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Preface

SADAAKI NUMATA
Executive Director
The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP)

The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP) was founded in 1991 with the objec-
tive of building solid bilateral relations between Japan and the United States based on mutual
understanding, and collaborating as global partners to resolve issues of global concern, mustering
the wisdom of people throughout the world.

From Saturday, March 1 through Sunday, March 9, 2008, CGP and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan, in cooperation with the Japanese American National Museum, invited 13
Japanese American leaders from 10 cities in the United States to Japan. This year marked the
eighth year of this invitation program. As part of this program, on Thursday, March 6, CGP
together with the Japanese American National Museum held a public symposium entitled
"Reconnecting with Japanese Americans -Beyond 100 years of Emigration-" This report includes
the record of the symposium as well as an overview of the invitation program, biographies and
personal reflections of the invited members, press coverage, and so forth.

This year's symposium was held with cooperation from the Fukuoka International Association
and the Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation as well as support from Fukuoka
Prefecture, Fukuoka City, and the American Consulate Fukuoka. We, as the organizer, were
very pleased that over 200 people participated in the symposium and lively discussions took
place. Fukuoka Prefecture is a place from which many emigrants departed for the United States,
and in September this year Fukuoka Kenjin-kai in Southern California will be celebrating its
100th anniversary. Among the delegates who came to Japan this year, four persons have ances-
tral roots in Fukuoka, and two of them served as panelists. Ms. Joan Ochi, who visited Fukuoka
for the first time, commented in tears, "Seeing the harbor of Fukuoka from which my grand-
mother embarked on her journey to the United States over 100 years ago, the idea of connection
felt more important, emotional and real. I am looking forward to enhancing the connections in
the future to build a bridge between our two countries." The other members of the delegation
also made many comments about the deep significance of the symposium being held in Fukuoka.
We invite you to read their impressions, recorded at the end of this booklet.

The symposium was an opportunity for us Japanese and the Sansei and Yonsei Japanese
Americans who were visiting Japan to "reconnect’ beyond generations, and to reaffirm our mutu-
ally strong "bonds." Through the dialogue at the symposium, we came to understand that there
are commonalities as well as differences between Japanese Americans and Japanese. The
Japanese Americans who visited Japan this year brought a wealth of experience from their
milieus in different regions of the United States. I believe that it is important for us to deepen
further the multilayered "bonds" between the people of Japan and the United States in the
future, while appreciating our mutual commonalities and differences. From this perspective, CGP
will continue to expand the opportunities for dialogue between Japanese and Japanese
Americans through the invitation programs, symposia, surveys, publishing books, and so forth,
and will endeavor to strengthen Japan-US relations further.

Lastly, I would like to express my deep appreciation to all those who attended and those who
cooperated in the preparation of the symposium. My particular thanks go to Ms. Irene Hirano,
President of the Japanese American National Museum, and Professor Yasushi Watanabe of Keio
University, who served as coordinators, to Mr. Tom Ikeda, Ms. Sachi Koto, and Mr. Mark
Yamakawa who served as panelists, and to all those who helped with creating this report. It is
my hope that this report conveys the experiences and contributions of the Japanese Americans
and helps to deepen mutual understanding between Japan and the United States.

Preface |5
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Foreword

Measures to strengthen the relationship with
Japanese Americans with a view toward
stronger Japan-U.S. relations

KANJI YAMANOUCHI

Director, First North America Division, North American Affairs Bureau
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan

What I fully realized through the visit to Japan by these Japanese American leaders was that

the Japanese American community is a valuable asset in strengthening Japan-U.S. relations.
Japan hopes to build an even closer relationship with Japanese Americans and make it one of the
foundations of Japan-U.S. relations. Furthermore, in strengthening Japan-U.S. relations and build-
ing extensive connections, I believe that it will be important for new generations of Japanese
Americans and the younger generations of Japanese persons to deepen exchanges, recognize
each other, and foster networking.

The Japanese American community is approaching a period of transition. The leadership role
for the community which had been carried out by Issel (first-generation) and Nisei (second-gener-
ation) Japanese Americans is being handed down to Sansei and subsequent generations. The
composition of the community is also going through a transition, and among Sansei and Yonseli,
the rate of marriage with a person of another race is increasing. Issei and Nisei are familiar with
Japan's culture, customs, and political and economic systems, but I have heard that among Sansei
and beyond, there are many people who are hardly familiar with Japan, their ancestral mother-
land, partly as a result of the severance of relations between the two countries at the time of the
last war. Moreover, I am aware that among the younger generations of Japanese Americans,
there are many people who have taken firm root in the U.S. society and are active on the front
lines of various fields.

Based on these trends, since 2000, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has been continuously carry-
ing out two policy relevant programs for strengthening relations aimed at Japanese American
leaders.

One of these is the Meeting of Ambassador, Consuls General of Japan and Japanese American
Leaders. This initiative was started in 2003 as a place for Japanese American regional represen-
tatives and Japan's ambassador and consuls general to have future-oriented discussions regard-
ing matters of mutual interest in order to strengthen Japan-U.S. relations. Four meetings have
been held thus far.

Another pillar is the Japanese American Leadership Delegation (JALD) Program, which origi-
nated from the invitation of 12 leaders of the Japanese American community in California in
March 2000. It has been carried out each year as a continuous project since 2002. Since 2003, it
has been co-hosted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Japan Foundation Center for
Global Partnership (CGP), and the number of target regions has been sequentially expanded. The
March 2008 invitation was the eighth, and including the 13 people this year, a total of 97 people
have been invited to Japan on this program thus far. Past delegates invited have been making
efforts to strengthen Japan-U.S. relations in various ways upon returning home from Japan.

Foreword (Kanji Yamanouchi) | 7



This year's invitation has been groundbreaking in various aspects. Firstly, the Japanese
American leaders made a courtesy call on the Prime Minister for the first time. In the "initiative
to strengthen Japan-U.S. exchanges" announced by Prime Minister Fukuda during his visit to the
United States in November 2007, it was stated that exchanges with Japanese Americans would
be strengthened. During the local visits as well, the leaders made courtesy calls on the prefectur-
al governor for the first time, and I have heard that thanks to the combined efforts of the people
of Fukuoka, the Japanese American Leadership Symposium there was a big success.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs intends to continue and enhance programs for strengthening
relations with Japanese Americans, and furthermore, the Ministry plans to make efforts for the
further development of Japan-U.S. relations overall by expanding the horizons of cooperation
with Japanese Americans, including "new Japanese descendents," who are to become Japanese
Americans in the future, such as the children of Japanese permanent residents and the children
of permanent residents and foreigners.

8 | Foreword (Kanji Yamanouchi)
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Foreword

The Japanese American Leadership Delegation
Program and Symposium

IRENE HIRANO
President, Japanese American National Museum

The Japanese American Leadership Delegation (JALD) Program is built on the belief that
building a strong people-to-people relationship is critical to the long-term stability of the U.S-

Japan relationship. The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP) and the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs has collaborated with the Japanese American National Museum in presenting
this important program, which is viewed as a critical investment for the future. The Delegation
program was started in 2000 and ninety-seven Japanese Americans have traveled to Japan over
the past eight years.

This publication provides an invaluable summary of the 2008 Japanese American Leadership
Symposium held in Fukuoka, Japan. It not only sets forth a written record of the Symposium
proceedings but also highlights the eight-day Delegation trip including brief personal reflections
from all thirteen Japanese American Delegates. The Fukuoka Symposium was one of the high-
lights of this year's trip.

The Japanese American National Museum was pleased to co-sponsor the 2008 Symposium,
which featured three members of the Delegation. The Symposium enabled these delegates to
share their personal and professional experiences with a Japanese audience. This was the first
time a Delegation had visited Fukuoka and everyone was impressed with the warm welcome by
the prefecture, the city of Fukuoka and many of its citizens. The Governor and Mayor warmly
welcomed the Delegation in private meetings, and they were especially pleased to meet the four
Delegates who had family roots in Fukuoka.

It was especially meaningful to hold the Symposium in Fukuoka as this year marks the
Centennial of the Fukuoka Kenjinkai in Los Angeles. The Issei who left Fukuoka more than 100
years ago and made Los Angeles their home, tried to maintain continued ties with their home-
land, despite the disruption of World War II when their home country and their adopted country
were at war. One of the lasting impacts of World War II was the disconnection of subsequent
generations of Japanese Americans, Nisei and Sansei, who did not have a strong connection with
the land of their ancestry.

The opportunity to now connect Sansei and Yonsei with Japan and prefectures such as
Fukuoka is an important part of building long-time relationships. The goals of the Delegation
program are to improve understanding and strengthen relations between Japanese Americans
and Japan, and develop on-going strategies to enhance the role of Japanese Americans in advanc-
ing U.S.-Japan relations. Upon their return from Japan, the Delegates work with other Japanese
American and Japanese leaders in their respective communities to develop and implement specif-
ic projects that will ensure stronger relations between our two countries.

The former Leadership Delegates have developed an informal Alumni Network to continue to main-
tain their connections with each other. An inaugural Alumni Reunion was held in Summer 2007 in

Foreword (Irene Hirano) ‘ 11



Honolulu, Hawaii and a second Reunion is planned for Spring 2009 in San Francisco. One of the
results of the Delegation Program has been the creation of a strong network of Sansei and Yonsei
leaders throughout the Untied States, who are interested in the U.S-Japan relationship and are work-
ing in their respective communities as well as nationally to develop meaningful programs and projects.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Japan Foundation CGP have committed to continue
financial support of the Delegation program. They are also supporting other efforts to build
stronger relationships between Japanese Americans and the people of Japan. Their support of
these programs has been invaluable in creating new opportunities and relationships. This year's
Delegation had the unique opportunity to meet with Prime Minister Fukuda during the Tokyo
portion of their trip. This was the first time that a Delegation had met with the Prime Minister.
During their 30 minute visit, the Prime Minister reaffirmed the government's commitment to fos-
tering the Japanese American relationship as critical cornerstone to people-to-people exchange.
The Japanese American National Museum shares in that commitment and has been honored to
serve as a facilitator for the Delegation program.

The mission of the Japanese American National Museum which is headquartered in Los
Angeles is to preserve and share the Japanese American experience, with Americans of all back-
grounds and increasingly with a global audience. The Museum opened to the public in 1992 and
in its short history has been recognized as one of the most important ethnic and cultural muse-
ums in the United States today.

More than 500,000 annual onsite visitors are served by the National Museum through exhibi-
tions, educator workshops, school tours, public programs, and access to its collections. In addi-
tion, approximately 450,000 visits are made to the National Museum's websites where visitors
have online access to its digitized collections and educational materials. Its collections contain
over 55,000 objects, the largest of its kind in the world, documenting over one hundred years of
Japanese American history and culture.

In its work to serve an international audience its global website, Discover Nikkei, www.discov-
ernikkeiorg provides a wealth of information on the Nikkei experience in North America and
South America. There are over twenty institutional and organizational affiliates, which along
with the Japanese American.

National Museum provides access via the internet to information on the Nikkei experience.
The website is in four languages, English, Japanese, Spanish and Portuguese.

Special thanks to the National Museum staff for their hard work in supporting the Delegation
Program, including Yuko Kaifu, Nancy Araki, and Mitsue Watanabe. Also a thank you to Consul
Hiroshi Furusawa, with the office of the Consul General of Japan at Los Angeles, who traveled
with and supported this year's Delegation. The Los Angeles Consulate staff have assisted the
Delegation program since 2002.

Appreciation and thanks are extended to the staff of the Center for Global Partnership, espe-
cially Ayumi Takita, for their many contributions to the Symposium and to the Delegation pro-
gram. It was an honor to serve as co-moderator with Professor Yasushi Watanabe of Keio
University whose leadership and hard work was critical to the success of the Symposium.

The Japanese American National Museum looks forward to strengthening the people-to-people
relationship in advancing stronger U.S.-Japan relations now and in the future.

12 | Foreword (Irene Hirano)
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Ms. Irene HIRANO Professor Yasushi WATANABE
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Mr. Tom IKEDA Ms. Sachi KOTO Mr. Mark YAMAKAWA
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Ms. Margot Carrington, Principal Officer
of American Consulate Fukuoka and Ms.
Tracy Taylor, Public Affairs Officer
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H BFHEERDIEF . Scenes from Visit

¥

|

[SIRRE G S k=
Together with Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado

B RERRZTEE S (T
Together with Mr. Taro Kono, Member

SFE SREW
fRHRAEE DAL of the House of Representatives

Meeting with Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda

THEHANFERE & DB

Meeting with Mr. Masaharu Kono. Deputy REMINEENFRER A
Minister for Foreign Affairs Together with Mr. Kazuo Kodama,

Press Secretary, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

¥

TBHEBERSRETHARA Y Y —FTRE DR
Meeting with Mr. Sadaaki Numata, Executive Director, The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP)

14 | HAEAE T OBFScenes from Visit



N FTRAR R S

Together with Mr.Yohei Kono, Speaker of the House
of Representatives

TH—TL21EDI\RIVT 4 A v 3y
Panel Discussion with Forum 21 Members

BECT
At Kantei, the Prime Minister's office

Asakusa, Tokyo
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H BFHEERDIEF . Scenes from Visit

REEEAR RN & DEREN
Meeting with Mr. Wataru Aso, Governor of Fukuoka Prefecture

SHEREETRE & DR
Meeting with Mr. Hiroshi Yoshida,
Mayor of Fukuoka City

KEFRBZICT
Dazaifu Tenmangu, Fukuoka

16 | HAGEE T OBFScenes from Visit



TURIDLBODLUET 3 VICT
At the Reception after the Symposium

Ay
Nanzen-ji temple, Kyoto

EFREFICT
Kinkaku-ji(Rokuon-ji) temple, Kyoto
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B Overview

The Japanese American Leadership Delegation (JALD) Program

The JALD is an exchange program that annually invites 10 to 15 Japanese American leaders of
younger generations (Sansei or Yonsei) from various regions of the United States who are active
on the front lines in a variety of fields. The objective of the program is to promote mutual under-
standing between the Japanese American and Japan, and to strengthen the long-term relation-
ship between Japan and the United States. This program was started in 2000 by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Japan, and it has been co-hosted by the Japan Foundation Center for Global
Partnership (CGP) since March 2003. The JALD program has been carried out in cooperation
with the Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles, and as of 2008, the eighth year of
the program, a total of 97 delegates have been invited.

JALD 2008

From Saturday, March 1 through Sunday, March 9, 2008, a diverse group of 13 Japanese Americans who
play leading roles in various fields

. Itinerar
came to Japan from 10 locations in the ] y

United States (Washington DC, New
York, Los Angeles, San Francisco,
Honolulu, Portland, Chicago, Atlanta, Sciomay Tokvo Depart from the U.S. — Arrive at Tokyo
Boston, and Seattle). The delegation pjarch 2
traveled to Tokyo, Kyoto, and Fukuoka, STl

March 3  Tokyo Visits and Meetings

where they participated in the public  Monday - Mr. Shinichi Nishimiya, Director-General of the North

. . . American Affairs Bureau, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Symposium (recorded in this docu- - Mr. Masaharu Kono, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs.

- Visit to Edo-Tokyo Museum and the Asakusa and Ginza

112 areas.

ment), experienced Japan's history *Mr. Glen Fukushima and other Japanese American
leaders in Japan.
and culture, and exchanged views - Mr. Kazuo Ogoura, President of the Japan Foundation.
. . - Mr. Kazuo Kodama, Press Secretary, the Ministry of
with a wide range of Japanese leaders Foreign Affairs.

- Mr. Yohei Kono, Speaker of the House of Representatives.

from pohtlcal, governmental, business - Mr. Taro Kono and other Diet members.

and media circles. March 4  Tokyo - Call on Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado.
Tuesday - Visit and meeting with Ambassador J. Thomas
. Schieffer, the U.S. Embassy in Japan.
The Japanese American leaders - Meeting with Mr. Sadaaki Numata and other executives
o . . of the Japan Foundation.
who have partICIpated in the JALD - Discussion with Forum 21 Members.
program gain a deeper understand- - Meeting with Mr. Osamu Uno, Vice-Minister for Foreign

i Affairs.
ing of contemporary Japan, and

. . March 5 Tokyo - Meeting with Mr. Itsunori Onodera, Senior Vice-Minister
upon their return, are committed to  wednesday -Fukuoka  for Foreign Affairs.
f r fforts in necin n- - Visit and meeting with Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda.
uture etforts advanc g Japa - Meeting with Nippon Keidanren.

U.S. relations from long-term per-
g b March 6  Fukuoka - Visit to the Dazaifu Tenmangu.

spectives and in developing broad- Thursday - Participate in the Japanese American Leadership Symposium.
- Visit and meeting with Mr. Wataru Aso, Governor of

er networks of Japanese American Fukuoka Prefecture.

leaders in the United States. This March 7  Fukuoka - Visit and meeting with Mr. Hiroshi Yoshida, Mayor of

program has been offering rare friday ~Kyoto Fukuoka City.
. - Visit to the Kinkakuji (Rokuonji) and Nanzenji temples.
opportunities and valuable channels
. March 8 Kyoto - Kyogen performance by Mr. Masakuni Shigeyama,
of exchanges that connect Sansei Saturday -Tokyo  Master of the Okura school of kyogen.
and Yonsei with Japan with Bl s U Tekao:
March 9

endeavors to vitalize their relations. gynggy  '0KYO Depart from Tokyo — Arrive at the U.S.

The Japanese American Leadership Delegation (JALD) Program ~JALD 2008 | 19
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B Overview

The Japanese American Leadership Symposium

The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP) and the Japanese American National
Museum have been annually organizing the "Japanese American Leadership Symposium" with
cooperation from local city governments. This symposium has been held as part of the "Japanese
American Leadership Delegation" (JALD) Program since 2003, and this is the sixth symposium.

@®Past Symposia

Year Venue ~Co-sponsor Theme

2003 | Tokyo Contemporary Society and Civil Society in the United States:
Through the Eyes of the Japanese American Community

2004 | Kyoto Asian American Diversity: Building Coalitions

2005 | Kobe/Hyogo International Association Practicing Multicultural Coexistence: From Minorities Perspectives

2006 | Nagoya/Nagoya International Center From Art to Business: Japanese Americans in the Professional Arena

2007 Hiroshima/ Japanese Americans at a Crossroad:
Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation Connecting Past, Present and Future
Fukuoka/ Reconnecting with Japanese Americans

2008 | Fukuoka International Association,

Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation

¥ CGP compiles the general content of the symposium in reports, which are available on request by e mail (cgpinfo@jpf.go.jp) or
in PDF on the CGP website (http://www.jpf.g0.jp/cgp/e).

-Beyond 100 years of Emigration-

Japanese American Leadership Symposium 2008 (See P.28)

This year's symposium was held on Thursday, March 6 in cooperation with the Fukuoka
International Association and the Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation on the theme of
"Reconnecting with Japanese Americans -Beyond 100 years of Emigration-".

........................................................................................

More than 100 years have passed Title : "Reconnecting with Japanese Americans

since emigrants from Fukuoka : -Beyond 100 years of Emigration-"

: Date : 2:00~4:00 p.m. Thursday, March 6, 2008
: Venue : ACROS Fukuoka International Conference Hall

Although many experienced a : Organized by : The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP)
: Japanese American National Museum

. Co-organized by : Fukuoka International Association,

ficult times in U.S-Japan relations, : Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation
¢ Supported by : Fukuoka Prefecture, Fukuoka City,

American Consulate Fukuoka

first set foot onto American soil
great deal of hardship during dif-

by 'reconnecting" with the
Japanese, some Japanese Americans

demonstrate enthusiasm in play- : Program

ing a crucial role in bridging : Welcome Addresses

Japan and the US. This sympo- : Sadaaki Numata  Executive Director, The Japan Foundation :
. 1 d th h : Center for Global Partnership (CGP) :
Sium - welcome three suc ¢ Toru Nishihara Managing Director, Fukuoka International :

Japanese Americans, including : Exchange Foundation

the third generation with family : <Session| Presentations>

. @Coordinators

: Irene Hirano President, Japanese American National Museum @

They shared their personal and : Yasushi Watanabe Professor, Faculty of Environment and :
: Information Studies, Keio University :

roots in Fukuoka, as panelists.

family stories with more than 200 : gpanelists

audience. The coordinators, Ms. : Tom lkeda Executive Director, DENSHO: The Japanese :
: American Legacy Project .

