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1. Introduction 

The U.S.-Japan Conference on Cultural and Educational Interchange (CULCON) is a binational 
advisory panel that serves to elevate and strengthen the vital cultural and educational foundations 
of  the U.S.-Japan relationship, and to strengthen connections between U.S. and Japan leadership 
in those fields. It works to ensure that the best new ideas for cultural, educational and intellectual 
activity and exchange are implemented as operational programs.  

CULCON organizes working groups, whose members, consisting of  CULCON members and 
private sector and government officials with related expertise, focus on specific impediments to 
exchange and/or best practices; and offer recommendations to stakeholders to address common 
challenges. 

CULCON established the Information Access and Sharing in the Digital Age Working Group 
(IAS WG) in October 2022. The IAS WG brought together participants from both the U.S. and 
Japan, with a focus on enhancing access to fact-based, balanced, and affordable resources to 
foster mutual understanding and knowledge exchange. The Working Group’s overarching mission 
and goal was to explore ways for U.S. and Japanese citizens to learn about each other's cultures, 
societies, and challenges. The Working Group emphasized two broad themes: expanding Japan 
Studies and Study of  the United States and expanding access and sharing of  digital resources. 
CULCON agreed the IAS WG should meet twice before submitting an interim report to 
CULCON 30 in October, 2023.  

The IAS WG met twice virtually on the following dates:  

• Meeting #1: February 28 19:30 ET/March 1 9:30 JT 

• Meeting #2: July 12 20:00 ET/ July 13 9:00 JT  

The participants engaged in-depth discussion about various aspects of  expanding access and 
sharing of  digital resources, and expanding Japan Studies and Study of  the U.S., including best 
practices, challenges, opportunities, and areas of  future interest. Following is a summary of  the 
main topics of  discussion from both meetings. It is important to note some of these topics 
overlap and could be discussed under either theme. 

2. Expanding Access and Sharing of  Digitized Resources 

A. Addressing Equity and Accessibility of  Resources: The discussions surrounding the 
expansion of  access and sharing digital resources underscored the importance of  addressing 
barriers. These barriers include the cost of  digitization and the dominance of  proprietary 
databases. The Working Group applauded the National Diet Library's efforts in digitizing 
pre-modern materials, which could open access to historical Japanese texts for American 
researchers, fostering cross-cultural collaboration and promoting equitable access to valuable 
resources. However, the group also stressed the need for broader global reach and 
collaboration in digitization.  

B. Balancing Information Access and Privacy: The Working Group acknowledged the 
delicate balance between sharing information and maintaining privacy and security, 
particularly in the context of  digital innovation and cybersecurity. While promoting digital 
resources for cross-border collaboration, ensuring individuals' data privacy and preventing 
cyber threats becomes paramount. 



CULCON IAS WG Interim Report 2023 [3] 
FINAL as of 9/26/2023 

C. Navigating the Digital Transformation with Responsibility: The Working Group 
engaged in discussions about the potential of  technology, such as digital twins1 and AI, in 
bridging language barriers and making resources more accessible. The group also 
underscored the importance of  the ethical and responsible use of  such technologies. Digital 
twin technology could be employed to virtually simulate historical sites, offering U.S. and 
Japanese students immersive experiences, but the technology needs to be used responsibly, 
respecting cultural sensitivities.  

D. Promoting Education and Networking Initiatives: The Working Group emphasized the 
importance of  training students in technology, media literacy, and responsible information 
use. Additionally, the group highlighted the role of  networking initiatives and collaborations 
between universities in promoting understanding and exchange. Establishing international 
student exchange programs, where U.S. and Japanese students collaborate on research 
projects involving technology's impact on society, could lead to enhanced cross-cultural 
understanding and academic development. 

3. Expanding Japan Studies and Study of  the United States 

A. Enhancing Student Engagement and Employment Opportunities: The Working Group 
explored strategies to enhance student engagement and make Japan Studies and Study of  the 
U.S. more appealing. This included providing clear pathways to employment, engaging 
students earlier in their academic journeys, and involving diverse voices. Encouraging U.S. 
students to engage with Japan Studies early in their academic journeys through targeted 
programs like the Japan U.S.-Friendship Commission Summer Institute can lead to lasting 
interest and potential career opportunities in cross-cultural fields. The Working Group 
emphasized the importance of  in-person exchange as providing a more impactful experience. 

