Report

cGP

The Japan Foundation
Center for Global Partnership

BR7ZXVAAN)—F—9T -0 ROILBRESR
(KRR IC=DARTAVIAN —BEK-BRE-KXFKEZDLWT

A Report of the Japanese American Leadership Delegation Symposium
“Japanese Americans at a Crossroad: Connecting Past, Present and Future”

|

EfE WA TBUEARRRAERAR Y 4—
H#fE  &XBRAEME
REZEALSTHMX L 5—

Organized by The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership
Co-organized by The Japanese American National Museum
Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation



HRES

BRZAUHANI—F—97 - SRS L

MBS DERT AN A B3 - BHE - RREDHVT |
e

Report

The Japanese American Leadership Delegation Symposium
“Japanese Americans at a Crossroad: Connecting Past, Present and Future”



B /® / Table of Contents

006 HART7AYHAIV—F—BABAVLWITOIFLEIS

Japanese American Leadership Delegation to Japan Program

010 BWEARTFRAVAANI=G=29T I VRIILER 2007TE 2 EKEIIL

Japanese American Leadership Delegation Symposium,/ 2007 Symposium

012 WY YERIIL-A=TFT1R=8=—, PRI I L INR)ARP,
T D IBIBA VL EREE
Biographies of Symposium Coordinators, Symposium Panelists, and Other
Delegation Members

X /Japanese

018 HMIHLED
BE 8B ERSHESBEX Y 2—FE
il BE (B LBEENNtt4—EEE

020 N2007BR7XVAAI—4—ABANWIOTSLZIRYEDT
FAU= bS5/ LXARAEYE 25 CEO

024 WYVEIYLRR
FX : 2007BR T AVAAN)=4=29T - SR IIL
WK Bl [ LEXRFRERNFATRHIR
A—=F1x—=2—HL&ED
INRY AR
NOWR-BZJF TN MFVIEBEHERR
YURS - GFIF INFERHED
RBF BRI TAAYR X—FURNENIX) —EBAIULFREESEHRER
HRENE

English /&3

058 MForeword
Sadaaki Numata, Executive Director, The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP)
Tadaomi Saito, Chairperson, Board of Directors, Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation

060 MW2007 Japanese American Leadership Delegation to Japan Program
Irene Hirano, President and CEO, Japanese American National Museum

064 MW Symposium Report

Introduction: 2007 Japanese American Leadership Delegation Symposium
Hiromichi Yamashiro, Professor of History, Graduate School of Letters, Hiroshima University
Welcome Addresses from Coordinators
Presentation
Harold Taniguchi, Director, King County Department of Transportation
Sandra Tanamachi, Elementary School Teacher
Donna Hollingshead, Executive Director in the Office of the Deputy Superintendent of Schools,
Montgomery County Public Schools, Maryland

#K&¥/ Appendixes
098 MN#FBAVLEDFIR After Thoughts and Personal Reflections

111 W#E#RE Media Coverage

Q&A



YR I L, Symposium

INZRY AP,/ Panelists

d—F«1%—4—/Coordinators
. 71— /K o
Prof. Hiromichi Yamashiro & Ms. Irene Hirano NEIRRZTFE

Mr. Harold Taniguchi

YURZ-BFIYFR
Ms. Sandra Tanamachi

RF-RUGANYRE
Ms. Donna Hollingshead

XtEEtzy>a>O#kF Dialogue Session



BARBERDIETF ~ Scenes from visit

EAERERTEHRIC
Together with Her Imperial Highness
Princess Takamado

IR T RETARREH(IC
Together with Mr. Yohei Kono, Speaker of
the Lower House of the Diet

AT ARBRERREE T ()T /K
Mr.Taro Kono and Ms. Irene Hirano

INERMKERRRESEEREHIC
Together with Mr.Kazuo Ogoura, President of the Japan Foundation



BAEEFRDETF/Scenes from visit

IF SR
Edo-Tokyo Museum

FEL#M=ICT  Heian Shrine, Kyoto

S Kyogen




BAHERDERT/Scenes from visit

EMEZAE  Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park

= BICT Miyajima, Hiroshima




BR7ZXVHAV—=4—BBAVTAISLEIR

ElE

o7y aiE, RKEOHRAA L HAL OMEIRZEE L, H KW E O E B8 2% 8
et 22 2HME LT, BELN, 2KREH2 S, ZHESTOE -BTIERT 5
HOMROHRANY) —F— (HRZ, UiE) 10~154 %2 HARICHEANVT 2 RRHFETT,
WANCENLHRADH 213, S H#REZ 8 U TR OARANOBRZ RO B 72T TR
E#%D. BHREFOZOOWMHICHEBIICSML. HRARLOR Yy b7 =27 ORIEICDHE
BIZHLY FLA TV E T,

X e

WEsE L EBCHAE S H R Y & =3 L, RHRAEWEOM I Z2HTEBI ATV
95

B i

WANWENZHRANY =7 —DF 41k, H1EMOHRET, i, 58, BLXOZofbot
H1EH ORI3MM Zai ML, Bl bk o met. AReEoilil,. BR - MR - ~2 2
IR ETHEWNRAEZRZ2L T HANL OBRRIEZITVE S, /2. 18T
Ty BB Y RYAZBMLET,

£ &
AFEIZ 2000 EICHABE X > THIBINZ2H 0T, FBERHRESH KL ¥ & —132 200343
AL TVET, 2007FIC7THHZA 2. ZORICRGT 4B ZHNLTVE T,

[#BAVEDBE]

(1) ThETOEBNCERE 844

(2) WM A7+ V=T, "NTAM, 73PN =a—a—o M, 73+
DC. ALV UM, aug FM. 7FHAM, AV 4. 70 ¥, ¥ F2—%
v MR E,

(3) Wk
EERBRE il - FHE). RSl GEREE - BEMEE). ZERHERE
(RFHH - R¥KE) . €92 ARBRE (REREHE) . BOFBGRE ATBHRBEIRE).
Zofl, BIER. Yy —F VU RA b, 2327 4 IGBR, WWHERE. DRARKRE
L,




2007%3 A

GAE2007E3HO 7 a7 5 ATk, IBHDOHRT AV AN =5 =D AMFiHL, FicdHFE
THRL FH IREZMLE Lz, B CIRELS#EE. HARBGE, 27472 3L0LT56%
RoOWEE, Aikd L BELBEARBEEZTO, FTIEFHAMRIES S 2 12 LT HARDEH
et E L7z JRE TR IRE TR 2 £ L, JAE PR SEREZ YL, B8E okER
REMEXT L T ABICHBZTIEOLAMY YRY YA I OHRT A A A—B
% BUE - RREOLVT—] BIOLRETRED [ty yary] CBMLE LA, &EHIC
. RS EE ORISR D WP L E L,

(BEER)
3A3AH (1) | ®RW KEFR-BRHEE
3A48 (A) | ®®W - RRMARE | TRIBYME. RE. REF

3A5R (A) | ®=R | 781 | - SB&AHHE @EEHE—ILKERE)

Fig | - AT TRERERERR

- BEEBSRE (REMRAREERERER)

- ERBEHR

3A6H (k) | ®=E | Fr1 | - SAERETER

- JLY - TUIRREFERBRAEDBRESSN
T | - T74—FL21EONRILTA AAYa2EM
3A7H (k) | ®=E | Fr1 | - EERIBEIKERK
NEMXERERESEER EOBHR

Fig | - BAREESR - BREEOBHR

3A8H (K) | ®# | 7ol | - HERF (KERXILR)

- REBTABR | BT ER). M

3A9R (&) | LB | 81 | - LBHRHARR

- GEFHESAE - HERERR

- MBRERREERFSADESZ RIS

Fig | cBRTAVAANV—LE—=2vT - SURITLEM
TR - REEOMFE LY a B

3A108 (1) | BB | Fa1 | - THAR-HREEMR TEENBE. HEHERR
3A11H () | ®=R R~ KEE




Japanese American Leadership Delegation to Japan Program

+ With a view to promoting mutual understanding between Japan and the United States and
strengthening their relations into the future, the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership
(CGP) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (MOFA) promote mutual understanding and
exchange between Japanese and Americans by inviting younger-generation (Sansei or Yonsei) Japanese
American Leaders who play leading roles in various fields to visit Japan in cooperation with the

Japanese American National Museum (JANM).

- A diverse group of 10-15 Japanese American Leaders is invited to Japan each year in March. The length
of stay is approximately one week.

+ The group visits three cities (Tokyo, Kyoto, and one other city) and well-known companies and meets
with Japanese leaders from political, business, and media circles. A public symposium is held in the third city.

- It is hoped that the members of the delegation will gain a deeper understanding of modern Japan
through the activities of the program, and will, upon their return, find concrete ways in which they can
promote the strengthening of Japan-U.S. relations in long-term perspective.

History of the Program

This program was begun by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan in 2000* and has been co-sponsored
by Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership since March 2003. The 2007 program was the seventh
in the series under which a total of 84 persons have been invited to Japan.

(*The 2001 & 2002 programs were organized by MOFA.)

Delegation members 2000~2007

(1)Total Number: 84

(2)State of origin: California, Hawaii, Washington, New York, District of Columbia, Oregon, Colorado,
Texas, Illinois, Florida, Massachusetts, etc.

(3)Occupations represented
Legal profession (attorney, judge), politics (member of the legislature, legislative aide), education
(university teacher and employee, etc), business (corporate executive), government (civil servant), other
(playwright, journalist, community activist, museum staff, member of a Japanese American organization,
etc).




March, 2007

For the 2007 program, the 13 Japanese American leaders gathered first in Tokyo, where they met and
exchanged views with leading figures from various sectors of society, including Diet members, journalists,
and members of Keidanren. On the sixth day they traveled by bullet train to Kyoto where they experienced
various aspects of traditional Japanese culture, visiting temples and shrines and attending a performance of
kyogen. The following day, they continued to Hiroshima, where they visited Hiroshima City Hall, toured the
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, and listened to the story of a survivor of the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima in 1945. On the afternoon of the same day, they participated in a public symposium on the theme
“Japanese-Americans at a Crossroad: Connecting Past, Present, and Future” and talked with citizens of the
city of Hiroshima in the “Dialogue Session.” On the final day, they visited Itsukushima Shrine on the island
of Miyajima, which is a World Cultural Heritage site.

{ltinerary)
March 3 Saturday Tokyo Depart from the U.S. — Arrive at Narita
March 4 Sunday Tokyo -Visit to Edo-Tokyo Museum and the Asakusa and Ginza areas.
March 5 Monday Tokyo -Visit to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (Mr. Shinichi
Nishimiya, Director-general of the North American Affairs Bureau).
-Visit and meeting with Mr. Yohei Kono, Speaker of the Lower House
of the Diet.
-Visit to the Prime Minister's Office (Mr. Hiroyasu Ando, Assistant
Chief Cabinet Secretary).
-Visit and meeting with Diet members.
March 6 Tuesday Tokyo -Call on Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado.

-Visit and meeting with Mr. Glen Fukushima and other Japanese
Americans in Japan.

-Discussion with Forum 21 Members.

March 7 Wednesday Tokyo -Visit and meeting with Mr. Takeshi Iwaya, Vice Minister of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan.

-Visit and meeting with Mr. Kazuo Ogoura, President of the Japan

Foundation.
-Visit to Nippon Keidanren.
March 8 Thursday Kyoto -Meeting with Mr. Masakuni Shigeyama, Master of the Okura School
of Kyogen.
-Visit to the Kinkakuji (Rokuoniji) and Nanzenji temples.
March 9 Friday Hiroshima | - Visit and meetings at Hiroshima City Hall.

-Visit to the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park and Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Museum.

-Meeting with atomic bomb survivor Ms. Miyoko Matsubara.

- Attend Japanese American Leadership Delegation Symposium.

-Attend Dialogue Session with citizens and students of the city of
Hiroshima.

March 10 Saturday Hiroshima | -Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park — Miyajima (Itsukushima shrine)
via World Heritage Site sea route.

-Visit to ltukushima Shrine.

March 11 Sunday Tokyo Depart from Narita— Arrive at the U.S.
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Japanese American Leadership Delegation Symposium

This symposium has been held with a panel consisting of delegation members visiting Japan for the Japanese American
Leadership Delegation to Japan Program.

This symposium is organized by The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP) and co-organized by the
Japanese American National Museum and the local city government.

This symposium has been held since 2003 when CGP joined the Japanese American Leadership Delegation to Japan
Program, and this is the fifth symposium.

&« Past Symposiums >

Year Venue/Go-sponsor Theme

2003 Tokyo Contemporary Society and Civil Society in the United States: Through the Eyes of
y the Japanese American Community

2004 Kyoto Asian American Diversity: Building Coalitions

2005 xgggé?a{%gno International Practicing Multicultural Coexistence: From Minorities Perspectives

2006 mgtg?r){;[/i'c\:ggloégnter From Art to Business: Japanese Americans in the Professional Arena

2007 E«iag)csehzlrnlat/ut'eirgggril?:tion Japanese Americans at a Crossroad: Connecting Past, Present and Future

#¢ CGP compiles the general content of the symposium in reports, which are distributed free of charge to concerned individuals
and organizations. Some of the reports are available at the CGP website, http://www.jpf.go.jp/cgp.

2007 Symposium

The symposium this year, “Japanese Americans at a Crossroad: Connecting Past, Present and Future,” was held with
the cooperation of the Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation on March 9 at Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum.
Featuring three of the delegation members, Mr. Harold Taniguchi, Ms. Sandra Tanamachi and Ms. Donna
Hollingshead as panelists, and Ms. Irene Hirano and Prof. Hiromichi Yamashiro as coordinators, the symposium
enjoyed active discussions with an audience of about 180 people. This report book contains the addresses, presenta-
tions and Q&A session of this symposium.

Dialogue Session Report

After the symposium, a special “Dialogue session” of 2007 Japanese American Leadership Delegation to Japan Program, was
held in Hiroshima. At this session, the 13 Japanese American leaders exchanged views with citizens and students from
Hiroshima. A brief report of the “Dialogue session” by symposium coordinator Professor Hiromichi Yamashiro follows.

Report: Hiromichi Yamashiro

Professor of History, Graduate School of Letters, Hiroshima University
2007 Symposium Goordinator

As part of the program inviting a group of 13 Japanese American leaders to Japan in March 2007, a new feature was introduced
to hold dialogue between the visiting leaders and citizens and students of the symposium’s host city of Hiroshima.

The 15 participants on the Japan side were selected with consideration of the professional and social activities of the visiting
leaders. They represented diverse backgrounds, including those in academia (specializing in American teacher training curricula,
American literature, American culture, etc.), in graduate research (Japanese American literature, etc.), in business, the legal pro-
fession, and international exchange (at the prefectural, municipal, and university levels), in high school English teaching, tour
guiding for foreign visitors, and NGO activities.

The dialogue session discussion was held in four groups formed around common topics of interest or areas of specialization
shared by the visiting leaders and the Japanese participants. The discussion was held in a relaxed atmosphere allowing free
exchange of views among the participants. Each group engaged in wide-ranging debate, comparing the experience of Japanese
Americans and Japanese with regard to such issues as business in Japan and the United States, the work of lawyers, education and
culture, intergenerational issues, and transmission of cultural identity in the home.

The impact of this exchange for future U.S.-Japan exchange activities at the citizen level was felt immediately after it was
held: a graduate student on the Japan side drew up plan to visit the United States to pursue research for her thesis writing and an
association, Hiroshima Friends of Japanese Americans, was founded to promote exchange of information and to support Japanese
Americans in Hiroshima. The dialogue session proved an extremely valuable opportunity for launching cooperative relations
between participants in similar fields in the United States and Japan.

11
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Irene Y. Hirano President and CEO, Japanese American National Museum, Los Angeles
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Ms. Hirano is President and Chief Executive Officer of the Japanese American National Museum in
Los Angeles, a position that she has held since 1988. A recipient of bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Public Administration
from the University of Southern California, Ms. Hirano has more than 30 years of experience in nonprofit administration,
community education and public affairs with culturally diverse communities nationwide. Ms. Hirano’s professional and com-
munity activities include currently serving as Chair of the American Association of Museums, Board of the Kresge
Foundation, Board of the Ford Foundation, National Board of the Smithsonian Institution and emeritus Board member of
the Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of American History and member of the Business Advisory Board of
Sodexho Corporation. She previously served as a member of the President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities by
Presidential appointment, Chair of the Los Angeles Visitors and Convention Bureau, Chair of Leadership Education for Asian
Pacifics and member of the California State Commission on the Status of Women.
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Hiromichi Yamashiro Professor of History, Graduate School of Letters, Hiroshima University, Ph.D.
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Born in Hiroshima. After receiving an M.A. in European History from Hiroshima University, he fol-
lowed the path of his grandparents who were immigrants to Hawaii, attending the University of Hawaii (East-West Center
scholarship) and received his M.A. for the study of “Social Composition of the Early Shin Sect in Eastern Japan.” He then
attended Cambridge University (British Council scholarship), Harvard University (Yenching Institute fellowship), and
Cambridge University (Education Ministry Research Abroad fellowship) to pursue the comparative study of Japanese and
European medieval history. He received his Ph.D. in European History from Hiroshima University. He has taught “Historical
Contact among Different People and Cultures” at Yamaguchi and Hiroshima universities. His recent research interests
include the comparative study of the Norman migration and immigrants to Hawaii and the development of historical studies
of cultural exchange and crisis management.
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Harold Taniguchi Director, King County Department of Transportation [Seattle, Washington]

TR R—A V7 - 74—V FEERHLT Y b UNF VI OMEERE, G —Y 235
(1997 = 2000) . FE#R K E (2000 — 2002) # JE{E. REFRETHELE (FITHR) . 7V b
M KFHTIHBFOB LS 2. 73 v b MRS EHBEXOKRE. F ¥ 7 Bl EEs
HHE HRII 2T A —DAYN=HFED TV DS, 19904ECH Ho KJ7 O M H AR B, BJ5
D Ly 3 3 W UL

Harold Taniguchi is the Director of the King County Department of Transportation, which includes the

Metro Transit and Boeing Field airport divisions. Prior to this appointment, he served as Deputy Director

from 2000-2002, and manager of the department’s Road Services Division from 1997-2000. Mr. Taniguchi is a

graduate of Pomona College with a focus on Asian Studies. He also holds a masters degree in Public
Administration from the University of Washington, Daniel J. Evans School of Public Affairs. He is a member of the Washington State
Transportation Improvement Board, a trustee with the Municipal League of King County, and serves as the Board President of the
Nikkei Concerns. Mr. Taniguchi visited Japan only once before in 1990. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side from
Hiroshima-ken; maternal side from Kagoshima-ken.
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Sandra Chicako Tanamachi Elementary School Teacher [Lake Jackson, Texas]
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Sandra Tanamachi is an educator who became known and respected for her 12-year fight to rid two Texas

communities of a racially offensive street name, “Jap Road” in Jefferson County, and “Jap Lane” in Orange
County, Texas, eliciting the support of the Japanese American veterans throughout the United States. She is on the Board of Directors of
the National Japanese American Historical Society (NJAHS) and Houston Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League. Sandra
graduated from the University of Northern Colorado and has been a teacher for 25 years. She has won numerous teaching awards
including “Teacher of the Year,” “Parent Teacher Association Good Apple Award,” and the School Board’s “Extra Mile Award.” Sandra
has been the recipient of the “Japanese Foreign Ministry Award,” the Japanese American Veterans Association’s “Courage, Honor, and
Patriotism Award,” the National JACL’s “Edison Uno Civil Rights Award,” the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) “Leadership Award,” the
Sons of the American Revolution, Cradle of Texas Chapter, “Bronze Good Citizenship Award,” and “Proclamations” from the Mayor
and City Council of Beaumont, Texas and from the Texas State Legislature. This was Ms. Tanamachi’s first visit to Japan. Prefecture in
Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side from Fukuoka-ken; maternal side from Wakayama-ken.