Hirano and Professor Watanabe : Sachi Koto Founder, Sachi Koto Communications, Inc.  :

led the symposium, inviting the : Mark Yamakawa Executive Vice President/COO, The Queen's :
) o e Health Systems

audience to participate in lively

. . : <Session Il Panel Discussion and Q&A> :
discussions. H :

The Japanese American Leadership Symposium " Japan American Leadership Symposium 2008 | 21
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I d—5 1« 3*—45—B8FF Biographies of Coordinators

7AU=2 T/ EXERAEYER (OUVEIVZ AU T+ ILZ7M]
Irene HIRANO President, Japanese American National Museum [Los Angeles, Californial

19884 £ Y &K HRAMMEE, THRT 202 A) =¥ —BHE] Tl RWa—571 % —
y— e UTHE, %3 LTHH LTS, WA Y 74027 K THEER RO+
(WFRD ARBHF) M. DUk, 308LEICh ), REEEOE LTI 225 4128
JFHNPOME, T3 227 410502 HHTE. KEREBIHDY . SHOUETH. B,
RS AMBIE, 7 LA FPEME, 74— FHERE, X3V =7 S0 KEE,
AIVET YT A AW AER, R Ty VEEFRL DTV, Bk
S GRERBMOMEMIT LD . 3 - AMPHERO 7220 0 K HBME AR ER % Bo 712
B EVABERBRE. TYT - 8V T4 v s RE ) =Y~y TRRERE. KO
Wi E % RIET 7 ) 7 4 0 =7 MER B R % BT,

Irene Hirano serves as President of the Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles since 1988. From
April 1988 to January 2008 she also served as Chief Executive Officer. A recipient of bachelor's and master's
degrees in Public Administration from the University of Southern California, Ms. Hirano has more than 30
years of experience in nonprofit administration, community education and public affairs with culturally
diverse communities nationwide. Ms. Hirano's professional and community activities currently include serving
as, Chair of the American Association of Museums, Board member of the Ford Foundation, immediate past
Chair and Board member of the Kresge Foundation, Member, National Board Smithsonian Institution, past
chair and Board member of L.A. Inc./Los Angeles Convention & Visitors Bureau, former member of the
Toyota Corporation's Diversity Advisory Board, and member of the Business Advisory Board of Sodexho
Corporation. She previously served as a member of the Accreditation Commission of the American
Association of Museums, President's Committee on the Arts and Humanities by Presidential appointment,
Chair of the California Commission on the Status of Women, and Board member of the Smithsonian
Institution's National Museum of American History. She has received numerous awards for her work in civic,
cultural, and museum leadership.

B IE (bfegER »IL) BEXIAFRIEERIIHIE
Yasushi WATANABE Professor, Faculty of Environment and Information Studies, Keio University

19904F AV REEAVERESEE AR, 924F /N — N — FRFEREZER T 2 7 Hisff e s L3R, 974
—N— FREERZ NS LI 2 B oL 50U, 7 v 7)) v YRS NEEHE Bt
B, A2 A7+ =FREXV M TV ==X DLy IV ERT VYT 2 BEDOL, 99%E LY
BEME R AF BRBE T B B DS K KA e - A 7 1 THFSERHC CTHME R & %o BIFEIZSUILBUR,
SALAVE R T A ) A EREY, FEE [T — - TAY I ~KA =T YO E <fbD
BURY > (BERBAFHIE. 20044F, 7 2 ) %R EKEE 2 O O%E260 Y~ M) —#EH
ZHo) 1E4 [The American Family: Across the Class Divide]  (University of Michigan Press &
Pluto Press, 2005) 7 & %%, 20034EE LG 7 20—y 7L LT, N=N=FR¥ET 2 HF -~y |
FEBERIEIZEITICCT Y ¥ 2— M 2B %, 20054, F1H HARPMERA S E B X O8I0 H ARk
AT E A 2

Yasushi Watanabe earned an A.B. in American Studies from Sophia University in 1990, and an A.M in East Asian Studies
and a Ph.D. in Social Anthropology from Harvard University in 1992 and 1997 respectively. After a post-doctoral research
at Cambridge and Oxford Universities, he joined Keio University's Faculty of Environment and Information Studies and
Graduate School of Media and Governance in 1999, and as a full Professor, is presently working on such subjects as
Cultural Policy, Cultural Diplomacy and American Studies. His books include After America: Trajectories of the
Bostonians and the Politics of Culture (Keio University Press 2004), which won a Suntory Prize for Social Sciences and
Humanities and a Hiroshi Shimizu Award of the Japanese Association for American Studies, and The American Family:
Across the Class Divide (Pluto Press and the University of Michigan Press 2005). During the 2003-04 academic year, he
was a recipient of an Abe Fellowship (Japan Foundation and the Social Science Research Council) which he held at the
Weatherhead Center for International Affairs at Harvard University. In 2005, he was awarded a JSPS (Japan Society for
the Promotion of Science) Prize and a Japan Academy Medal for his research "Ethnographical Studies on the Politics of
Culture and Communities in Contemporary America."
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| /XRUZ MEE Biographies of Panelists
No-AT5 MEEIOVIO N TaLo5— BRATISHMES (V7 ML/ 7YY bUm]
Tom IKEDA Executive Director, DENSHO: The Japanese American Legacy Project [Seattle, Washington]

7Y v b RS A TR . MBA (REAEL) 200G, <4278V 7 MEvVF AT 4
77V — TSRS O RIBAECTEHR L2k, HRUE 2b0BER2 7Yy k356 78v 7 b [fBK
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COBERZEL TS, 72, 7Y ¥ P MBRE LEAHE CHERRERIAZHO T L, SHA3EHDFH.
LI OMATFINE G, BFT7 O LR B 5

Tom Ikeda is the founding Executive Director of Densho: The Japanese American Legacy Project (www.den-

sho.org). Using digital technology, Densho provides web access to testimonies of Japanese Americans who
were incarcerated during World War II to students and teachers. Ikeda is a sansei who was born and raised
in Seattle. Prior to working at Densho, he was a General Manager at Microsoft Corporation where he developed multimedia CDs.
Ikeda also worked as a research engineer developing hemodializers (artificial kidneys) with Cordis Dow Corporation and as a planning
manager at the Weyerhaeuser Company. Mr.Ikeda graduated from the University of Washington with a B.S. in Chemical Engineering,
B.A. in Chemistry and an MBA. Recent awards include being the 2004 recipient of the Humanities Washington Award for outstand-
ing achievement in the public humanities, a 2004 recipient of the Japanese American Citizens League Japanese American of the
Biennium award, and a 2007 recipient of an Online History Award from the American Library Association. This is Mr. Ikeda's third
trip to Japan. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side form Kagawa-ken and maternal side from Kagoshima-ken.

F-3b BF-3b 32225 —-YaVAHRR (PESVET3-ITM]
Sachi KOTO Founder, Sachi Koto Communications, Inc. [Atlanta, Georgial
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Sachi Koto was the first American of Japanese/Asian ancestry on-air talent in the Southeast - beginning her broad-
cast career in 1974. Following more than 16 years with CNN (CNN Headline News, CNN Radio, CNN Airport
Network, CNN International, CNN QuickCast and Turner South) : She launched a public relations and communications firm, Sachi Koto
Communications, Inc. in Atlanta, Georgia in July, 2005. Before joining CNN, Ms.Koto worked as an anchor for Tokyo's JCTV (Japan Cable
Television) and for Nippon Hoso Kyoku (NHK) Radio, also in Tokyo - and was a reporter for WQXI radio station in Atlanta from 1974-1975
and for CNN affiliate WAGA-TV in Atlanta from 1975-1977. Ms. Koto is a member of the Board of Curators for Delta Airlines, Vice-Chair of
the Atlanta—Fukuoka Sister Cities Commission, General Manager of JapanFest, Vice-Chair of the Japan America Society of Georgia, board
member of the Refugee Family Services, Past President of the Japanese American Citizens League SE Chapter, Vice President of the Asian
American Heritage Foundation, board member of USPAAC-SE, and Committee Chair of the Society of the Who's Who in Asian American
Communities, among others. October 7, 2006, Ms. Koto released her children's book on teaching Diversity — Penelope Hates Stew. Prefecture
in Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side from Fukuoka-ken, maternal side from Gumma-ken.

N—0 YA - vVYAHD IA—UXREEBRIERE  [FR/IVILINTAM]
Mark Hisao YAMAKAWA Executive Vice President/Chief Operating Officer, The Queen's Health Systems [Honolulu, Hawaii]
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sified health care company and includes responsibilities at its major subsidiaries; The Queen's Medical Center,

‘ Mark Yamakawa is the Executive Vice President/Chief Operating Officer for The Queen's Health Systems, a diver-

Queen Emma Land Company and Queen's Development Corporation. He joined The Queen's Medical Center in
1985 and has held various positions throughout the organization. Mr. Yamakawa earned a B.S. degree in Industrial Engineering and
Operations Research from the University of California at Berkeley and a MBA degree from the University of Hawaii. He serves on the
boards of twelve community organizations including Child and Family Services, Hawaii Long Term Care Association, Lanakila Rehabilitation
Center Foundation, and Waikiki Improvement Association. Mr. Yamakawa also serves as Chief Operating Officer of the Hamamatsu-Queen's
Positron Emission Tomography Center, a technology joint venture with Hamamatsu Photonics, KK. of Hamamatsu, Japan. Prefecture in
Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side from Hiroshima-ken, maternal side from Fukuoka-ken.
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| zo0ftiBIEE  Other Delegation Members

SURT 4V - ROV EREER [ATUY N - ROATIVA] B8R [R—b5V R/ FLIUM]
Kristen DOZONO Account Executive, Sprint-Nextel [Portland, Oregon]
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Kristen Dozono is an Account Executive at Sprint-Nextel, a national cellular and wire line company. She
has achieved many accolades in her sales career such as Honors Club for Pitney Bowes and Presidents
Club at Sprint-Nextel. She has a Bachelor of Science in Communications from Portland State University.
Ms. Dozono serves on the Board of Directors for the Portland Japanese Garden, and is Chair of the
Membership Committee. The Portland Japanese Gardens has received national recognition as the leading
Japanese Garden in the United States. She is also very active in the community where she volunteers at
Ikoi-no-kai (a Japanese hot-lunch program for seniors), Partners in Diversity (an organization that educates
and promotes the importance of diversity in the workplace), the Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center, and a mem-
ber of the Japanese American Young Leaders Group. Her most recent and favorite hobby is golf.
Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: paternal- side from Okayama and Fukuoka-ken, maternal-side from
Chiba and Tokushima-ken.
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David IWATA Principal Partner, LD Two Group, Inc. [Los Angeles, Californial
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A graduate of Georgetown University, Mr. Iwata became Principal Partner with LD Two Group, Inc., a con-
sulting firm specializing in advocacy, business, community, and diversity development after a distinguished
career with a major hospitality company in an array of sales, marketing and operation positions with assign-
ments in Washington DC area, Hawaii, California, Colorado, and Mexico. He has worked with the White House
Presidential and Vice Presidential Advance Office including site advance for the Visit of Prime Minister Kaifu
to Los Angeles/Palm Springs; Presidential Inaugural Committee, and interned with Former Member of
Congress Patsy T. Mink. In recognition for his business expertise and leadership, he has been reappointed for
a third term as Vice Chair, Personnel Commission for the Los Angeles Community College District, the
nation's largest community college district; currently serves as Co Chair of the Asian Pacific Islander Forum
for Los Angeles Chief of Police; and previous appointments include Past President for the City of Los Angeles
South Valley Area Planning Commission; member of the International Trade Advisory Council for the Mayor
of Los Angeles; and appointed member of advisory boards for the Los Angeles City Council and various gov-
ernment agencies. He has served as Board of Directors on numerous community organizations on National,
Regional, State, and Local level including the National Japanese American National Memorial Foundation;
California Small Business Association; and City of Los Angeles Asian Pacific American Heritage Month. His
work with the U.S Armed Forces has earned him many designations, the highest honor as Honorary Member
of the "Blue Angels." Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side form Hiroshima-ken and maternal
side from Wakayama-ken.
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Stan H. KOYANAGI Vice President, Senior Regional Counsel, KB HOME [Los Angeles, California]
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Stan Koyanagi is Vice President, Senior Regional Counsel of KB HOME, a national homebuilding company
headquartered in Los Angeles. Prior to joining KB HOME, Mr. Koyanagi was a senior executive with ORIX
USA Corporation, the U.S. subsidiary of Japan-based ORIX Corporation, where he held a number of positions,
including General Counsel of U.S. operations. Mr. Koyanagi joined ORIX USA Corporation after a long stint
as a partner in the international law firm of Graham & James LLP where he specialized in the representation
of Asian-based companies in corporate and real estate transactions. Mr. Koyanagi has served on the Finance
Committee and the Board of Directors of the Japanese American Cultural & Community Center in Los
Angeles. Since 2004, he has been active in promoting stronger ties between Japanese Americans and Japanese
business executives through a joint business networking initiative underway in Los Angeles and supported by
the Japan Business Association of Southern California, Japanese American National Museum and Japanese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Mr. Koyanagi holds an undergraduate degree in business from the University of
Southern California and a law degree from Stanford University. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origin:

Kumamoto-ken (both paternal and maternal side).
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Wayne Hiroshi MURAOKA Vice President. Armstrong Development, Ltd. [Honolulu, Hawaii]
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Wayne Muraoka is Vice President and General Counsel of Armstrong Development, Ltd., a real estate devel-
opment company based on Honolulu, Hawaii. He is also General Counsel for the other Armstrong Companies,
which handle the design, construction, and sales aspects of the business. Previously, he was a practicing
attorney in Hawaii for approximately 15 years, a large part of the time as a partner at the Honolulu law firm
of Goodsill Anderson Quinn & Stifel. He was also Law Clerk for the Honorable Harold M. Fong, Chief Judge,
United States District Court for the District of Hawaii. He received his B.A. in History and Literature from
Harvard University and his J.D. from Harvard Law School. He serves as a Director and Vice-Chair for the
Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii and is the Chair of the Membership Committee. He is also a Director (and
past President) of Lani Kamahao, a non-profit organization that runs a Peace Village on the windward side of
Oahu helping participants learn communication, team-building, dispute resolution, and good stewardship of the
land. He enjoys coaching youth sports, including soccer and volleyball, and playing tennis, golf, and table ten-
nis. Mr. Muraoka first went to Japan in 1979 on the Michael C. Rockefeller Memorial Fellowship, the purpose
of which was "the development of an individual's understanding of himself and his world through involvement

with people of a culture not his own." He is a sansei whose ancestors came from Yamaguchi-ken.
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Stann NAKAZONO Filmmaker, Traax Production [New York, New York]
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Stann Nakazono is a writer, editor, director and producer. A proponent of independent filmmaking, his works have been
shown in film festivals all over the world. His first feature film, "Hang Your Dog in the Wind," won the Special Jury Prize
at the 1997 Florida Film Festival. His 1999 "Much Adobo About Nothing" was nominated for Best Independent Feature by
A. Magazine. His next feature film, "In-Between," premiered at the 2005 Cannes Film du Marche in France and screened
at Germany's Oldenburg Film Festival and the Global Peace Film Festival in Japan in 2006. He has produced and directed
several award-winning shorts, including the acclaimed live action/animated short An I Within, winning the Best
Cinematography Award at the 1999 Florida Film Festival, Special Achievement Award at the USA Film Festival and
Best American Short at the L.A. Short Film Festival. He directed first love, a music video about the World War II
Japanese-American internment camps, was featured at the 2000 New York Asian American International Film Festival
and the Directors' Guild of America in Los Angeles in May 2001. Along with his film credits, Mr. Nakazono has worked
with The Actors' Gang, an ensemble theater group in Los Angeles headed by actor Tim Robbins. He received the 2004
Ruby Yoshino-Schaar Playwriting Award, sponsored by the Japanese American Citizens League for his play, buddha-
headz.com. Stann gained worldwide notoriety when he co-founded the Slumdance Experience, the upstart alternative to
the Sundance Film Festival in 1997 at Park City, Utah, and helped kick-start the Asian American 72-Hour Film Shootout
in New York City, now in its fourth year. In 2004, he founded JAJA (Japanese-Americans, Japanese in America) in New
York. This diverse, non-traditional organization brings together the younger generation of Japanese-Americans, shin-
Nikkei and multi-racial Japanese in a city where the JA community has been almost non-existent. JAJA has grown to
over 120 members and has been recognized by the Consulate-General of Japan.Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins:
maternal side from Tokyo-to, paternal side from Kagoshima-ken.
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Paul Ujiniro NIWA Assistant Professor, Journalism, Emerson College [Boston, Massachusetts]
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Paul Ujihiro Niwa is an Assistant Professor of Journalism at Emerson College, a communication conservatory in Boston.
He instructs graduate and undergraduate students in broadcast, online and financial journalism. His scholarly research
studies how journalists quote sources. His creative portfolio includes the social network mapping site
bostonchinatown.org and documentaries that have been shown nationally in film festivals, scholarly conferences, public
radio and public television. He is also a frequent commentator on the business of journalism and the treatment of Asian
Americans in the news for newspapers and broadcast stations around the world. During his professional career, Mr.
Niwa launched two international television networks in Asia, six newscasts and a streaming media news program for the
National Broadcasting Company (America's first broadcast network), the Gannett Company (the largest US newspaper
chain) and Stockhouse Media (formerly Canada's largest internet company). He also produced "Today's Business," the
international finance program on CNBC; created "NBC Asia Evening News;' and launched NBC's "Early Today,' seen
nationally on the networks" premiere broadcast channel. Mr. Niwa was born in Orange County, California. He earned a
masters degree from Columbia University's Graduate School of Journalism and an economics degree from University of
California, Riverside. This is Mr. Niwa's fourth trip to Japan. Prefecture of ancestral origins: paternal side from Aichi-ken,
maternal side from Hiroshima-ken.
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John Takeo NOGUCH] Director, Convention Facilities Department, City & County of San Francisco [San Francisco, California)
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A San Francisco native, John Noguchi has been an employee of the City for 20 years, the last 17 with the
Convention Facilities Department. He was appointed Director in April 2004. The department is responsible
for oversight of the Moscone Convention Center and Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, as well as City Hall
Building Management and Special Events. John maintains an active role with a number of professional indus-
try associations and spends much of his time marketing San Francisco to prospective customers. Outside the
office he serves on a variety of boards including the San Francisco-Osaka Sister City Association, the
California Japanese American Alumni Association and the Giants Community Fund. John is a graduate of UC
Davis (B.A. Political Science) and San Francisco State University (MPA). He resides in the Golden Gate
Heights neighborhood of San Francisco with his wife, Diane and their two daughters, Lauren (6 yrs.) and
Taylor (4 yrs.). Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side from Yamaguchi-ken, maternal side from

