predict. At the same time
though, we must not go too far. We want it both
ways. The actions of the U.S. will have important
consequences for not just America, not just for the
Jews, but for U.S. relationships the world over,
including East Asia.

Jewish Responses to Evangelical Christian
Support for Israel

Kubo: In America over the past decades, a number
of evangelical Christian groups who support Israel
have emerged. In the past, there has been a history
of conflict between Christians and Jews, but this
has been changing. Does this mark an evolution
in the relationship between Christians and Jews?
Harris: Yes, and the U.S. has been at the vanguard
of this change over the past fifty years, but there
are similar trends in other countries too. In the
U.S., one of the major reasons for this is that
intermarriage between Christians and Jews has
increased significantly.

To address your question about evangelical
Christians more specifically, I agree that this is an
interesting development. However, I believe that
the numbers of evangelical Christians have more or
less plateaued, and younger evangelical Christians
are not following the political patterns of their
parents. For example, they are more interested in
liberal issues like the environment and immigration.

On the issue of Israel, many Jews welcome

evangelical Christian support, while it creates a
sense of unease for others because they feel the basis
of their support is not rooted in shared democratic
values, but in Christian eschatology. Some Jews
worry the goal of evangelical Christians is to
convert them. My answer to this is that if you are
not ready to be converted then you are safe. We
should welcome evangelical Christian support.
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