KF - SFLH RYUHAAY K AU—FY MHEY MIXU—BATFRERSERRESR (X U—5> MOy LS
. . Executive Director in the Office of the Deputy Superintendent of Schools, Montgomery County Public Schools in Maryland
Donna Shimoda Hollingshead  rockvile, Maryland]
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Donna Hollingshead is currently Executive Director in the Office of the Deputy Superintendent for the

Montgomery County Public Schools in Maryland. She attended the University of Maryland and earned both a

Bachelor of Science in Botany and a Masters of Education in Curriculum and Instruction. Dr. Hollingshead
also attended Bowie State University, Maryland where she earned her Doctorate of Education. She began her career as a biology teacher
and later served as an assistant principal, principal, director of school performance, and currently as the Executive Director. She has con-
tributed to the national educational field as presenter, trainer, and participant in many educational gatherings, initiatives and programs.
Dr. Hollingshead is active in her community, serving as Co-President of the Asian American Education Association; Executive Board
Member for the Japanese American Citizens League, D.C. Chapter; Executive Board Member for the Montgomery County Asian
American Political Alliance; and Advisory Board Member of the Salvation Army of Montgomery County. This was Dr. Hollingshead’s
first visit to Japan. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side from Okayama-ken; maternal side from Hiroshima-ken.
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Susan Eichor President, Chief Operating Officer, aio Group [Honolulu, Hawaii]
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Susan Eichor is the President and Chief Operating Officer of the aio Group, a diversified holding company based in Hawaii. Previously,

she was a General Manager of Customer Operations for Verizon Hawaii. Ms. Eichor has acquired a great deal of leadership experience as

a business partner of the Principal’s Leadership Academy, serving as a business mentor for Campbell’s High School’s principal. Ms.

Eichor is a graduate of Stanford University with a Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering. She also received her master’s degree in
Business Administration at the University of Hawaii. Her role with the Public Broadcasting System — PBS Hawaii - is just one of the various contributions that she has
made to the community. She is also an active member at the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii. This was Ms. Eichor’s first visit to Japan. Prefecture in Japan of ances-
tral origins: paternal side from Kumamoto-ken; maternal side from Shizuoka-ken.
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i Mobilit ialist, Pathways Home Care Center/ President, Resources International, Inc.
Brian Matsumoto obility Specialist, Pathways Home Care Center/ President, Resources International, Inc
[Aurora, Colorado]
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Brian Matsumoto is a mobility specialist in the assistive technology equipment supplier field. He works for Pathways Home Care Center
in Aurora, Colorado and is responsible for collaboratively working with patients, family members and other healthcare professionals to
provide assistive technology mobility solutions (e.g., wheelchairs, etc.). Mr. Matsumoto is also the President of Resources International,
Inc., an outsourcing, Import/Export business. He was a senior account representative for Synergy Telecommunications and Qwest
Communications. Mr. Matsumoto is a graduate of the University of Toronto. He also received his General Management Certificate from the National Automobile
Dealer Candidate Academy in McLean, Virginia. His community involvement includes assistant Boy Scouts Troop leader participating member of the Asian
Roundtable, Chairperson of the Mile-Hi Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League and service on the committees for the Japanese American National
Museum’s Enduring Communities project and the 2008 national conference in Denver. This is Mr. Matsumoto’s first visit to Japan. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral ori-
gins: paternal side from Kumamoto-ken; maternal side from Fukuoka-ken.

L/ -EVFA NTA WERBHRERIBLR/E  [N\TA ML TTH]
Brennon Morioka Deputy Director, Hawaii State Department of Transportation [Kailua, Hawaii]
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Brennon Morioka is a Deputy Director for the Hawaii State Department of Transportation. He received the Young Engineer of the Year

Award for the State of Hawaii by the Hawaii Society of Professional Engineers in 2001. He was a senior geotechnical engineer for URS

Corporation. Along with his engineering background, Mr. Morioka has an academic background as a lecturer and research assistant at the
College of Engineering at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. He has written and published many works and continues to do so. He attended the University of
California, Berkeley where he received an undergraduate major in Civil Engineering and a Masters in Civil (Geotechnical) Engineering. Later he went on to the
University of Hawaii at Manoa and earned his Ph.D. in Civil Engineering. He served on the Board of Directors for the Konishiki Kids Foundation and is active in the
Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii. This was Mr. Moriokas second trip to Japan. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side from Yamaguchi-ken.

FIWN=b-LTYF DU THNZTHEBERIRE [(HY 74 V=7 h—F > 2]
Albert Muratsuchi Deputy Attorney General, California Department of Justice [Torrance, California]
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Albert Muratsuchi is a Deputy Attorney General with the California Department of Justice, as well as an elected Trustee of the Torrance

Unified School District Board of Education. He previously served as a criminal prosecutor with the Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office and the Santa Ana City Attorney’s Office. Mr. Muratsuchi also served as the Pacific Southwest District Director of the Japanese American Citizens
League. He is a graduate of the University of California, Berkeley and UCLA School of Law. He also studied at the International Christian University in Tokyo as an
exchange student. Prior to his election to the Torrance school board in 2005, Mr. Muratsuchi served as the Chairman of the City of Torrance Planning Commission
and was a Commissioner with the Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission. He also served as President of the Torrance Sister City
Association and on the Board of Governors of the Japanese American Bar Association of Los Angeles. He is currently on the Board of Directors of the Little Tokyo
Service Center. Mr. Muratsuchi was born and raised on U.S. Military bases in Okinawa from 1964-1982. He has been to Japan several times, including one year at
International Christian University. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Gifu-ken.
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Eric Yoshiaki Nishizawa Attorney in private practice, Law Offices of Eric Y. Nishizawa [Los Angeles, California]

Y YR 2GR EMICIHE LT it Daid. EBREHEETELE Y - V4 2&KF v 37 20K
HH, WRCEHERBEH Y F AT - Y AL =V FTDN—= b F—=Thotze HYT7HINV=TRETY VEN
AR F IR R AL 2 2, ERILB RS T 2T, 03 5 KRETHEFE LS 2IE. Y 74
=7 MEEREOER, v Y BV 2O HREWHEORSR., SRSZBIEL, BHEC VR 2 R#EL 7V —
TORFKREHED S0 I M. WH LNV TOREF v v R—= V2470, EAERE~ONEN % 24E 1
Bob, Wut Ly Ao 5T RES (JACL). &KHRAMWHEOMETH 5, 19844E~ 854, HRIE
BERFITRELIID, SROVHEBND B. K7 OMEHIZREPE, BE7 o H 5 i3 s,

Eric Yoshiaki Nishizawa is a business litigation attorney in private practice at the Law Offices of Eric Y. Nishizawa. Prior to starting his

own practice, Mr. Nishizawa was an associate at the international law firm Morgan Lewis & Bockius, and a partner in Tachikawa Yasui &
Nishizawa. He graduated from UCLA with a Bachelor of Arts degree in history, and did postgraduate work at International Christian University in Tokyo and at the
University of Santa Clara School of Law’s summer program in Tokyo. Mr. Nishizawa received his doctorate of jurisprudence from Loyola Law School. He is a member
of the State Bar of California, United States Supreme Court Bar, Federal Bar of the United States Circuit Court of Appeals, 9th Circuit, Federal Bars of the Central and
Northern Districts of California, and the Japanese American Bar Association of Greater Los Angeles (JABA). Mr. Nishizawa is the current co-chair of the Executive
Committee of JABA’s Business Lawyers Group, and served as a past president. He has been active in the election campaigns of numerous elected officials and served for
two years as a delegate to the California Republican Party Convention. He has an active role in the Japanese American community serving in many leadership capacities
and roles including the Japanese American Citizens League, National Japanese American Memorial Foundation and the Japanese American National Museum. Mr.
Nishizawa studied at International Christian University for one year, and has been to Japan numerous times. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side from
Nagano-ken; maternal side from Miyagi-ken.
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suneo Larry a Manager, Fleet Maintenance, City of Salinas [Monterey, California]
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Larry Oda has been the Fleet Maintenance Manager in the Maintenance Services (Public Works) Department of the City of Salinas for
the past 15 years. Prior to that he was the general manager for Tecnacraft, a radio controlled car accessory manufacturer and Powders by
Clairence III, an industrial powder coating service. He is a graduate of California State University at Fresno with a degree in Industrial
Arts. Mr. Oda is active in the Association of Management Personnel of Salinas serving in various official roles as a member of the Board
of Directors. He has also been a design consultant to the Cagiva International motorcycle road racing team and Japan’s Kushitani
Leathers, a custom motorcycle race-wear manufacturer. A 40-year member of the Japanese American Citizens League, Mr. Oda was
elected as its National President at the 2006 Convention in Arizona. He has served as JACL Vice President for General Operations from 2004-2006. Mr. Oda has also
served as President of the Monterey Peninsula Buddhist Temple. Mr. Oda has visited Japan once before. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side from
Wakayama-ken; maternal side from Gifu-ken.

I33-49L5 HITAN =T HERRREAS Y - FEHVARELBE  [HUT1N=TMY 55 M)
H Chief, Breast and Cervical Cancer Treatment Program, California Department of Health Services

MIVOkO Sawamura [Sacramento, California]
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Miyoko Sawamura created and implemented a non-profit educational subsidiary and for-profit subsidiary for a statewide healthcare asso-

ciation, which resulted in a more efficient and goal directed organization. She is a graduate from the University of Southern California

with a major in psychology. She later attended George Washington University and received her masters in Health Services
Administration. Ms. Sawamura is a current member and one of the co-founders of the California Japanese American Community Leadership Council; a board member
of the Matsuyama-Sacramento Sister City Corporation; active leader in the Japanese American Citizens League - Sacramento Chapter; Chair of the Appointments
Committee for the statewide Asian Pacific State Employees Association and an active member of its Sacramento Chapter. She has served on numerous Asian Pacific
community groups such as the National Asian Pacific Women’s Forum, Asian Pacific Islander Legislative Caucus Summits, Asian Community Center of Sacramento,
Inc., Sacramento Taiko Dan, and Japanese American Memorial Monument. She was recently reappointed to the Sacramento City and County Human Rights/Fair
Housing Commission and the Area 4 Agency on Aging Governing Board. Ms. Sawamura has been to Japan twice before. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: pater-
nal side from Kagoshima-ken and Kyoto; maternal side from Hiroshima-ken.
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Michelle sugahim Project Director, Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory [Portland, Oregon]
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Michelle Sugahiro is the Director of the AmeriCorps VISTA Training Project, at the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory, a pri-

vate, nonprofit educational research and development organization. She graduated from the University of Oregon with a triple major in
History, Asian Studies, and Japanese. Ms. Sugahiro also studied abroad for one year at Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan. She is involved in the Japanese American com-
munity as a Board member of the Japanese Ancestral Society and was a member of the Board of Directors for the Portland Japanese American Citizens League for near-
ly ten years. Ms. Sugahiro has served in various leadership roles with the Asian American Youth Leadership Conference committee and the local Nisei Student
Relocation Commemorative Fund Scholarship program. She is also a lifetime member of the Nichiren Buddhist Temple, and a longtime member and current secretary
of the Fujinami Kai (Japanese Dance Organization). Ms. Sugahiro is interested in enhancing the Japanese American youth by participating in the Japanese American
High School Graduation Banquet Committee and helping to establish a Portland JACL youth group. Ms. Sugahiro experienced living in Japan from 1993-94 as a stu-
dent at Waseda University. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side from Hiroshima-ken; maternal side from Okayama-ken.
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Robert Takagi General Manager, Chicago Transit Authority [Glenview, lllinois]
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Robert Takagi is currently a General Manager of the Chicago Transit Authority, Bus Operations. Before coming to this position, he was

the General Manager for the Rail Operations of the Chicago Transit Authority, and prior to that an assistant Branch Manager for the

Hankyu International Transport. He is a graduate of the University of Illinois, Chicago Circle with a Bachelor of Science in Human

Resource Management. He later received his Masters in Managing Effective Leadership and Teambuilding Practices within
Transportation from DePaul University. Mr. Takagi is an active member and speaker at numerous local, regional and national American Public Transportation
Association gatherings. He has also been active with the Chicago Office of Tourism-Chicago Greeters Program, the Chicago Sister Cities Program-Osaka; the Chicago
Chinatown Chamber of Commerce and with the Chicago Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League. He also has played leadership roles in the Chicago Public
School’s Principal For A Day Program and the Chicago Police Department’s We Care Role Model Program. Mr. Takagi has visited Japan twice before thirteen years
ago. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side from Fukuoka-ken; maternal side from Kumamoto-ken.
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Donna Tsufura Media Creator and Global Connector [New York, New York]
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Donna Tsufura is currently a Media Consultant for Peace One Day, an international organization seeking an annual day of global cease-
fire and non-violence. As a photography editor, Ms. Tsufura has worked for national magazines such as Sports Illustrated, Time, LIFE and People. She was on the staff of
the Sundance Institute Filmmaker and Theatre Labs. Ms. Tsufura also wrote a critically acclaimed play, Origami, and developed the empowerment workshop, Art of
the Breakthrough. She is currently developing a dramatic feature film, MacKenzie’s Café, about a young Japanese American entrepreneur who starts up a café where
people summon the courage to manifest their dreams and discover their legacy for the world. A graduate of Barnard College, Columbia University with a degree in
English, she co-founded The Workshop: Asian American Filmmakers Collaborative (now AAFilm Lab) and helped start JAJA (Japanese Americans/Japanese in
America) -- a group of Nikkei who meet and discuss current political and cultural issues related to their common heritage. She is a member of several Japanese
American and Asian American organizations, active in generating public awareness for the UN Millennium Development Goals, and the international organizations
Cherish Our Children and The Hunger Project. Ms. Tsufuna has visited Japan twice. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side from Shiga-ken and
Okayama-ken; maternal side from Yamaguchi-ken.
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Executive Director
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Since the end of the Cold War, the rapid and incessant flow of people, goods, money and information
across national borders has afforded many opportunities for the world to prosper. At the same time, it
has brought to the surface ethnic and religious conflicts and the gap between the rich and the poor. As
the world grapples with these and other global problems including destruction of environment, it is
important for Japan and the United States to work together as global partners, on the basis of their
solid bilateral ties and mustering wisdom from around the world. It was with this belief that the Japan
Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP) was founded in 1991.

In the United States, which has developed as a truly multi-ethnic, multi-cultural society, Japanese
Americans have come to play important roles in various parts of the country. However, there does not
seem to be a full understanding on the part of the people in Japan about the arduous and often bumpy
path that Japanese Americans, from the Issei to the Sansei and Yonsei, have travelled to arrive where
they are today. Japanese Americans, for their part, retain the images of Japan of yesteryear passed on to
them by their parents or grandparents, but may not be up-to-date about what Japan is like today. In
order to promote dialogue and deepen mutual understanding between Japanese and Japanese
Americans, thereby building bridges that will help strengthen U.S.-Japan relations into the future, CGP
has carried out programs supporting Japanese-American delegations to Japan, symposia, research and
surveys, and publications.

On March 3-11, 2007, thirteen Japanese-American leaders from different parts of the United States
visited Japan. Since 2003, CGP has been cosponsoring this program, launched in 2000 by the foreign
ministry. It includes a public symposium held each year under the joint auspices of CGP and the
Japanese American National Museum. This year, the fifth symposium, “Japanese Americans at a
Crossroad: Connecting Past, Present and Future,” was held with the cooperation of the Hiroshima
Peace Culture Foundation on March 9. As the prefecture that has produced the greatest number of emi-
grants to Hawaii and other parts of the United States, Hiroshima was the strongly preferred venue
among the Japanese Americans concerned. It was significant that people met at the Hiroshima Peace
Culture Foundation—a place that embodies the strong aspiration for peace on the part of the people of
Hiroshima—to recall the past, consider the present, and look to a better future.

Reflecting the keen interest of many people in the symposium, the audience was as many as 180.
There were moving moments when some of the invited leaders embraced relatives who had travelled
long distances to meet them. For the Japanese-American delegates, all this was a truly memorable expe-

rience, described by some as “life-changing.” We invite you to read their impressions, recorded at the
end of this booklet.

