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Introduction

The US-Japan Conference on Cultural and Educational Interchange (CULCON) convened for
CULCON XXI on November 20-21, 2003 in Sendai, Miyagi Prefecture. Taking advantage of this
opportunity, it held a symposium on November 19, on the issue of "Role of Citizens in Dialogue
among Civilizations" to have a productive discussion with local people engaged or interested in
activities for international exchanges.

In 2001, the year designated by the UN as the "Year of Dialogue among Civilizations", the world
was rocked by the September 11 terrorist attacks, making the necessity for such dialogue all too
clear. The event has accelerated efforts to promote dialogue and deepen understanding between
differing civilizations.

Genuine dialogue requires civilizations to deepen mutual understanding by their distinguishing
features to each other and understanding each other's value systems and world views. With actors
on the world stage proliferating, nation states are not the only units with key roles to play in inter-
civilization dialogue. Important roles are also expected for local government bodies and private
organizations including various NPOs and NGOs in transcending national borders to work on
globalization.

With this in mind, members of both the U.S. and Japanese CULCON panels and a lot of
interested local participants at this symposium had fruitful discussions and shared viewpoints on
how we can bring about a better understanding and harmonious coexistence among peoples with
diverse cultural background and how we as citizens contribute to this aim. The following is a
report of the symposium.
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About CULCON

The US-Japan Conference on Cultural and
Educational Interchange (CULCON), comprised
of representatives from the Japanese and US
governments and from business, academe and
other aspects of public life, was formed in 1961 on
the basis of an agreement between President
Kennedy and Prime Minister Ikeda. Since then,
CULCON has met every other year basically in
Washington D.C. and Tokyo by turns, serving to
focus official and public attention in both
countries on the vital cultural and educational
underpinnings of the bilateral relationship.
CULCON XXTI is held for the third time away from
national capitals, in Sendai, Miyagi Prefecture,
following CULCON XIX in Okinawa and CULCON
XX in Los Angeles.

0 U.S. Panell]

Dr. Richard J. Samuels (Proffessor, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology)

Dr. Amy V. Heinrich (Director, C.V. Starr East Asian
Library, Columbia University)

Dr. Richard E. Dyck (President, TCS Japan KK)

Dr. Linda K. Kerber (May Brodbeck Professor in
Liberal Arts, University of lowa)

Mr. Regge Life (Executive Director, Global Film
Network, Inc)

Mr. Frank P. Stanek (President, International
Business Development Universal Studios Recreation Group,
Universal Studios)

Dr. Patricia G. Steinhoff (Professor, Department of
Sociology, University of Hawaii)

Hon. Patricia S. Harrison (Assistant Secretary for
Educational and Cultural Affairs US Department of State)

Hon. James A. Kelly (Assistant Secretary for East
Asian and Pacific Affairs, US Department of State)

Hon. Sally L. Stroup (Assistant Secretary for Post-
Secondary Education, US Department of Education)
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Opening Remarks

Sumiko Iwao

Chair of CULCON Japanese Panel
Professor, Musashi Institute of Technology

On convening the twenty-first plenary meeting of the US-Japan Conference on Cultural and
Educational Interchange (CULCON XXI) in the city of Sendai on November 20-21, 2003, we organize
a symposium in order to exchange opinions with local people who are engaged in international
exchanges and international cooperation.

CULCON was initiated by an agreement between President Kennedy and Prime Minister Ikeda in
1961. Since then, 12 panelists from each country, comprising representatives from the Japanese and
US governments and the private sectors, have met biennially to discuss a broad range of issues
concerning the cultural and educational exchanges between both the countries and present
recommendations to the governments and societies of Japan and the United States for improving such
exchanges. This year marks the twenty-first plenary meeting.

The Japan-US relations have undergone dramatic changes over the past forty year. First of al, due to
Japan's economic growth, the Japan-US relationship is considered to be a powerful influence on the
world economy as arelationship of the first and the second economic powers.

Besides, the current increase in globalization in every field urges us not to view the bilateral
relationship as such, but to regard it from a global perspective.

This background is partly the reason for choosing the current theme as "Role of Citizensin Dialogue
among Civilizations".

Asiswell known, since the terrorist attacks on the US two years ago, it has been widely publicized
that promoting dialogue among different cultures and different religions is of critical importance.
Various international conferences have been organized which were mainly presided upon by the
United Nations.