B. Diverse Entry Points and Themes: Working Group members recognized the potential of  
various topics to attract students to Japan Studies and Study of  the U.S. These included 
everyday interests like food, climate change, disaster recovery, and social issues. The Working 
Group identified special area studies, such as environmental sustainability and technology's 
societal impacts, as potential entry points as well. The WG members acknowledged the value 
of  shared concerns, such as global order and security. For example, a student interested in 
environmental sustainability might be drawn to Japan Studies through studying Japan's 
commitment to addressing climate change with limited resources, fostering a cross-cultural 
understanding of  environmental challenges. 

C. Embracing an Interdisciplinary Approach: The Working Group members collectively 
emphasized the value of  interdisciplinary studies. The members discussed collaborative 
efforts between different fields and countries as crucial for fostering a comprehensive 
understanding of  complex global challenges. For example, collaborative research between 
Japanese historians and American sociologists could provide insights into societal responses 
to disaster recovery, bridging disciplines to offer a comprehensive understanding of  the topic. 

D. Adopting a Transnational and Regional Perspective: The Working Group emphasized 
the importance of  transnational research and adopting a wider regional perspective. The 
discussions underscored the significance of  fostering regional collaboration that includes 
Japan and the United States.  For example, there is growing interest in the Indo-Pacific as a 

 
1 A digital twin is a virtual representation of an object or system that spans its lifecycle, is updated from real-time 
data, and uses simulation, machine learning and reasoning to help decision-making (IBM.com) 
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new regional construct.  Diplomatically and economically, these regional interconnections 
now offer the opportunity to put Japan and the United States in the broader context of  
regionalism. Similarly, this exploration of  the interconnectedness of  economies and societies, 
whether in the Indo-Pacific or beyond, could lead to increased interest in Japan and the 
United States as students recognize the relevance of  understanding multiple countries' roles 
in the global context. 

E. Promoting Cultural Understanding and Eliminating Stereotypes: The Working Group 
recognized the need to address stereotypes and misconceptions about both American and 
Japanese cultures. The discussions emphasized the role of  education in dismantling such 
biases and fostering understanding. The Working Group grappled with the issue of  
misinformation and disinformation and assessing the accuracy of  resources. 

F. Fostering Collaboration and Global Innovation: The Working Group acknowledged the 
value of  collaborative efforts between the U.S. and Japan in promoting innovation and shared 
democratic values in the Indo-Pacific region. Collaborative research projects between 
American and Japanese scholars, supported by programs like the JFIPP Research Fellowship, 
could yield innovative solutions to shared challenges, such as cybersecurity threats in our 
respective countries The U.S.-Japan Digital Innovation Hub was also highlighted as a notable 
program. 

4. Challenges, Opportunities, Areas of  Further Interest and Preliminary 
Recommendations for Action  

The Working Group's discussions on a diverse range of  themes, from interdisciplinary studies 
and digital transformation to equity and cultural understanding, highlighted the complexity of  the 
undertaking. Collaborative efforts and innovative approaches emerged as essential tools for 
promoting knowledge exchange, cultural appreciation, and shared values in the Indo-Pacific 
region and beyond. The Working Group has identified specific topics and issues that warrant 
further consideration and exploration. Additionally, the Working Group has formulated initial 
action recommendations to submit in its Final Report to CULCON 31. In CULCON 31's Joint 
Statement, it would make final recommendations to federal/central governments and other 
stakeholders. 

1. Balancing In-Person Exchange, Rural Study, and Digital Age: 

• Recognize the compatibility of  in-person exchanges, rural study, and digital methods for 
comparative data collection.  

• Highlight the importance of  immersing oneself  in the country of  interest rather than 
solely relying on digital research. 

2. Addressing Information Access Challenges and Digitization: 

• Tackle challenges posed by corporate barriers to information in proprietary databases. As 
a preliminary recommendation, the Working Group suggests convening a symposium or 
round table discussion to address challenges surrounding information access and 
digitization.  

• Collaborate to digitize materials and remove barriers to information availability. 

3. Strengthening Databases and Resource Sharing: 

• Emphasize the need to strengthen existing databases and share resources. 
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4. Address funding requirements to support database enhancement and resource sharing 
initiatives.  

• The Working Group's preliminary recommendations include reaching out to both the 
public and private sectors to seek financial support for the digitalization of  resources 
aimed at promoting Japan Studies and Studies of  the United States.  