I would like to thank all those who attended or helped with the preparation of the symposium. My
particular thanks go to Irene Hirano, President of the Japanese American National Museum, and
Professor Hiromichi Yamashiro of Hiroshima University, who kindly consented to compile and edit this
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First let me thank all of you for taking time out of your busy weekday schedules to attend this sympo-
sium, “Japanese Americans at a Crossroad: Connecting Past, Present and Future.”

The Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation was founded in 1976 to contribute to the abolition of
nuclear arms, the realization of lasting world peace, and promotion of a better world. As we celebrate
our 30th anniversary, it is a very special pleasure to be host here in Hiroshima to this symposium as
cosponsor along with the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership and the Japanese American
National Museum.

On the morning they arrived in Hiroshima, the 13 Japanese-American leaders participating in the
symposium visited the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum. As individuals who have moved beyond
the unfortunate history of war between the land of their heritage and the land where they live, we can
only imagine the reflections and memories that filled their thoughts.

The city of Hiroshima is sister city to the American city of Honolulu, Hawaii, a relationship that will
celebrate its fiftieth anniversary in two more years. People have emigrated to Hawaii from all over the
world, and they include about 30,000 Japanese who resettled there during a ten-year period beginning
in 1885. Of those, about one third were people from various places in Hiroshima prefecture, meaning
that there are close ties between Hawaii and Hiroshima. Emigrant Japanese worked very hard and
persevered through many difficulties, and as a result they today play very important roles in Hawaii.
The dialogue and discussion with the 13 visiting leaders, including those from Hawaii and with ances-
tral roots in Hiroshima, was immensely informative and insightful.

For the citizens of Hiroshima, too, the convening of this symposium has provided an invaluable
opportunity to think about Japan-U.S. relations and the coexistence of different cultures. As cosponsors
of the program we believe that this symposium will serve to further deepen exchange not only between
the cities of Hiroshima and Honolulu but between our two countries as well.

I would like to express deep appreciation to all of you who have come to attend this symposium
today, to the staff of the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership and the Japanese American
National Museum, and also to Professor Hiromichi Yamashiro of Hiroshima University, who served as
coordinator of the symposium.
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Building a strong people-to-people relationship is critical to the long-term stability of the U.S.-
Japan relationship. One of the key investments towards that goal has been made by the Japan
Foundation Center for Global Partnership, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Japanese
American National Museum through development of a program known as the Japanese
American Leadership Delegation to Japan. This program was started in 2000 and has resulted in
84 Japanese Americans traveling to Japan over the past seven years. This publication showcases
one of the most important elements of the Delegation Program, the presentation of a
Symposium featuring members of the 2007 Delegation.

The National Museum was honored to join the Japan Foundation CGP in cosponsoring this
2007 Symposium. Three members of the 2007 Japanese American Leadership Delegation, this
year totaling 13, served as panelists for the Hiroshima Symposium. The Symposium enabled
these delegates to discuss their personal and professional experiences within the fields of educa-
tion, community advocacy, and community programs.

Previously, only the 2000 Delegation had visited Hiroshima as part of its itinerary. This was
the first time that the Symposium was held in Hiroshima. Visiting the Hiroshima Peace Museum
was a very meaningful part of this year’s trip. The largest number of Issei immigrants came to
the United States from Hiroshima resulting in many Nikkei with family roots in Hiroshima. The
bombing in Hiroshima personally affected many Japanese American families who had relatives
living in Hiroshima. The opportunity to connect Sansei and Yonsei with Hiroshima and the
aftermath of the bombing’s devastation is an important part of our future relationship in finding
ways to ensure peace throughout the world. The goal of peace in the world is one that all
Americans and all Japanese must share in common.

For two of the three panelists, Donna Hollingshead and Sandra Tanamachi, it was their first
trip to Japan. Many of the other delegates also have had little recent experience in Japan. The
Delegation came from throughout the United States including Los Angeles, Monterey,
Sacramento, Honolulu, Denver, Seattle, Portland, Chicago, Houston, Washington, D.C., and New
York. The delegation members are not only from different geographic regions, but their family,
professional, and community experiences are very diverse, which reflects today’s Nikkei commu-
nity in the United States.

The goals of the Delegation Program are to improve understanding and strengthen long-term
relations between Japanese Americans and Japan, and develop ongoing strategies to enhance the
role of Japanese Americans in advancing U.S.-Japan relations. Upon their return from Japan, the
delegates work with other Japanese American and Japanese leaders to develop and implement
specific projects that will ensure strong long-term relations between our two countries.

In the summer of 2007, the first all-delegation reunion and conference will be held in
Honolulu, Hawaii bringing together many of the former Delegates including most of the 2007
Delegation. Their intent is to develop strategies and plans for establishing a formal Alumni
Network and to create specific areas of follow-up to ensure that their commitment to furthering
U.S.-Japan relations can be implemented. One important outcome from the Delegation trips has
been enabling Japanese American leaders from around the country to meet one another and to
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get to know one another. Many of the Delegations did not know each other when they were
selected for the Program but as a result of traveling together they have developed life-long
friendships which foster expanded personal and professional networks.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Japan Foundation CGP have committed to continue
support of the Delegation Program and other efforts to build stronger relationships between
Japanese Americans and the people of Japan. In fostering these efforts, the National Museum has
served as the organizer and coordinator of this and other related programs. The National
Museum has made a long-term commitment to the development and implementation of pro-
grams that foster Japanese American involvement and leadership in connections with Japan.

The Japanese American National Museum opened its doors to the public in 1992. Initially
housed in a historic site, the former Nishi Hongwanji Buddhist Temple in Los Angeles’ Little
Tokyo, the National Museum expanded its facilities in 1999 with the opening of an 85,000 square
foot pavilion.

The National Museum serves more than 500,000 annual onsite visitors through exhibitions,
educator workshops, school tours, public programs, and access to its rich collections and
resources of the Hirasaki National Resource Center. In addition, approximately 450,000 yearly
visits are made to the National Museum’s website where visitors have online access to its digitized
collections and educational materials. Its collections contain over 55,000 objects, the largest of
its kind in the world, documenting over one hundred years of Japanese American history and
culture.

A few years ago, the National Museum launched a global website DISCOVER NIKKEI. This
website, www.discovernikkei.org is now available in four languages: Japanese, English, Spanish,
and Portuguese. The purpose of the Website is to share the legacy of Nikkei who have migrated
and settled throughout the world, primarily in North America and South America. The website

serves as a vehicle for promoting cross-cultural exchange and sharing the diverse experiences of
Nikkei worldwide.

My thanks to the National Museum staff for their hard work in supporting the Delegation
Program. A special thank you to the staff of the Consul General of Japan at Los Angeles, who
traveled with and supported this year’s Delegation, and were instrumental in developing this
program over the past several years.

Appreciation and thanks are extended to the staff of the Japan Foundation Center for Global
Partnership, for their many contributions to the Symposium and to the Delegation program. It
was an honor to serve as co-moderator with Professor Hiromichi Yamashiro. His leadership and
hard work was critical to the success of the 2007 Symposium.

The Japanese American National Museum looks forward to continuing to strengthen the people-to-
people relationship in advancing stronger U.S.-Japan relations now and in the future.
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HIROMICHI YAMASHIRO
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Perhaps I should open by explaining about why I, a specialist on the Norman people of medieval
Europe,’ ended up as coordinator for the symposium and panel discussion on “Japanese
Americans at a Crossroad: Connecting Past, Present and Future” held March 9, 2007, in
Hiroshima as part of the Japanese American Leadership Delegation program. I had several rea-
sons for agreeing to undertake this position. First, because I believed that a comparison of
Japanese immigrants of the modern period and Norman migration of medieval times could offer
new hints for understanding Japanese Americans; second, because I had always had a strong per-
sonal interest in the Japanese Americans, given that Hiroshima was the origin of a great many
migrants to the United States and that I myself am descended from some who settled in Hawaii;
and third, because I saw in the planned dialogue session between the Japanese American dele-
gates and Hiroshima students and community members—an event included in the program for
the first time this year—the promise of a valuable opportunity for Japan-U.S. exchange. The
Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership kindly welcomed my stance, and we thus joined
forces to organize the symposium.

This essay discusses my ideas at the stage of preparations for the symposium, matters I could
not fully discuss during the actual sessions, and thoughts on the significance of holding a sympo-
sium about Japanese Americans in Hiroshima.

Reading the reports of the four earlier symposiums, I was struck by the repeated references to
the diversity of Japanese American identity. In some cases, identities are multilayered and also
regionally influenced. Thus in considering the perspective from which to select a theme for this
year, I decided it would be valuable to look historically at the circumstances that brought this
diversity into being. A historical perspective, with its focus on change, is very important.

In attempting a historical accounting of the development of Japanese American identities,
there is, for example, the question of whether the differences in ethnic awareness that emerged
between immigrant Japanese who settled in Hawaii versus the mainland United States were
determined solely by such variables as region of origin in Japan, social conditions in the country
at the time they left, historical factors of the places where they settled, and form of settlement.
No doubt others have raised such issues and previous research has been conducted from similar
perspectives, but I, too, wished to look as a historian at Japanese Americans (including Issei
Japanese immigrants, many of whom were from Hiroshima) through the past, present, and
future and to consider what circumstances shaped their diverse identities as well as what course
they might take in years to come. I developed my ideas for the theme in consultation with
Japanese American National Museum president Irene Hirano, the coordinator on the U.S. side,
and also made research visits to Los Angeles and San Francisco in December 2006.

The Present: Shifting Identities

While studying Kamakura Buddhism at the University of Hawaii graduate school of history on a
scholarship from the East-West Center (1971 to 1973), I spent part of my time traveling around
the United States doing fieldwork for the center, and I interviewed several Japanese Americans in

1 Descendants of Vikings of Scandinavia who settled in present-day Normandy, France, before spreading throughout Europe in the eleventh and twelfth
centuries.
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the process. I still well remember the words of one interviewee who emphasized the need for
people in Japan to consider their actions, given the immediate and significant impact that the
behavior of Japan and Japanese has on the position of Japanese Americans in U.S. society. We can
readily imagine how the negative image generated some decades later by the Japanese scramble
for U.S. real estate during the bubble economy must have affected mainstream American soci-
ety’s images of Japanese Americans. On the positive side of things, of course, there are no doubt
many in the Japanese American community who applaud the recent success of such Japanese
athletes as baseball players Ichiro Suzuki, Hideki Matsui, and Daisuke Matsuzaka and golfer Ai
Miyazato in the U.S. sports world.

In the past, many people in the United States perhaps had difficulty distinguishing between
Americans of Japanese versus other Asian descent. One memory that has always stayed with me
is of a Japanese American veteran of the Vietnam War who described the constant fear he lived
under of being thought Vietnamese and mistakenly attacked for his Asian looks, both in combat
as well as back home. Similarly, if it is true that those outside the group still predominantly look
on Japanese Americans as “Japanese” and nothing else, then the line between them and Japanese
from Japan may be another that is under risk of being blurred as well.

As globalization progresses and human movement around the earth grows, there will be more
and more occasions for different cultures to come into contact and to integrate in all kinds of
ways. The outcome, in any case, is sure to be a much more multicultural society. Migration and
settlement trigger minority issues and identity change, or, in other words, the all-important
question of how to successfully coexist with one another. The identities of Japanese Americans,
too, cannot help but change further in the years to come. Thus I wished the symposium to serve
as an opportunity, not only to confirm the diversity of Japanese American identities today, but
also to discuss with the delegates what possible shifts these identities may undergo in the future.

Many of the delegates invited to Japan may already possess a strong awareness of themselves
as Japanese Americans. But even as leaders in the Japanese American community in the United
States, they might have a hard time drawing together a majority of Japanese Americans, now
Sansei and beyond, to encourage them to develop a sense of ethnic identity and participate in
activities of that ethnic community.

For example, to summarize the report given by first symposium panelist Harold Taniguchi
about his work with Nikkei Concerns, a nonprofit organization that runs a nursing home and
other programs for elderly Japanese Americans, Issei needed to have a senior citizens nursing
home built for them because of their special requirements for food, language, and ways of think-
ing. Nisei and Sansei, by contrast, face no such dietary or communication barriers and feel com-
fortable moving out of Nikkei areas into any other neighborhood. Frequent intermarriage with
other ethnicities has also speeded this trend toward living outside the Japanese American com-
munity. In addition to these changes among Japanese Americans, the home faces growing influ-
ences from the surrounding local community. People of other ethnic groups who live nearby
frequently apply to live in the nursing home, while conversely many Japanese Americans may opt
to live in non-Nikkei nursing homes in their own area of residence.

The activities of the child day care center that Nikkei Concerns operated for a while in con-
junction with the home, moreover, revealed that many values traditional among Japanese
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Americans—for example what is called “kimochi” (spirit of caring)—equally resonate with other
ethnicities, showing that they possess the potential to attain a universality extending beyond the
Japanese American group. Such a discovery suggests that a concept like “kimochi,” which has
been an integral part of Japanese American ethnic identity, could one day be embraced by the
larger society as an asset to all, or, in other words, could point the way toward the possible devel-
opment of an identity going beyond ethnicity that may be shared across a wider spectrum of the
population. In a sense, however, this very same possibility might be an indication that Japanese
Americans are now approaching the crossroads of having to choose, either to preserve and main-
tain the ethnic awareness that has been fostered over the years, or to relinquish it in favor of a
more broadly defined identity that transcends the ethnic.

In my interviews with several U.S. Sansei conducted in preparation for the symposium, one of the
things I was most interested in finding out was when and how these individuals came to an awareness
of themselves as Japanese Americans. I wanted to hear what they thought of their position as the third
generation, how they saw themselves in light of the experiences of their parents and before them their
grandparents who first came over from Japan, and also how they regarded their own future.

Especially striking to me in these interviews was the frequent use of the term “Nikkei” along
with “Japanese American” and “Asian American.” This word “Nikkei,” the interviewees empha-
sized, was “inclusive, not exclusive.” Admittedly, “Japanese American” as it is normally used
refers only to ethnic Japanese living in the United States while counting out those from, say,
Canada, Peru, or Brazil. But thanks to spreading globalization, there are now non-Japanese of
Japanese descent living all over the world in Asia and in Europe as well as in Japan itself.
“Nikkei,” it seems, serves as an expression reaching across all these various distinctions. Behind
its adoption lie such factors as the growing complexity of terminology used to categorize ethnic
Japanese according to where they are from or where they live as well as the diversification of
Nikkei identities resulting from intermarriage with other ethnicities.

Going back to the situation in the United States, does the growing diversification of Japanese
Americans perhaps mean they are now beginning to attach greater weight to the more inclusive
and overarching idea of being “Asian American” than of simply being “Japanese American”? In
the 1970s, when minorities actively spoke out on the need to band together, the concept of Asian
Americanness was stressed as part of a political message. But what was the reason for the empha-
sis on solidarity during this particular period?

In relation to this issue, Donna Shimoda Hollingshead, the third symposium panelist,
revealed how after the war Japanese Americans returning from internment were placed at an
important crossroads in terms of finding a place to resettle and to work. Some, like her family,
chose to seek new opportunities on the East Coast instead of returning to where they had once
lived on the Pacific Coast. These families arrived in neighborhoods with very few other Japanese
Americans or even Asian Americans, so there may have been some need for them to form some
solidarity vis-a-vis the majority. Under such circumstances, it would have been no surprise if
they, while maintaining their identities as Japanese Americans, also developed a stronger aware-
ness of themselves as Asian Americans.

Finally on the issue of terminology, during my research trip in December I had this particu-
larly memorable response from one interviewee about which of the expressions “Japanese
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American,” “Asian American,” and “Nikkei” he preferred: The word “Asian American” was falling
out of use, he said, and he personally didn’t use “Nikkei” either. But, he went on, he was not so
much interested in the question of names than in one’s identity and life as an individual.

Living with the Past

When we consider how the varied ethnic identities now evident among Japanese Americans
came into being, we can surely look at the diverse historical experiences of the group, World War
IT and wartime internment chief among them. While the differences between Hawaiian and
mainland Japanese Americans today owe at least partly to the former having been a majority in
their society and the latter a minority, the differences in their wartime experiences must also not
be overlooked. The wartime internment of 120,000 mainland Japanese Americans still casts a
long shadow in the minds of Nikkei today.

One Nisei whom I met during my research trip cited with great surprise the disparity in num-
bers between Nisei who volunteered for combat in World War II between Hawaii and the main-
land: 10,000 versus 1,200, respectively. Most likely this gap reflected, not only the greater total
size of the Japanese American population in Hawaii compared to the mainland, but also the fact
that the former were not interned. One Sansei interviewee recalled that whereas her father, who
spent the war years in Japan, remained quite self-assertive after returning to the United States,
her mother, who had been interned, seemed to have been so traumatized by her experience that
she found it difficult to ever say no to whites; her three years in the camps had left much too
great a mark upon her. This observation made by a Sansei daughter about her Nisei mother is
but one example of the great hold that memories of internment continue to exert over some
individuals even today.

The outbreak of World War II and resulting internment stripped West Coast immigrant
Japanese and Japanese Americans of their property and social standing. Some families were sepa-
rated into different camps. Some community leaders were placed in POW camps, away from the
rest of their families, who were interned in the relocation camps. Once in the camps, too,
internees faced difficult choices—whether to offer proof of their loyalty to the United States (for
example through volunteering for combat), to remain loyal while nevertheless raising their voic-
es against the government’s unjust treatment of them, or to declare loyalty to Japan and be
deported. War physically cuts off ties between opposing sides. Thus World War II placed immi-
grant Japanese and Japanese Americans at a significant crossroads in terms of their loyalties to
Japan, their land of ancestry, and the United States, their current home. The resulting different
experiences they had throughout the United States during and after the war set Japanese
Americans on varied courses, giving rise to a diversity in ethnic identities today that reflects the
diversity of the Japanese American experience of years past.