In this age, due to the development of IT technology any information spreads instantly across
national borders. However, | believe that "dialogue" is required not only among nations but also
among citizens so as to promote mutual understanding across different cultures.

What kind of actions are expected by the citizens? What kinds of international exchanges and
international contributions can we make? The symposium is a good opportunity for us to think about
such questions which concern ordinary people.

This year (2003) marks the 150th anniversary of Commodore Perry's visit to Shimoda, Japan, which
was followed by the official initiation of the Japan-US exchanges. From 2003 to 2004, a variety of
commemorative projects will be organized, both in Japan and the United States to celebrate the 150th
anniversary of the bilateral exchanges. This symposium is aso planned to be held as a part of the
events.

The current amicable relationship between Japan and the United States has been established through
many historic phasesin the past 150 years.

| believe that results achieved and historical lessons learnt from the exchanges between both countries
could provide valuable insights not only for the development of the bilateral relationship, but also for
broader international cooperation and world peace.

| strongly hope that the vigorous discussions held during the symposium will help to promote mutual
understanding and friendship between Japan and the United States and globally among nations. This
would additionally facilitate the active participation of ordinary citizens in such productive exchanges.
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What are the issues we truly need to discuss ?:
Toward a Better Understanding of
Culture and History Masakazu YamazaKi

Playwright
President, University of East Asia

Asyou are all aware, Sendai is a pioneering city in terms of Dialog among Civilizations. As long as
250 years before Commodore Perry came to Japan, Masamune Date, the lord of Sendai Clan, had sent
the overseas delegation to Rome with his retainer Tsunenaga Hasekura as leader of the mission. In fact,
the ship Tsunenaga Hasekura was on board was a Western-style vessel built only by Japanese ship-
builders. The ship was so rugged as to cross the Pacific Ocean and later be assigned to the Mexican
Navy for its use. Tsunenaga Hasekura then crossed the Atlantic Ocean to reach the European Continent.
| find it quite meaningful to hold this symposium in such ahistoric city.

Role of citizens or individuals in Dialogue among Civilizations is the theme of the symposium, but |
think that conflicts among civilizations have disappeared during the past 350 years, or 400 years since
Tsunenaga Hasekura visited Europe. Now the globe is covered by acivilization, called "M odernization".
Views of the world, our frame of mind to form these views, and basic code of conduct for human being
or the idea of political justice are now shared in the world. In other words, we human beings agree on
such norms. | would like to show you some specific examples of the norms so that you can understand
how and in what level | grasp the concept of Civilization.

First of all, we use Arabic numerals. We had Arabic numerals, Roman numerals and Eastern numerals
in the old days, but now we use Arabic numerals al over the world. In addition, formal logic, such as
syllogism is understood by everybody in the world. We universally use the same system of scales and
measures; centimeters for length, grams for weight and seconds for time. In some Anglo-Saxon
countries including the United States, however, they use the different type of measuresin their daily life.
But even American people are able to understand the CGS system.

Physical sciences, based on such numerals and logics, are accepted and shared among the world. But
for some exceptions, amost everybody in the world understands various laws of physical science.
Modern human beings understand the concept of industrial output, recognize modern medicine and
science of medicine, and make use of military technology based on such laws.

No matter how strongly someone hates Western or modern civilizations, he has to, ironically, depend
on modern military science if he wants to carry his point by terrorism. Look at the calendar we use,
which is based on Christian year. Bookkeeping, Corporate organizations, traffic and telecommunication
technologies, and furthermore, the current music notations based on the musical scales and laws of
perspective in drawing pictures; al of them are completely accepted al over the world.

Political humanism, democracy, or the principle of separation of church and state are not accepted by
all countries yet, but the world is certainly heading for such directions. The nations where their internal
politics are carried out based on religious belief, don't oppose the democratic process adopted in the
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United Nations as long as they are the members.

Today, one of the highest thresholds to divide nationsiis, | believe, languages. Languages are one of the
few which do not quite easily transcend nations or races. But | think it's rather rare that political
conflicts occur purely because of language differences.

The most serious conflicts in out time are not among civilizations but between civilization and
barbarism. Between civilized states and rogue states; law-abiding nations and terrorists. To top it al off,
it is quite interesting to note that even such conflicts are not conflicts of principles per se, but conflicts
of interpretations of the principles.