Hiroshima-ken.
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Joan Haru OCHI Director, Marketing Communications, GlobalGiving [Washington, DC]
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Joan Ochi is the director of marketing communications for GlobalGiving.com, a social enterprise that promotes
international philanthropy by connecting donors with grassroots development projects around the world.
Previously, she worked in communications at Fannie Mae, where she supported the company's mission to
increase homeownership rates, particularly amongst minority and underserved populations. Prior to that, she
worked and lived in Kuwait and Sweden with her husband, at the time a diplomat with the U.S. Department
of State, and was actively involved with the American Embassy community. She spent 9 years working for
Hewlett-Packard (in the U.S. and Sweden). Joan is a native of San Francisco, and has an MBA from Columbia
University and a B.A. in Economics from UC Berkeley. She is a volunteer with her children's schools, Girl
Scouts, the Washington Area Women's Foundation, and has worked with the Asian Women's Shelter and
Family Violence Prevention Fund in San Francisco. This is Ms. Ochi's first visit to Japan. Prefecture in Japan

of ancestral origins: paternal side from Niigata-ken, maternal side from Fukuoka-ken.
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Ted Teruo YAMASAK| Managing Deputy Human Resources Director, City and County of San Francisco [San Francisco, California]
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Ted Yamasaki is the Managing Deputy Human Resources Director for the City and County of San Francisco. In this role,
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Mr. Yamasaki oversees the operations of the merit-based, civil service system for approximately 28,000 municipal employ-
ees. He has done extensive work in the development and implementation of San Francisco's Disaster Service Worker
Program - a critical program designed to facilitiate the deployment of municipal employees in response to emergencies,
e.g. earthquakes and bioterrorism. Recently, Mr. Yamasaki's work on San Francisco's Civil Service Reform was recog-
nized with a Public Managerial Excellence Award. He was also selected by Human Resources Executive Magazine as an
"HR Rising Star." Orginally from the Big Island of Hawaii, Mr. Yamasaki is a graduate of the University of Hawaii at
Manoa and received his master's degree in Public Administration from the University of San Francisco. He currently
serves as the Senior Vice-President of the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC).
Mr. Yamasaki is a member of the Board of Directors for CPS Human Resources Servces, a governmental agency commit-
ted to improving human resources in the public sector. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side from
Hiroshima-ken, maternal side from Shimane-ken.
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Lori S. C. YOKOYAMA Founder and Managing Partner, Lori S. C. Yokoyama & Associates, P.C. [Chicago, lllinois]

= AL =R AN I ARF (KEL BEFED . Fa R VBRI (R, /—Av 2
y YRFRFBTMBA (BEFEL) 25, BUE. v - v ERRERTLHHRL. Ll
LTHML T, £72, [DACA A=Y ¥ 7] HOBMBBDTVE. YA THKRIGER, ¥ T
EEW S (JASC) FOHAMMHAER 7 V7 RHET, V=8 -y 72FEH L, WHEISFEH L T
Who FaR—WREREEEE L ELSOEEZH L T0D LJTOMIEITMENRM S, 750
Fel B B H 5

Lori Yokoyama is Principal and Founding Member of the Chicago law firm of Lori S. C. Yokoyama & Associates, P.C. She
is admitted to practice in the States of Illinois and Texas, and before the U.S. Supreme Court; the United States Court of
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit; the Federal District Court for the Northern and Central District of Illinois; and, the Trial
Bar for the Northern District of Illinois. Her practice areas include civil and commercial litigation, corporate, employment,
administrative law/government relations and real estate. She is also the President of DAC Imaging and served as Chief
Operating Officer for Affiliated Radiologists, S. C. Ms. Yokoyama has been active and taken leadership roles in the profes-
sional, civic and community arenas, including among others Japan America Society of Chicago, Chinese American Service
League, Illinois State Bar Association-Vice Chair, Judicial Evaluation Committee, National Asian Pacific American Bar
Association, Asian American Bar Association of the Greater Chicago Area-Founding Member, the Illinois Research Park
Authority, the United Way of Chicago Allocations Committee, and the Japanese American Service Committee. She was
the 2005 Asian Model Family Award Recipient-Japanese Community; 2003 recipient of the DePaul University, College of
Law, Distinguished Alumni Award. Yokoyama was elected as a delegate to the 2004 Republican National Convention and
serves as the Vice-Chair of the Illinois Republican Committeewoman's Roundtable. Ms. Yokoyama is an MBA graduate of
the J.L. Kellogg Graduate School of Management, Northwestern University, Executive Master's Program. She received her
Juris Doctor degree from DePaul University College of Law; and is a graduate of Northeastern Illinois University, where
she received a B.S. degree in accounting/business, with honors. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: paternal side from
Kanagawa-ken, maternal side from Okayama-ken.
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Japanese translation of the delegates' biographies was provided by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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LEROZE, ZLTHRT AV AANTIEDH > THREBIZERD
WMEoDREEVS ZE2FH L THIE R TR AL RV ERS [ 4 Kol
W7D TT, SIDRICE ST, ZNIIRELT a3y 7Tl 22Kk HELEZASINALO K
STL70 BEOHTHS IO T-LED) ZE IO TRV ENTZDOTTH S, X ) En
T, ENLCRRIEHARTH AL ZBHVT ALY T Lz, MoF2bEHELELH T
T ANET AR5 7D T, BHRESATHRIEIDBRIZTTLAEZL, ZREZARTITHR
DBRZZBLZT T, MUEEAAER) TL7ze ERAFEAENRBEURCTLZOT, 2802 LR HIE
HMNDOHFAERE 572D TY,

PRESBYTERIAN KINDERGARTEN

CHMII/NERAEED L T DTS, [A T4 F10] Tkt
ZliF, TITRAIALAELERZEICLET, RV ORE
Ty AIAGEREKRBERBEOFZ LI L, ZOLE [HOR @

SACHI - 4™ GRADE

STy TELI V) FELMELMELHEDEL2OTT,
FITHLBEIE LS T2 FFC. [A I A%H4, ROWBIZTI v v

F] eV OREAATELE LS oTwE L) EFVE L | " |
THERAIRALERIFFNKOTEL B ST, ROFHZE Y v 5 &N
CEETF~BWHL, ZOHIE EEANRTLNERFATL, [2Z4 F10]

RBODRO R T T T WTWE E, JIOEEIRT[HF, AIREEZFLTHITFONS L
IR TTWIFEFRAL I EEENE L, ¥ ? HOAIRKADOLIRIT, FLEEFAOT
OREMNMNZ2DO L, EWVWERoTWEE, ZOREIFZZTIRITE L [RIALAERFIETIAR
BRBERLRTEL LD, BAEDEI LB TL, RIZFHFT I L2830 TR Loz
DT,

CNERHFELXDOEETY, [AF74 FIl] TOLHIZx—
ET OV AZHENIZANT, RHGIIME»ZHFEL, HR
THHIEEZENVICHZE LI IR oDIZXDOBPITTY, %
BERL ETF2L9H12, XKomBUImE ORI TLZ22 5,
LIEHARICH T AELEWMEBLFHLLAOELE Lz, L2LRAK
L TlE TAVAIZEL RS WEDBHEZ T L, mblET
SEOHHZ %S 72AD, HAERFERICH A LA LLH % L7

[R5 K11] F2EEEFTIDOTT, ThEd, ZARROLEZHIIL, 2D
PBREFYVBZTEZLOOREINEROEEZIN LT Z, FMIHRAL LTOHG DIV —
VIENEDR LR, FV 2B THEIICH-720TT, KiFZH350FE L, [BEIZHAA
ETANVARNDESHEONT TR LR, TOME AL, BL, WONRSEP2OHLENH) T L
RAEE] L,
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WQXI RADIO REPORTER BEER TORDREEIZOWTALBREL LE T 19744F125
- Tk ORI R o 2 ODRA T, ZO®RMB %R T I T F
7=l ) F L7z, 19744E %, 7 V4R T LY DOERITY
PEBEALT L7ze 1% S IER ISR D B2 <. B 72 O
WCEEERAS>TL 2DEFE->TWE L7z, [AF4 F12]

TEO LS CRRIIETH S5 AT VT RTH Y HRTT A
Az k] 5. 29 LA ROBCESFMAFECRYE LI 3 YTy
Radio Announcer LR CEFICERES MO TOHR, TLTCTVTRICES
72DTY, [ATF4 F13]

19774, FMZ (B HA Y —7 V5L EY 3 » (JCTV) T Z &
WD F L7z RBPIIHOIDBLLZDOERZTVWET, #lENSD
BRERHARANZESESDONTELDITFTTNS, IR S LX) BR

j:$ t) .(“ L f:O 5']5" EH %‘(‘% L: % < k N JCTV — JAPAN CABLE TELEVISION -
e

[Z54 K13]
7 AETHE X 25052205 1 i

F L7 FlIETHAAN (Japanese) J. &9 —Hix [4E A
(Foreigners) ] £ FRENTWE§, Rl [ X Z# (foreigner) | T
EnE o7 TEh5-- FEWT L7z, 39 139 OFNCIE
ATLESTDTY, ZOLEEFNTHUDTRIIT AV I ANE
WA VISR Y ERED ) PIEA—BROFHET A1 Y
]| ——¢EbNbIITT, (AT 14 F14] [Z51 K14]

HHELDOJCTVIZRT LEHHO TR T Lz 2T, HARD ZOFEFIIMRNC X o THRE I
SEDGFIPNTDLIEDRDLPSTEFT L TAVIDEHIZELRDE) WSV HBVDT, T XA
U DOEFEHREL IR EDLERTWLRLE L7,

CNIJCTVEIBERROGET, AL F ¥ 25 —0REE
STV TTHE HOREp TORAY ATHE-TWET. [AF4 FI5] BT AV HERLEE I
Za—AHGI LA ERSTWIOTTI, F9Tidd
DFERFATL, RICHIFFESNTW0ik, £y FMZTbhoT
Fr Ay —ZEROHTHRD, M5 LBH7ZEMHELITOZ L,
FEMIZIZEy bOBHIY DX ) BEEE 52D TY RFF
MOTFTA L7 7 —IZHFL, RICHLTED, TAY I TIER-

[ZZ 1 K15] TELAREPELORMFARITE L. €29 L TLHIRL=
2—A%RLETHLRLLIICHD, HEOFMETHOZI LN TEE Lz, FRLAHEND
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VBT L7,
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CHERABNHKT [T T4 - Ty | oftFH %2 L TwWzFo
HHETY, THA®O X )12, NHKIZLEI 225 b - L EERKTL
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Fr3ETHhowFELA [AT1 Fl6]

NHK Radio Japan

[Z54 K16] 19804EfC MO IZCNNAHAKRIZA > TE 2D %2 HIZ, HAD X
FA4TIREDLY F Lze FRPCNNZEM LIGED 20T, KM= 2 — A ZHY§ 2 HEHHE 2
FL7 MEDDPSBY) LAY RS AMNEL LD, DiidF o< E)EFHEITES L
W) FEL —2—AFMOLY FLE T XY AWITHR->TEF L7

19864FIZFAE T A Y AR Y, CNNTE 250 F L7ze HAR CNN
PORDLE, TA)AOERORNILF o 72 HHE L, ZHEE WOMEN OUTNUMBER MEN
MOWFRIZHR>TE Lz A2 Bb 3o Z, BlLAZ A
DTV 7R Fv 27 AT F-F % 2 (6 chicks and
Chuck) | EFFA7ZE DTY o F v 7 A (chicks) & 1% Bk
T25AF 7T, F% v 27 (Chuck) IZCNNOF ¥ X ¥ —, F ¥
V7 e uN=YDI LT, TAY I OREERDKE RE
bHLTVWDTT, [AF14 F17] (254 K17]

CNNIZ164EE D 72h & FMIPRFFEZITO HAOSEZBL T L7z, BIEETA ) — Y SAN
CHNKEZSoEHIT, TRAY IHEIBRRKOHAERT 2 AT 4NV THEH[ V¥ /8 T2 A ]
DG A=V ¥ —dBOTVWET, TNEAEROMEFEVI XDKRT VT4 TIZEDTY D,
R72HblZZDT 2 AT 42NNV ETHHEDICLTVE T, MEEIZIS000ANEZ 5 A B HD T
L7zo YVa—YT7MIEREREHHREBZRZFBEATEY, ZOBRIZRERT»SHEVTVET,
7os BMIER LS LSRN -7 7 Y VR REZIC L BMIE T nwTB), 20l
BEBUTHESZRKADBRZ I SARTLZE>TwET, COREAZHEUT, K4k
AR KRB F ERFERL T E T, T s, N0 FEEFEREOMIC S KIFBER1H
NET, Ya—I 7Moo ezPLBRELET L. MNITIZ7T200AD HAADRHEL. 35040 H
AREFEDSER L CWET, /2o aha—F, UPS, FAFHizE. 775 v 27, CNNR L, Va—
TTMCA M ZE S REEDBECHY 7,

w%IZ, [Yall come visitt (BFS A, E)ZBNTLZEV) ] L) HETI bR HRED

SELEEBICBEY) L2wEEWES, [Yalll EidTyou al(BFEA) ] W) BROBHDO A T ~
7FTY, TiHH YL ) TE VT L,
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AKH, BCZD L) BEERE 52 T Z S o084, BERmEEH kL ¥ —(CGP). (1)
0 B [ B A W i 43 B OF () R B VL I B A8 i 2 o 4 — DB BRI O & D &S L B E 4, AR,
FLTHADRI DL ) LWL OPDTE Y — FZHERICTHA Lz EBwE 3, MERHE,
BAHLWER, ZLTHARENTADBIZHAMIFOEZTRIZL o TR DWW b EHOW S
WRERIZOWTBREL STV 2 & T,

BB

18814E. N7 A4 OMIHEHDEEIZODWTH D ZWVTF =Y 1 v F - 25 h7 7EHER. SFEEME S
RS DRSO TVWE Lze TOHME, NI A OILZHEN L. FEH» S FHEERE L
THROTHHH T L TLA, BHEE U L) ICHEIRER S Lo > HERZHNI=H T H T T
Fid, HAROHZ L BHMAEROMT 2 &z 27 £ L7z, 18814E3H10H. Fid HA & ki
B2 ARZRE 7w EE R, KRR OMBERREEH LI L2, TLTIORKT, BLITK
D2ODIRE%E L72D T,

1. SE16EDOILBEEBEEBO/PMYE) LN ST T EDETSHEOEZ M) T - A7 F5=F
WaRKHSE, FEMOBMHICE > TRBEZERSER2IRE LT L. ZoBE% T HIE,
TAVAZEBNTAPEERDIT D L) BEKTL,

2. HRDPONTANORBB L FHBREZEF L E Lico N7 A TIEERESSHICIEAT 5 %
Py FBIBKIBCARLTHE L i Ldy KB, Y770 7. WEIUE R SRR T
BRI RDMAT, 2L DEROGHELN TV D TY, Wk & OEMLRTIZI122575 ~1004
AN7Z2o 7 NEH, T0ER ST ORI ARBICETHA Lz Ebh T,

B 577 Fid. HARDPECKFE E O TR 2V 5N X ) LBARPEESLKTIE R L, FEL
FEHAREFERZERELEAT L LOPLEERDEDSL, TAVAIRAFY)AOREZE) Z L 27
NEHARMAD S, &8 & ERBOBMIIIEG ShF L,

ZNTH NI h o7 REHAL OBMREILOLESEZEH &, 1883 FITIEH BRI Z %) . Ko X
ACHARICH T AFEZHMEZSEE L (B4 7TERERETIZ. HAENT L OERIZRE
CHEDIMZFI K RIKETHHERBLTED, Lo THADH A IZIZV N S5hBZOFH LN
TEONTET NTAFZFOBEOFLHLEZHRIZELMRE T, TLT. HEOALDBNT A IZ
kThyREEEGZIICL, MEMR LU G-z RIEThNS2MEO B % F 072 L.
W SN ERAEAN LTSS LE2REAT T

ZD2FEFH D188, HAD O DR DO KRB 5B RHSNT L 1I2H)EF L 20T,
NIA1THOERBLEESL
ROHL, =V A 7T - Fav ok, MEREROFERCIZH S ERTHISEW =M TEHINE »

VNS BFOAETIT, REBEORXTL 2,

Ao, BHHZDZ L &2mhab &, BROICHSANZHMED T, HEZIRLTHE D
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MENZA T T2t FNSINE Lz N2 ol e Wb BiEITE > T 720 T 25,
W% 5T HROERYDOLEL ZOANHEMAD Z L1220 F L7z, FIEMED L) X0 i
LEVWAZES72DTY o MHOFEWIHNDY ., HO b REKAT, ROEEF v ¥ T VIO ERAKR,
RFICLETS T D, BEARIZHF2HELTWE L2 P EB3NDOHERANZNT A I12% AR
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FAINT AZFH)HE L72DIX19065ED 7 1) A< A, 12H25H T
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F1l HAP S OBRDE h o 7248 7 VIV HLFRO A ITAE R,
RN BIEHR L LTH RO F L,

B0 F F13ED 72 728, AR ORI TaE X,
NI A THEIGEZLICTAIECSAEDLLVEEZELTLNSE XD

AT L72o ATORDP Y25 7-D1%, mFIZN872BF 1 b -
] EFEVIRETT . YA TREFA P YREET L UK
: > DFMPCFEETL, B, F 355 EHET, T4 CH
B ES L LTRSS NE Lz, 29 LTk T L
T, LI~y AT - e IR F Lze TP DEEH
DEHETY, [AF4 F2]
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(A7 Rl 1919458140, L H1dHH

W4 RCEFEDIZA—I 7 —A1D2%FIZ, R IVVEICHFEL
EYMPALEY) L E L CHIEZFDEXDNT A FTONH
#T9, [AF4 F3]
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[ | J.‘_ wd

i = 1

WMEATOELLIF) FL T, vV AT RFEIHIEDONT A [X54 k3]
KEOBETANINY 7257 )T - NL—IZFloB LT L7z, Tha'z
DRERDBETT, [AF4 F4] =77 - NL—@N T4 DEHRD
ORI T, MEFEVITHONS ZO/IEHRDO N ot
A EROBIEIE 5o TWE L. BTS04 Tk ‘
LTHRIBEZBI LT AERONT A NOTELY 2L v ) Fhins
WSD2bHBHZH) T,

(254 F4]
KFEEINFFEREZRETHELEZBOT Lz, $72. RiED
| Bz, SWMTIADTHAETNE L. SABEKGHTT,
(2T 4 F5] FAOEHIKRIETL 720 MHOMIZT. > TV 5B DD
Tdo TOHHEIZHF 5TV D ) —MoREE, HLXOHOF
YL ZFDEAITT, FYUVIMRANT A AR S
IBHLDINT L,

[X54 K5]
BIGOAFIFTE THHFTDEZ L DT L2 KELREI T, RIERH TR RNCEX, i<
BMOAEZYYHLZD, BHVOBRLWFHA TN FF2IHEL 720 LTI R ) FEA. NFF
DOPFEIKREGEPIND ) ZITENLMLFETT, NFF1RIRAOF T2 BB LI EOEILDH
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WET, NFFEEATVS L, BRTHWHAHER-TLAIELHD T T, bITUVRATDHOI &
D2, BRIV F I F F AR T,

Ml B OEE S A, BRAEEARNEICHEL Tito TV F Lz, KEEORR T, Ho R
I I EDVDEIELE 572D TY . [V H TG TETICALRY OB 5 W 5 FR 2
5T MTIERONAZ VWA WA RO 4 AF—21ED £ L7z, B2 R0 S8 &) LEBE)
Liobw oo TEF LA HEKEZESITRAR)Z L TINFE L,

b, 29 LaEsoRYoEENE, F3 7y SN %2520 1T 728 212, 5o
TeBEEEW, XY YTV EHEFEIH-TLE)ZLTLA, TOHD) HLITHKETAHI LD
HIE, FFICIIMHDRE->TI VI dH D F LD ozl ZICE b Twivnoll
WO B ETLZ,

19364F2H10H, QT 74 YV E X AO HEWIEE 2B THZITAT S B THER 23R ) . FHiL
ZRILTHATLEVE L, lEKATW 200, ZhIZEbNIO0, e RIRY HEiE
ZLTWROPEENPTIEDH Y TEAD, HIZZA) v 7L THEBDL EDOKRTHIZZEAA, HLD
FHHEFICIAOBENRER S > T E L