It is sometimes said that during World War II Nisei actually fought two wars, one for democ-
racy and the United States against enemy forces, and the other in the United States against
racism. Here again were born diverse stories. One Nisei I met at the Japanese American National
Museum told me how he, drafted the day after the war started and steadfastly loyal to the United
States, nevertheless refused to cease protesting the government’s internment of his parents
throughout his time in the military. For this reason he was labeled insubordinate and spent the
entire war relegated to the 1800th Engineer General Service Battalion (charged mostly with ser-
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vice and maintenance of munitions and tanks) instead of going into the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team or the Military Intelligence Service like the better known of his Japanese American
comrades. While the 442nd deserves the fullest respect for their great sacrifices that helped ele-
vate the social position of Japanese Americans after the war, we should not forget that there were
some Nisei who made choices of another sort.

It seems to me that Japanese Americans are now coming to a stage where they, although still
mindful of the memories of internment and other negative wartime experiences passed down to
them from Issei and Nisei, are also ready to put the past to rest. South African archbishop
Desmond Tutu has argued for the importance of exercising tolerance and forgiving, if never for-
getting, past acts of war or racism. Japanese Americans, too, will move into the future keeping
alive all that happened to them in the past while at the same time sharing understanding of the
experiences of others.

In her report, second symposium panelist Sandra Chikako Tanamachi discussed her ultimate-
ly successful campaign to rename “Jap Road,” an endeavor she persisted in over twelve years with
cooperation from organizations including the Japanese American Citizens League and the
Japanese American Veterans Association. In connection with this slur, I am reminded of an
episode I once heard related in an exhibition video about how, during the Pear] Harbor attack,
one Hawaiian Nisei looked up at the sky and yelled “Japs!”—a cry that may be taken as evidence
that this Japanese American individual had possessed not even a shadow of a doubt in his mind
that he was not Japanese, but American. Even so, in reality “Jap” was used as a slur against not
only Japanese but also Japanese Americans, something that must have caused outrage and anger
for many in the group.

The Jap Road campaign also posits the important question of how to pass on to others the
memory of such derogatory names and of the struggles there were to remove them. Jap Road has
been renamed and exists no longer, but preserving what was presented about it at the sympo-
sium in the form of photographs and reports will still be crucial. Today all kinds of museums and
archives, the Japanese American National Museum and the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum
among them, are devoted to preserving and handing down experiences of the past through print-
ed, audio, and visual documents. Many such resources may now be easily accessed and distrib-
uted around the world via the Internet, giving these institutions an even more important role to
play in recording the past, and in building bridges from past to present and present to future.

Toward the Future: Thoughts from Hiroshima

Finally I would like to reflect on what can be said in connection to Hiroshima, the site of this
year’s symposium. Hiroshima having been home to many Japanese emigrants, the event attracted
quite a few older Japanese, probably people who had relatives who once set off for the United
States. No doubt the symposium inspired them to recall memories of those days as well as to feel
proud to see so many successful Japanese American leaders standing before them. Although
Japanese in Japan too-often tend to regard those of Japanese descent living in different countries
as if they were still no different from themselves, in reality these people possess diverse identities,
as has already been repeatedly discussed. It is only natural that a sense of belonging to the new
country should grow with the passage of time, and thus U.S. Sansei and Yonsei, too, differ indi-
vidually in their degrees of awareness as Japanese Americans. We must remember that they are,
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first and foremost, Americans. Failure to keep this diversity in mind may be part of what causes
potential problems when Japanese and Japanese Americans attempt to understand each other;
but conversely, if we are able to know and recognize the past circumstances that gave rise to these
different Japanese American identities, then it should become possible for us to engage in mean-
ingful exchange.

From the point of view of history, when we look back on the events from Pearl Harbor to the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima in light of the people of Hiroshima—home to the greatest num-
ber of migrants to Hawaii—we can see how they, through their story, link both tragedies. Many
Hiroshima settlers to the United States had their families torn apart by the war; some died in the
fighting, others went through the atomic bomb. The fates that befell those among the Hiroshima
settlers to Hawaii and their families and acquaintances who found themselves in Hiroshima at
the war’s end testify eloquently to the tragedies that war brings. In my belief, migrant history
should be captured not merely as portions of the histories of the home country (i.e., Japan) or
the destination country (Hawaii/United States) but also in itself as a record of a people who
through their movement bind together both regions. From this perspective, both Pearl Harbor
and the Hiroshima atomic bombing may be included as events in the single continuous history
of Hiroshima migrants and their circle. Therein lies the story of a group of people buffeted by
war, an account that surely has much in common with those of immigrant Japanese from other
prefectures.

The theme of this year’s symposium was “Japanese Americans at a Crossroad: Connecting
Past, Present and Future.” The diversity of Japanese American identities today is equally tied to
all three: past, present, and future. Thus the footsteps of immigrant Japanese and Japanese
Americans from Hiroshima and elsewhere not only join the histories of their two home countries
but also provide bonds stretching from now into the years to come.

The symposium offered us an opportunity to invite Japanese American leaders to Hiroshima
to learn about their activities in the United States, realize the diversity of their ethnic identities,
and reflect on the possibilities of coexistence between different groups. It also impressed upon us
the importance of paying attention to the story of Japanese Americans as one spanning the histo-
ries of both Japan and the United States.

Following the words of Desmond Tutu, Japanese Americans seem now to be approaching the
point where they, while never failing to be sensitive to the memories of World War II, intern-
ment, and other diverse experiences of the past, are nonetheless also ready to head toward the
future by reaching out to and seeking mutual understanding with others. In a way, this stance
echoes the very same spirit with which the people of postwar Hiroshima, the site of this year’s
symposium, have kept alive their experience, facing and accepting it so that they might look
toward the future.

For those of us on the Japanese side, too, the symposium was a chance to look through this
lens called “Hiroshima” at where we stand in the present, reflect on our past, and consider how
we should live our lives from now on.

In closing, I extend my deepest gratitude to Irene Hirano, the three panelists, and everyone
else who made it possible for us to come together for this valuable opportunity.
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IRENE HIRANO
(President and CEQ, Japanese American National Museum, Los Angeles)

On behalf of the Japanese American National Museum and the 2007 Japanese American Leadership
Delegation, I welcome you to today’s Symposium. I am honored to serve as co-moderator of this after-
noon’s program.

We are especially pleased to be in Hiroshima at the Hiroshima Peace Museum. This Museum is one
of the world’s most important institutions that educates about a significant event of World War II and
its impact on the people of Japan. As importantly, it serves to educate visitors about

the importance of each of us working for world peace.

Earlier today the Delegation was warmly welcomed by the Deputy Mayor and other city officials.
Previous mayors of the City of Hiroshima and governors of Hiroshima prefecture have had strong rela-
tionships with the Japanese American communities in the United States.

Hiroshima is the prefecture from which the largest number of our Issei pioneers journeyed to the
United States. In the pre-World War II period over 100,000 left Hiroshima on ships bound for Hawaii
and the mainland United States. Hiroshima Kenjin-kai are strong in cities such as Honolulu, Los
Angeles, and San Francisco. The long standing ties which exist between Hiroshima and Japanese
Americans in the United States make today’s program even more meaningful. We thank our Hiroshima
co-sponsors for hosting us today.

This is the seventh delegation of Japanese American leaders that has traveled to Japan, with the sup-
port of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership. The
Japanese American National Museum serves as the coordinator of this program and I have had the
honor of accompanying each delegation since the program began in 2000. The purpose of this program
is to bring outstanding Nikkei leaders from throughout the United States and introduce them to Japan
and its leaders in order to create stronger long-term relationships between Japanese Americans and the
people of Japan.

This year, the delegation is comprised of 13 diverse leaders from nine regions of the United States.
For four members, this is their first trip to Japan. The other nine members have varying degrees of
experience in Japan, but most started this trip with limited knowledge about Japan. This is true of most
Sansei and Yonsei in the United States today. For many historic reasons, today’s younger Nikkei have
had little connection to the land of their ancestry.

However, we believe that Japanese Americans can and should play an important role in building an
even stronger relationship between the United States and Japan. Today many Japanese Americans hold
significant positions and can share expertise and knowledge with counterparts in Japan. We look for-
ward to this program creating and maintaining peer relationships, in which we can call upon one
another in good times and in challenging times.

We know that the most important way to gain an appreciation of different cultures is to travel to
that country. Programs like the Japanese American Leadership Delegation, which bring people to
Japan, need to be expanded so more Nikkei can experience its rich history and culture. Likewise, we
hope that more people in Japan will learn about the experience and contributions of Japanese
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Americans in Nikkei communities in the United States. I invite each of you to come to the United States
and visit the Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles.

The mission of the Japanese American National Museum is to preserve and share the Japanese
American experience, with Americans of all backgrounds and increasingly with a worldwide audience,
including South America and Japan. Through my work with the National Museum, I have had the
opportunity to visit Hiroshima several times before.

The Japanese American National Museum sponsored two exhibitions in Hiroshima, the most recent
at the Hiroshima Prefectural Art Museum in 2002. “From Bento to Mixed Plate: Americans of Japanese
Ancestry in Multi-cultural Hawaii” was an exhibition about the experience of Japanese Americans in
Hawaii. It was warmly received by people in Hiroshima and we were assisted by many volunteers in
Hiroshima. Several years earlier, we featured an exhibition on Japanese American and Japanese artists at
the Hiroshima City Art Museum.

In our work to reach a global audience, the National Museum has implemented an International
Nikkei Research Project for the past several years. As a part of this effort, we developed a global website,
Discover Nikkei, at www.discovernikkei.org. It provides a wealth of information on the Nikkei experi-
ence in North and South America. There are 17 institutional and organizational affiliates, which along
with the Japanese American National Museum provide access via the Internet to information on the
Nikkei experience. The website is in four languages, English, Japanese, Spanish and Portuguese.

Shortly, I will introduce the three members of our panel. The panelists will share with you their per-
sonal and professional experiences as Americans of Japanese ancestry. You will see from the brief
biographies of all of the delegates in your program, that they have each achieved excellence in their
careers and are important community leaders in the United States. We wish time had permitted us to
have each of the delegates speak to you this afternoon.

The program this afternoon provides an important opportunity for us to learn from each other. As
we redefine the U.S.-Japan relationship in the future, we know we will be faced with many conflicts,
many challenges. As we look to the future we believe that each of us, as individuals, as leaders, and as
citizens of the world can contribute to make this peaceful world that will be better and brighter for
future generations.

I'm very pleased to turn over the program to our co-moderator, distinguished scholar and professor
Hiromichi Yamashiro.

HIROMICHI YAMASHIRO
(Professor of History, Graduate School of Letters, Hiroshima University)

Thank you, Irene.

Before I begin, I would like to express thanks to the sponsors of this symposium, the Japanese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership; to our cosponsors,
the Japanese American National Museum and the Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation; and our sup-
porting organizations, the Prefecture and City of Hiroshima, Hiroshima University, and the Japan-
America Society of Hiroshima. Their generosity has made it possible to invite the Japanese American
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leaders to Japan and to arrange for the events of this program. We are also sincerely grateful to all of
you for gathering here today. I am Hiromichi Yamashiro, professor at the Hiroshima University
Graduate School of Letters and one of the coordinators of this symposium.

We might ask ourselves: What do we know about Japanese Americans? Settlers first left Japan for
Hawaii and the mainland United States in 1868; that is 140 years ago. The 13 members of the delegation
here today all have someone in their family histories who, at some point, made the decision to emigrate
from Japan to the United States. Immigrant Japanese and Japanese Americans have been part of U.S.
history for roughly 140 of the 230 years since the country achieved independence in 1776.

Over the course of history, as the generations changed, from first-generation Issei to the third-gen-
eration Sansei, and fourth-generation Yonsei, their identity—their self-awareness—as Japanese or as
Nikkei, gradually evolved, both as individuals and as an ethnic group. What, then, are the factors that
prompted these shifts within each person or generation to make them the way they are today? And
what new ties and partnerships do Japanese Americans seek to establish with Japan, now that they have
come to regard their identities as almost entirely American, as the great majority of them no doubt
must?

Japanese American identity is described today as extremely diverse. This can be attributed to the
historical experiences of Japanese Americans both as individuals and as a group and to intermarriage
with members of other ethnic groups.

World War II, we are told, transformed “immigrants from Japan” into “Japanese Americans.” War
represents a major test, forcing people to decide which country they identify with. In this respect,
immigrant Japanese and Japanese Americans were at a crossroads. Japanese Americans on the West
Coast, despite being U.S. citizens, were evicted from their homes and forced to face the hardships of the
internment/relocation camps. Such experiences in different parts of the country during and after the
war set Japanese Americans on different courses. Thus the diversity of Japanese American identity
today reflects the variety of Japanese Americans’ historical experiences.

For today’s symposium, entitled “Japanese Americans at a Crossroad: Connecting Past, Present and
Future,” we will be asking each panelist to relate as much as they can about their own and their families’
experiences as immigrant Japanese (Issei) or Japanese Americans (Nisei, Sansei, Yonsei), including
some things that they may not want to remember. We will also have them share their thoughts on the
state of Japanese Americans now and into the future.

Since I am going to ask the three panelists for their stories, it is only fair that I give my own first.
Allow me to talk briefly about my background and research.

I am what you might call a “Nikkei Japanese.” By 1903, my grandparents had emigrated from
Hiroshima to Hawaii. Their six children were all born in Hawaii except for the last boy, who was born
in Japan. The three younger children—my father and his sisters—went at a young age to receive school-
ing in Japan, where they were when World War II broke out. My father joined the Japanese military and
gave up U.S. citizenship, making it no longer possible for him to return to the United States. One of his
sisters died in the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima. My father lived in Hiroshima and married my
mother, who gave birth to me in 1946. My grandfather, who had stayed behind in Hawaii with his three
older children, often sent us supplies in the years immediately following the end of the war. Thus the
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baby formula, crackers, and other necessities that I grew up on as an infant were all American-made.
Thanks to these I was once even awarded a certificate for excellent health. My grandfather later
returned to Japan, where he died shortly afterwards.

Had my grandparents not immigrated to Hawaii, I would never have gone abroad to the University
of Hawaii and the East-West Center nor had cousins living in the United States. Nor, in all likelihood,
would I have coordinated a symposium about Japanese Americans and gained the opportunity to meet
all of you here today.

History, my area of study, is a discipline that moves across time and space. The overarching theme of
my research is “movement of peoples throughout history”; in other words, I am interested in examin-
ing what drives people to migrate as well as what cultural interactions come about as a result.

A long time ago, Vikings from northern Europe settled along the mouth of the Seine in the present-
day region of Normandy, France. Their origin earned their descendants the name Normans, literally
“Northmen.” For about a century since gaining Normandy in 911, the Normans sought to assimilate
with the surrounding French, embracing Christianity, adopting French culture, and intermarrying with
local peoples. Following this phase, their members spread out into southern Italy and Sicily (and from
there into Antioch, or present-day Syria), the Iberian peninsula (present-day Spain), and, after con-
quering the island in 1066, England. The migration into southern Italy was prompted by Norman pil-
grimage to the Christian site, Monte Sant’ Angelo, in southern Italy. Then considered the best
mercenaries in Europe, these Normans were hired by local lords, eventually taking control of their own
lands in southern Italy and Sicily.

Other Normans undertook pilgrimages of an academic rather than religious nature. Traveling to
Palermo in Sicily or Toledo in Spain, these intellectuals absorbed new medical and scientific knowledge
entering from the Islamic world. Similar migrations to centers of learning take place even today as peo-
ple go abroad to attend foreign universities, in some cases staying behind to acquire positions at local
companies or academic institutions.

Like the contract immigrants who once went to work on Hawaiian sugar-cane plantations as part of
an agreement between the governments of Japan and Hawaii, the modern-day students who go abroad
on scholarships from accepting governments may be considered “contract immigrants” engaged to
study in these places for a set period and fee. In this respect, I, too, was an immigrant effectively under
contract with the U.S. government during the time I was in Hawaii on a scholarship from the East-West

Center.

Another parallel may be drawn between medieval European knights from Normandy who settled
into southern Italy and Sicily after being hired as mercenaries for their fighting skills and present-day
foreigners of Japanese descent who enter Japan to fulfill the demand for labor.

Following the death of William I, who had ruled Normandy and England as one since conquering
the latter in 1066, the two successors who took separate control of each territory (his sons) fell at odds.
Lords with property on both sides found themselves at a significant crossroads. Some families chose
one ruler or the other, while others divided their members to maintain loyalty toward both.
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Immigrant Japanese and Japanese Americans at the outbreak of World War II found themselves at
an equally significant crossroads in terms of their loyalties to Japan and the United States. Some fami-
lies were split between the two countries. Others chose to belong to one or the other. Here today we
have descendants of those who went their separate ways, then encountering one another once again.

The Normans also offer us hints for thinking about the rise and disappearance of ethnic groups. The
Normans existed as a distinct group only from the settlement of Normandy in 911 to the late twelfth
century (1185), or roughly 300 years (274 to be precise). Within the discipline of history, which is
grounded on sources, an ethnic group is considered to exist only so long as its name appears in records.
The Normans fell out of sight due to loss of ethnic identity; once they lost identity as a separate group,
no one saw fit to remark on them or to write about them. What path will Japanese Americans take in
this respect? The Japanese American National Museum, which safeguards ethnic records, has an impor-
tant role to fulfill indeed.

Whether or not the Japanese American leaders here today end up visiting their actual ancestral
homes, for them this trip to Japan no doubt represents a spiritual search for their roots, or in other
words a journey inquiring into their identity—their sense of who they are. Thus I would like to ask
them the following questions:

1) When and how did you come to acquire an awareness or sense of identity as a Japanese
American? Those raised by Nisei parents who, owing to wartime experiences, were unwilling to
think back on the ties to Japan that caused them such hardship may not have gained a conscious-
ness of themselves as Japanese Americans until they reached adulthood. By contrast, others
whose parents, like many kibei Nisei (Nisei educated in Japan), valued their bonds with Japan
were probably encouraged to think of themselves as Japanese Americans from a young age.

