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Ms. Misako Ito currently serves as Secretary-General of the Japan CULCON
Secretariat. Her early career started at Toshi Shuppan, Publishers as an editor of
numerous books on international relations as well as on arts and culture of modern and
contemporary Japan, including editing a monthly journal, 7okyo-jin, which was then
commissioned by Tokyo Metropolitan Government. Ms. Ito’s involvement with Gaiko
Forum, a monthly journal on foreign affairs, then supported by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan (MOFA), started from its inception in 1988. Sixteen years of her
experience in Gaiko Forum, including five years as Editor-in-Chief, helped her create a
network in the world of intellectual exchange, and that brought her to the Japan
Foundation as the first Managing Director from the private sector at the newly
established Information Center (JFIC) at the Japan Foundation HQs in 2004.
Appointed as Counselor at the Embassy of Japan in the U.S. in December 2006, she also
served as Director of the Japan Information and Culture Center (JICC) of the Embassy
of Japan in Washington D.C. until January 2011. It was followed by another three years’
posting as Director of the Japan Foundation, Los Angeles (JFLA). During her two
postings in the U.S. over seven years, she launched new programs with more focus on
grass-roots, community-based programs engaging younger generations in the region.
While her tenure in Los Angeles, she also covered all fifty states in terms of promoting
Japanese language education, including the annual operations of Japanese Language
Proficiency Test (JLPT) in the U.S.

After a brief stint as Director of Global Japan Initiative at the UCLA’s Paul Terasaki
Center for Japanese Studies in Los Angeles from April to May in 2014, she joined MOFA
from June in 2014 and was posted in Singapore as Director of Japan Creative Centre
(JCC) and as Counsellor of Embassy of Japan in Singapore. During her two-and-a -half
years in Singapore, she further developed bilateral cultural and people-to-people

exchange programs and led the planning and implementation of various events related



to the 50th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations between Singapore and Japan (SJ50) in
2016.
Ms. Ito holds a B.A. degree from Tsuda College in American Studies.
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