HAEIZW DK, A2 D & — IR > T A EHICEVE Lz, XD DIE
BEDLLFNCH Y TEL o TW/zDT, HiZBLFHEIEL)ILVIFHEICADF L, &2
B BEL B, TAOTHEZRZ T E - T, FRIZEDQFEITENTD T3, 1A
WY HBEEDSHTHNCIER 252 D I T2 % ClI R bR kb e, BRBENA-TK
L5E9 0 %o72DTY, R X ¥ VT VRLIIHM T AL 3L holzblF TI0H, fHBEHIE
S TlE, HAPFHAZZ DL LARNE LD, BAE L5720 TY, HEBHIHAOREIZ, N
AT b EZEFETCHI LI LB EEEXRY T L,

HLis

HMEHPARELZ AN TH 72120 Db 6T, M HPEEDRAAZ 722 LIFRIZE ST
FHT L7z TOMBLE2E, BB RBNRIELLAEZLIE, BELEZTLHILORYS %
BbY I L $72, B HRIIIHAFRPHAALZHM I 52 L 2@ LT, HRENT A D
Bz LS LTOWKHEERDH D L) TEBHERONT L7z, HEDOEZ T, FR72HId/NARAY
POEREFEL T, BEMRIZEH HAFEARICED IR T Lz, Wzl s L) 1i2E, HA
FPRACAT S AT ORI s 2 R TR E Lz, ThEd, BRI T - 72 ALK T,
EIRRL TRV 2R nESL) Lo TwE L7z,

BEG, 74—V AREBE L VW) . SRRGERZITR ) RFEFENHHE L TwE 5, i
DL 7o TWBDIL, 1859EICT YL EE A AN ANMDFR L 72T £ i KDFEbE. 7 4
— VY ABEHFEL Y F =TT, R bofliarid, KEMICEOEWERF—CAZRM L. T A
RENTAFELTRTOALOREFEZH ESELZ ETT,

B HAERH L TWAEELZMEDIDIZ, 2O TEVWEEDERICEHINTVWAIRNE—T—<
— DB AL DO KIEIZ VDI T A0 E VWD T ETT NT A DAL DFHFEMITHARL M
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CHRIRFEOREIEL TB Y FEAOARE, S, Eaddiiz SIClb L akE Lo
RGFEPEC T T,

B L TAIE, ZOEVIZEAL LTwE T, AA72bOMRREAAE T N7 O 4 13425%
TL72AN S HTIEBEDT6. LMEIE80E T, Fx S LI T, A7 HoLHIERZER
RYF, V7TV THELELLTEELNIRA LM > TVE L2d, SHAZL L LB
TWADOIE, H vy BERF. BEHOARE. TN, v —HBAER EOEREORATT, R
OO N 21X, 29 L7284 TOHRRN DDA ELCRLETEETCOEP 22D TT,

74—V AEHEY Y5 —Tlid, BRERRO N2 OB & RO
M) E% BITH L WEBREM Z AL T E 3, 199748121, H
KROFAN D 5 kR b =7 AR E GRFEL D BT,
&b THAEN ZPET (B8 FBUR W E#HE) A ¥ v F— % fli-> T,
TR, MRREE R LIRS L & ORI KOs %
RS LMY MAZIBDE L2, TRBRIVVD 7 4 — 2 X[E
By —ICREINZDOAFX Y F—DEETY, [AT1 F6]

[ZZ 41 K6]
(BR) AR b =7 AT 1MSF I IIC S 12 X - TRV SN T, SeBRE o7y 7

V=¥ —TF, COERFEXEZP VL LT CHo TEEKXPHIBLZ-DOIIZ, HreT7iungt<
—IROBH & F ORI T,

PET A ¥ ¥ F— OFF#IE. HERDOCTRMRITIIHAIT X Wil
AR A2 METEL L VI HTT, —FlE LT, ZhIEEHL
TIVINA T —IHEADMA T ¥ % LK L/-PETHETY ., f
DRI OTEF G H L FIRE KD L, HWEriEdhF D
WHLTWAREWHEBZEDLTWE T, £HNE, FHELEEZO
ME DAL L OMWEEEE O CIEBAER T Wl Z R L
TwEd, [AF4 F7]

MOLECLILAR MEDICINE

RO T Ll TRLERE WTTH P

[RZ4 KR7]

COERFEPNTAIMESNIZHEDOIDZ, NTAD L) L LORETHE, HAD
TR L 7 A I ORIEN OMAEDLEPRKCIIRET 5725 ) LEERPEZ ML TLL,
COERFEIREREIDZWNDTEY, BET AR L EBH LT AN, B b d 5% <
EENTOET, ERR =27 2Tk XBoRb D IE2FIH L7 2URES O, L ——#
B X B0 ViEHE AW OBEB G & IR I REL RS EI TR T, FAZ:
Hik, COBRFFEICL > THARMEL O L LIREEORS DB S, Hiflr & BlER e DS
X o THRA BB LB - BEEINORRS L 720 8h 2 2L CwE . JiEED Y A
Ly ZTE¥VE L7
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KOhHY F L7 RETT VTROMA GZEMPEALE) ICH I LEo T2 BIHELW
2T Edh

Ql1:(eZ/)
BEOT»SOBEMEDHIZ, HRAEMOT IV TRT AU B AEDOBBRIZOWTOTEMATW
A

1.

(15 4)

Tit. Y7 MVTOROREREZD LB LLELE ). Y7 MVIHEGHAANE HRADOEIZ, 72w
7215 T A2 ANEETYT, Y RERII 2T A TRHY TTH, ERZELOTHHLTVE T,
Ty R HMATRS E, TEZRR 74 ) EYRDIEIDPEIZIZVDOTT, TA)HIELT VT ROE
& LTid, 19004E2 519704E  TIE HRDIAZE 5 2D TTH, Z I3ED IO ER 0 I1F 9 A3 L]
5E912h0FELL, BETIE. TYVTET AV I AOHEHOHBTHRIIGFHOKREETY, AREIDK
ELT VT ROEMIPMICEOH L DIFTT, 7 PO L) ZEFITIE, BRI 225 13kl Lo»D
HVFET, FITYTIVTIE o7 V7 RENEDBBEDEBIZIL TV ZEICLELE 29
FTIUSEIEDILAD . L D EBOENTH 2 2HBEICH ) M 5 & v ) BRT, BUAMICERRZ 25T,
VT MVIEALODOF BV AREK IV, BT Ty Y AT ERNREBL TS, Mo ERDEL
RKUIED L —FTHROANLADWBAT 5T, MOEHE T L2 R ELZE R 572bIFTY,

(A k)

MEYa =Y 7MOMEIPS R TBEZ LT T, YVa—IT7MHHNOHRAZDTH700ANTT, AH T
L THRERTEIOTIED ) TEAD, ROHLEY a—VT7TOHRANEPLZYIMVLTWT, 7IVTRE
Wb ZnEBoTuEd, BRI BREEOTUNEEDR TV TRIAI LT A DANRY MIAToTs
HRMNAE LAZBETIRALZDIEIHRORERTTILEEIOTT, ROPLEFEEIEC T T, TIH 5,
7Ty TP LEENECE T,

(¥<H7)

NTADRF IR ECT T NT A DONCHEBIZIEF L LT, FR 2 Bk O 5 2 Kk & v
IDEHY FHA. TD1D, EDLDTEEMDE VALY T > TV T, MA%T V7 RERROIEFHER X
EDSHL) ANSh, ZIFTANSNTWLDTTY,

-
Q2 : (%)

ROBERNL N 2 EABAVL F T, F2RIAREAOMBINERTIE, [t > ¥ — (reloca-
tion center) ], [4 ¥ % — XY} + ¥ % » 7 (internment camp) |, H5WE [Ty L=V 3
v « ¥ x 7 (concentration camp) ] EREA OB H Y TITH, HRT AU I ANDFT 2D T
FEIARBRENTVWEDTL &I D%

N J

A2. )
(175 4)

INAEFNCE T 2 HEEICIZFERIBEVD OPFH D 5. BIFOAKXOAFNS [HE{E+L >~ ¥ — (relocation cen-
ter) | TL70 RAZ2BHIEAEMREZBICH LT, BEOFEVE R, THVI)FHEME EALSIIZIY RIF 5003
FEFICRYWEZLEWIFHEZzLTwET, WOOEH, RAMICHRAPWE 2LV HEBN IR L &iF,
[evacuation GE¥E) | LW SEMDONT L7z, TR T A I TIRABNZEEREZ HOSHET, HER
KDL XA ZBIOGFNIIHEESEL L 0w L)L JITfivET, HRAZ#HEESETWED7,
WXL o TR HRAABYDOREDT2DIEZL VI FVET, [fFELy ¥y —]iIl%ko72blF T3, L2LH
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AR L 2 GREE OWNAFT IR T A HFETT. COLXREHEMZZTELOT, [f ¥ F—v A
FeFx 7] L) HEIEOMBELTERLET, HOTNRRELRITAPPNESINIZON, bbb
[avkybLb—=vay -y 2y 7 To, TT2O, 29 L2KNZD - L IERICT 2LENH D T34,
72 b3 RIO—EHRA iz [ 717 - £ % — (assembly center) |, #5000 A o 110 B4k 25457
SNEZAHE[A =V AV - Fx 7] R2TTABEONI i 22y =Y ay - Fx
T EMATOYE T,
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R F EANOEMTT o 4 F ZARIT0FERICHARIMEATH S S Le o 7zblF TTA, B
k. BRIZBUT B EEOHRENIEboTEBbhE$H?

A3.
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BIIZE b7z B nET, BERERDPF Y RS —RRBOMLFEZ LT E0l 2P LBRLL
FLAA, HOHIIBEW=2— A LR THOXFTHATLE, 78T % =R 4 ¥ —3FIIK
P, R CTHRED T ) GoNTZERT L, PEVWROTL L, HHOEMELTCWDE L, HE
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ITHE, T4 =R TA =TT ==L bHEE-> T, BUHEICBREZRTbITT
FTo WEZ2—AFHMEBRDLIELTVWALARFLLEXIZTT L, TNEMERLTHIFRL TEEES
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Forewords from Co-organizers

WATARU ASO
Governor of Fukuoka Prefecture ‘
Chief Director, Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation

I would like to thank you all very much for participating in the Japanese American Leadership
Symposium entitled "Reconnecting with Japanese Americans -Beyond 100 years of Emigration-."

My sincere appreciation also goes to Ms. Margot Carrington, Principal Officer of the American
Consulate in Fukuoka and Ms. Tracy Taylor, Public Affairs Officer for attending the symposium.

Japan has taken in a great deal of culture from the Asian Continent since long ago, and the
Fukuoka region has played the role of a window for this. It is possible to get to adjacent South
Korea by high-speed boat in just three hours, and if traveling by airplane, it is possible to get to
Shanghai in an hour and a half, and the major cities of Southeast Asian in four to five hours.
Fukuoka Prefecture is aiming to become a "hub for exchange in Asia,"' making use of these geo-
graphical advantages.

In terms of relations with the United States, Fukuoka Prefecture formed a sister friendship
partnership with Hawaii in 1981, and over the 27 years until now has built close friendly rela-
tions.

I am very happy that this symposium is being held, welcoming Japanese American leaders to
Fukuoka from the United States, which has taken in many Japanese immigrants.

Many people from Fukuoka Prefecture both before and after the war moved overseas with a
sense of desire and underwent a great deal of hardship, but currently their descendants are very
active in various quarters. The Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation carries out support
and exchange activities, including the delivery of periodicals from Fukuoka Prefecture and the
granting of subsidies for activities for 21 branches of Fukuoka Kenjin-kai in nine countries, and
the acceptance of prefecture-sponsored foreign students.

The activities of Fukuoka Kenjin-kai are very lively. The "Natives of Fukuoka Prefecture
Abroad Association (Fukuoka Kenjin-kai) World Meeting," where Fukuoka Prefecture natives
gather once every three years, was held in Seattle in 2007. The South California Fukuoka Kenjin-
kai in Los Angeles will be celebrating the 100th anniversary of its establishment in September
this year. We will send a delegation from Fukuoka Prefecture and celebrate it in grand style.

The visiting delegation is composed of outstanding Japanese American leaders who play impor-
tant roles and are active in various parts of the United States, and several of them have ances-
tors from Fukuoka Prefecture. This symposium has been a very valuable opportunity to directly
hear meaningful remarks by these leaders.

Lastly, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all of you who attended and who cooperat-
ed in carrying out this symposium. It is my wish that the symposium leads to the further deep-
ening of friendly exchanges between Japan and the United States, and Fukuoka and the United
States in the future.
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RYOJI TSUKUDA
Chairman, Fukuoka International Association

I am very happy that the Japanese American Leadership Symposium "Reconnecting with
Japanese Americans -Beyond 100 years of Emigration-" has been held here, in Fukuoka City.

Fukuoka City has been making efforts to internationalize with the aim of becoming a hub for
exchange in Asia based on its historical and geographical characteristics.

The Fukuoka International Association was established in 1987, and for more than 20 years it
has been working to promote internationalization at the popular level with the objective of deep-
ening mutual understanding and friendship, and goodwill at the popular level, thus contributing
to universal international peace.

Fukuoka City has seven sister cities around the world, and it has become sister cities with two
cities in the United States: Oakland and Atlanta. Oakland, in particular, was Fukuoka's first sister
city. It was almost half a century ago, but I hear that Japanese Americans living in Oakland, who
have connections to Fukuoka City, made efforts for the conclusion of this sister city agreement.

Thirteen Japanese Americans active in a variety of fields have come to Fukuoka City from
various parts of the United States. Some of these people have ancestral roots in Fukuoka. Ms.
Sachi Koto, who was one of the panelists at the symposium, resides in Atlanta, which is one of
Fukuoka City's sister cities as mentioned earlier. While sensing these connections, we heard the
personal thoughts and reflections of Japanese Americans on their history, current situation,
future, and so forth. We heard about the history of Japanese emigrants "beyond 100 years' as
included in the title of this symposium; in other words, we traced the time that has accumulated
and the path that the Japanese Americans have taken so far. I believe that it was a very valu-
able opportunity for all those who attended.

Being involved in this symposium reaffirmed my hope that the accumulation of steady efforts
such as exchanges at the grassroots and regional level will lead to better relations between
Japan and the United States.

Lastly, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the Japan Foundation Center for
Global Partnership (CGP), the Japanese American National Museum, the symposium coordinators,
and the Japanese American leaders for their efforts as well as to all of the people who attended
this symposium.
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Symposium Report 2008

Welcome Addresses from Coordinators

IRENE HIRANO (President, Japanese American National Museum)

It is truly a pleasure for me to welcome you to this afternoon's Symposium on behalf of
the 2008 Japanese American Leadership Delegation and the Japanese American National
Museum. We are grateful for the co-sponsorship of this Symposium by The Japan
Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP). I am most honored to serve as the co-
coordinator for this afternoon's program with Professor Watanabe.

I am especially pleased that we were able to hold this year's Symposium here in
Fukuoka. My own grandparents, Kumataro and Iku Yasutake, originated from Fukuoka.
My grandfather came tothe United States in the early 1900's and he returned to Fukuoka
and brought my grandmother to California in 1914. They eventually settled in Gardena,
California, which is a suburb of Los Angeles, California. They made their living like many
other Issei in farming. My father, who was the eldest son of eight, was born and raised in
Gardena and after World War II, I was also born and raised in the same area. During my
early childhood, my grandfather and I spent a lot of time together, as I was the eldest
child and he lived with my family. I have many fond memories of the time that I spent
with him and my only regret is that I did not learn more about his own stories before he
passed way when I was a young teen. And his wife, my grandmother passed away short-
ly after the start of World War II, so I knew very little about my grandmother.

You will hear this afternoon about the history of Japanese Americans, which included
the journey of our Issei grandparents to America, the disruption of their lives brought
about by World War II, and the resettlement and achievements of the Nisei and subse-
quently, the Sansei and Yonsei. My family story parallels that of many of the Issei who
left Fukuoka and other parts of Japan to make a new life for themselves and their families
in America. It is a story of hard work, perseverance, discrimination, yet many new oppor-
tunities. I am sure that our Issei grandparents would not believe that we would be stand-
ing here today addressing such a distinguished group.

You will meet later this afternoon, the members of the Japanese American Leadership
Delegation. They will have the honor of meeting with Governor Aso later this afternoon
and tomorrow we will be meeting with the Mayor and other city officials. A number of
previous governors and mayors of Fukuoka have had strong relationships with Japanese
American communities in the United States. From Fukuoka, a large number of our Issei
pioneers journeyed to the United States and as you heard, the Fukuoka kenjin-kai have
strong ties in cities such as Honolulu and Los Angeles. We are most pleased that the
Fukuoka Kenjin-kai in Los Angeles will be celebrating their 100th Anniversary this
September and I understand that Governor Aso and other officials will be traveling to Los
Angeles. So I look forward to welcoming them and many of you. The long standing ties
which exist between Fukuoka and Japanese Americans in the United States makes today's
program even more meaningful and we thank our Fukuoka co-sponsors for hosting us. I
would like to extend special thanks to the Fukuoka International Association and the
Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation for their hard work and assistance and also
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extend appreciation to the Fukuoka Prefecture, Fukuoka City and the American
Consulate Fukuoka for their assistance.

This is the eighth Delegation of Japanese American leaders, which has traveled to Japan,
with the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Japan Foundation Center for
Global Partnership. The Japanese American National Museum has been pleased to serves
as the coordinator of this program and I have had the honor of accompanying each delega-
tion since the program began in 2000. The purpose of this Delegation program is to bring
outstanding Nikkei leaders from throughout the United States and introduce them to
Japan and to its leaders, in order to create stronger long-term relationships between
Japanese Americans and the people of Japan. This year, the Delegation is comprised of
thirteen outstanding leaders from ten regions of the United States. For one member, as
you heard, this is her first trip to Japan. The other twelve members have varying
degrees of experience in Japan, but most started this trip with limited knowledge about
Japan. This is true for most Sansei and Yonsei in the United States today. For many his-
toric reasons, today's younger Nikkei have had little connection to Japan.

However, we believe that Japanese Americans can and should play an important role in
building an even stronger relationship between the Untied States and Japan — by building
a people-to-people relationship. As you have heard, today many Japanese Americans hold
significant positions in the United States and can share their expertise and knowledge
with counterparts in Japan. We look forward to this afternoon's program being able to
create and maintaining these relationships, in which we can call upon one another in good
times and difficult times. This year's delegation met with Prime Minister Fukuda on
Wednesday who reinforced his hopes that these goals would also be achieved.

We know that the most important way to gain an appreciation of different cultures is to
travel to that country. Programs like the Japanese American Leadership Delegation
(JALD), which bring people to Japan, need to be expanded so that more Nikkei can experi-
ence the rich history and culture of Japan. Likewise, we hope that more people here in
Japan will learn about the experience and contributions of Japanese Americans in the
United States. I invite each of you to come to the United States and visit our different
cities, and I extend a special invitation for you to visit the Japanese American National
Museum in Los Angeles. Perhaps this September's Fukuoka kenjinkai 100 year celebra-
tion would be a good time to visit us in Los Angeles!

Today's Symposium provides an important opportunity for us to learn from each other.
As we redefine the US.-Japan relationship in the future, we know we will be faced with
many conflicts and many challenges. As we look to the future we believe that each of us
as individuals, as leaders, and as citizens of the world can contribute to make this a more
peaceful world that will be better and brighter for our future generations. I thank you for
joining us this afternoon.
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YASUSHI WATANABE (Professor, Keio University)

I would like to express my deep appreciation to all of you for taking time out of your
busy schedules to attend this symposium today.

The first time I learned about Japanese Americans was around the time I was a univer-
sity student. In 1989 when I was a fourth year student, I took up a seminar with a theme
of Japanese Americans. At that time, however, I had not yet been to the United States,
and I did not have any Japanese American friend. I was considering what kind of topic to
choose for my seminar paper, and as I was searching through books at the library, I
encountered one particular book.

The book was entitled "American in Disguise: A Nisei's Search for Identity," which was
written by Daniel Okimoto, a Nisei Japanese American who is currently working as a pro-
fessor of politics at Stanford University.