2) The members of the delegation here today were all invited because they are Japanese American
leaders. How did being Japanese American affect you as you were building your career, and how
does it continue to affect you in the present? Or did it perhaps have no bearing? If so, why?

3) What does the future hold for Japanese Americans? In particular, if the diversity of Japanese
American identity is to be stressed, then is this diversity on its way to developing even further
into something else? In thinking of yourselves as “Japanese Americans,” “Asian Americans,” or
simply “Nikkei,” what visions of yourselves do you wish to or believe you should realize in the
future?

4) Leadership appears to be socially well respected in American society. What roles do leaders need
to fulfill? In particular, is there any special significance to being a Japanese American leader either
in the local or Japanese American community?

5) What, if anything, do you believe you can contribute toward friendly relations between Japan and
the United States?

Now we will have Irene introduce our panelists.

HIRANO

Thank you, Professor Yamashiro.

Our first panelist this afternoon will be Mr. Harold Taniguchi from Seattle Washington. Mr.
Taniguchi is the Director of the Department of Transportation for King County in the state of
Washington. Mr. Taniguchi holds a masters of public administration from the University of
Washington and an undergraduate degree from Pomona College in California. This is Mr. Taniguchi’s
second visit to Japan, his first visit was about 17 years ago. His mother’s family is from Kagoshima and
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his father’s family is from Hiroshima. The focus of Mr. Taniguchi’s presentation today will be about a
prominent and important Japanese American community organization in Seattle, Nikkei Concerns,
which serves the needs of elderly Japanese Americans. Please welcome Mr. Harold Taniguchi.
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HAROLD TANIGUCHI (Director, King Country Department of Transportation)

My Roots in Hiroshima

I am a Sansei, third generation Japanese-American. My grandparents were all born in Japan, and my
father’s family is from Hiroshima. Over 16 years ago, I was in this city with my wife and parents. We
were here to attend a memorial service for my father’s parents. During that last visit, my father intro-
duced me to his extended family and explained a few things about his early childhood. It is a fond
memory for me since my father passed away a few years later.

My family’s journey to America began here over 100 years
ago. Although the details are not clear, my grandfather left
Hiroshima for Hawaii in the early 1900s. My father was the
second of three children, and was born in Hawaii in 1920. My
father’s family then returned to Japan shortly thereafter. Here
he is in about fourth grade with his classmates in Hiroshima.

[Picture 1: Graduation class]
[Picture 1]

After spending his adolescent years here in Hiroshima, my father returned to Hawaii in 1941, just
before the beginning of World War II. In part due to his recent return from Japan, he was one of the
few individuals sent to concentration camp from Hawaii during the war. In the mainland United States,
over 150,000 people of Japanese descent, U.S. citizens included, were incarcerated in several camps dur-
ing World War II.

While this action by my government was a tragedy, it allowed my father to meet my mother at a
concentration camp called Tule Lake. My parents later wed in 1945, and my eldest brother was born at
Tule Lake. I am the youngest of four children, and was born in Seattle, Washington, where my parents
eventually settled after the war.

My father’s upbringing had left a deep imprint on him. He had a strong interest in traditional
Japanese culture, such as kyogen (traditional theater), utai (noh singing), and calligraphy. He spoke pre-
dominantly Japanese, and when he did use his broken English, it had an interesting Hawaiian accent.
My father’s upbringing left an imprint on me as well.

My mother was born in Tacoma, Washington, and her parents are from Kagoshima. She spent some
time in Japan as a child, so she is fluent in both Japanese and English. My parents spoke Japanese to
each other and English to me. And while I had a perfect environment to learn Japanese, I can hardly
speak any at all.

Nikkei Concerns

Today, I am a volunteer at Nikkei Concerns, a non-profit organization that provides services to Nikkei
elderly in the Seattle area. I would like to share some of the stories and challenges of Nikkei Concerns
because I think they provide some insight into the Japanese-American experience.

In the 1970s, most of the Issei, or first generation Japanese, living in the Seattle area were about sev-
enty or eighty years old. Since this generation had spent their young years in Japan, it meant that their
language was predominantly Japanese, along with their preference for food and cultural activities.
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Understandably, the typical services provided to elderly in the 1970s did little to cater to Japanese tastes.
So, finding a nursing home to accommodate the needs of an elderly Issei in the Seattle area was impos-
sible.

To fill this important void, the children of these
aging parents took action and started a nursing home
catering to the needs of the Issei. In 1975, they created
Issei Concerns, the original name of the organization.
And shortly thereafter, the first Seattle Keiro opened
with 70 beds in October 1976.

[Picture 2: Opening of the old Seattle Keiro]
[Picture 2]

The decision to place a family member into a nursing home remains a very personal and difficult
choice. Often times, the special needs of our elderly make it very difficult for families to handle it alone.
I believe for the Nisei generation, this decision was particularly difficult because of the traditional
Japanese value system of taking care of one’s own family. Having a place like Seattle Keiro to ensure
these needs were met for the elderly Issei made this placement decision a little easier.

As the resident population at the nursing home began to grow, Issei Concerns began to expand its
services. In 1978, it started an adult day care program called Kokoro Kai, which means “a meeting of
the minds.” The Kokoro Kai program engages our participants with activities, exercise and lunch. Their
daily routine is also enhanced by being surrounded by caring
volunteers and friends.

In 1980, in response to its evolving programs, the name
was changed to Nikkei Concerns. Meanwhile, the demand
for nursing cares grew, and so a larger facility was underway.

In June 1987, the new Seattle Keiro nursing home opened
with 150 beds. [Picture 3: The New Seattle Keiro]
[Picture 3]

To complement its skilled nursing and adult day care services, in 1990 a continuing education pro-
gram was started called Nikkei Horizons. Through Nikkei Horizons, creativity, social opportunities and
healthier lifestyles are promoted through a wide range of classes and travel. And finally in 1998, Nikkei
Manor opened, providing assisted living for 50 residents. While living independently, Nikkei Manor

residents have the assurance of knowing that help is there when needed for medication assistance, daily
meals, and housekeeping.

My experiences with Nikkei Concerns over the years have been rich and plentiful. There are, however,

three segments of this experience that I would like to share with you: the introduction of younger volunteers
into the organization, the story of our child care center, and the strategic challenges of Nikkei Concerns today.
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Mi-Yo-I Kai

In the late 1990s, like many organizations that are in their twentieth year of existence, Nikkei Concerns
began to change. The founders and longtime leaders of the organization were getting older, and looking
for others to continue their fine work. In general, volunteerism of the Sansei, this next generation, took
on a different form than that of their parents, the Nisei. The Nisei generation was often responsible for
the creation of organizations. They did the fundraising and built the buildings we now enjoy. They
painted the rooms, mopped the floors, tended to the gardens.

The Sansei, in starting their own families, reflect much more diversity. In fact, Japanese-Americans
tend to marry non-Japanese-Americans more than any other Asian-Pacific Islander community in
America. This tends to weaken a natural tie to the local Japanese-American community by introducing
other ethnic and racial elements into the family.

After World War II, most Japanese-Americans returning to the Seattle area tended to live in just a
few locations. Nisei families tended to stay relatively close to these areas. The Sansei, however, tended to
move further and further away from these traditional clusters. The Sansei were also still building
careers and having families. This combination of distance and lack of free time made volunteer activi-
ties increasingly challenging. And while there were certainly Sansei individuals that remain longtime
volunteer leaders, they were few in number.

In response to these noticeable trends, in 1997 a group of Sansei and Yonsei “youth” started a coali-
tion called “Mi-Yo-I Kai,” with the mission of attracting new interest about Nikkei Concerns from
among the Sansei and Yonsei. The name Mi-Yo-I Kai reflects the composition of the third (mi), fourth
(yo) and fifth (i) generations. This Mi-Yo-I Kai group held fundraising events specifically targeting an
intergenerational participation.

While the Mi-Yo-I Kai group is no longer active, the experience did result in some positive out-
comes. During its brief period of activity, Mi-Yo-I Kai introduced the issues of aging, and the challenges
of Nikkei Concerns to a younger generation. We tend not to think of elderly care unless it is something
you are facing in your own family. Like many of life’s issues, experiencing it personally can be a rude
awakening. Through its fundraising and social events, Mi-Yo-I Kai increased the awareness of elderly
care issues, and also introduced several dedicated younger volunteers into the organization.

Today, I serve as the president of the board. As I look at the immediate past and upcoming leader-
ship, they were all involved with the Mi-Yo-I Kai experience. And the intergenerational team work con-
tinues, albeit it at diminished frequency. A few of the founders remain active, and their handling of the
leadership transition was remarkable. I remain humbled in this position, and in constant fear of letting
them down.

KiDcare

Over ten years ago, Nikkei Concerns started a day care center at its Seattle Keiro facility. While not relat-
ed to elderly care, the program concept was based on intergenerational participation. The day care chil-
dren would be allowed to periodically visit the elderly residents, giving both groups something to look
forward to. Tanoshimi, I believe, is the Japanese word for this. And when we become elderly and our
lifestyles become increasingly restricted, something to look forward to becomes more precious. The day
care, called KIDcare for Keiro Intergenerational Day Care, started in 1996.
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Like any thoughtful business, our day care program was designed to meet the needs of our target
audience. We offered activities for the children that reflected the Japanese culture. While not all of our
teachers were of Japanese decent, it was clear that Japanese influence at the day care was a factor that
made it popular and unique.

The day care participants were not predominantly Nikkei, or even Asian-American. During the
development of the program, it was thought that predominantly Nikkei children would be the ones
interacting with the predominantly Nikkei elderly residents of the nursing home. Interestingly, this was
not taking place.

The biggest challenge, however, was that the administration of KIDcare was not working smoothly.
While the level of attention in the activity centers remained high, the administrative leadership of the
day care center was unstable. In response to this problem, we conducted several evaluations with out-
side assistance to determine what can be done. Unfortunately, after thorough review of our situation,
we concluded that our day care programming did not complement the operations of our core mission,
the nursing home. Simply put, to address these challenges appropriately would require a level of man-
agement and financial priority that was not sustainable for us at that time. We made the unpopular
decision of closing our day care programming in 2006.

As the decision was being made, we met with family members to discuss our limited options. These
meetings were not pleasant, as parents were understandably stressed about finding new day care ser-
vices and lamented the demise of the unique cultural elements of KIDcare. It was during these heated
moments that I, along with other board members, found something interesting.

Most of the children at the day care were non-Nikkei, so the discussion about closure had a unique
cultural tone. Non-Nikkei parents were admonishing us for making a business decision that did not feel
very Japanese in nature. And when they touted the unique value of KIDcare, it had the striking theme
of caring, or feeling, something called kimochi in Japanese. In short, through its programming, KIDcare
had created a strong sense of kimochi among the families, and the loss of this environment for their
children was very difficult.

The Future of Nikkei Concerns
Looking ahead, Nikkei Concerns continues to face some interesting challenges. Lifestyles of today are

more healthy and active, and the ever changing elderly care profession is in step with these changes. For
us, this requires a thorough review of our services and facilities to ensure that they meet the needs of
our target audience. Already, we know that the model of our Seattle Keiro nursing home feels outdated
compared to the current trend towards less institutionalized facilities.

The quality of care, cost, and proximity are other important factors for families when making deci-
sions about nursing home care. Like any successful business, we are constantly trying to improve our
organization and services while keeping the costs to our residents down.

Perhaps the most interesting challenge, however, does not rest with the changes in elderly care, or

with the constant battle of cost containment. Our biggest strategic challenge is determining who our
future residents will be. In the beginning, perhaps the needs of the Issei were simpler to accommodate.
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While there was no question that the typical nursing homes could not meet the needs of the elderly
Issei, providing language, diet and activities to these aging Issei was a clear set of objectives.

In comparison, however, the needs of the aging Nikkei population are changing. The Nisei genera-
tion, for example, speaks predominantly English, and has experienced much diversity in terms of food,
activities and interests. The offerings of language, diet, and cultural sensitivity are not as critical to our
residents today as were to the Issei elderly.

In the Seattle area, the growth of the Japanese-American population has been diminishing due to
several factors. Low immigration numbers from Japan, fewer children from among Japanese-American
families, and marrying into other ethnic and racial groups are a few factors contributing to this decline
in numbers.

According to the 2000 census, the Nikkei population in the state of Washington is over 56,000, most
living in the Seattle area. We estimate about 6,000 are now over the age of seventy. Given these figures,
it appears that there may be enough aging Nikkei to supplement our resident population. However, our
current resident population is not 100 percent Nikkei, so we know Nikkei families are selecting nursing
homes other than ours. And, we know that we offer something that appeals to others outside the Nikkei
community.

Thirty years ago, the “new” generation of young adults from Japan needed a place to rest as they set-
tled into their final years. It was the Japanese language, songs, cultural activities or food from Nikkei
Concerns that brought them some comfort to a home far away from their native Japan. This is what has
made us unique among quality nursing homes.

Today, to remain competitive, we need to adjust and continue our efforts to renew the organization
with younger volunteers and leadership. This challenge, albeit different from the past, rests on the
shoulders of the Sansei and Yonsei generation.

For tomorrow, perhaps the cultural emphasis on things Japanese will become less critical for our
nursing home residents to function. Or, as we learned from our day care center experience, perhaps this
sense of kimochi we offer, which is very Japanese, will turn out to have universal appeal.

Thank you for the opportunity to share my Japanese-American experience.

HIRANO

Thank you very much, Harold. You will see from the individuals in the Japanese American delegation,
that it is a diverse group, from various professional backgrounds, interest areas, and from throughout
the United States. Seattle is in Washington state on the western coast of the United States.

Our second panelist is Sandra Tanamachi from the middle and southern part of the United States,
Freeport, Texas. She graduated from the University of Northern Colorado and has been a teacher for 25
years. Ms. Tanamachi has received many awards for her outstanding work in education, including being
named “Teacher of the Year” by her school. Sandra has been mentoring student teachers from various
Texas colleges in her classroom since 1990. Her presentation today will focus on her 12-year fight to
eliminate a racially offensive street name in two Texas communities: “Jap Road” in Jefferson County
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and “Jap Lane” in Orange County, Texas. One of the awards that Sandra has received for this effort is
the Japan Foreign Ministry Commendation. Ms. Tanamachi’s mother’s family was from Wakayama and
her father’s family from Fukuoka. This is her first visit to Japan. Please welcome Ms. Sandra Tanamachi.

SANDRA TANAMACHI (Elementary School Teacher)

Thank you, Irene. I would also like to thank the Japan Foundation’s Center for Global Partnership,
Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Japanese American National Museum, and the Consulate
General’s Office of Japan, in Los Angeles and in our various communities across America, for providing
my colleagues and me with this wonderful opportunity to share with you our experiences as Japanese
Americans. I also wish to especially thank Consul General Yoshi Kamo and Vice Consul Seiko
Watanabe from the Consulate General’s office in Houston, Texas for nominating me for this outstand-
ing program. This is my very first trip to Japan, and it is truly a “dream come true” for me.

This year’s theme, “Japanese Americans at a Crossroad,” is a timely one. That this symposium is
being held here at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum is also apt, for this park came about as a
result of a time when the nation of Japan itself was at a crossroad, and I am truly honored to be here on
these hallowed grounds.

My history is a bit different from the norm. In addition to being a Japanese American, 'm also a
Japanese Texan and that is where my Southern accent comes from. And so, in true Texas fashion, I

1”

would like to begin by welcoming all of you with a traditional Texas greeting: “Howdy -Y’all

My paternal grandparents, Kumazo and Asao Hirayama Tanamachi, emigrated from Fukuoka pre-
fecture to America at the beginning of the twentieth century. They settled in Seal Beach, in Southern
California and began farming. My grandfather wasn’t allowed to buy or own land in California, so he
decided to move to Texas where land could be purchased. He moved his family initially to East Texas in
1921 when my father, Jiro, was seven years old. The family ultimately settled in the Rio Grande Valley
which is located in the southernmost tip of Texas. Members of my family, including my mother, still
live there.

My maternal grandfather, Teizo Nakao, emigrated to the United States from Wakayama prefecture
in the early 1900s while my grandmother, Chika, stayed in Japan and began her teaching career.

Obaachan graduated from Wakayama Teachers College. She taught for 10 years at Yuasa-cho Suhara
Gakko. Later she joined my grandfather in America and they settled in the Terminal Island area of
Southern California. My mother, Kikuko, was the oldest of their four children.

For my grandparents, on both sides, life in America was all about “settling in” and establishing new
roots in the fertile soil of their new homeland. “Kodomo no tame ni” became the theme, as offspring
started to arrive, and the focus shifted, for my grandparents, as it did for all Issei parents, from just “set-
tling in,” to raising their children, the Nisei generation, to become solid, contributing American citi-
zens. The accomplishments of our Nisei generation show that the Issei succeeded very well in this
endeavor.

Perhaps the defining experience for my parents, Jiro and Kikuko, as it is for all Japanese Americans
of the Nisei generation, was World War II. The internment of West Coast Japanese Americans, the cre-
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ation of the all Japanese American 100th battalion /442nd Regimental Combat Team, as well as the for-
mation of the Japanese American Military Intelligence Service, and their significant contributions to
the Allied war effort, are all parts of that experience.

In 1942, my mother and her family were removed from their home in Terminal Island under
Executive Order 9066. They were evacuated initially to a race track outside of Los Angeles and forced to
live in a converted horse stall for three months. My mother still remembers the horrible stench the
horses had left behind. She and her family were later sent across the country and incarcerated in a con-
centration camp in Rohwer, Arkansas. Many young Nisei men volunteered to join the war effort from
this camp, as did young Nisei men from all of the concentration camps scattered throughout the deso-
late places in America. My mother’s brother, Taira, was one of the volunteers and he served with the
occupation forces in Japan.