For instance, our neighborhood country, North Korea, is not at all a democratic country, | believe. But
her official country name is Democratic People's Republic of Korea. That means, North Korea shall be a
democratic country in principle, but the fact is they interpret "democracy” as authoritarianism of Kim
dynasty. And North Koreais now, very loudly, seeking "Humanitarian Relief."

Another example: some terrorists often use the term "anti-imperialism" to justify their violence.
However, the term "anti-imperialism” itself is one of the principles we all human beings seek to achieve.
Again, it is just the interpretation of a principle that makes the terrorists different from us normal
citizens. | believe, therefore, the Civilization has been fundamentally unified.

We have also been rapidly homogenized in terms of culture, which lies somewhat in a different sphere
from civilization, since the end of the 20th century. Our lifestyles, notions of beauty and favorite tastes
have been getting closer to each other as the globalization progresses. Music, arts, movies, fashions and
food culture cross borders almost instantly. Especially youth cultures, such as pop music, animated
cartoons and computer games spread quite quickly. Recently, Japanese youth culture is expanding to the
United States as well as to Asian countries."Pokemon" animated television series are on air in 35
countries.

In addition, more and more ordinary citizens make trips abroad. Foreign travel has become so popular
among people that they can directly appreciate and understand natural landscapes, manners and customs
of the cities, or even ancient artworks, which are placed in the museums and cannot be easily moved, of
al over the world.

The US, or American culture, has long been by far the front-runner in the globalization of culture.
American pop culture represented by Coca-cola, Hollywood, McDonald's, and the wave of motorization
seemed to dominate the world in the latter half of the 20th century. But at the end of the last century, the
globalization became more pluralistic in many ways. Not only America, or American culture dominates
the world, but other forces such as Asian countries, including Japan, and those in Europe have become
more influential in the motorization, food culture and fashions, etc. At the sametime, it isvery interesting to
find that "cultural imperialism", which was once often publicly talked of and criticized in every spot of the
world, concedled itself. In thefield of culture as well, we have much fewer regiona or racial confrontations.

The problem is that the globalization of cultures among ordinary people, which itself is quite good,
progresses in a fragmentary fashion, or only on a superficial level. The current "Information Society” is

19



Keynote Address [

20

cutting every cultural asset into small pieces to send them out one after another in large quantities. From
the recipient point of view, a deluge of information is passing before hisher eyes. As a result, we are
liable to overlook the linkages among the pieces of information or culture, and the meaning of it as a
whole. The linkages, which | call as "Context of Culture,” or comprehensive understanding on the
human society in asense, isnow, | believe, often lost sight of .

When we look at cause-effect relationships among cultures, we are likely to fail to follow the process
or context in which such relationship has been constructed and is working. Consequently, we may make
mistakes in reconsolidating the fragmented information into a context, i.e., reproduce a wrong context.
Or | may say that nationalism is aresult of that mistake.

For example, Japanese animations and J-pop music are spreading across the globe. If we are not very
careful, we would understand from this fact that traditional Japanese culture is finally accepted by the
world and find ourselves in taking too much pride in being the Japanese; this is wrong. We need to take
such phenomenon very camly by realizing that there is another context of young culture there. But we
find it difficult to follow that way of thinking.

Above all, the interpretation of history is the biggest problem to cause regional conflicts by provoking
modern nationalism. Especially each race or socia unit interprets the modern and contemporary history
self-righteously and is engaged in confrontations with each other. Such types of conflict continue
between Japan and South Korea, Japan and China, within Northern Ireland, or between African nations
and Western countries over slavery. And potentially there are conflicts among ethnic groups in
American societies. They are all conflicts of interpretations on history of the groups.

The most dangerous situations will be realized if such selfish interpretation of the history, connected
with "perverted" enculturation, leads to anti-foreignism, great-power ambition and parochia patriotism.
Recent years, even in Japan the question of revision of the Fundamental Law of Education has captured
the attention of the public. And some started to call for the revision or re-interpretation of the Japanese
history, which would provoke gratuitous patriotism.

| have discussed various factors behind the confrontations around the world. But regarding the
differences of interpretations of principles, including democracy and human rights, there is no room for
citizens asindividuals to intervene in the formation. First of all, so-called rogue states or terrorist group
don't recognize individuals. Accordingly, there is no room for comprehensible dialogue between
institutes and individuals. With regard to the hottest confrontations, we, civilized countries, have no
option but to contain them by whatever means necessary, including showing of strength. The effective
measures in this context are not the individuals, but military and diplomacy.