The book was published in 1971, when Mr. Okimoto was 29 years old. Mr. Okimoto was
kept in an internment camp during World War II, and following that he studied in both
the United States and Japan. The book tells of his emotional journey in search of his own
identity—who he is—between the multiethnic United States and his homeland, Japan.
Something very interesting is that Mr. Okimoto talks exhaustively about his confusion
over the meaning of "success" in the U.S. society, which he was trying hard to achieve, and
whether it can be considered "success" in the true sense.

There is a 19th century U.S. writer by the name of Horatio Alger. He produced over 100
novels depicting hard-working and brave young boys who, under adverse conditions such
as being poor or an orphan, made their ways in society. Mr. Okimoto says that Nisei
Japanese Americans are truly a generation that has succeeded like the protagonists who
appear in Alger's novels.

Mr. Okimoto's confusion expressed in the book seemed very interesting to me as a self
portrait of a Japanese American, specifically Nisei, the "minority that had succeeded" or
"model minority," whose complex reflections had rarely been put forth before.

Later, as I continued my research in the library, I discovered the book "In Search of
Hiroshi: A Japanese American Odyssey" written by the Nisei journalist Gene Oishi. It was
published in 1987 when he was 54. This book also tells of his confusion, struggle, and dis-
tress as a Nisel Japanese American. Living in the Caucasian-centered U.S. society, Mr.
Oishi had thrown away Japanese values, had not reflected very much on his homeland,
and had been trying very hard to assimilate. As a result he had achieved a certain status
in the U.S. society. So did many other Nisei Japanese Americans. In the midterm of his life,
however, he started to ask himself, "Does this success in the U.S. society mean a true 'suc-
cess'?" "What I am?" I remember being impressed at how Mr. Oishi revealed the underside
of the "American dream," which was probably somewhat difficult to talk about publicly a
generation ago.

At that time I was a fourth-year university student, so I personally was always thinking
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about what the true meaning of success in society is and what "success" is in a person's
life. The words of Mr. Okimoto and Mr. Oishi went beyond the differences between
Japanese Americans and Japanese, and strongly resonated with me as those of human
beings.

That time, the end of the 1980s, was the peak period of the bubble era of high growth in
Japan. Looking at various economic indicators alone, Japan had achieved great success as
a country. Nevertheless, I had the vague idea that with the trend of a policy of economic-
growth first and materialism, as well as Americanization and Westernization, perhaps
many values and social relationships had been lost. I have no intention of saying that the
voices of Mr. Okimoto and Mr. Oishi represent the voices of Nisei Japanese Americans
overall, but at the very least, I felt that the confusion revealed by Mr. Okimoto and Mr.
Oishi also applied to the position of Japanese society.

I am not someone who directly specializes in research on Japanese Americans, but even
now listening to comments by Japanese Americans, I get the sense that there is some
overlap with my own way of thinking and with the position of Japanese society. In other
words, I get the feeling that I can see myself and the Japanese society in Japanese
Americans. I am interested in Japanese Americans as a subject for thinking about my way
of life, more than as a subject for pure academic research.

About 20 years have passed since I graduated from university. I have also become mid-
dle-aged—I prefer the term "mid-level'—and I live in an international environment that is
very different from Japan at that time. The forefront of Japanese American society is mov-
ing from Nisei to Sansei and Yonsei generations. Ms. Irene Hirano, who will be serving as
a coordinator together with me today, is Sansei. The three panelists today are also Sansei.
What kind of comments will they be sharing with us? I, personally, have been looking for-
ward to "reconnecting” with the Japanese Americans for the first time in 20 years. I look
forward to having a fruitful symposium.
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TOM IKEDA (Executive Director, DENSHO: The Japanese American Legacy Project)

As Irene mentioned, I am from Seattle, Washington. When I came into Fukuoka yester-
day, I saw all the mountains, the water and greenery and it really reminded me of Seattle.
My parents, my mother's side, were from the southern part of Kyushu in Kagoshima so I
could not help but think that they felt really comfortable in Seattle because they are so
similar, Fukuoka and Seattle.

It is an honor and privilege to be here today. I want to thank The Japan Foundation
Center for Global Partnership (CGP), the Japanese American National Museum, the
Fukuoka International Association, and the Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation
for this opportunity to speak.

My hope for my presentation is that you learn a little more about Japanese Americans. I
will try to do this by talking about my family's 100 year history in the United States. To
help me tell this story I have brought some pictures to show you.

These first photographs are of my grandparents. My two P,
grandfathers arrived in the United States, in Seattle,
around 1906. Both my grandfathers came to the United
States with a sense of adventure and with the hope of
becoming prosperous. Both had dreams of working and

eventually returning to Japan. However, the work was

BAOHERXE

hard and the pay was low. One of my grandfathers was a

waiter at a private men's club. My other grandfather was a Slide 1

cook at a salmon cannery. [Slide 1 - Pictures of couples]

After a few years, each returned to Japan for a short time to get married. They then
returned with their new wives to Seattle to continue working and start a family. The
story of my grandparents is a pretty common story of how Japanese got started in the
United States.

Japanese men started arriving in Hawaii and the main- FEp——

land United States in the late 1800's. This graph shows the (NTAERO
sharp rise in the number of Japanese in America during -
the end of the 1800's and the beginning of the 1900's. This - £
graph also shows only the mainland United States and not . i

Hawaii. This increase in the number of Japanese workers

was seen as an economic threat by other Americans. This
led to the 1908 "Gentleman's Agreement" between the [Slide 2]
United States and Japan which stopped Japanese laborers from coming to America.
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However, this same agreement allowed the wives of laborers already in the United States
to immigrate. This is how Japanese women continued to come to the United States. This is
what happened with my grandmothers when they came after 1910 as the wives of my
grandfathers. Eventually, in 1924 the United States Government completely stopped all
immigration from Japan. [Slide 2 - Census data by decade]

At this time, some Japanese decided to return to Japan. So you see on the graph a
decline in the Japanese population during this time. Many Japanese also stayed and start-
ed families in the United States.

You can see that drop from 1930 to 1940 and then it starts coming back up. This repre-
sents this other phenomenon called the "Shin-Nikkei," with the first wave of Japanese com-
ing in the 1800s, 1900s, 1910s and 1920s and then another wave starting after WWIL

Here is a picture from the 1930s of my mother's family.
The children, my mother, aunts and uncles, were all born
in the United States and educated in American schools. It
was common for the children, the Nisei, to often be the best
students in their schools. It was also because of the Nisei

that Japanese families put deeper roots in the United

19334 (RBFI8H) — BADKIK

States, with most families now deciding that the United
States would be their home. [Slide 3 - Family picture from the 1930s] ~ "°°™

As described in the previous video, when World War II started, people of Japanese
ancestry, including the Nisei who were U.S. citizens, were not trusted, removed from the
west coast of the United States and incarcerated during the war. Although guilty of no
crime, Japanese Americans were first placed in temporary detention facilities near the
coast, and then moved to more permanent concentration camps. My family was moved
from Seattle to the Minidoka camp in Idaho.

From the camps, many Nisei men showed their loyalty to the United States by joining
the U.S. Army. Even though they were under guard and behind fences, these men
believed that the United States was their country and that it was their duty to fight.

This is a picture of my uncle who volunteered from the
concentration camp and fought in Europe with a military
unit of Japanese American soldiers. This unit, the 442nd,
was the most highly decorated and the best fighting unit in
the US. Army.

[Slide 4 - Family pictures of my uncle who was killed in

RHORL action in Europe]
[Slide 4]
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This unit also had one of
the highest casualty rates of
any unit. My uncle was killed
while fighting in Italy. These

are pictures of my grandpar-

ents at my uncle's memorial REF B ORROEE BADERE

service. [Slide 5] [Slide 6]
[Slide 5 and 6 - Memorial pictures, My grandparents at the memorial service]

After the war, my family returned to Seattle to the diffi-
cult task of restarting their lives. Many Americans, because
of the war against Japan, did not like Japanese Americans.
Thus, Japanese Americans were discriminated against
while looking for jobs or housing.

[Slide 7 - Picture of man with sign] S (B R IR CRER

BRADUREF DSBS RoTEESITBIF ThHo 11>

[Slide 7]

Even though it was difficult, many Nisei started having
children. This is when I was born.

I am one of the young children in this picture, and you
can see lots of Sansei, lots of cousins. This was a photo-
graph of my uncle's wedding in Seattle.

[Slide 8 - Wedding photo]

19574 (BBFI32%F) — BAMRXOFEER

[Slide 8] Here is a picture of me
with my father, mother, three brothers and sister. Growing
up, my parents emphasized hard work and education. My
parents were happy and proud that their Sansei children

graduated from American universities and got professional :
19764 (RRFNS14E) — WM& R Himik

jobs. [Slide 9 - Family portrait]

[Slide 9]

However, this was happening beyond just my family. In the United States, there are
many thousands of Sansei who have become successful in business, government, education
and other professional careers. Over the last 9 years, the Japanese American Leadership

Delegation (JALD) program has invited approximately one
hundred Japanese American leaders, but we are only a
small fraction of the many Japanese American leaders.

. = |
Going back to my family, in the 1980s and 1990s my extend- 1‘1‘*
ed family continued to grow as the Sansei generation started 19964 (EHBE)
. . .. . . BHOREDEEY
having children. In addition to growing in numbers, our family
also became more racially diverse as the Sansei often married [Slide 10]
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non-Japanese Americans. Here is a picture from a family reunion from my mother's side of
the family. Here you can see non-Japanese Americans who have married into the family, and
the biracial children from these marriages. [Slide 10 - Family reunion photo]

In the United States, 60% of my generation, the Sansei, marry non-Japanese Americans.
This percentage is even higher for my children's generation, the Yonsei, or 4th generation
Japanese Americans. We are seeing a dramatic trend where most Japanese American
weddings are with a non-Japanese American.

In addition to the Japanese American community becoming more diverse, there is also a trend of
Japanese Americans knowing less and less about Japan and Japanese American history. This has
led to discussions in the community about whether Japanese American history would be forgotten.

This is a picture of one of my aunts describing our fami-
ly history on the Densho website. There are several
- groups in the United States, like the Japanese American

ER—=t National Museum who are preserving the Japanese

o American story. In Seattle we decided to pursue a similar

Densho () purpose but to do it differently by using the latest in high
HITHADEFF AL 21—

technology. [Slide 11 - Screen shot with aunt talking]
[Slide11]
During the 1980s and early 1990's, I worked for the software company, Microsoft, where
I designed and created multimedia applications on CDs. After I left Microsoft, I was asked
by the Seattle Japanese American community to help preserve the stories of Japanese
American elders. They thought my background in computer technology would be useful.

To help figure out how to do this, we visited a non-profit
organization started by the American filmmaker Steven
Spielberg. Steven Spielberg had started the Shoah
Foundation to preserve the stories of Holocaust survivors.

This organization used video and computer technology in

very exciting ways that inspired me. Here is a picture of me

. . . . BEEBRT—TVRELA=TE
talking with Spielberg about the project and technology. u;.g /DZ;L,:;L\TGJ;;;;:,A;

[Slide 12 - Screen shot of Shoah Foundation, Steven Spielberg] [Slide 12]

After talking with the Shoah Foundation we returned to Seattle and started Densho:

rwrer— The Japanese American
* S .
¥ ng}ﬂ,’gi_ Legacy Project to preserve

and share the personal sto-

- ries of Japanese Americans.
. We decided to use multime-
L} '. E

fl- .
Densho (B I H1- dia personal computers, the

[Slide 13] [Slide 14] internet and digital video as
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the tools of our project. [Slide 13 and 14 - Densho website and video windows of people]

With these tools we have interviewed hundreds of Japanese Americans, digitized thou-
sands of historical photographs and documents, and created classroom lessons for schools.

These materials about the Japanese American story are

Densho used by students and teachers in several ways. One way is
‘ﬁ?{ﬁ; that teachers use Japanese American history to look at
*l},’f,—j;f’ issues of immigration and assimilation by a racial minority
EL S

group. Another way is to help train students about history
by having them critically analyze authentic historical mate-

rials. The third, and biggest, way teachers use the story of

Japanese Americans is to show how the American govern-
ment made a terrible mistake when they put innocent peo-
ple in concentration camps. [Slide 15 - Students in library]|

Also, because we are internet based, it was easy to create
some educational materials in both English and Japanese.

[Slide 16] These are pictures of a lesson we did with Japanese
American artist Roger Shimomura about his family's story during the war. We used
Roger's paintings to illustrate this website. We then published the text in both English
and Nihongo. [Slide 16 - Screen shots of Shimomura module in English]

In closing, let me explain why I think it is so important to capture and share Japanese American
history. As an American, I want the United States to pursue democratic ideals of truth, justice, equali-
ty and the common good. For us to advance these ideals, we have to remember and learn from our
mistakes, for example, like what happened to Japanese Americans during the World War 1I.

On the screen I have a quote: "Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to
repeat it." — George Santayana, philosopher.

The United States is again at war. It is often during wartime when ignorance, fear and

racial prejudice become reasons for bad decisions. To prevent this, we need compassion,
education and understanding. Thank you very much.
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SACHI KOTO (Founder, Sachi Koto Communications, Inc.)

Thank you all very much for coming today. I am in my favorite city, Fukuoka, and, yes,
that is very true. I would also like to thank my relatives who are here, who came out to
support me, which means a lot.

You know in America, when Americans look at me, they see a Japanese. We are talking
about the South because that is where I grew up. But then when I begin speaking and I
am fluent, they are very confused. I will get questions like "What are you?' Or better yet,
they will say:"Your English is so good!"

But anyway, I am a Nikkei Sansei, born in Atlanta, Georgia. Today I would like to tell
you a little more about my background growing up in the South as a Japanese American.
I will tell you a little bit about my broadcasting career, as well as the relationship Georgia
has with Japan.

YOKOTA GRANDPARENTS .
IMMIGRATED TO CALIFORNIA IN These are pictures here of my grandparents, on my moth-

1916
er's side, the Yokotas. They immigrated to California in 1916.
They went as farmers and they came from Gunma-ken.
[Slide 1 - Yokota grandparents immigrated to California in 1916]

[Slide 1] Sohei & Matsue Koto
My grandparents on my father's side, Sohei and Matsue mmiarated from Fukiola - 1900
Koto, immigrated to the United States from Maebaru,
Fukuoka in 1900.
[Slide 2 - Sohei & Matsue Koto immigrated from Fukuoka in 1900]

They went with three Koto brothers to Idaho to work on

[Slide 2]

the railroads. A picture here is of my father, born in Twin
Falls Idaho in 1916, and my mother, born in 1921 in Los Angeles.
[Slide 3 - 3 Koto brothers from Fukuoka]

3 Koto Brothers from Fukuoka Executive Order 9066
As we have heard a lot

today about the bombing of
Pear] Harbor and the chang-
ing climate and atmosphere
for Japanese Americans,
after Executive Order 9066

[Slide 3] [Slide 4] was signed by President
Roosevelt, it allowed the government to round up 120,000 Japanese and Japanese
Americans and place them in 10 different internment camps around the country and off
the West coast. [Slide 4 - Executive order 9066]
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My parents were sent to Heart Mountain Wyoming
HEART MOUNTAIN INTERNMENT CAMP .
Internment Camp, along with 10,000 other Japanese and
Japanese Americans. A picture here is of my parents; my
mother was 19, my father was 24.

[Slide 5 - Heart Mountain internment camp]

During the time my father was in camp he was in a work

[Siide 5] release program as a chicken-sexor and that is when you

MY PARENTS AT HEART MOUNTAIN determine the gender of a chicken because you do not
want a rooster in the hen house.

[Slide 6 - My parents at Heart Mountain]

In 1944 when they were released, a little bit before the

war ended, they were without jobs except for the skill of

being a chicken sexor.

[Slide 6]

So my father went to Georgia, which at that time was the chicken capital of the South
and has since become the chicken capital of the world.

When they entered the state of Georgia they were the 33rd and 34th persons of
Japanese ancestry in the state. There was one other gentleman whom we knew very well,
Mr. Matsunaga. But he had a Chinese restaurant, and the reason he did that was because
he did not want to be discriminated against. So he hid under that and opened a Chinese
restaurant, but often served Japanese food.

My father bought a farm in Stone Mountain Georgia. You SAMUEL HOYT VENABLE
might be familiar with that because that is where Samuel KKK

Hoyt Venable, the grand wizard of the KKK was from. Mr.
Venable is credited with reviving the KKK and our farm

was 5 miles from his house. Now I remember as a small

child that our father took us near the mountain, not to

scare us, but to alert us, and we could see the KKK burn-

ing their crosses, holding their rallies. That was every [Slide 7]

weekend, not just once in a blue moon, and it was a sign to those who were not white to
beware. [Slide 7 - Samuel Hoyt Venable KKK]

I was born and raised in Atlanta Georgia - which was not
. . LILLY GRAVES “KOTO”
very common at that time for Japanese Americans. We had
5 Koto children, and I was raised by an African American.
We at that time called these people "colored people." Her
name was Lily Graves. I love that lady. She was like our

second mother. We used to get angry at her when she said

she was Lily Graves, because we would say, "No, you are

[Slide 8]
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Lily Graves Koto!" She was like our second mother, teaching us so many good values.
[Slide 8 - Lilly Graves "Koto"]

A picture of me, in the middle here at a Presbyterian
Church kindergarten. One night I came home and asked PRESBYTERIAN KINDERGARTEN
my parents,"What is a Chink?" Instead of answering me
directly, they said "Oh, tell your friends that you are
Japanese." Of course the next night I came home, "What is
a Jap?' They realized they had to tell me about WWII,

about the bombing of Pearl Harbor, and that we, even as

Japanese Americans were the enemy of the state. Let me [Slide 9]

tell you, at 5 years old, it was a shock. It was like you took blinders off me, as I had never
before seen that I was different in that classroom, but I was. And the worst thing about it,
I hated being Japanese American after that. I wanted to blend in just like the other chil-
dren in that class. Our family was not only Japanese, in the whole entire system, but the
only Asian family as well. It was pure white. This was before integration, so we stood out
even more. [Slide 9 - Presbyterian kindergarten]|

A picture of me here in the 4th grade. We will call her
SACHI - 4™ GRADE

Mrs. Smith. Well anyway, Mrs. Smith was talking about
world history and the bombing of Pearl Harbor. And she

kept using the phrase, "Those damn sneaky Japs,""Those @
damn sneaky Japs, over and over. And I politely raised my 3
hand and said, "Mrs. Smith, my parents said that the word Tl.[ I'l
'JTap' is not polite." She was very angry and slapped me and

sent me out in the hall for the rest of the afternoon. As I [Slide 10]

was out there crying and confused, another teacher came and said "Sachi, you are going to
have to learn to forgive Mrs. Smith." And I thought, why? I am a child and I have been
slapped by this adult. She said "No, Mrs. Smith's son was killed at the bombing of Pearl
Harbor." So she was exactly right, I had to learn to forgive. [Slide 10 - Sachi-4th grade]

A picture here of my great, irreverent, father, but that is
the way he was. He had this great sense of humor, and it was
because of my dad that I began to understand who I was and
to appreciate being a Japanese American. Now remember,
my father's parents came from Maebaru, Fukuoka, so he

grew up with the love and respect of Japan. But he also told

me to love America. This is a man who spent 3 years in an

internment camp - who was telling me I should love a coun- [Slide 11]

try that did a huge injustice to him and to his people. But because I saw him in action, and I
admired him for his courage and for what he had overcome, I became very comfortable and
appreciative of my roots as a Japanese American. He told me that "You are not half, you are
both - and you have both countries to love and respect.” [Slide 11 - My father]
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WQXI RADIO REPORTER A little bit about my broadcasting career. I started in

e 1974 as an outside radio reporter. I moved quickly to

become a radio announcer. In 1974, in radio and in televi-

sion, it was a male-dominated industry. The guys were
very territorial and they did not want women coming onto
their scene. [Slide 12 - WQXI Radio reporter 1974]

[Slide 12] Radio Announcer

- ACATE 1311

Here I am a woman, an Asian, a Japanese American, so I
had to pioneer through all of that, becoming the first
Japanese American - the first Asian to be on the air east of
the Mississippi. [Slide 13 - Radio announcer]

I got a contract to work at JCTV, Japan Cable Television, [Slide 13]
in 1977 and I was so excited. I thought I was coming home

JCTV - JAPAN CABLE TELEVISION -
because, remember, everyone was saying that I was a 1977 1 A
kL

Japanese. I got to Haneda airport, and there were 2 lines,
one said "Japanese'and the other said "Foreigners' And I
knew I was not a foreigner.. uh, wrong. I found out that I
went down the wrong line, but not only was I an American

for the first time in my life, but I was also a foreigner, and
then a 'gaijin’. [Slide 14 - JCTV Japan Cable Television 1977] [Slide 14]

I worked at JCTV, which is a subsidiary of TV Asahi. And I found that here in Japan it
was a very gender-divided industry. There was no cross-over like in the United States, so
they were a little behind what I thought as far as the industry standards in the United
States.