My father’s side did not have to evacuate, because Texas was outside the evacuation zone; however,
they were still affected by the war. My father had three brothers who joined the all Japanese American
442nd Regimental Combat Team. One, Saburo, I never got to know, because he was killed in the war.
He died in France during the rescue of the Texas Lost Battalion, a famous World War II incident. He
was awarded the Silver Star Medal, the third highest Medal the United States Army awards, for his hero-
ic actions during the rescue effort. He was one of the two first Japanese American soldiers to be buried
at the United States National Military Cemetery at Arlington, Virginia.

We owe a lot to our Nisei veterans. They “answered the
call” of their country in a time of need and made great sacri-
fices answering that call; paying with their blood, sweat, and
tears, our entry into the mainstream of the great nation of
America that is our home. [Picturel]

“Japanese Americans at a Crossroad” is only one-half of
this year’s theme. The other half, “Connecting Past, Present
and Future” can, perhaps, be used to describe my own per-
. . . « » . [Picture 1]
sonal experiences, especially in the “Jap Road” experience.
What I thought would be a simple name change, taking, perhaps, a single day, in front of local magis-
trates, turned out be a lengthy journey of 12 years. But the journey was an enriching one for me. The
connections that were made and the bonds that were formed during the journey endure today and will

for the rest of my life.

I moved to Beaumont, Texas in the late 1980s. Beaumont is about 100 miles due east of Houston,
Texas. When 1 first became aware of the existence of Jap Road, I couldn’t believe it. There were large
billboards along major highways which carried advertisement for the Boondocks, a popular seafood
restaurant located on “Jap Road.” There were television and radio commercials which carried the words
“Jap Road” over the airways and into everybody’s homes.

I had grown up learning that the word “Jap” was a racial slur, and it has always caused Japanese
Americans much anguish, pain, and suffering. It was used to show contempt, hatred, and bigotry
toward Japanese and Japanese Americans. I must admit, that personally, it is very difficult for me to use
the word so many times in this presentation, and I apologize for having to do so.
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The existence of Jap Road presented me with my own personal crossroad. What should I do? Do I
just ignore it and just say “Shikata ga nai”? Or do I proceed down a path less traveled and do something
about it?

Watching the 1992 Winter Olympics helped me make my decision. I
joined with fellow Japanese Americans across our country in celebrating
Kristi Yamaguchi’s winning of the Olympic Gold Medal in figure skat-
ing. After the joy of watching Kristi Yamaguchi stand at the top of the
podium while our National Anthem played, there was a station break.

The commercial for the Boondocks restaurant came on, with the words,

“Jap Road” emblazoned across the TV screen and a voice loudly

announcing its location as being “Waaay down on Jap Road.” That crys-

tallized it for me. As an American who is very proud of her Japanese

heritage, I decided that I would begin working on changing the name of

Jap Road. [Picture 2] _
[Picture 2]

Jap Road was named to honor a pioneering Japanese family, the Mayumis, from Tsu City, Mie
Prefecture, who introduced rice farming to East Texas. Yoshio and his younger brother, Yasuo, pur-
chased and farmed over 1700 acres in Fannett, which is 10 miles south of Beaumont from 1905 until
1924 when the property was sold. The road that led to the Mayumi farm was informally called, then
later, formally named “Jap Road” to honor the Mayumi family. The crossroad was named Burrell
Wingate Road to honor two other pioneering families. I could not understand why Jap Road wasn’t
named Mayumi Road to truly honor the Mayumi family.

Opposition from the local community, to my Jap Road campaign, ran deep because they felt any
change would mean an admission that their forebearers might have been racist. They also insisted that
changing the name of the road would be losing part of their history.

The road fell under the jurisdiction of the Jefferson County Commissioners. They were the ones
who held the power to change the name of the road. They were the ones who had to be convinced to do
$0.

With the help of my cousin, attorney Shirley Nakao, I began to seek support in this endeavor. My
cousin wrote letters to U.S. Congressman Robert Matsui and Norman Mineta. She also got me in con-

tact with the President of the National Japanese American Historical Society, Dr. Clifford Uyeda, who
became my mentor and advised me on my campaign which culminated in the first hearing at the
Jefferson County Commissioners Court, July 12, 1993. We received letters of support from President-
Elect Bill Clinton, Congressman Robert Matsui, and from numerous Japanese American organizations.
These letters were read at the hearing. Representatives from the major national civil rights organiza-
tions also came to the hearing and testified on our behalf.

However, after hearing our testimonies, the commissioners voted 4 to 1 against renaming the road.

The lone dissenting vote was cast by Edward Moore, the first African American to be elected as county

commissioner in Jefferson County.
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I remained undeterred, despite this setback, and I contacted a member of the Texas State legislature,
Representative Jim Solis, with the hope of getting a law passed that would ban the use of racial slurs in
Texas. All efforts, unfortunately, were to no avail.

At this point, it became apparent to me that the only way to get the name of Jap Road changed was
to go again before the County Commissioners and get them to rethink their original decision.

In 2001, I joined forces with Tom Kuwahara from Lafayette, Louisiana who had come across “Jap”
Road on a trip to San Antonio and who wanted to change the name of the road as well. By 2003, we
were also joined by two prominent Nikkei civil rights activists, Sharon Seymour of Seattle, Washington,
and Miki Kawakami of Pocatello, Idaho, as well as prominent San Francisco attorney, Dale Minami,
and together we formed the Committee to Change “Jap” Road (CCJR).

On December 2, 2003, we called a press conference to announce that a petition was being sent to the
United States Department of Transportation and the United States Department of Housing
Development. The petition called for the withholding of federal funds to Fannett unless the name of
“Jap Road” was changed. The petition was signed by all the major civil right organizations in the
United States. The Anti-Defamation League, National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People, Japanese American Citizens League, Organization of Chinese American, League of United Latin
American Council, National Asian Pacific Americans Legal Consortium, and the American Civil
Liberties Union all signed the petition.

Soon after our press conference, the County Commissioners arranged for a second hearing to take
place on July 19, 2004. The outcome this time was positive. After a hearing more than 4 hours long, the
commissioners voted unanimously, with one abstention, to change the name of Jap Road.

The hearing itself was remarkable. A letter received from Senator Daniel Inouye, advocating the
change, was read into the record. The results of a JACL mounted signature campaign, which had col-
lected over 4,000 signatures from across the nation, was also presented to the court. John Tateishi, the
National Executive Director of the Japanese American Citizens League, came and testified before the
commissioners as did representatives from each of the civil rights organizations that had signed the
petition in December. Two 442nd Regiment veterans came and testified, as well. They told the commis-
sioners how the State of Texas had made the 442nd Regiment veterans all Honorary Texas Citizens in
gratitude for rescuing The Lost Battalion (the 36th Division). A veteran from the 36th Division also
came to the hearing and testified.

To support these testimonies, Terry Shima and Grant Ichikawa of the Japanese American Veterans
Association began a national letter writing campaign. Our veterans answered the call again and, in the
weeks leading up to the hearing, they had inundated the commissioners with their heart-wrenching
tales of sacrifice, serving their country, during World War II.

The Texas 36th Division Association was also asked to write letters supporting our effort to get the
name change, and Commanding Officer, Marty Higgins, wrote an inspring letter which backed our
efforts. The number of letters the commissioners received from veterans across our country was
impressive.
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After the hearing, the residents who lived on Jap Road were
asked by the commissioners to come up with a new name. Our
hope was that they would decide to rename the road Mayumi
Road, but, instead, they opted for Boondocks Road, the name of
the, now defunct, seafood restaurant that started the renaming
battle. Later, two other counties in Texas also changed the names
of roads containing the same slur. I am proud to say that our
great state of Texas no longer has any Jap Roads in existence.
[Picture 3] [Picture 3]

I learned a lot from this experience, and I learned a lot about myself. I came to appreciate the power
of networking and, most importantly, I learned there are many people of good will out there who will
help if they think your cause is a just one.

I try to incorporate all of this into my lesson plans at school. I teach my students that if you believe
in something, and what you believe in is good, take a stand. You'll find that other people will help you,
and you’ll be a better person for having taken the stand. I also teach them about diversity, how our
country is a beautiful mosaic of nationalities and how their great grandparents immigrated to seek a
new life in America, the land of opportunity. I teach them that, even though we all don’t look alike and
come from different ethnic backgrounds, our values are all the same; that we all share common goals
and aspirations. Last month in the United States was Black History Month, where all public schools in
Texas are expected to teach units on the contributions of African Americans. I expand the unit to
include other ethnic groups as well, including Japanese Americans. Two years ago, I arranged to have
our very first Japanese American astronaut, Daniel Tani, visit our school and talk about his experiences
in America’s national space program. I also take the opportunity throughout the year to teach lessons
on how the world is really a global village; how people of all nations have goals that are very similar;
how everyone ultimately wants Peace. I teach my students about Hiroshima through the beautiful story
of “Sadako Sasaki and the Thousand Paper Cranes.” This is why I feel so blessed that I was able to come
to visit Hiroshima. I have learned so many valuable lessons about Japan on this incredible trip, and I
plan to incorporate what I have learned this past week into my teaching curriculum.

Thank you for letting me share my personal life experiences with you, and special thanks to Irene
Hirano, Professor Yamashiro, Keiko Morito, Hiroshi Furusawa, Eiko Sato, and my fellow 12 delegates
for making this trip one which I will always treasure.

HIRANO

Our third panelist is from the eastern part of the United States. Dr. Donna Shimoda Hollingshead is
also an educator and is currently the Executive Director in the Office of the Deputy Superintendent of
Schools, Montgomery County Public Schools in Maryland, which is adjacent to Washington, D.C. She
received her undergraduate and graduate degree from the University of Maryland and her Doctorate of
Education from Bowie State University in Maryland. In addition to her work in education, Dr.
Hollingshead is active in her community, serving as Co-President of the Asian American Education
Association and Executive Board Member for the Montgomery County Asian American Political
Alliance. She will speak today about her work in education and with Asian American students in partic-
ular. Dr. Hollingshead’s father’s family is from Okayama and her mother’s family is from Hiroshima.
This is her first trip to Japan. Please welcome Dr. Donna Shimoda Hollingshead.
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DONNA HOLLINGSHEAD (Executive Director in the Office of the Deputy Superintendent of
Schools, Montgomery Country Public Schools, Maryland)

I am honored to be here with you today as a member of the Japanese American Leadership Delegation
from the United States.

My career as an educator spans almost 30 years. I began my career as a biology and chemistry
teacher and later became a school principal in a large Maryland public school system - Montgomery
County - which is in the suburbs of Washington, D.C. More recently I have served in the central office
as a director of school performance and now as the executive director to the deputy superintendent of
schools. We have approximately 140,000 preschool through twelfth grade students, in 199 schools with
almost 22,000 employees. We are also geographically large including about 500 square miles. Our fiscal
year 2007 operating budget is 1.85 billion, with a per pupil cost of $12,422.

I am a third generation Japanese American, a Sansei. Both my Obaa-chan Tsutayo Nakano
Nishimoto and my Ojii-chan, Kanesuke Nishimoto are originally from Hiroshima. Given this fact, I am
tremendously grateful to be here to experience, firsthand, the land of my ancestors. My maternal grand-
parents left Hiroshima and emigrated to the United States, and lived in Fresno, California around the
early 1920s. They had six children, including my mother, Setsuko, who was born in 1930. My father’s
parents, Kangoro Shimoda and Haruno Kenmotsu Shimoda, were originally from Okayama. They also
emigrated to the western United States in the early 1920s, to Bainbridge Island outside of Seattle in
Washington State. They had three children, including my father, Masaru, who was born in 1928.

With the onset of World War II, even though my grandparents and their children were United States
citizens, no people of Japanese descent were trusted by the government and all were relocated to one of
ten prisons throughout the west from 1942 through 1946. The Shimoda Family was relocated from
Washington State to Manzanar Prison Camp in California. The Nishimoto family was relocated from
Fresno California to Poston Prison Camp in the Arizona desert. Both families lost all their property and
most of their personal belongings.

Here are a few photos of Manzanar which is North of Los
Angeles, California where my father’s family was impris-
oned. [Picture 1]

And this is a painting of the Poston Internment Camp
where my mother’s family lived for 3 to 4 years. [Picture 2]
Once the war ended, as you can imagine it was extremely
difficult if not impossible for Japanese-Americans to find
jobs. My grandparents found jobs at a vegetable packing [Picture 1]
company in New Jersey called Seabrook Farms, which
offered jobs to the Japanese-Americans coming out of the

camps.

Seabrook Farms was a large producers of frozen vegeta-
bles. The company experienced a labor shortage due to the
war. They hired minorities and set them up in ethnically seg-
regated villages. About 2,500 Japanese Americans went to

[Picture 2]
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work at the plant. They worked 12-hour days, at 35 cents to 50 cents an hour, with 1 day off every 2
weeks. They were provided concrete block buildings for housing.

My parents met in high school, later married and moved to Washington D.C. where they opened a
small grocery store. In the early 1950s there were very few Japanese Americans in Washington, D.C.
After a few years, they moved to the Maryland suburbs of Washington, D.C. and lived in the city of
Rockville, Montgomery County where there were no other Japanese-Americans and very few Asian
Americans.

My parents joined the Japanese American Citizen’s

League (JACL). At the time, this group was a large part of

their social life in the area. Two or three times a month, we

also would travel to Seabrook, New Jersey, back to the

Japanese community in which my parents had spent the pre-

vious five years. We would visit the Buddhist temple. It was

during these trips that I learned the most about Japanese

culture and my heritage. My father also earned a college

[Picture 3] degree while working two jobs. He and my mother expected

that each of us would earn a college degrees and we did. This is a photograph of my family in the late
1960s. [Picture 3]

From the late 1950s to the mid 1970s, my four sisters and I attended the Montgomery County pub-
lic schools. At that time, we were the only Japanese American family in the community and only a few
other Asian families. The county was not very diverse. In our years of school, we never had an Asian
American teacher or any Japanese American classmates. Today the Montgomery County public schools
have become much more diverse. It has evolved from a primarily all white school district to one in
which the whites are a minority. Its student population is: 41 percent white, 23 percent African
American, 21 percent Hispanic, and 15 percent Asian American. This shift in the student racial/ethnic
population has created a change in the priorities of the school system.

Given the changing demographics of the county, Asian Americans have formed coalitions to achieve
their agenda. I belong to two such groups: The Montgomery County Asian American Association and
the Montgomery County Asian American Political Alliance. In both groups, Japanese, Korean, Chinese,
Vietnamese, Thai, Cambodian and other Asian groups work together on various activities and projects

that help Asian Americans as one group.

More specifically, I am an executive board member of the Montgomery County Asian American
Political Alliance. We are comprised of Asian Americans from diverse backgrounds and careers. Many
of the group are business and government leaders. Our goal is to familiarize politicians and county
leaders with the hopes and needs of the Asian Americans in the community, as well as be a voice and
support to the community. It takes a critical mass of people, speaking with one voice to move forward
an agenda. In the United States, it is commonly said that the “squeaky wheel gets the grease.” One agen-
da item for our Asian American community was to have a school named for a prominent Asian
American. Throughout the history of the school system, vocal and powerful groups have been able to
name the schools, without regard for the diverse racial population of the county or recognizing the
accomplishments of minority leaders.
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Prior to 2001, no school in the county had been named for an Asian American. There was much
disagreement among the various racial and ethnic groups as to what the new school should be named.
Black, white, Hispanic, and even within the Asian American groups there was not agreement.

In this particular issue, as a group, we worked out our differences with other Asian American com-
munity members, narrowing down the name we would put forward as one group to the school board
of education. I saw our leaders face the daunting task of pulling together various Asian leaders from
each major group: Japanese, Korean, Chinese, Vietnamese, Thai, and others. In the end, all came
together to organize a united front in selecting the most suitable and agreeable person of Asian descent
that would be acceptable not only to the Asian American community, but to the entire community at
large.

In the end, while there were fewer Japanese than any other Asian group, the name of Senator Spark
Masayuki Matsunaga, Japanese American from Hawaii prevailed. He was a former resident of
Montgomery County during the time he served in the U.S. Congress. It was deemed that his honorable
background and notoriety as an outstanding statesman would make him an excellent candidate. After
an acrimonious battle with the Asian community pulling together, the school was named for Senator
Matsunaga in 2001. It is notable that today, 36 persent of the students at Matsunaga Elementary School
are of Asian descent.

A second example of the various Asian groups working together toward one purpose is in the area
of teacher and school administrator recruitment and retention. It has been our experience that in the
United States, public education is not a field typically pursued by Asian Americans as a career. In fact, I
was the first and only secondary principal in the history of Montgomery County and currently there are
only three elementary Asian American principals. This is less than 1 percent of the total school admin-
istration in our county. In addition, while the student population of our county is about 15 percent
Asian, less than 5 percent of the teachers are Asian American.

I am the co-president of the Asian American Education Association. We are made up of about 100
Asian American employees of the school district. As a group, the Asian American Education
Association seeks to build up the number of Asian American role models in the classroom and in
leadership positions in the county. To this end, our members work with the school district to recruit
well-qualified Asian American candidates through Asian
community groups as well as at major universities. In addi-
tion, we help to develop our own presence through universi-
ty graduate program partnerships and professional
development and mentoring of our existing employees.

This photograph is of the four students we selected to
receive partial college scholarships in the field of education.
Again, we would not have the capacity to do all this work
without joining hands with the other Asian American

groups. [Picture 4] [Picture 4]

Here are photos of my family. [Picrure 5] My husband John, with our dog, Gio; also pictured are my
daughters, Dorothy Setsuko and Kathryn Haruno (named for their grandmother and great-grand-
mother). We want our children to learn about and understand their Japanese heritage and we have
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taught them as much about Japanese traditions and values as
we ourselves know: We value education and the opportuni-
ties that will open up with hard work and dedication to
studies. We value the discipline and creativity associated
with being a musician—both our daughters are outstanding
clarinet players. We work together to create and maintain a
peaceful, harmonious atmosphere in our home. We have a
very close relationship with our extended family of grand-
parents, aunts, uncles, and cousins. We enjoy HOT baths!

[Picture 5]
And of course we take off our shoes at the door!