Dialogue among citizens as individuals is very effective and really desirable in confrontations of the
cultural globalization or interpretation in history. First of al, cultureis, in my definition, belongs to the
individual by nature. In contrast, civilization is the conceptual mores or traditional practices of society
as an institution. Civilization in essence spreads through organizations or institutions which are called
nations, as did in the past. If the civilization comes to influence every aspect of living habits of the
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individual, then it turns to be called a culture. Simply put, notations of Western music and the musical
instruments such as pianos are the representatives of "civilization." Then you will start to learn how to
play the piano, and come to the level at which you can play spontaneously. That is "culture." In this
way, culture is so closely connected to your body and soul that the individual plays a larger role in its
diffusion than civilization. Again, culture is living habits acquired in the individual-cognition
accumulated in the sensibilities of the individual, or the tendency of human recognition and behavior.

| used the term "enculturation” a few moments ago. Enculturation, or to grasp the culture as an
organized system is the process, in which the individual reflects his’her living habits acquired in itself,
and interpret and reconstruct them intellectually. Thereforeit is only the persuasiveness of the individual
that makes culture universal among people. And | believe that the interpretation of the history, which |
mentioned before, is supposed to be conducted by individuals.

In The Idea of History, the great Oxford philosopher and historian R.G. Collingwood discusses that
science is finding things out: and in that sense history is a science. History is comprised of actions of
individuals. Accordingly, difference of views among individuals is born, and an argument follows.
Through the argument, the shared views on the history among the individuals are to be constructed.
In other words, history could be universalized only when the individuals succeed in persuading each
other on the understanding, but not when the nations or some political factions decide it.

On Japanese modern history, for example, the individual scholars sincerely study the good things and
bad things freely and independently, and try to reach some mutual understandings. This is the proper
course of the study. It is fairly dangerous to define the interpretations at state level and bring them to
classroom situations. Because the modern war was the ideological war, it is natural that the
characteristics of the World War 11 are actually discussed at the political level. It was officially
recognized in Treaty of Peace with Japan that the war was Japan's mistake. Japan agreed to include the
clause in the treaty that she would not oppose and dispute the decision of the Tokyo Tribunal of War
Criminals. Therefore the legality of the decision is aready concluded at the political level. But at the
academic, or the individual level, it is still very possible to pursue various kinds of arguments.

The worst scenario is to try to reach the conclusion at state level, preventing the individuals from
arguing among them. In the future, we must create the environment where the intellectual civilians, as
individuals, are encouraged to share and tolerate different views on history among each other. What a
government can do is only limited to support such dialogues among the intellectual individuals, and to
establish the educational environment to cultivate intellectual citizens who can hold such dialogues.

Above adl, the U.S. and Japan are amongst the most free in speech and expression. Also both countries
encompass broad cultural diversity. In terms of huge global influence of her culture, the United Statesis
the most advanced country, and in this respect Japan has been gradually catching up in recent years.
Finally | believe that Japan can contribute to the sound progress of global society, by showing a
dialogue model through development of excellent leaders in the field of civilization, culture, and the
interpretations of our history.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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Sustaining Civil Society :

International Perspectives .
Linda K. Kerber

Professor,University of lowa

| am delighted to be here. We gather here today neither as legislators nor as tourists, but as
participants in organizations that are situated somewhere between the governmental and the individual.
We inhabit an intermediate space between the world of government and the private world of the family
that is sometimes called "civil society." We are part of an international social order that has become
addicted to "globalization." There are Starbucks in Roppongi and so many Camrysin my parking lot in
lowa City that | can't find my own most of the time. The usefulness of the local and the unique seems
sometimes to lose explanatory force. And individuals who thought they understood how to affect
political change in their own towns, their own cities, and their own nations can feel perplexed when
they contemplate the weight of international forces that weigh against us.

A classic figure in French drama is Moliére's "fool,” who is delighted to discover that he has been

speaking prose al hislife.
When | was invited to join the Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission, | thought it was a marvelous
opportunity to join an organization that had supported the joint work of the Japanese Association for
American Studies, the American Studies Association, and the Organization of American Historians. |
had only a fuzzy idea of CULCON and had no idea that | would be speaking about "globalization."
But we find ourselvesin an international context in which the term "globalization" is now flung around
with abandon, sometimes as a curse, sometimes as a blessing.