I worked at JCTV and here is a picture of me and the

JCTV - “THE WORLD TODAY”

anchorman. I thought I was going to do the same thing
as in the United States, which is hard news. No. I was
supposed to sit on the set and look adoringly at my
anchor, nod in agreement, and act basically like a deco-

ration on the set. I had to fight my news director for

about six months, plead with him and tell him I can do
[Slide 15] this, this is what I have done in the United States. He
finally let me do hard news, and even gave me my own show to do. It was worth per-

severing, but I had to perform and had to put my money where my mouth is.
[Slide 15 - JCTV "The World Today"]

A picture here of NHK, when I worked for Radio Japan. It was very different as you

know because NHK has always been more international, and my boss Mibukawa-san was
very international and progressive. He did not see me as a woman, so I was allowed to do
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a lot more than at the television station.
[Slide 16 - NHK Radio Japan]

NHK Radio Japan

CNN came to Japan in the early 1980s, and with that I
saw a change in the Japanese media. The Japanese started

emulating CNN. The women were able to do more hard

[Slide 16] news. They were dressed in a more tailored-looking style
and they were able to do something very different from before. Even the news sets
became more like America's.

o I returned to the United States and started working at
WOMEN OUTNUMBER MEN CNN in 1986. When I got back to the United States from
Japan, it had completely flip-flopped in the industry. It
became a female-dominated industry and we affectionate-
ly called this time "6 chicks and Chuck" because chicks as

you know is slang for women, and with Chuck Roberts on
the very end. So it was a complete flip in the broadcast-

[Slide 17] ing industry. [Slide 17 - CNN women outnumber men]

I opened my company after 16 years at CNN, in communications. And as Irene said ear-
lier, I am the general manager of JapanFest, it is the largest Japanese festival in the
Southeast. It is more volunteer work than a paid position, but we are very proud of the
festival. We had over 18,000 visitors last year. Georgia is the sister state to Kagoshima. We
have had that connection for 42 years. And I am very proud of being on the Atlanta-
Fukuoka City Sister Commission and that is why I have so many friends here whom I
have met over the years. We have a lot of cultural exchanges as well as student
exchanges through the Commission. The Port of Savannah and Port of Shimizu have a
partnership. A little about Georgia, we have 7,200 Japanese people, 350 Japanese compa-
nies, Coca Cola, UPS, Delta Airlines, Aflac, and CNN- all those big corporate headquarters.

And I am going to leave you with a phrase we say in the South "Ya'll come visit!" "Ya'll"
is "you all" in the South, and that is a southern slang. Thank you so much.
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MARK YAMAKAWA (Executive Vice President/COO, The Queen's Health Systems)

My sincere thanks to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan Foundation Center for
Global Partnership (CGP), Fukuoka International Exchange Association and Fukuoka
International Exchange Foundation for giving us this opportunity today. Today, I
would like to share a few stories with you that are like a Japanese drama - about a
secret meeting, terrible tragedy, and a bright future for all of us connected by a

unique bond between Japan and Hawaii.

Secret Meeting

In 1881, King David Kalakaua who had recently ascended as the newly crowned
ruler of Hawaii was on an around the world journey to meet with heads of state to
bring Hawaii out of isolation and be recognized as a sovereign nation among nations.
As Japan was also emerging from its isolation, King Kalakaua paid a visit to Japan
and was impressed by what he saw of Japanese society and the hard working people.
On March 10, 1881, King Kalakaua requested a secret meeting with Emperor Meiji
with intentions to create a lasting bond with Japan. During the meeting, Kalakaua

confided two proposals:

1. He proposed a royal alliance between the kingdoms of Japan and Hawaii by hav-
ing Prince Yamashina Sadamaro, later known as Prince Komatsu who was 16
years old to marry Kalakaua's niece, Princess Victoria Ka'iulani then 5 years old.

Kalakaua hoped this would protect Hawaii from annexation by the United States.

2. He requested Japan allow extensive labor immigration to Hawaii. The sugar
industry was expanding rapidly and there was a great shortage of labor.
Common Western diseases such as measles, small pox, diphtheria, and venereal
disease had decimated the native Hawaiian population. It is estimated that the
pre-Western contact population that was between 250,000 to 1 million had
declined to less than 90,000 in less than 70 years.

King Kalakaua wanted to sign an equal treaty with Japan, in contrast to the unequal
treaty Japan was forced to sign with Western powers. Unfortunately, the treaty and

royal marriage were rejected for fear of antagonizing the United States and Britain.
However, Kalakaua remained committed to a relationship with Japan and further

reiterated his 'aloha' for Japan in a speech delivered by an emissary in Tokyo in 1883.

"His Majesty Kalakaua believes that the Japanese and Hawaiian spring from one cog-
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nate race and this enhances his love for you. Hawaii holds out her loving hand and
heart to Japan and desires that your people may come and cast in their lots with ours
and re-people our Island Home with a race which may blend with ours and produce a

new and vigorous nation."

Two years later in 1885, the first large group of Japanese immigrant laborers

arrived in Hawaii.

Tragic Life in Hawaii
My Grandfather, Chozo Matsukawa was the oldest child of a large family from the
small village of Mikekado-Mura Aza-Kutsugawa near Buzen-Shi on the eastern sea

coast of Fukuoka.

When I was growing up, I asked my Mom about our Grandfather and was told he
was a sailor and adventurer and traveled the high seas visiting foreign places. I
thought that was pretty cool until I learned more recently about his real identity and
character. My grandfather was more like a pirate —he was a bootlegger, he drank
heavily, he gambled the family's money, he was a philanderer, and a human trafficker.

We know that he smuggled at least three people illegally from Japan to Hawaii.

My grandfather arrived in Hawaii on Christmas Day, o
December 25, 1906. He was 20 years old. Here is his : 7
Japanese passport. [Slide 1] He lived in the outskirts of : -

downtown Honolulu where many Japanese immigrants

lived and first tried his hand as a house painter.

After living as a bachelor in Hawaii for 13 years, he
wrote back to his family in Fukuoka asking to arrange
to find him a suitable wife to join him in Hawaii. A mar-
riage was arranged for Hisa Naito, a distant cousin to

marry Chozo Matsukawa. The Matsukawa and Naito

families lived across the road from each other in the
same village. She was told that Chozo Matsukawa was [Slide 2]
wealthy and living an adventurous life in Hawaii. The marriage was arranged and she

became Hisa Matsukawa. This is her passport photo. [Slide 2]
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On August 14, 1919, Hisa Matsukawa came down the
gangplank of the freighter that arrived in Honolulu
Harbor with a suitcase of all her belongings. Here is her
= i  Japanese passport to Hawaii. [Slide 3]

T =

.. s
—- "= o

T Living in the city did not work out for the

[Slide 3] Matsukawas so they moved to a homestead deep in

Manoa Valley, an area behind the current location of the University of Hawaii. This is
a photo of their homestead. [Slide 4] Manoa Valley is a
special place in Hawaiian history because ancient
Hawaiian royalty vacationed in this valley known for its

waterfalls and deep swimming pools. My Mom recalls

many stories about seeing ghosts of ancient Hawaiians

still swimming and vacationing there. [Slide 4]

They started a farm raising bananas and flowers.
They also started a family and had seven children. Here
is a family photo. [Slide 5] My mother is the youngest
child of the family. She is standing between her parents.
The other couple in the photo is Grandfather's younger

brother Ginzo and his wife Sumi. Ginzo Matsukawa was

one of the people smuggled into Hawaii by my - [Slide 5]
Grandfather.

Working the farm was very difficult. It was very hard labor requiring everyone in
the family to be up before sunrise to pick the flowers before they bloomed and to har-
vest bananas in the steep hills of the valley. Banana harvesting is back-breaking and
messy. A banana bunch from one tree can weigh over a hundred pounds and when
cut from the tree oozes a clear sap that when dries it stains your skin and clothes all
black. There are also bugs and creatures that jump on you when handling bananas.

After all these years, my Mom still hates bananas.

They also ran a bootleg distillery, illegally producing and selling hard liquor. Liquor
making was a very profitable business during Prohibition. The "Matsukawa Brewery"
produced a creative assortment of whiskey using whatever material they could find.
The police were frequent visitors either to break up the operation or to take bribes

and look the other way.
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However, the real tragedy of all this hard work was that Chozo Matsukawa would
take the harvest to town to sell, and then he would use all the money to drink, gam-
ble, and entertain women. Sometimes he would return that evening, sometimes he

would not come home for days, but he always came home without any money.

On February 10, 1936, while driving to pick up hired Filipino day workers,
Grandfather lost control of the car, careened off the road and was killed. It was not
clear if he was drunk, suffered a stroke, or fell asleep at the wheel, but a tree branch

pierced his skull as the car skidded off the road into a stand of trees.

The family in Japan summoned Grandmother to pack up the family and move back
to Fukuoka. Her husband's younger brother's wife had recently passed away from
cancer and it was decided she was to marry him. She had no money and she had
seven children to care for. But an amazing revelation occurred. With her husband
gone, she now had to take the harvest to town to sell and all of a sudden there was
money. It was no longer being spent on liquor, gambling and women. My grandmoth-
er said his death was a relief and blessing in disguise. She sent word back to Japan

that she was staying in Hawaii to raise her family.

New Opportunities

Despite my Grandfather's dubious character, I was fortunate to have had strong
Grandmothers who taught us to work hard, live right, and give back. They also
emphasized the importance of our responsibility in improving a relationship between
Japan and Hawaii through understanding Japanese language and culture. From the
first grade all through high school, my Grandmother made us go to Japanese language

school everyday after regular school. To make sure we did well, she would make us

study for an hour with her prior to Japanese school. At the time, I was miserable and

I never thought it would be of much use.

I currently work for The Queen's Health Systems, a large diversified health care
company. The heart of our System is The Queen's Medical Center, Hawaii's largest
hospital founded in 1859 by Queen Emma and King Kamehameha IV. Our mission is
to provide in perpetuity quality health care services to improve the well-being of

Native Hawaiians and all of the people of Hawaii.
One of the critical issues we face is how to manage the great wave of aging baby

boomers who are living longer than ever. Our population, like Japan's population

enjoys one of the highest life expectancies in the world and it raises significant socio-
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economic issues related to labor shortages, care for the elderly, and life prolonging

technology.

As a stark comparison, when our grandparents were born, their average life
expectancy was 42 years. Today, the average life expectancy is 76 for men and 80 for
women and it gets higher every year. While our ancestors battled diseases that
caused early death like tuberculosis, polio, and diphtheria, today we face diseases of
the elderly such as cancer, diabetes, chronic heart failure, and Alzheimer's type

dementia. Our ancestors did not live long enough to be afflicted by these types of dis-

eases.

At The Queen's Medical Center, we are exploring new
medical technologies to better diagnose and treat people
who are living longer. In 1997, we formed a joint ven-
ture partnership with Hamamatsu Photonics, Kabushiki
Kaisha of Hamamatsu, Japan for a very advanced

Positron Emission Tomography (PET) scanner to better

[Slide 6] understand how cells in our body behave when attacked
by cancer, heart disease, and neurological problems. This is a photo of the scanner

located at The Queen's Medical Center in Honolulu, Hawaii. [Slide 6]

Hamamatsu Photonics, K.K. was co-founded in 1948 by Mr. Teruo Hiruma and is a
world leader in technologies related to light. Mr. Hiruma's vision in creating this joint
venture is to detect and eradicate cancer and Alzheimer's disease.

I ET ST PET scanners have the unique ability to measure cellu-
s lar metabolism that conventional CT and MRI cannot. As
an example, these are PET images comparing the brain
scans of a normal person with a person with Alzheimer's
disease. The dark areas denote higher brain activity

while light areas denote low activity. The arrows indicate

[Slide 7] areas of low activity in the parietal/temporal cortex—a

region for learning and memory. [Slide 7]

One of the reasons this joint venture was created in Hawaii was because Mr.
Hiruma believed his Japanese engineering skills combined with American creativity
could flourish in a multicultural environment like Hawaii. This joint venture has been

very successful, seeing over a thousand patients annually, and developing several new
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patents. Research underway at Hamamatsu Photonics is promising — detection of
breast tumors using light instead of x-rays, laser therapy for cancer treatment, and
improved imaging for disease diagnoses are all in the works. We hope the success of
this joint venture will create additional collaborative opportunities with Japanese com-
panies to merge engineering and creative talent in finding new diagnostic and treat-

ment technologies.

Thank you very much.
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Panel Discussion and Q&A

Q1 : (Hirano)

There were several questions about the relationship between Japanese Americans and other
Asian Americans. Please talk about how our various groups work together.

Al.
(Ikeda)

Well, let me talk about it from my experiences in Seattle. There are about 15,000-20,000 Japanese and
Japanese American residents in Seattle. It is a sizeable community, but we are very dispersed. Now, in
our state, there are actually more Chinese Americans, and Filipino Americans. Japanese Americans
were the largest Asian-American group in the United States from 1900 to 1970. In the last 35 years the
other groups have passed us. So in the United States, Japanese Americans are now the 6th largest
Asian American group. There are now 5 other Asian American groups that are larger. In places like
Seattle, the Japanese American community is diminishing. What we have done in Seattle is that we have
gotten closer to the other Asian American groups because politically it helps us in terms of having more
coalitions, more groups to approach various issues. In Seattle, which is smaller than Los Angeles,
Honolulu, and San Francisco, in terms of population, we found we had to work with others as the other
groups started growing and the Japanese population dropped.

(Koto)

Let me answer it from a Georgia point of view, where we have only about 7,000 Japanese people. I do
not mean to sound negative, but the Japanese Americans that I see in Georgia are very isolated and
they do not want to be considered Asian. There are only about four of us here, and I think that is odd,
but there are four of us that go to all the Asian community events because we are trying to put a face
on our group and say, "Here we are, we are representing the Japanese group." So it is a little bit differ-
ent in Atlanta.

(Yamakawa)

The Hawaii perspective is very different because our population is quite multicultural with no majori-
ty population or ethnicity. So I believe that our culture has evolved into a very accepting culture where
we adapt and take on the traditions and cultures of the various Asian ethnicities in Hawaii.

Q2 : (Watanabe)

Now I would like to direct this question to Tom. Among Japanese Americans in WWII, was the "reloca-
tion center" considered to be an "internment camp", or a "concentration camp"?

A2.
(Ikeda)

The terminology of the camps is interesting. The government, the official name was a "relocation cen-
ter." What we tell students is that words and how you talk about these things are very important. Early
on, when they first removed the Japanese Americans from the west coast, they called it an "evacuation,"
which is in the United States a humanitarian term, that if you have an earthquake or flood, you evacuate
people to another place. They were telling people that they were evacuating Japanese Americans, in
some cases they said even for their safety, and then removed them to these "relocation centers." In actu-
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ality, if you look at the memos, people like President Roosevelt called them "concentration camps.” So we
went back and looked at the original documents, some of the memos, and it was clearly defined that
these were detention facilities and President Roosevelt and others called them "concentration camps."
Over time as we uncovered this information we have changed our terminology. Sometimes the older
people still call them "relocation centers' or "internment camps.’ "Internment camps' were a term that
technically related to the Department of Justice camps that detained or held the Issei men who were
first picked up by the FBI In this case, they were all given hearings and so that is what the term
"internment camps" means. Citizens and other people, the 120,000 were put into what we call the "con-
centration camps." So there are those distinctions that need to be more precise; we call them the "assem-
bly centers,' first the temporary detention facilities, the "internment camps' were for the Issei men,
about 5000, and then the 120,000 people went to "concentration camps."

Q3 : (Hirano)
This next question is directed to Sachi. Since you lived in Japan in the 1970s, has the role of
women in Japan changed from your perspective?

A3.
(Koto)

I think dramatically. I talked a little bit about my role as an anchor or reporter, where we were only
supposed to do the fluff news. The producers and writers were mainly women because it was a gender-
divided industry. It was horrible because we would be getting ready to do a show and we heard this
word, "cha (tea)" from the other side of the room, which was all male because they were the managers.
Then the editors, the writers, producers, would get up and serve the men tea. This, at a crucial point of
trying to put a news show together. And we had to, I had to keep fighting for the women; they have a
job, and please, these men, can we serve them tea a little earlier or maybe after the show or something?
So they finally adjusted it, but to that crucial point that women, who had a very very important role of
getting the news on the air, were seen as tea servers. I have talked to and stayed in touch with a lot of
the Japan Cable Television (JCTV) folks here and the role of women has definitely changed. We have
had TV Asahi people, a post in Atlanta as a matter of fact, and these women are the reporters, they are
the producers, they do not serve tea. So in just the broadcasting industry, they have changed. I think
sometimes, maybe too much, and maybe the pendulum will swing back to the middle and make it more
even and fairer for both sides.

Q4 : (Watanabe)

There are some more questions from the audience regarding personal. The next one is for
Mark. It is a very serious question, so it may be a bit difficult for you to answer. Of you and your
wife, which one controls the family budget?

A4 .
(Yamakawa)
I hope my wife does not see this. I do the accounting, my wife does the spending.
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Q5 : (Watanabe)

Among the other questions, there were a great many questions relating to the following point.
Among Japanese Americans, there is a great deal of diversity. There are those who have been
here ever since WWII, and the so-called "Shin-Nikkei" who moved to the United States after the
war. There are also the children of those who were stationed in the United States from Japan,
and decided to continue living in the United States. Now, Mr. Stann Nakazono, who is not a pan-
elist but who is taking part in this JALD trip, has opened the JAJA (Japanese Americans and
Japanese in America) program in New York, which is a very interesting program. So we would
like to know a little about the JAJA program.

A5 .
(Nakazono)

The New York experience is different from the west coast experience. Before the war, the majority of
the Japanese in New York were professionals, doctors, lawyers, accountants, and a lot of Japanese com-
panies started coming over. When WWII broke out, a lot of people at these companies were interned at
Ellis Island, and a lot of them did get deported back to Japan.

After the war, because of what had happened with the Japanese Americans at the concentration
camps, many did not want to go back to the west coast, so a lot of them went to Chicago, to Georgia like
my colleague here, and also to New York where they had better opportunities. The Nisei soldiers, many
of whom were, before they got shipped out to Europe to fight against the Germans, first stationed in
New York. After the war, a lot of them came back to New York and decided to have families there. So it
is a very diverse type of community in terms of Japanese Americans in New York.

After the influx following WWII, there were continuing students who came to Ivy League schools, and
because of the Fulbright and other scholarships, a lot of artists came to New York. Especially during the
big boom of the Japanese economy in the 70s and 80s, a lot more Japanese companies came into New
York City. There were the "chuzaiin"(business people located in the foreign countries) who came with
their families and kids. Many of the "chuzaiin" children stayed in the United States as so called "Shin-
Nisei."