• The specific funding target and scope will be subject to further discussion, taking into 
account the requirements, available resources, and the progress made in securing 
cooperation from relevant universities and academic institutions. 

5. "Understanding Study of  the United States and Japan Studies Globally: 

• Explore differing interpretations of  Study of  the United States and Japan Studies across 
countries. 

• Highlight shared values of  democracy and freedom, contributing to the promotion of  
these concepts more broadly. 

6. Leveraging Digital Technology for New Methodologies: 

• Recognize the potential of  digital technology for innovative research methodologies. 

• Explore possibilities such as cross-national and cross-temporal analysis facilitated by 
digital tools. 

7. Indo-Pacific Region's Import and Impact on Interest in Japan as part of  the Indo-Pacific 

• Note the growing interest in Japan due to the increased focus on the Indo-Pacific Region. 

• Identify opportunities for collaboration with Japanese universities arising from this 
heightened interest. 

• Address challenges of  transnational research, especially related to data access and 
economic security. 

8. Promoting Student Exchanges and Collaboration: 

• Highlight the significance of  student exchanges, including initiatives like the JUSFC 
Summer Institute.  

• The Working Group has identified as a preliminary recommendation calling for public 
and private sectors to develop greater diversity of  in-person exchange programs for 
undergraduate students who are engaged in Study of  the United States and Japan Studies 

9. Promote Fact-Based, Balanced, and Affordable Sources 

• Ensure access to face-based and balanced sources, as well as more types of  work beyond 
access to combat mis/dis-information in areas of  common interest. 

5. Next Steps 

The Working Group members recommended that CULCON extend its term of  service for the 
next two years, or until CULCON 31. The Working Group will plan to meet at least twice more, 
calling upon additional expertise, where necessary, to expand the discussion of  each theme. By 
the time of  CULCON 31, the Working Group will provide a Final Report, which will include 
recommendations to both governments, academic institutions, and other stakeholders. 
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6. Appendices  

Membership of  CULCON Information Access and Sharing Working Group (alphabetical) 

Japan CULCON Member:  

❖ TAKAHASHI Yuko, President, Tsuda University (Japan WG Chair) 

U.S. CULCON Members:  

❖ Trevor A. Dawes, Vice Provost for Libraries and Museums and May Morris University 
Librarian, University of  Delaware (U.S. WG Chair) 

❖ M. Diana Helweg Newton, Director of  the Tower Scholars Program and Senior Fellow, John 
Goodwin Tower Center for Political Studies, Southern Methodist University (SMU) 

❖ Samuel Morse, Howard and Martha Mitchel Professor, History of  Art and Asian Languages 
and Civilizations, Amherst College 

Japan-WG Members/Resource Persons:  

❖ MAESHIMA Kazuhiro, Professor, Sophia University 

❖ SAKURAI Tetsuya, Professor, University of  Tsukuba; U.S.-Japan Digital Innovation Hub 

❖ Kristopher Tate, President, General Development Officer and CEO, ConnectFree 
Corporation 

❖ HARA Hideki, Director of  Japan Studies, The Japan Foundation 

❖ KITAHARA Sachiko, Assistant Director, Cultural Affairs and Overseas Public Relations 
Division, Minister's Secretariat, MOFA 

❖ YANAI Eri, International Affairs Division, MEXT 

U.S. WG Members/Resource Persons:  

❖ Heather Joseph, Executive Director, SPARC  

❖ Roger Schonfeld, Vice President, Organizational Strategy, ITHAKA and Ithaka S+R  

file:///C:/Users/Airi_Kawano/Desktop/Internさん用フォルダ/第28回ERC%20REPORT/修正版++EDIT＋Japan　Secretariat++ERC+Report+3-13-18+clean.docx%23Appendices
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Membership of  CULCON 

U.S. CULCON 

Private Sector Members 

Chair 

Dr. Sheila A. Smith 
John E. Merow Senior Fellow for Asia 
Pacific Studies 
Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 

Panelists 

Mr. Trevor A. Dawes 
Vice Provost for Libraries and Museums 
and May Morris University Librarian 
University of Delaware 

Dr. Samuel Morse 
Howard and Martha Mitchel Professor of 
the History of Art and Asian Languages and 
Civilizations 
Amherst College 

Ms. M. Diana Helweg Newton 
Director of the Tower Scholars Program 
and Senior Fellow, John Goodwin Tower 
Center for Political Studies 
Southern Methodist University (SMU) 