Given my journey as a Japanese-American, I believe that Japanese-Americans are at a crossroads. |
grew up in the 1950s through 1970s, a time when we witnessed and experienced our Japanese heritage
solely within our home and small Japanese American communities, JACL and Seabrook community.
Out of the home and in the larger community, we were perceived as outsiders solely based our physical
appearance. We did our best to fit in, any way possible. At that time, I thought there was little to con-
nect us to Japan except for the language my grandparents spoke and their cultural and religious tradi-
tions. But I now know that much of who I am is based on the values of a culture on the opposite side of
the world from where I live.

I have always been proud to be of Japanese descent, and I am fortunate that in today’s world, I do
not need to try to hide this outwardly and pretend that I am solely an American. In the part of the
United States where I live now, it is not only acceptable, but desirable to be familiar with your ancestry
and educate others about your culture.

In closing, I believe we are at a crossroads. We respect the Japanese traditions of the past. Through
our work with other Asian American groups we are building a more inclusive community in the pre-
sent (without compromising or losing our individual cultures). And we are looking to remain ground-
ed in our Japanese identity as our families become more diverse in the future. Thank you.
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Q. 1
How is Japanese history taught in schools in the United States? From what age are children taught

about Japan?

A1:

(Hollingshead)

I can only speak for the county in which I work, but throughout the United States there are thousands
and thousands of counties, and each state has its own requirements for what is taught to students. In
Montgomery County, Maryland, United States, history is taught in ninth grade, but it is also taught in
elementary school and junior high middle school, and the curriculum spirals up where they build each
year on different concepts and themes.

Specific to Asian Americans in the county, I think a lot of people like us feel there is not enough
taught about different cultures, including Japanese. There are events in our county like “Asian
American month” when, during that month, there is a focus on the different cultures within Asia. On
the one hand these occasions only provide a cursory look at—just bits and pieces— of different cul-
tures, but, on the other hand, they are one of the few opportunities we have to learn something about
other cultures. They are something that the students appreciate as they provide occasions when they
can take pride that people will know they are from Japan or from Korea, and see what the country of
their heritage is like. They hear all about the United States, but others know very little about the coun-
tries they or their families come from.

These events are surely not enough, but in fact, any subject you select, people might say we don’t
teach enough. As far as a curriculum specific to Japanese, I believe the JACL was distributing something
that was specific to Japanese Americans.

(Tanamachi)

In the United States, May is Asian Pacific American Heritage Month. So in the Houston area during the
month of May, the schools focus on different countries in Asia. One year they’ll focus on Japan, the
next year they’ll focus on China, the year after that maybe Korea, and that way all the children can learn
a little about each of the different Asian countries. In my classroom, I teach a unit on Japan each May.

Q. 2:
Is there any special curriculum for peace education? If there is any such curriculum, please tell us how it

is carried out.

A2:

(Tanamachi)

What I try to teach my children—who are just eight and nine years old—is that we all need to treat
one another as we want to be treated, that everyone needs to respect each other, and that there are bet-
ter ways to solve our differences than going to war. To me Hiroshima is a good example about the
tragedies of war, and I think what happened here teaches you about the follies of war and how people

need to come together to try to solve and settle their differences in a better way.
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(Hollingshead)
Nothing is taught specific to peace, but here again, compelling stories are important. The way that it
works in our county is that people will come, for example, with a compelling story to the board of
education and say, “this is something that you should focus on.”

I'll give you another example. The whole community— everybody in the community— has to take
a stand on health education, that is, sex education for children, and say whether they want it or do not
want it. In this way, everybody takes a stand, and in the United States when you want something you
just keep going for it and going for it. We’ve had to deal with that issue in the health education curricu-
lum, and people come from the community and testify to the board of education over and over for or
against. If there is a strong enough groundswell of people saying they want such-and-such for the chil-
dren, then the county finds a way to incorporate it into the curriculum. But if not, it would not be
taken up. If only one or two people who went to testify, then you would not see it in the curriculum, so

introducing an issue in the curriculum involves a lot of participation from the community.

Q. 3:

Two of the panelists used the words “concentration camp” when telling about the experiences during
World War II and another used the word “internment.” What are the reasons for the use of these two
different terms?

A3:

(Taniguchi)

I used the word “concentration camp” in my presentation because I felt that the removal of the
Japanese Americans from their homes and jobs during the war was a forced action. It was not volun-
tary; it was not merely temporary. They were moved, and the term “concentration camp” seemed to fit
that experience for me.

(Tanamachi)
I also use the term “concentration camp,” mainly because our Issei and Nisei had no say about going or
not going into the camps. They were not convicted of any crimes and they had not done anything

wrong. However, their rights were taken away from them. They were put behind barbed wire fences and

had guns pointed at them. So as far as I was concerned, they were sent to “concentration camps.”

(Hollingshead)

I used the term “internment camp” for two reasons. One is that, when I was looking for visuals of the
camps, I found that “internment camp” was the exact term used on some of the pictures, so I was sticking
with it so as not to confuse things. However, my parents also referred to the “internment camp,”’
because it was just a title; they didn’t throw in the emotion that it was wrong. At that time they just
tried to be good citizens and they were accepting of it, and just went because they were told to. In retro-

spect, yes, it was prison, not just a camp.
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(Hirano)

The term “internment” was used for many, many years, and when the Japanese American National
Museum was developing its first exhibit about the World War II experience, we did a lot of research
about this. We found that the U.S. government, in fact, including a number of officials, called them
concentration camps, and the intent was indeed to put Japanese Americans into concentration camps.
Subsequent to that, words like “internment” were used in an attempt to make it a less offensive term,
but certainly they were “concentration camps,” although not to be compared to the “death camps” of
Europe during World War II. Certainly the people were held behind barbed wire fences with guards

who carried guns, and the intent of the United States government was to create a concentration camp.

Q. 4
I have a question for Ms. Sandra Tanamachi. When you tell your students the story of “Sadako and the

Thousand Paper Cranes,” what is their reaction?

A4:

(Tanamachi)

When I read the story about “Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes,” my students are really surprised
because they are eight- and nine-year-olds— they are third graders. When they find out that it really is
a true story; that it’s not fiction, they are truly saddened. Then when I tell them about the atomic bomb
and about all of what happened, they have no knowledge of it before. It’s something that their parents
have never discussed with them. So ’'m usually the very first person to ever tell them about what hap-
pened here in Hiroshima. After they hear what happened, the children are very saddened. They all want
to learn how to make paper cranes for Sadako.

Q.5:

I have a question for Mr. Harold Taniguchi. I very highly appreciate the Japanese American nursing
homes like Nikkei Concerns. Could you explain in more detail about the background of creating insti-
tutions for Japanese Americans? Are there nursing homes for Korean Americans and Chinese
Americans, African Americans and so on? Also, if a person who is not Japanese American seeks to enter

the nursing home, what would be their reasons for doing so?

A5:
(Taniguchi)
What I was trying to say about the background of Nikkei Concerns is that 30 years ago there was a
need, a very serious need, to provide cultural sensitivity, activities, food, and language for the aging
Issei. And as the Issei got older, the Nisei get older, and the Sansei get older, those requirements become
less important. For my organization, Nikkei Concerns, we are trying to understand whether or not the
future population can remain predominantly Nikkei because the population of aging Nikkei may not
be large enough to support us.

Other racial and ethnic groups in the area also have nursing home facilities—for example in the

African American and the Chinese communities. All racial and ethnic groups are welcome to our facili-
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ty. But mainly those with Asian backgrounds are residents at our facility because of our Nikkei focus.
Others are attracted because of the interest in the organization, because of the way we provide services,
and because of the quality of care. I think what makes us unique is that the feeling of caring that we
have throughout our organization has lots of “kimochi” (caring) and this might be a little bit different

than other nursing homes. Maybe that is something that we can rely on in the future.

Q. 6:

My question is for Mr. Harold Taniguchi, when you speak of the Yonsei as showing signs of changing

values, how and why do you think they have changed?

A6:

(Taniguchi)

Regarding the changing values of the Yonsei, I'm sure all the delegation here can answer that in their
own way. I think we have to remember that, for example, when my grandparents came over to the
United States, they had the imprint of Japan that was from the late 1800s-early 1900s. They passed on
that imprint to their children, my parents, who in turn passed it on to me. So we use words like enryo
—very strong value-laden words. Those values remain, although they have begun to diminish among
the Yonsei. I was fascinated to hear in one of your presentations that maybe the younger generation
here in Japan is not promoting the same values, does not have that same sense of Japanese values as
before. So, over there we have “America no Nihonjin” and over here we have “Japan no Nihonjin,” and
we in America might be a little bit more old-fashioned with these older values than the Nihonjin over
here in Japan. Okashii desu ne, but that is just very reflective of the change involving societies. It is fasci-
nating and that is just one of the reasons why I want to thank the Japan Foundation Center for Global
Partnership, the Hiroshima Peace Cultural Foundation, and the Japanese American National Museum.
We thank them because this kind of dialogue is very, very important.

Q. 7:

What kinds of things are Japanese Americans doing with regard to human rights issues?

AT:

(Hirano)

The question relates to what Arab Americans experienced after September 11, 2001. The initial
response on the part of some individuals about Arab Americans— declaring that they were all terrorists
and a threat to the United States—was reminiscent of what happened to Japanese Americans after
Pearl Harbor. Many Japanese American organizations spoke out quickly to say that we should not tar-
get Arab Americans in the United States just because of their ethnic background. Norman Mineta, who
was at that time Secretary of the Department of Transportation, spoke up very quickly to say that he
had been incarcerated during World War II, and as the Secretary of Transportation that he would not
allow any racial profiling of Arab Americans. There is an Arab American National Museum in
Dearborn, Michigan, and the state of Michigan is home to the largest number of Arab Americans in the

United States. Our Japanese American National Museum has been working very closely with them for
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the last seven years to help them start their own museum. We started before September 11, 2001, and

last year they opened their own National Museum. We’ve had a very close relationship with them.
That’s just one example of certainly a current issue in which, because of the experience of Japanese

Americans during World War II, there is a commitment to ensure that the rights of an American of a

particular ethnicity are not affected.

Q.8:

My question is for Ms. Irene Hirano. What images do Americans have of Japanese or Japan? Are they
good images or bad images? Are there certain incidents or names connected with such images? What
about the images created by movies like The Last Samurai and Letters from Iojima or by sports players
like Ichiro and Matsui?

A8:

(Hirano)

Certainly the impression of Japan since the end of World War II has changed remarkably and, as the
question suggests, pop culture has contributed a great deal to making Japan a more accessible country.
So sports, baseball, and certainly most recently animation and manga are things that young Americans
very much have come to want to learn about. Brian Matsumoto has told the group about his 17-year-
old son, for example, who is very eager to learn about Japan because he is interested in these aspects of
pop culture.

The impression of Japan has certainly changed over the years. We know there are many issues that
remain with regard to the historical relationships of Japan with their Asian neighbors and part of the
reason for this delegation is to have at least these Japanese Americans go back and talk about what
Japan is like today, how it has changed, how it is different. Many of our Japanese American families
have never traveled to Japan, as you heard from some of the panelists, and so we want Japanese
Americans and other Americans to come here and learn firsthand how Japan has changed and to learn
more about Japan than just about baseball players and animation.

Q.9:
My question is for Ms. Donna Hollingshead. How is Japanese culture passed down within families from

parent to child? Or, is it passed down in some other way?

A9:

(Hollingshead)

That’s a difficult question, because as Harold was saying, what many of us know about is Meiji era
Japan. I'm not sure that I did pass that on to my children, but I did try to pass on what little I know of
the traditions of Japan. I was fortunate that both of my daughters, when they were very young, were
cared for by my mother and father when I was working. So every day with my mother, they would be
singing “Chichi pappa, chi pappa,” doing the obon dances, and that sort of thing, so what they learned
came directly from my parents. My daughters learned some Japanese because I said to my parents,

“Why don’t you teach them Japanese? You didn’t teach it to me.” And they did learn some; when they




Symposium Report/Q&A

were very small they could ask for water or milk— things like that—in Japanese. So my husband wrote
these things down, so he would know what they are asking for. I think most of it came from my par-
ents, and I try to remember everything I can from them, but I think that this trip is going to be tremen-
dous. It not only helped me, but I can pass that information on to my own children. I also have a thirst
for more information, so this won’t be the end of it. It’s the beginning of trying to find out more about
Japan. We’ve learned so much from the different meetings we’ve been in.

I was talking about education to one of the officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and I was ask-
ing about challenges in education in Japan versus the challenges in education in the United States, and I
suggested we must all have the same problems. He said, no we don’t, we don’t have the same problem:s.
Japan has a bit more homogenous society, whereas the United States is dealing with people from all
over the world from totally different cultures, totally different ways of thought. And that made me
think about my own children and how they perceive school and how I perceive school as an outsider.

In the end this whole experience has created more thirst for information and trying to discover
other ways to carry on the heritage of Japanese culture in my family, including bringing my children

back to Japan.

Q. 10:
I have a question for Professor Yamashiro. Earlier you said that World War II changed Japanese immi-
grants into Japanese Americans. What did you mean by that?

A10:

(Yamashiro)

I don’t believe I myself said that, but what it means is that, as long as they were immigrants, Japanese in
the United States had very close ties with Japan. Some, who had intended to return to Japan, ended up
unable to return because of the war and had no choice but to go on living in the United States as

Japanese Americans.

(wrap-up: Yamashiro)
Today’s symposium has provided a chance to let people in Japan and here in Hiroshima know what

kinds of activities Japanese American leaders are involved in, and for the Japanese American leaders to

learn something about Japan. For the Japanese American leaders, this program has been an opportuni-
ty to find out what Japan is really like. I think we can safely say that we have been able to deepen our
mutual understanding in this way. Our time was very short, but if we hold onto the common interests
and concerns we have discussed here today, I think we will find it has been a very meaningful exchange
of information about how we might build Japan-U.S. relations and relations between Japanese and

Americans in the years ahead. Thank you very much.
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A month after returning from Japan, I am still reflecting on the deep significance that the Japanese American Leadership Delegation has had
for me.

To the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership, words cannot begin to express my grati-
tude. My sense of history now extends far beyond my Issei grandparents’ arrival in Hawaii. I was profoundly moved by many of the people
that we met and the words they spoke. I will always carry in my heart Princess Takamado’s comments, that whenever she represents the
Emperor abroad, His Majesty always asks the Princess to convey his strong feelings of connection and concern for all Japanese throughout
the world. Likewise, Vice Minister Iwaya’s comments of the pride he felt in hearing of Japanese Americans’ successes as well as his commit-
ment to do everything he could to make Japan a great country that Japanese Americans would continue to be proud of. I have also been
delighted to exchange emails and letters with people that we met throughout the trip, many of whom I hope to remain in contact with for
years to come.

To Irene Hirano, Consul Hiroshi Furusawa and my fellow delegates, I am humbled and grateful to have had the opportunity to travel
with such a distinguished group. Our shared Japanese heritage was the common thread in an otherwise tremendously diverse group—geo-
graphically, professionally, politically, personal interests, etc. Strange, that I had to travel all the way to Japan to realize that the Japanese
American experience is not one, but a collection of many. I felt a wonderful bond being formed as we discovered (or rediscovered) our
Japanese spirit, while also understanding and respecting our differences.

Although I had never been to Japan before, I felt a familiarity throughout our trip. It was evident in simple things, like waving goodbye
as visitors depart, the careful wrapping of gifts or the presenting of omiyage. More importantly, it was evident in the people—the tireless
work ethic, the humility, the quiet determination, the respect. Perhaps culture is genetically coded? No, more likely, it is our grandparents
and parents who raised us with the Japanese customs, traditions and values that they so treasure and have entrusted in us to keep alive.

While on the trip, I started a personal journal of my observations. I found that the opportunity to share the events with my “community” of fam-
ily, friends and colleagues made the trip a much richer experience for me. Coming home, what started as a collection of quick notes and per-
spectives, turned into a 60-page journal. I am hopeful that by sharing my experiences, perhaps others will also be inspired to discover Japan
and/or their own rich heritage.

For me, the Japanese American Leadership Delegation to Japan was a life-changing experience.
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It is difficult to succinctly articulate the full impact that the Japanese American Leadership Delegation (JALD) experience in
Japan has had on me as a Sansei Japanese-American. I continue to reflect on our unforgettable experiences and my personal
connectedness to the Japanese culture and traditions. Our trip provided me with a broad view of the politics, foreign policy,
and economy of Japan, interspersed with eye-opening glimpses into the magnificent Japanese culture and beautiful coun-
tryside.

The culminating event, the Hiroshima Symposium by the Center for Global Partnership, titled: “Japanese Americans at
a Crossroad: Connecting Past, Present and Future,” was particularly moving to me. It was an honor to be one of the three
delegates to speak about my family roots in Hiroshima, as well as my experiences as a leader in the Asian American commu-
nity back home. The symposium also afforded me the opportunity to meet with many fine educators from Hiroshima
University and gain insight into graduate studies and the educational system in Japan. However, I made my presentation
with mixed emotions and less enthusiasm than I had rehearsed given that immediately preceding the symposium we heard
an atomic bomb survivor recount her tragic memories and toured the heartbreaking displays in the Hiroshima Peace
Museum. With immediate relatives worlds apart on both the Japanese and United States side of World War II, the stories
and images from the Peace Museum were tremendously compelling to me. Perhaps my presentation was more valuable as a

symbol of ongoing peace and connectedness between Japanese and Japanese Americans, rather than for any of its content.
The images of the destructiveness of the atomic bomb will remain with me and further oblige me to work to fulfill the mis-
sion of the Japanese American Leadership Delegation—strengthening U.S.-Japan relations.