I am originally from Los Angeles, the west coast, so I have always had a sense of identity as a
Japanese American. When I came to New York, I realized, even though there is no Japan Town or com-
munity so to speak, there are a lot of Japanese and Japanese Americans in New York. But they are all
displaced; they are all over the place. On this basis I started the group "JAJA: Japanese Americans and
Japanese in America." It is a whole get-together of the Nikkeis, the older Nikkeis as well as the Shin-
Nikkeis. One of the first things that led me to start this group was when a Yonsei Colorado Japanese
American who was working with us on some event in New York, came up to me and said "You know,
you are the first Japanese American person, the first Japanese American male, that I have ever met
except my brother." So that is why we started this JAJA initiative. We started with 2 people, and now
there are not just Yonsei Japanese Americans, but also those "chuzaiin" kids who are older and are now
in their 30s and 40s, and also the Japanese students. We meet every month and it has been 4 years now.
JAJA is a place for us to meet at someone's home, gather round and talk about issues about Japan, and
also the United States.
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Q6 : (Hirano)

I want to ask our panelists in closing, to perhaps share something with our guests. You have all
talked a lot about your family roots and learning about your family stories. This trip has enabled
you to come and see Japan as it is now, so as you go back to your respective regions, what do

you hope to do to further the US-Japan relationship.
N\ J

AG .
(Ikeda)

As you saw from my presentation, my background is technology and I love technology. There have
been a hundred delegates who have come to this program and I think its going to be important for us

as a group to get connected so we can start working together to further the US-Japan relationship. We
are a diverse group from all around the country and for just one person it is hard to make changes, but
I think we have now reached a large enough group that we can start, as a hundred of us communicating
and discussing how we can best do this. So one of the things I am looking forward to in going back to
the United States is really get us connected so as a group we can really start addressing this issue.

(Koto)

Piggy-backing on that idea, and coming from broadcasting, I would like to see if I could, perhaps, work
together, go around and interview everybody that has been on the mission and get it on the website, so
that not only can we share but we can actually hear the stories, and hear really heartfelt messages that
we all have taken back from this trip.

(Yamakawa)

On this trip, we have been introduced to some incredible people in government and in business. And
we believe that we can help improve the US-Japan relationship by continuing to communicate and see
how we can strengthen our relationships by continuing this dialogue on an ongoing and long term basis.

Q7 : (Watanabe)

Lastly I would like to ask Irene this question. Last month when I visited the Japanese American
National Museum, there were many children visiting. I took it that they were visiting as part of
their social studies curriculum at school. How many visitors come to your museum each year?

A7 .
(Hirano)

We have about 50,000 visitors that come to our Los Angeles site, and as the professor said, we have
students of all different backgrounds that come as well as other visitors. We also serve close to another
500,000 through our website. More and more we are making the materials we have accessible through
various websites. I have some materials outside from our website that we created as part of our interna-

tional Nikkei research project. I hope you will pick this up. It is called "Discover Nikkei" and is available
in 4 languages and a lot of our material is available on the website. There are also links to other
Japanese American organizations throughout the country and in other countries like in South America
and other parts of North America. Tom's Densho project is one of the organizational affiliates, and so I
encourage you to take advantage of that.

One of the other ways that we serve is through a number of the Japanese students that go abroad on
excursion trips and so we have an increase in the number of Japanese students that are coming to our
museum and are learning about the Japanese American experience. So I ask you to encourage your
young people's schools to come visit us, as I said, there is an opportunity this summer perhaps to come
to see the centennial of the Fukuoka Kenjinkai so I would hope you plan to come to Los Angeles to visit
us at that time.
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Concluding Remarks

YASUSHI WATANABE (Professor, Keio University)

The first time I personally visited the Japanese American National Museum was five or
six years ago. There were various exhibits, and among them, a residence from the time of
the internment camps was on display. The residence was just some plywood stuck togeth-
er, which probably had a strong draft that came in through the gaps, and cannot even be
considered a residence by today's standards. I remember that while looking at these
exhibits, I was very deeply moved and tears filled my eyes. Until then I had made numer-
ous visits to museums displaying horrific experiences and gruesome occurrences, but that
time a clearly different emotion welled up inside me. I think a major factor was probably
the fact that it was a place related with the "Japanese Americans' who had come across
the ocean from my own country, "Japan."

Last month I visited the Japanese American National Museum again in order to attend a
workshop meeting prior to this symposium. There I met with the 13 Japanese American
delegation members for the first time. Some of them were going to Japan for the first time
and some of them had been here before. The delegates who had been to Japan before all
spoke enthusiastically about their feelings when they arrived at the airport in Japan for
the first time and when they met with their relatives in Japan. Some of them had tears
come to their eyes as they spoke.

Seeing these people made me believe that Japanese Americans and Japanese people
share some sort of special feeling that is rooted in "Japan."

Nevertheless, because we share this type of feeling or sensation, I think there have been
times when we misunderstand each other because we sometimes have excessive expecta-
tions of the other side, or we think it natural that we should understand each other. This
means that because we are close, we fail to connect, and because we are close, we are far
apart.

Some Japanese Americans have complicated feelings about Japan. As was mentioned in
the video, after the Pearl Harbor attack, Japanese Americans were interned as "4-C" and
they subsequently suffered from discrimination and prejudice. When there is trade friction
or an incident or accident involving a Japanese person that occurs in the United States,
the views of the Japanese American community in the U.S. society immediately turns
sour. It appears that the Japan side as well has not always been warm to Japanese
Americans.

As such, the Japanese American National Museum, in cooperation with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP), has been
carrying out a program for creating bonds between Japanese Americans and Japanese
since 2000, and I believe that this is an extremely valuable endeavor. Japanese Americans,
as was said at today's symposium, are truly diverse, and I think that they are so varied
that it is not possible to lump them together under the term "Japanese Americans." This is
the same for Japanese people. Among Japanese Americans and Japanese there are people
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with various standpoints in various groups. What is important is to make efforts to con-
nect these people on various levels. This is very modest and time-consuming work, but
investing the time and effort into expanding these relationships is extremely important,
and I believe that this kind of deep-rooted network will serve as a genuine asset which
will support relations between Japan and the United States.

As you know, about five years ago the war in Iraq began. I think it is fresh in all of your
memories how there was a certain kind of tense relationship between the United States
and Europe and how intergovernmental relations soured regarding the start of the war.
Right around that time I was traveling around the United States and Europe, and I had
various discussions with people at universities, companies and nonprofit organizations. To
my surprise, no one thought that relations between the United States and Europe would
sour on the fundamental level, and they were all very optimistic. When I asked them why
they could be so optimistic, I was very impressed to hear many people respond, "The
United States and Germany or France have a wide range of multilayered relationships in
various fields, not just on the intergovernmental level. Even if relations between leaders or
governments become difficult, there are sufficient networks supporting relations, so I am
not worried at all."

I believe that the same can be said of Japan-U.S. relations. While Japan-U.S. relations are
very close, there are many common issues and problems. It is probably because relations
are close that they are sometimes strained. Therefore it is important to have networks
that support relations between the two countries so that they are not adversely affected
when the relationship sours from time to time at the administrative or governmental level.
I believe that the Japanese American Leadership Delegation (JALD) Program is one of
these networks.

People do not necessarily have to be pro-Japan. In building sound Japan-U.S. relations, I
believe it is essential to thoroughly understand Japan and to at times say things that are
strict.

The 13 delegates who came to Japan, and Irene, who has coordinated this program for
many years, have taken time out of their very busy schedules to come to Japan and to
Fukuoka to build bridges between Japanese people and Japanese Americans, Japan and
the United States, and to "reconnect" with Japanese people. Let us give deep consideration
to the sincerity and enthusiasm of these Japanese Americans who are and will be leading
the next generation.

Thank you very much.
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After Thoughts and Personal Reflections of the Delegates
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I have been to Japan on two other occasions with my family but never have I had the opportunity to gain so
much insight on the state of affairs in Japan. Previous trips were focused on family history and a cultural intro-
duction. The Japanese American Leadership Delegation (JALD) served a very different and rewarding purpose.

It was fascinating to learn about the issues Japan is facing today as well as the similarities we experience in
American culture. The insight helped to cultivate a new comprehension of what the bonds between the two
countries represent and the work that can be done to strengthen the bridge. The result of this was the creation
of my own personal bond and realization of the role and opportunities I have that could strengthen the relation-
ship between the United States and Japan.

The JALD generated a new bond and network among Japanese American leaders that was previously non-
existent and very much in need. The other accomplishment became the bridge between the Japanese leaders
and Japanese Americans leaders forming a network that can function as the backbone of sharing information and
resources to nourish the existing endeavors between the two countries. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs along
with the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership, assisted by the Japanese American National Museum,
has created and invested in what has grown to be one of the most powerful networks of knowledge and people
in Japan and the United States. I am honored to be a member of this delegation and will humbly continue to do
what I can to serve in the best interest of these two countries of my heritage.
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As I readjust to U.S. time after the whirlwind trip to Japan with the 2008 Japanese American Leadership
Delegation (JALD), I am left with a blur of images and memories. But the overwhelming sensation is gratitude --
towards all our hosts, towards the leaders who met with us, and towards the many people who saw to our com-
fort (like the bus driver who stopped at a Starbucks when he overheard us wondering how their coffee tasted in
Japan). I felt gratitude to stand at an ancient temple where centuries ago my ancestors walked the same steps,
and gratitude for the pleasures of singing until my voice was hoarse, laughing until my belly ached, and talking
food and politics into the early morning with our Japanese hosts and fellow Japanese American delegates.

This opportunity to engage in a range of intense cultural activities, in a concentrated time period with extraor-
dinary individuals, will not be forgotten. The Japanese American delegates and our Japanese hosts dazzled me
during the day with their intelligence and wisdom, and at night, we all became simple hobbits, joking and laugh-
ing like childhood friends. Through this experience I felt connected not just as peers but as friends. This feeling
of friendship with people in Japan and with other Japanese American leaders I bring back to Seattle as a start

for new connections with a broader national and international community.

ZN#E D&~ After Thoughts and Personal Reflections of the Delegates | 89



FAEY R+ A4D% /David lwata

[Ny 7« bw e F e Ta—Fv—] —% 458 TV 1970 451975458 5 19844F 5 [

FOH T, HEANOHIZ L Z 2 TOAEFIZT0ER~80FAR T AL E 572 F FTLze 2L TN, BHZE b
Vo ThLOHHEMLT, PICHRIEDLS72UNELKDHTHLEEDo TV WI E2FEKL T L, &,
A Y. EEL HuW, B v o 2 bEEBREW S D ERLEZ LT, HRHAOTR S, BES. EHE
KRBT E DT,

SO TS L OBMBEFRMSV7201x, HRAD <3 - 41> & <F1it > ORI TH S 2IHEVAHEET 5 2 &,
F/20 HRT7ZAUAANET AV AT THARA] Zh &b, HRTET AV AR [HAA] ELTHARINTVWS T
ETY. PIZIE BboRMOARNILTh, HAANE [#7] 2fvESs, BR7 AV AN (A5 HF] TE
MENET, Vadlb—Yary -Fyo 7R [A5hF] & [HT] KL woZBBrH L0022, MAKELA
WTANENEDHBRESEL 2P RDRYL2DOTT, AXNARBOK, FHANPHEROBEMED THRT7A FVv] 7
TR, WEHO [HF] TunZA I A VERBLAZOERZ, b0 Z2 S5O E T ERD T L,

A, EBSHAESEH KR Y ¥ — (CGP). 18 HREIRMEAOFFM OB, HXRBERIZBT 25725 0&EIZO W
THA L ZTEREBAVLILELLDY, 7A=Y T/ E8AE 94V TL - ZFT=X - FIVvrEtoHARTD
B EEHEE €L, ZEHBRTORLOBRBOELEEZFHEOSNE Lico K77 T A LR EORENIN L TR
LEG 2. BNEREF T2V AEE L ERRRESH Rt vy =2 BB L2wERnEd, MHRERE LB
W LHAERILIE FENIOEHORE S HITMOLHRETH) £ L7,

OBV AEBEBICEY L, OARZHE BRI SE20, M- 79y FY—EEY—3IF VoI RZ
LD, SROFHEZIRYIEY . ©I R X% LT3 - 4fib & 1l - g2l oMoy i —va v - Frv T
D, HRAOE A AR EREOB THHEMEMZAEAM L. HRT 2 5 AOALI K O 22 lifEBi% 8 U CH
KEFRE MRS 2 2 & CHERMEE L COMMIRETRQIE LS RV EEKRLTVET,

KB, B0 2T R=JIIT v 73— LTHhIEREDRATFHE WD 72N, 20085FED2H29HIC [Ny 7 - b
v Ta—Fx—] OXHIBIERINET, TLT MEHD [725F] #RE-TICBOHTOE-- -

Back to the Future - Time Capsule 1970 Live 1975 Study 1984 Visit

My impression and experience of life in Japan was frozen in time, the 70's and 80's. Upon arriving at Narita and
throughout the trip, I realized that Japan has changed but in many ways it has not. We were able to experience the
ingenuity, sophistication, and traditions of modern Japan as we took time to discover food, art, architecture, religion,
shopping and entertainment during our cultural visits.

Many felt that there is a distinctive disconnect between the "Sansei' & "Yonsei" and the "Shin-Issei" generation. We
soon realized that as Japanese Americans, we are Japanese in America but we are American "gaijin" in Japan. For
example, the use of "Katakana" instead of "Kanji" on our business cards to distinguish between Japanese and Japanese
American in Japan. However, in light of the Generation Y gap and the use of "Katakana" and "Kanji," building personal
relationships still remains a priority. The informal evening events, the "Japanese American Idol" karaoke with our
hosts and parliamentarians and the final night rendition of "Kyogen"-Aloha Style, reinforced our relationships.

Through our visits with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership and the
United States Embassy in Japan, we experienced contrasting views of our role in the U.S.-Japan relationship. Hearing
Irene Hirano talk about the importance of our role in the bilateral relationship, it reminded me of Dr. W. Edwards
Deming's success in Japan. Kudos to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Japan Foundation Center for Global
Partnership for providing the vision and commitment to this program and our role. Our meeting with Prime Minister
Fukuda reinforced this.

Arriving back at LAX, the only thing reminiscent of Japan was the blooming cherry blossom outside Bradley
Terminal. As we reflect on our trip, we must narrow the cultural and generational gap between Sansei/Yonsei and
Shin Issei/Nisei through business opportunities, create synergy between the Japanese Business community and us,
use our cultural and ethical Japanese American values to enhance the U.S.-Japan relationship including the military
and act as Ambassadors to both countries.

Finally, as I see the Tokyo weather forecast bookmarked on my home page, we are "Back to the Future" February
29, 2008. And the "Daruma’ that sits on my desk reminds me..
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Coming from Georgia, where Japanese Americans (JAs) are very few in number, the opportunity to get together as a group of
JA's was a rare occasion for me. I found the Japanese American Leadership Delegation (JALD) trip not only magical, because of
the once-in-a-lifetime encounters with high-level people, but also an eye-opening experience filled with a multitude of new ways to
further deepen my roots not only in Japan, but within the United States as well.

Living in Japan from 1977 to 1986, I felt that there was a huge disconnect between the Japanese nationals and Japanese
Americans. It was almost as if the Japanese did not acknowledge the bloodline between us, largely because JAs are so
Americanized. But in our defense, most JAs were taught to assimilate into American customs and culture particularly after
WWII, so much so, that the "Japanese" part of us was lost over the decades. But after getting to know my fellow JAs, I found
that we are very much Americanized, and we share a common bond that is deep within us; we respect our Japanese ancestry,
love Japan and want to be included as part of the Japanese —even if it is only a small part.

We expressed to many of the Japanese government leaders that when relations are bad between Japan and the United
States —the JAs take the hit, whether it is in verbal confrontation or going back to the days of WWII, when our parents and
grandparents were incarcerated in internment camps, simply because they were of Japanese ancestry.

It was during this trip that I noticed that the Japanese moved away from issues that dwelled on our differences, and shifted
toward a more inclusive feeling, focusing on our commonalities. At one point, the JAs were referred to as "brothers and sisters
across the ocean." To me, it was a very humbling and magnanimous statement about our group; an affirmation that the Japanese
see us as one of their own. It was also heartening to see that so many Japanese officials were reaching out to the JAs to form a
bridge between us, thereby creating a stronger bond between the two countries.

The point of building people-to-people relationships was mentioned a number of times during our trip, and I believe as part of
our role as a JALD delegate — we need to serve as ambassadors for Japan by promoting the country, its products, and its people.
The JAs were also referred to as "the glue that holds the two countries together." With that said, I also believe it is our utmost
duty as JAs to be effective leaders for the future of both countries and to create a plan(s) that would further enhance the rela-

tionship.
Even though I was born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia, I will always see myself as Japanese —and I am very proud to be
blessed with being from two wonderful countries and to have special qualities from both nations!
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The 2008 Japanese American Leadership Delegation (JALD) trip to Japan was an amazing journey from begin-
ning to end. It was extremely gratifying to meet and exchange views with high-level public officials and political
and business leaders who all expressed in very sincere terms a desire to know more about the history and expe-
riences of Japanese Americans. I also felt privileged to have had the opportunity to engage in people-to-people
diplomacy with dignitaries and leaders of the country of my ancestors, and the experiences on this trip instilled
in me a greater understanding and appreciation of the people and culture of Japan. The Delegation trip also
enabled me to spend eight days in the company of my distinguished fellow delegates, each of whom was smart,
articulate, funny and without pretense.

The highlights of the Delegation trip are too numerous to list, but several memories are still especially vivid in
my mind. I had a sense of exhilaration during my introduction to Kyogen and the masterful movements of
Shigeyama-san. Enjoying laughter and camaraderie with my fellow delegates at an outdoor yatai under a clear
nighttime sky, with the city lights of Fukuoka as a backdrop, made for a very special evening and a tremendous
bonding experience. While strolling through the grounds of Nanzenji temple in Kyoto, I felt a deep sense of
inner peace and calm. And during the trip, I had recurring feelings that, by connecting back to Japan through
the Delegation program, I was honoring the spirit of my grandparents who had the tremendous courage and pio-
neering spirit to emigrate from Japan to the United States in the early part of the 20th century.

The Delegation trip has provided me with new insights and contacts and most importantly, a dynamic energy
and sharpened focus, to deepen my personal involvement in initiatives to strengthen ties between the United
States and Japan. I wish to express my sincere appreciation to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, The
Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership and the Japanese American National Museum for supporting
this superb program and for granting me the special privilege and honor to take part as a delegate.
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I have loved Japan since my first stay in 1979-81. It was then that I first appreciated and embraced the
Japanese part of my heritage, and I have since wanted Japan to be a part of my life. The JALD program went
beyond anything I ever imagined, and I have been forever changed by the experience. It is with heartfelt appre-
ciation and aloha that I share these personal reflections.

I came to know my fellow delegates through an intense shared experience, and we are now friends for life. I
now understand how different our experiences as Japanese Americans have been. I also know how much we
share because of our Japanese heritage and our JALD experience, and I look forward to working with my fellow
delegates to further the mission of JALD.

I now feel I can make a difference. On this trip we were welcomed and treated with respect at the highest
level. I wondered whether I was deserving, but I tried my best to rise to that level and to honor the trust placed
in me. I saw all of us grow so much as we discovered we can participate and make meaningful contributions at
that highest level.

I will always remember that night in Fukuoka. After the symposium a group of us headed out with our new
Japanese friends for a magical night of karaoke, strolling through the beautiful Fukuoka night, and delicious
Kyushu ramen from a yatai on the banks of the river. I have always believed true friendships are formed face-to-
face and heart-to-heart. Now I know this is true, especially when accompanied by delicious food seasoned with
good fellowship, conversation, and song, sprinkled with laughter, and topped off with a little sake and beer.