Mr. Kenneth A. Siegel 
Partner 
Tokyo, Morrison & Foerster 

Dr. Cynthia Teniente-Matson 
President 
San Jose State University 

Dr. Jolyon Thomas 
Associate Professor of Religious Studies 
University of Pennsylvania 

Dr. William Tsutsui 
Chancellor and Professor of History 
Ottawa University 

Ms. Shay Youngblood 
Author 

Public Sector Members 

Nasser Paydar 
Assistant Secretary of Education for Post-
Secondary Education 
U.S. Department of Education 

Lee Satterfield 
Assistant Secretary of State for Educational 
and Cultural Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 

Daniel J. Kritenbrink 
Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian 
and Pacific Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 

Honorary Member 

Hon. Caroline Kennedy 
Former U.S. Ambassador to Japan 

  

https://culcon.jusfc.gov/about-us/membership/sheila-smith/
https://culcon.jusfc.gov/about-us/membership/trevor-dawes/
https://culcon.jusfc.gov/about-us/membership/samuel-morse/
https://culcon.jusfc.gov/about-us/membership/m-diana-helweg-newton/
https://culcon.jusfc.gov/about-us/membership/kenneth-siegel/
https://culcon.jusfc.gov/about-us/membership/cynthia-teniente-matson/
https://culcon.jusfc.gov/about-us/membership/jolyon-thomas/
https://culcon.jusfc.gov/about-us/membership/william-bill-tsutsui/
https://culcon.jusfc.gov/about-us/membership/shay-youngblood/
https://eca.state.gov/about-bureau/senior-leadership
https://www.state.gov/biographies/daniel-j-kritenbrink/
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Japan CULCON 

Private Sector Members 

Chair 

SASAE Kenichiro 
President, The Japan Institute of 
International Affairs (JIIA) 

Vice Chair 

KUBO Fumiaki 
President, National Defense Academy of 
Japan 

Panelists 

AKITA Hiroyuki 
Commentator, Nikkei Inc. 

KOBAYASHI Izumi 
Former CEO and Executive Vice President 
of the Multilateral Investment Guarantee 
Agency (MIGA) 

SATO Yuri 
Executive Vice President, The Japan 
Foundation 

SHIMATANI Hiroyuki 
President, National Institutes for Cultural 
Heritage 
Executive Director, Kyushu National 
Museum 

SUGIURA Yasuyuki 
Managing Director, Toyo Bunko (The 
Oriental Library) 

TAKAHASHI Yuko 
President, Tsuda University 

TSUCHIYA Motohiro 
Vice-President for Global Engagement and 
Information Technology, Keio University 
Professor, Keio University Graduate School 
of Media and Governance 

Public Sector Members 

Ex-Officio Members 

ARIMA Yutaka 
Director-General, North American Affairs 
Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

KANAI Masaaki 
Director-General for Cultural Affairs, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

WATANABE Masami 
Assistant Minister / Director-General for 
International Affairs, Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology. 

Advisor 

ASO Yutaka 
Chairman, Aso Corporation and Aso 
Cement Co., Ltd. 

KATO Ryozo 
Former Ambassador to the United States, 
Former Chair of CULCON Japan Panel 

 

https://www.jpf.go.jp/culcon/e/about/member_profile.html#sasae
https://www.jpf.go.jp/culcon/e/about/member_profile.html#kubo
https://www.jpf.go.jp/culcon/e/about/member_profile.html#akita
https://www.jpf.go.jp/culcon/e/about/member_profile.html#kobayashi
https://www.jpf.go.jp/culcon/e/about/member_profile.html#sato
https://www.jpf.go.jp/culcon/e/about/member_profile.html#shimatani
https://www.jpf.go.jp/culcon/e/about/member_profile.html#sugiura
https://www.jpf.go.jp/culcon/e/about/member_profile.html#takahashi
https://www.jpf.go.jp/culcon/e/about/member_profile.html#tsuchiya
https://www.jpf.go.jp/culcon/e/about/member_profile.html#kobe
https://www.jpf.go.jp/culcon/e/about/member_profile.html#kanai
https://www.jpf.go.jp/culcon/e/about/member_profile.html#okamura
https://www.jpf.go.jp/culcon/e/about/member_profile.html#aso
https://www.jpf.go.jp/culcon/e/about/member_profile.html#kato