The benefits of our JALD journey continue today and will most likely into the future. By all accounts, our delegation
advanced and enriched our knowledge of Japan and the opportunities for us to form significant networks with the Japanese
and Japanese Americans we met in Japan and in the United States. What we learned in Japan we will retain, enabling us to
remain grounded in a fuller understanding of our Japanese identity, even as our families become more diverse in the future.
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My first trip to Japan left me realizing how unprepared I was for the emotions and experiences that would follow. Before I went to Japan, I
never thought that I would be able to relate very well to the people there. After all, I was Yonsei, raised by my family to be very American, so
the fact I was going to Japan was like taking an entrance exam that I had never studied for. Given that mindset, I decided that this trip would
be the exact opportunity I needed to see what Japanese culture really meant to me. I never had the desire to turn completely Japanese, but I
decided hat I should experience everything this trip had to offer and to try to be openminded to all aspects of Japanese culture and the possi-
bility for change. Surprisingly, my experiences turned out to be nothing less than delightful, as I found the Japanese people to be kind, mod-
est, humble and very proud of their culture and country. Their sense of civility and manners, their conscientiousness, sincerity, and sense of
humor were all characteristics that I noticed and was inspired by.

For some of the delegation, it was sheer elation, excitement and awe when we visited Princess Takamado. For others, it was the heavy
feelings that we all shared while listening to a survivor’s recollection of her experience during the atomic bomb blast on Hiroshima. Another
2006 Leadership Delegate, Mr. Philip Kan Gotanda put it best when he wrote, “Here, for the first time, I was experiencing the wonderful
freedom of living in a world where everything you are is reinforced by the world around you. The color of your hair, the shape of your eyes,
heroes, movie stars—I was normal, not the foreign other. I was authentic, a member of the larger group. It was blissful, effortless, anonymity
of the most wondrous kind, I belonged.” I remember reading his passage, as well as multiple excerpts from the book Bushido: The Soul of
Japan, A Classic Essay on Samurai Ethics in my hotel room, and quietly, I sobbed to myself, as I realized the truth in the words I read.

These experiences were moments of truth, where I discovered a heartfelt connection to the Japanese people. This trip to Japan was one
of the happiest moments of my life—a “trip of a lifetime.” It has left me feeling honored and appreciative for being of Japanese ancestry. I am
truly grateful that I was given this opportunity to experience such a connection to the Japanese people, their culture and country. The value
and benefit of this trip has been, for me, much more than I could ever fully describe in words.

Many thanks to our generous sponsors—the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership,
the Consulate General of Japan in Denver, Colorado, Mr. Yuzo Ota, Deputy Counsel General, Mr. Kenichi Kimiya and Counsel, Mr. Kenjiro
Mori, and the Japanese American National Museum. And lastly, sincere thanks to Los Angeles Counsel, Mr. Hiroshi Furusawa, Ms. Eiko
Sato, and the countless others who all contributed to making our trip so memorable.
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I believe this program and the experiences we gained on this trip are very difficult to summarize into words as to what it
means to me or to any of us. We all have had very different experiences and its impact on our own personal lives vary
because we all come to the table with very diverse backgrounds and values, even though ethnically and culturally we may be
similar. It was an amazing wonder to observe how each delegate absorbed the activities and surroundings in our own indi-
vidual way. Although we were gathered together as a group of Japanese Americans and expected to share our perspectives of
being a Japanese in America, it is a lofty expectation for us as a group to share a collective opinion that is common to all and
that is what I believe makes us typically American. Maybe that is the primary message to our Japan counterparts. Japanese
Americans, as is probably the case with any other group of immigrant cultures, are a classic case of the social experiment on
how the influences of someone’s environment impact their own person.

I also believe that most of us truly do not fully realize what this trip will mean to us. I believe that many of us will not
understand all of the benefits this trip or this program will have on our lives in the way that it can or will to the fullest sense.
Many of us are the products of our experiences and we develop our sense of being through absorbing and accepting these
experiences as influencing our behavior or our beliefs. There have been many experiences in my life that have shaped my
core values because they teach me to look at things differently and be open to opposing perspectives. I believe that this trip
will surely be one of them. I already look a little more closely at our relationships and the opportunities for these relation-
ships based on things I experienced on this trip. I find comfort in our similarities but I also celebrate the differences in who
we are as Japanese, not only those with whom we met in Japan but also amongst my fellow Japanese Americans that I trav-
eled with. I think this feeling and impact on me will only grow over time, to what extent, I really do not know. But I am

excited to find out.
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This trip was a once-in-a-lifetime experience that reaffirmed my love for Japan, its people, and its culture. Unlike many
other past delegates, this was not my first time in this beautiful country. Nonetheless, I experienced Japan during this trip
like I never had before, and I look forward to working with the many wonderful people that I met during this trip to
strengthen relations between the United States and Japan for many years to come.

There were many special moments during this trip. It was indeed a special privilege to meet the warm and elegant Her
Imperial Highness Princess Takamado. The spirit of Hiroshima and its people moved me, as I learned how the city rose
from the devastation and horror of the atomic bomb to become the beautiful green city that it is today. It was also a special
treat to enjoy the private kyogen performance at the home of the Shigeyama family, which has carried on this traditional art
form since the Muromachi period. Finally, having shared an evening of dinner and entertainment with young Japanese Diet
members, I know that they not only have a passion for serving their country, but also for singing their karaoke.

Above all, the people that we met during this trip made this experience special. We met so many kind Japanese who
welcomed us Japanese Americans like long lost family. Those who led and guided us became special friends. And of course,
my fellow delegates, like Kurosawa’s Seven Samurai, all came from different walks of life from across America to embark on
this journey, and in the process we all discovered something new about ourselves and the world we live in. We also devel-
oped bonds of friendship that I will always cherish.
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In sum, I best describe my participation on the 2007 Japanese American Leadership Delegation with “opportunity.” It was
an opportunity to meet a great group of Japanese American leaders from throughout the country. Although I had known Al
Muratsuchi from our community activities in Los Angeles, I got to know him much better. I had read about Sandra
Tanamachi’s long but successful journey to changing the name “Jap Road,” but had never had the opportunity to meet her.
I never knew my other fellow delegation members and this trip gave me the opportunity to learn about all their many great
accomplishments and to work more with them in future.

It was an opportunity to meet the current and future leaders of Japan. The young parliamentarians showed us that lead-
ership will not be in short supply in Japan’s future. We also met many of Japan’s current leaders who shape Japan’s role in
the highly important U.S.-Japan relationship. It was an opportunity to create personal relationships that can help build
bridges and strengthen ties between the U.S. and Japan that will make agreement more likely and disagreement less detri-
mental.

It was an opportunity to see many new sights of Japan. Although I had lived for a year in Tokyo and had traveled to
Sendai, Nagano, Kyoto, and Shizuoka before, I had never before been to Hiroshima or the Kinkakuji and had never before
seen kyogen.

It was an opportunity to see my fellow delegation members experience life-changing events, which also gave me the
opportunity to learn more about the meaning and impact of my own experiences in Japan. Four of my fellow delegation
members had never been to Japan before, and even those who had been to Japan experienced many life-changing events
and feelings. Before I went on the Delegation trip, I felt that my prior time in Japan would make it unlikely that I would feel
anything new, but seeing my fellow delegates experience many new feelings and events helped make my first time’s experi-
ences and feelings fresher and stronger.
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Early in March of 2007, T was fortunate to accompany a group of Japanese Americans, who were chosen by various
Consulate Generals of Japan from throughout the United States, who left for Japan on a week-long journey of discovery. I
had the honor and privilege of being nominated for the 2007 Japanese American Leadership Delegation to Japan by Consul
General Makoto Yamanaka of the San Francisco Consulate.

My fellow delegates were very influential leaders not only locally, but regionally and nationally, and not only profession-
ally but for their community involvement. I was truly honored to have been part of this delegation and am extremely grate-
ful to Consul General Yamanaka, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership and
the Japanese American National Museum for the opportunity.

This was the most significant journey of my life. I saw and learned so much and had access to people and places that are
only seen in pictures. The experience of hearing the actual words of a Hibakusha, and interacting with Princess Takamado
will be part of my fondest of memories. Beyond that, I have developed a deep abiding respect and friendships with my fel-
low delegates, and the individuals I met in Japan. I will be forever grateful for the opportunity to take part in this wonderful
program and feel a profound sense of indebtedness that I can only begin to repay.
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The 2007 Japanese American Leadership Delegation (JALD) trip to Japan has been very hard to put into words. It was a trip of a lifetime; it
was an amazing personal journey. The trip was especially life changing because of the other outstanding members of the delegation. It is not
everyday that I am afforded such a unique opportunity to honor my Japanese ancestry, gain greater insights into U.S.-Japan relations, estab-
lish lifelong friendships and meet with prominent leaders in Japan, all rolled into one trip!

Although this was my third trip to Japan, there was still much to discover and experience. It was an honor to meet with and introduce
HIH Princess Takamado and Acting Mayor of Hiroshima, Yasushi Yamada to the delegation. Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado is a
wonderful representative of modern Japan. Both my maternal grandparents’ families are from Hiroshima. My paternal grandfather is from
Kyoto. Both of these cities were special destinations on this trip, which made me feel a special bond to my family and ancestors. This trip
made me realize how critical it is to preserve both our Japanese and Japanese American histories, cultures and traditions. It was fascinating to
meet with current and future leaders in Japan. It was an honor to meet with A-bomb survivor, Miyoko Matsubara. Her courage and strength
humble me. Thanks to Eric Nishizawa’s patience and assistance, I acquired the Itsukushima shrine’s Goshuin.

Inspired by Glen Fukushima’s speech entitled, “Don’t Be a Bridge, Be a Player!” (orientation material), I am hoping this amazing jour-
ney is not over for me. Hopefully, it is the beginning of a new wave of experiences yet to unfold. I hope that I will inspire others to actively
engage in enhancing U.S.-Japan relations by sharing my experiences as a delegate of the 2007 JALD.

To Consul General Yamanaka and supporters, thank you for believing in me. I am honored and humbled to have been chosen for the
2007 JALD. To our generous sponsors, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership, thank you for
continuing to believe in this program. It was such a privilege to experience Japan on such a prominent level. To Irene Hirano and Consul
Hiroshi Furusawa, I can’t thank you enough for your support and patience throughout the trip. And, of course, to my fellow delegates, I
thank you for your thoughtfulness, kindness and friendship. You each have a very special place in my heart. I hope through our camaraderie
we will “be the players” who will enhance U.S.-Japan relations for many years to come.
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Our recent trip to Japan was a tremendous, life-changing experience for me. It is difficult for me to adequately articulate
how the interactions and experiences shifted my way of thinking. Our nine days in Japan changed my world view, the way
in which I think and feel about, and perceive my heritage, culture, values and history. The people we met, the program lead-
ership and support, the camaraderie of the delegation, the food, the accommodations, all exceeded my expectations.

My view of Japan-Japanese Americans relations transformed as a result of this trip. Among the most significant experi-
ences I had was seeing firsthand the mutual respect, warmth and admiration that Japanese and Japanese Americans share
for one another. It was reaffirming to hear that many Japanese are genuinely interested in Japanese Americans. And I had
the unique privilege of telling our Japanese friends that many Japanese Americans are interested in not only learning more
about their heritage and past, but also about modern-day Japanese and their current issues.

I am especially thankful for the Japanese American Leadership Delegation program, the sponsorship and support of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership, and Japanese American National Museum. I
am also grateful to the Consulate General of Japan and local Japanese American community in Portland; without their sup-
port and assistance, this opportunity would not have been possible.

I feel extremely fortunate to have shared this experience with 12 other delegates, who I can talk and reminisce with, who
I know share similar interests. I also appreciate the delegates who have come before us, and the network and legacy they
have already created. I feel our experience was an incredible launching point. Our work in this arena of strengthening U.S.-
Japan relations has just begun. I look forward to the lifelong journey with my fellow delegates and to continuing to build
relationships with the government and foundation officials, business leaders, professors and students we had the honor to
meet.
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Every trip to Japan brings me closer to my ancestry. My impression of Japan is one of balance, the old and the new exist in
harmony. It is a vibrant and beautiful country with a world-class transportation system. It was truly an honor and a privi-
lege to have been part of the 2007 delegation. The 12 other delegates and sponsors made my trip a trip of highlights. Upon
my return home I realized that I needed a day or two more in Japan to absorb and reflect back on the entire experience.

I was touched at the Hiroshima Symposium when Delegate Tanamachi became acquainted with her relatives living in
Japan for the very first time. As this was her first trip to Japan, we shared in her joy. It was a very emotional and moving
event for everyone. I hope that someday I too will locate my relatives in Japan. I still smile when I think of all the dignitaries
we met at the highest levels of government, business, media and culture.

I felt a personal commitment returning home to do more with and for the Japanese American and Japanese communi-
ties in Chicago. I have lived up to that commitment by staying in contact with my new associates in Japan and accepting an
appointment to serve on Congressman Bobby Rush’s Asian American Advisory Council representing the Japanese
American Community at large.
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This trip was all that I expected it to be and much more. When I first stepped out of the plane, on our arrival, I struck by
how everyone “out there” looked like me and I felt an instant kinship. At that moment, a part of me felt as I though I was
“coming home,” after a long sojourn, and I had a lot of catching up to do with old, dear friends. This was a “dream come
true” trip for me and I learned a lot. I learned that, despite our cultural differences, we all share the same hopes and vision
for our lives. I also came to appreciate the breathtaking, innate beauty of Japan. There’s quite a difference between viewing
pictures in a coffee table book and actually being “in” them. I especially enjoyed our all too short stay in Kyoto. That ancient
city is truly “Nihon no furusato.” It was also a privilege for me to visit Hiroshima and the Peace Memorial Park. Viewing
the Children’s Peace Monument, dedicated to Sadako Sasaki, was very moving and brought home to me, forcefully, the

tragic consequence of war.

One of the highlights of this wonderful trip was being able to meet five members of my paternal Tanamachi family. It
warmed my heart that they took the time to travel from Fukuoka to meet with me in Hiroshima. I was fortunate enough to
be one of the three panelists at the Hiroshima Symposium, so I was happy that my family members were able to hear what I
had to say about my personal experiences as a Sansei Japanese American. They were also able to learn about the Tanamachi
brother, my grandfather, who left Japan so long ago, and of his experiences in America, as he sought to make his way in his
new homeland.

I came away from this trip with a much deeper understanding of Japan and a greater love for its culture. I also came
away with an enhanced appreciation for our common ancestral heritage. We are, collectively, after all, all members of a
grand extended family, separated only by the blue Pacific. I would like to thank the Japan Foundation Center for Global
Partnership, the Japan Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Japanese American National Museum, and Consulate General of
Japan at Houston for providing me with this wonderful experience and unique opportunity to grow as a person.
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The meticulous organization of the entire journey left me thinking only of myself, uh, I meant allowed me to focus on my
individual contributions to the group. For example, the assignments each of us received to make the introductory remarks
added a nice flair of formality to our visits. And not worrying one bit about logistics gave the entire delegation an opportu-
nity to experience what was going on and handle our public speaking assignments without distraction.

The symposium in Hiroshima provided some structure for my journey as well. Delegates Hollingshead, Tanamachi and
I gave presentations on personal Japanese-American experiences. For my presentation, I focused on the aging Nikkei popu-
lation in the Seattle area, and the challenge of evolving needs and a dispersed sense of community. While aging is a universal
issue, I do not think the Japanese are aware of this much this in terms of aging Japanese Americans. So, I gave it a try in my
presentation.

Naturally, the diplomatic component of our trip made it special. The varying interests, agendas, styles, interpretations,
and perspectives were a few of the dizzying elements to keep in mind when people of two countries meet to discuss U.S.-
Japan relations.

Finally, the members of the delegation contributed heavily to my experience. They were all thoughtful, articulate, and
genuinely nice people who truly embraced the spirit of what the Japanese-American Leadership Delegation program was all
about. At every meeting, every dinner, and every outing there were constant conversations among themselves and others.

The array of personal stories, many of them quite moving, served as a living journal on the richness of the Japanese-
American experience. This I will never forget.
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I experienced our delegation trip within the context of my personal commitment to a world of global citizens and the pro-
gram’s goals of establishing stronger Japan-U.S. relations and strengthening Japanese American connections with Japan.

I have studied Foucauldian Discourses, the conscious and unconscious network of conversations and cultural under-
pinnings that govern the rules and codes of behavior that dictate how individuals, communities and nations interact, think
and perceive things. For any change in the status quo to occur, the underlying established discourse must transform. To cre-
ate a new or altered state in society, such as Japanese Americans actively connecting with Japan or Japan-U.S. relations
reaching a new level, I first needed to be aware of the existing discourses within and among the Japanese, Japanese
Americans and Americans.

Throughout our trip, Japan’s discourses were revealed in language, physical structures, protocols, and a host of other
ways too subtle to enumerate. Where they emerged ranged from meetings with government officials to train transportation
to karaoke to meal rituals.

Japan is identified as a homogenous nation, which has resulted in stereotypes of Japanese uniformity. Yet, the people we
met were extraordinarily diverse in their backgrounds and opinions. I especially relished their passion, intellectual curiosity
and humor (and wished the world knew more of the latter).

I also saw Japanese women as a vital untapped resource of Japan and a powerful contribution to its future.
From this journey, I feel a profound relatedness to Japan and desire that others know and appreciate Japan and the

Japanese. I am committed that my delegation experience will inform my feature film, further the JALD program objectives
and have Japan emerge even more powerfully as an inspiring leader among nations.
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A Japanese American artist Jimmy Tsutomu Mirikitani was born in Sacramento, California in 1920. He was
raised in Hiroshima, Japan but returned to the United States prior to the World War Il. He was living in
Seattle when the war broke out and was sent to Tule Lake internment camp in California during WWII and
then, after the war, to Cristal City camp in Texas. After spending 2 years in Bridgeton, New Jersey, he
moved around in east coast area and now resides in New York City. The documentary film about his life,
“The Cats of Mirikitani” has earned critical acclaim as well as popularity among the audience at many film
festivals around the world. The film won the Audience Award at the 2006 Tribeca Film Festival and the
Best Picture Award in Japanese Eyes category at the 19th Tokyo International Film Festival 2006.
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