It was so hard to say goodbye to my fellow delegates and my new Japanese friends, but I take comfort and draw
inspiration from the knowledge and commitment that this wonderful trip was just the beginning of a lifelong
JALD experience.
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I am sitting at the other end of a long table at the Kantei (Prime Minister's office), waiting with twelve of my Japanese
American (JA) colleagues for the Prime Minister of Japan to arrive. We are all nervous; this was an unexpected but surprising
turn of events in our tight and intense schedule. Each day has been non-stop, back-to-back meetings with high government offi-
cials, business luncheons, lavish dinners and late night drinks and karaoke to wind down before we start again the next day. And
we were not even halfway through the week! So though we were exhausted, we were also very excited: it was the first time
since the formation of the delegation that we are able to meet the person in the highest political office of Japan.

I am still a little shell-shocked, even as I write this a month later. If you told me a while back that I would be part of this dele-
gation, I would tell you, to quote my L.A. friends, you are loco in the head. Growing up in Southern California most of my life,
there was always a Japanese American community, but I never really was that active. Within my own family, I hated eating fish
- raw or cooked. I would flunk my J-school classes because I could be so much more productive on weekends, like watching
Saturday morning cartoons on TV. I guess I took my heritage for granted, because now after moving to New York, trying to find
a JA community here was like looking for tsukemono at Carnegie Deli.

Yet here I am in Tokyo, sitting in the middle of the discussion with the "Forum 21" members, listening to future leaders of
their respective companies I Sony, Honda, Suntory, Mitsubishi, to name a few —and then having lunch among members of the
Keidanren, the most respected business organization in Japan. And in the middle of her living room filled with Girls' Day ningyos,
we were chatting with Princess Takamado who talked about raising her three daughters by herself. She was so warm and open
and genuine.

Though I did feel closer with my "bruddas and sistas" in Japan on this trip than any other, I bonded more with my fellow JA
delegates. Despite our disparate personalities and time zones, we shared that common history, heritage, culture and discrimina-
tion of being Nikkei in America. I did not have to explain myself all the time, like I do with my non-Asian-American (or even non-
Japanese) friends; it was UNDERSTOOD. It really did feel like family again (but without the hitting and yelling).

In the following days and nights after that historic meeting with the Prime Minister, the camaraderie, friendship and intense
work (and play) ethic of the delegation has not only driven me to improve relations between the two countries, but have
strengthened my commitment to the Japanese Americans and the Japanese in America. When I came back home raving to my
friends about the trip, they thought I discovered religion.

No. I just rediscovered my heritage.

9
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I am overwhelmed by the generosity of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, The Japan Foundation Center
for Global Partnership (CGP) and the Japanese American National Museum. It took great foresight to bring
together 13 Japanese Americans, immersed in their careers and make them pause to think about their ethnic
homeland.

On our first day of meetings, MOFA Deputy Minister Masaharu Kono told us that Japan is changing, and he
asked us not to quickly judge his country. Because of his advice, my mind was open to see that Japan has a
strong future and a desire for Japanese Americans to share in it. I was charmed by Prime Minister Yasuo
Fukuda's enthusiasm to connect with Americans that looked like him. His remarks as well as his assumption that
we would not need an interpreter showed that he regarded us as members of Japan's ethnic family. On our sec-
ond day of meetings, I eagerly listened to Speaker Yohei Kono's suggestion to how Japanese Americans could
help raise our country's recognition of the bombing of Hiroshima. His request made our role in U.S-Japan rela-
tions tangible.

This trip helped me recognize the ethnic traits that define me. I have spent a lot of time reflecting on Princess
Takamado's description of Japan as a country close to nature. Her words have made me think about Japanese
American activities like fishing, camping and tofu carton recycling. For the sake of this new century, our country
could learn from Japan and Japanese Americans.

I realize that what I love about being Japanese American is inherently Japanese. I appreciate Ambassador
Sadaaki Numata's thoughtful greeting after reading my business card. I admire MOFA Press Secretary Kazuo
Kodama's careful pause to collect his thoughts before he answers. I am impressed with Forum 21's plans to
reform Japan's social services. These actions show empathy and respect for others, and they are traits that we
share. I hope these virtues will serve as common ground as we build our relationship.
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Now that a few weeks have passed since our return, many thoughts cross my mind as I sit down and attempt
to draft a single paragraph reflecting on my personal experience as a member of this year's Japanese American
Leadership Delegation (JALD) program. First and foremost, it was truly a once in a lifetime opportunity for this
select group of Japanese Americans to make a lasting impression on government and business leaders at the
absolute highest levels. In return, the lessons we learned and the messages shared by these impressive individu-
als have provided us with clear direction for a collaborative effort we are now committed to putting forth to fur-
ther strengthen the relationship between our two countries. That being said, and as exciting, intense, yet mean-
ingful all of these meetings were, the memories I perhaps treasure most are those personal experiences shared
with my fellow delegates. Those moments of encouragement prior to an important presentation, the feelings of
relief following a successful meeting, and of course, the sense of camaraderie and support of each other through-
out every waking moment of the entire mission. These relationships, forged as a direct result of the JALD pro-

gram, will last a lifetime. For this, I am forever grateful.
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A month after our return from Japan, the trip seems almost like a dream.

To visit Japan for the first time in a way that allowed such exposure and access was amazing. As the "newbie"
in the group, I was constantly asked "what I thought." And what did I think? On one level, having lived in and
visited other "great cities" of the world, Tokyo seemed like, well, another great city, albeit one where most people
looked like me (although my inability to communicate was slightly disconcerting). But on a deeper level, the
opportunity to visit ancestral "roots" touched me in an entirely different way. Things seemed familiar, even
though they were new to me. And I was struck that the Japan I thought I knew was actually the Japan my
grandparents brought with them when they emigrated to the United States—my perceptions about today's
Japan were woefully dated.

All of the people we met talked about connections-the need to build, nurture, and continuously renew ties
between governments, institutions, and most of all, people. In the abstract, I could not agree more. But when we
visited Fukuoka, where my grandmother was born, and I caught a glimpse of the harbor where she embarked
on her journey to the United States nearly a hundred years ago, the idea of connection suddenly felt more impor-
tant, emotional, and real. I look forward to enhancing the connections —and more importantly, the friendships—
forged not only with our hosts in Japan, but with the amazing delegates in our group, who were supportive,
encouraging, and very funny.

I am grateful for the chance I had to create this connection with my family's history, and to get a deeper
understanding of U.S.-Japan relations and the role that I personally can play. My sincere thanks go to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership and the Japanese American
National Museum for supporting this wonderful program, and for the members of the Japanese-American com-
munity and staff of the Japanese Embassy in Washington, D.C. for providing me with the opportunity to live this

dream.
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I sincerely hope we nurture the relationships we have created during this surreal experience. The political,
government, and business leaders we met with will continue to advance their prominent careers and I appreciate
their faith in improved Japan-U.S. relationships. I hope they feel they can e-mail or call me to ask for help without
hesitation and I would like to be able to do the same. I am forever grateful to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership for the foresight in fostering this relationship. I stand ready
and committed to build on this bond.

I also met outstanding Japanese American delegates and the professionals who were with us during the trip
who are incredibly talented, creative, and intelligent. "On-stage" everyone is professional, articulate, and enthusi-
astic. We represented Japanese Americans well. "Off-stage" we were exuberant, comical, and mischievous. I will
always remember the fun times at the back of the bus, singing "American Idol" karaoke, feasting on ramen after
midnight, and the Kyogen "master". I have never laughed so much and thoroughly enjoyed their fellowship. I
regard them as my brothers and sisters.

I am uncertain about next steps. Our collective strengths and effervescence can accomplish wonderful things,
but we will need to work hard and diligently to overcome inertia of the routine and make great things happen.
Aloha and mahalo!
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"The opportunity to travel to Japan as a member of the Japanese American Leadership Delegation (JALD) is
an amazing, once in a lifetime experience" was a commonly repeated phrase from those who participated in past
delegations. As a member of the 2008 Delegation, I have come to understand and appreciate the truth of that
statement.

As I reflect upon the experience, I remain amazed at the level of access we had to meet and engage with the
highest level of policy and decision makers in Japan—the Prime Minister, Members of the Diet, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership, and other key public officials. Each of the
meetings provided us with a unique opportunity to share our experiences as Japanese Americans and to better
understand how we are perceived by the Japanese. These experiences highlighted the value of face-to-face rela-
tionship building and its value in gaining a better understanding of our similarities and an appreciation for our
differences. There is much we can learn from each other.

I am further humbled by the talent, accomplishments, and commitment of the other members of the 2008 dele-
gation. Collectively, we represented the geographic diversity of our county. Despite our differences in profes-
sions, age, and experiences, our common heritage served as a catalyst in creating an extraordinarily cohesive
group. We shared and learned from moments that were familiar to some and foreign to others.

Looking forward, I remain committed to our efforts in San Francisco to build upon the U.S.-Japan relationship.

The 2008 JALD program experience was an amazing, once in a lifetime opportunity —I am grateful!
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My initial trip to Japan was in 1994. You could say that it was not a conscious decision on my part since I was going as the
guest of my husband, who was a speaker at a conference in Kumamoto. As we exited from the plane and I entered the terminal,
I was overwhelmed by a sea of emotion. This was my mother country!

I returned years later, with my daughter, age 11, and my son, age 9. Any concerns I had regarding their reaction to Japan

immediately dissipated. They found the trip fascinating, enticing and addicting. We were all hooked.
The most recent trip to Japan was a new experience unto itself. The initial meeting in Los Angeles was an invaluable necessity.
It served not only as a basic reintroduction to Japan but allowed me to make a connection with my fellow delegates. We were all
grateful and honored for having been chosen as delegates, but it was clear that there was uncertainty as to the purpose of our
mission. By the end of the weekend, however, I knew that regardless of our mission, we were prepared to approach it as a uni-
fied group.

Each day was filled with activities and meetings, but it was our time as a group that created lasting memories. We shared our
reactions based on our individual life experiences. There were expected differences but unexpected similarities. At the end of the
evening when we would retreat to our rooms, I wondered what it would have been like to grow up in Japan; with a closer con-
nection to Japan or not having ever visited Japan. As many Japanese Americans can attest, our understanding of Japan was in
many ways dictated by the history lessons we received in school. Sadly, it rarely spoke of the dignity and honor of the Japanese
people. More often than not it was a degrading depiction and limited to Japan's involvement in WWIIL. As a result of their incar-
ceration during WWIIL, I was not encouraged to associate with groups of other Japanese Americans. The fear of reliving that
experience was vivid and pervasive. The loss or destruction of family heirlooms is indescribable, but the humiliation, fear and
suspicion that took their place would exist for generations. Growing up, I was told to assimilate to avoid a repeat of what hap-
pened to my grandparents and mother. The result was growing up looking Japanese on the outside but not knowing what it
meant to be Japanese on the inside.

This trip added a new dimension to better understanding what it means to be Japanese and Japanese American. Our exposure
to the Japanese culture, business, political climate and social mores allowed me to develop a deeper respect for what it means to
be Japanese and how it is so distinct from what I have experienced growing up. On the trip home, I was filled with excitement
and tremendous ambition to present my revelations from this trip to everyone I knew but it did not take long for me to realize
that what I had experienced was personal and that no matter how I tried; no other person could ever fully appreciate my feel-
ings. I have made a commitment, however, that I will do whatever I can to facilitate not only the opportunity but the means for
my children and others to learn more about the gap that exists between Japanese and Japanese Americans and what we can to
close it.
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Journey to

JAPAN

Japanese American Leadership Delegation seeks to engage
eyoung Nikkeis in U.S.-Japan relations.

By GWEN MURANAKA
RAFU ENGLISH EDITOR IN CHIEF

hile the relationship between Japanese Americans and Japan
has often been strained, a unique network of Nikkei leaders has
emerged with the common goal of improving U.S. -Japan rela-
tions. This year, the Japanese American Leadership Delegation

|-LJALD) traveled to Tokyo, Kyoto and Fukuoka from Feb. 29 to March 9.
Irene Hirano, president of the Japanese American National Museum (JANM),
said the icea came about to address a lack of connection many young JAs have

with their ancestors” homeland.

t came about because a number of the Sansei and Yonsei had very little
experience or interest in Japan,” said Hirano. “If we were going to ensure there
| was  good relationship between the two countries and that there was a con-
[Priection to Japanese Americans we ough o take proscive steps o introduce
and connect JA leaders

Stating with a pilot program in 2000, JALD has taken nearly 100 Japanese
Americans to Japan to learn about the culture and interact at the highest levels
of Japanese government and business. The program is funded by the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs and the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership
(CGP) and organized in cooperation with JANM.

“The idea is to select a group of individuals who are accomplished in their
respective professional fields and are involved in community activities, but
Who have expresscd an interest in U.S.-Japan relations and are willing to be

Fukuoka was among the destinations of the Japanese American Leadership Delegation, who met with top business and political leaders this spring.
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The delegation before a meeting at the Kantei (Official Residence of the Prime
Minister) with Itsunori Onodera, senior vice minister for Foreign Affairs.
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Irene Hirano has accompanied all of 2
the delegations. H

involved when they get back,” said Hirano, who has traveled with the delegations
every year.

This year, 13 Japanese Americans met with political and business leaders,
including for the first time an audience with Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda.

“We value this program very much. We feel that every year we have 13
people who have a deeper understanding of Japan and the Japanese people,”
said Consul Hiroshi Furusawa, who accompanied the delegation. “We think
we have 13 new friends of Japan, not simply friends, who can speak for us
in their cities.”

The goals of the Delegarion Program are o lmprove undersianding and
strengthen long:term relations between pranm Americans and Japan, and
e e

U.S.-Japan relations.
The delegation consists of leaders from various professional fields including

“Itwas avery g trip. We are Japanese A in the United States,
but when we went back to Japan I always felt I was a gaijin,” said Iwata.

Among the highlights for the group was meeting with Princess Takamado
and the visit with the prime minister at his official residence. This year’s pro-
gram included a symposium in Fukuoka City, featuring three of the delegation
members as pane

The symposium is organized by the Japan Foundation Center for Global
Partnership and JANM. The trip’s itinerary also includes meetings in Tokyo
with high ranking governmental, political, and business leaders, and visits in
Kyoto to a cultural master and cultural and historic sites.

“We must have spent about 45 minutes with the prime minister. We talked
about his trip to the U.S. to meet President Bush. One of the things he men-
tioned is that he’s aware that U.S.-Japan relations are number one, important
on a world level, but also important to Japanese Americans. That if there’s
tension in the relationship it can cause hardship for Japanese Americans,”
said Koyanagi. kd

Iwata noted a difference between how Japan and the U.S. view the role of
Japanese Americans in the bilateral relationship.

“The Japanese government truly understands, in our meeting with Prime
Minister Fukuda, that Japanese Americans will play a role in U.S.-Japan
relations but yet when we went to the American embassy, I don't think they
understand to use or leverage the power of diversity in improving U.S.-Japan
relations,” said Iwata.

Both delegates praised Hirano for her leadership in the program. The museum
president has shepherded the program to its current state.

“What Irene is doing, she’s looking at Japanese Americans to contribute to
U.S.-Japan relations,” said Iwata.

Beyond the meetings with officials, one of the most important elements of the
delegation was the bonds they developed, which have continued after Japan. An
alumni reunion was held earlier this year for previous delegation participants
and as each year passes, the group has evolved into a unique network of young
Japanese American leaders. A

“Which is important because back and di you
ries that become distant and recede. So the reunions are going to be lmponxnl to
bring that feeling back,” said Koyanagi.

“As a Sansei, it's a way to return what we learned back to U.S.-Japan relations
and make a contribution,” said Iwata.

business, law, government, education, non-profit, and arts and culture. They are
leaders who have demonstrated an interest in strengthening U.S.-Japan relations
and are committed to future efforts to build links between the Japanese American
community and Japan.

This year’s JALD delegates included: Tom Ikeda, executive director of DEN-
SHO: the Japanese American Leadership Project; Kristen Dozono, account execu-
tive, Sprint-Nextel, Portland, Oregon; John Takeo Noguchi, director, Convention
Facilities Department, City and County of San Francisco; Ted Yamasaki, manag-
ing deputy Human Resources Director, City and County of San Francisco; David
Iwata, principal partner, LD Two Group, Inc. of Los Angeles; Stan H. Koyanagi,
vice president, Senior Regional Counsel, KB Home of Los Angeles; Lori S.C.
Yokoyama, founder and managing partner, Lori S. C. Yokoyama & Associates,
P.C. of Chicago; Sachi Koto, former CNN anchor and founder, Sachi Koto Com-
munications, Inc.; Wayne H. Muraoka, vice president, Armstrong Development,
Ltd. of Honolulu; Mark Yamakawa, executive vice president/Chief Operating
Officer, Queen’s Health Systems of Honolulu; Paul Niwa, assistant professor,
Journalism, Emerson College in Boston; Stann Nakazono, filmmaker, Traax
Production; and Joan Ochi, director, Marketing Communications, GlobalGiving
in Washington, D.C.

Local alumni of the program include Gardena Mayor Paul Tanaka, Los Ange-
les Police Department Deputy Chief Terry Hara, attorney Eric Nishizawa and Al
Muratsuchi, Torrance Board of Education member. At the program’s inception,
the delegates often had never visited Japan, but as the leadership progaam. has
evolved, more of the participants have prior connection to the count

Koyanagi said he has wsued Japan on family and business trips, more than 20
times before the JALD trij

“I came away feelmgn ‘great love of Japan and the people, more 5o than on any
other trip. So I think the meetings we had and just the bonding experience with all
the other delegates made it the best trip I've ever had to Japan,” said Koyanagi.
“It was kind of a blank slate, I didn’t know what we would talk about. What was
surprising was the extent to which officials were aware of ]apanese Americans.
And it was pretty gratifying to hear they E
They felt a connection across the ocean.”

Iwata, a business consultant, also has considerable experience in Japan. He
went to school on an American military base and worked with Marriott to open
the hotel chain to the Japanese market. Returning to Japan, he acknowleged what
‘many Nikkei feel when they visit the country.
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Other Media Coverage (TV, Radio & Newspapers)

* NHK Educational Channel ETV Special Program, September 28, 2008:
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1-hour program

including scenes from the JALD program in Tokyo and the symposium in Fukuoka, and
interviews of the delegates during and after the JALD program

* FM Fukuoka, April 27, 2008:

scenes from the symposium in Fukuoka
* Yomiuri Shimbun, February 25, 2008: Professor Yasushi Watanabe's column about the
Japanese American National Museum and the orientation of the JALD program held in Los
Angeles
* Mainichi Shimbun, February 29, 2008: Article regarding the Japanese American Leaders
coming to Japan
* Jiji Press, March 5, 2008: Article regarding the courtesy call on the Prime Minister
* Syukan New York Seikatsu, May 10, 2008: Article regarding the initiatives of the delegates to

promote exchanges between Japanese and Japanese Americans

BB

1-hour program including the interview of Ms. Irene Hirano and

Media Coverage | 103
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Japanese American Leadership Symposium (March 6, 2008)
Organized by: The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP)
Japanese American National Museum
Co-Organized by: Fukuoka International Association
Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation
Supported by: Fukuoka Prefecture, Fukuoka City, American Consulate Fukuoka
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A Japanese American artist Jimmy Tsutomu Mirikitani was born in Sacramento, California in 1920.
He was raised in Hiroshima, Japan but returned to the United States prior to the World War II. He
was living in Seattle when the war broke out and was sent to the Tule Lake internment camp in
California during WW I and then, after the war, to the Cristal City camp in Texas. After spending 2
years in Bridgeton, New Jersey, he moved around in east coast area and now resides in New York
City. The documentary film about his life,"The Cats of Mirikitani" has earned critical acclaim as well
as popularity among the audience at many film festivals around the world. The film won the
Audience Award at the 2006 Tribeca Film Festival and the Best Picture Award in Japanese Eyes
category at the 19th Tokyo International Film Festival 20086.
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