Forty years after the founding of CULCON, we are in a better position to appreciate the global flows
of power, capital, and culture. We are in a better position to understand our heritage and the nature of
opportunities lying before us. International flows have always run in many directions, but something
seems to be different now. The historian Charles Maier has suggested that the age of territoriality-the
age bounded by geographical space and marked by a frontier at the edge-is over. In the 19th and 20th
century bounded frontiers had provided the basis for material resources, political power, common
alegiance, and the great geo-political struggles of the era. However, in our time, information and
technology rather than territory constitute the basis of economic and political power. Allegiance to the
state gives way to new forms of identity and new forms of global conflict.

As described this way, there seems little for individuals to do while global sources of identity, faith,
and consumption sweep over us. | think that it is very encouraging to hold our meeting today in
Sendai, where the Ombudsman Movement began in Japan, and where engaged citizens first identified
government corruption, mobilized to reveal that corruption, and invented a structure which enabled
them to affect reforms. The concept of the Ombudsman developed first in Sweden and spread among
politically informed citizens groups throughout Japan. In Japan and elsewhere, it is now the link
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between irresponsible force and active citizenship. Individuals, whose power and authority are modest,
can in this way exercise great public authority. In my own university, we have an Ombudsman to
protect us against the university administration.

Another transformation of practice of democratic citizenship is laws guaranteeing citizens right of
access to the information the government collects. A Freedom of Information Act establishes a new
threshold requirement, and any government, that wishes to be understood as a democracy, must meet
this. The concept of freedom of information is a relatively new one in the postwar generation, and it
fundamentally changes the relationship between officials and ordinary citizens. It sustains the ability
of citizens to make demands on the state. It establishes the responsibility of public officials to respond.
The first freedom of information ordinance in Japan was passed just about 20 years ago in Kanagawa
Prefecture. | am pleased to note that studies of both the Ombudsman and the FOIA in Japan by
Lawrence Repeta have been supported by the Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission.

A third important strategy for collective citizen action in the service of civil society and democratic
values has been embodied in the women who are called "bicycle citizens" -housewives of a northern
Tokyo suburb, which was studied recently by a sociologist. Instead of driving large cars on main
highways, they used their bicycles in aleys that connect homes, streets, schools, gathering places and
routes that are invisible to policy makers and sociologists. Those bicycle citizens built vigorous
networks in social communities, food cooperatives and a variety of social services. Like Ombudsmen
and users of freedom of information, all are active ways in which citizens can engage in the
unheralded work sustaining democracies. They are models for cosmopolitan democracy, which we
need to devel op as resistance to dehumanizing global forces.

In this global age where information and technology are the basis of economic and political power,
and where culture is the key to global conflict, we need to seek what the historian Akira Iriye of
Harvard University has called "global consciousness in a global community.” Against the great sweep
of destructive global forces, we must stand the creative, democratic and sustaining forces of civil
society. The Cold War itself was a globalizing force enveloping the whole world with networks of
alliances and military bases. Against those forces, non-governmental and grassroots citizens
movements played a contrapuntal role. Even during the worst of the Cold War, groups like Doctors
without Borders or Women Strike for Peace tried to move the world away from a bipolar division and
superpower confrontation toward an independent community devising an alternative definition of
international affairs.

CULCON was formed in this context and in the faith that solid intellectual and cultural
understanding is key to stable international relationship. Located as we are in state agencies, the U.S.
Department of State, the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, we are unusual in drawing citizens
from the academic and professional sectors into cultural work. We are part of a vast growth of
intergovernmental organizations and we are nested in a larger universe of non-governmental
organizations devoted to cultural exchange, humanitarian relief, human rights, environmentalism and
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peace. We in CULCON flourish in a neighborhood inhabited by the Japan/US Education Commission,
the Fulbright Program, the Japan Foundation and its Center for Global Partnership and UNESCO.

In the early 19th century, Alexis de Tocqueville identified voluntary organizations as the distinctive
characteristic of American democracy. When Fredrick Jackson Turner linked democracy to open land
in the frontier, he missed the more important point. Democracy emerges from process, from the
experience of democratic practice. The frontier is only one possible precondition among many, as the
experience of intensely settled Japan shows. It turns out that democracy is not about territory but about
experience of democratic practice.

| want to mention 3 ways in which grassroots democratic citizen action can weave an international
safety net.

First, | think of the Lucky Dragon incident of 1954 when the U.S. government tested hydrogen
bombs near Bikini and failed to warn away a Japanese fishing vessel. The crew as you remember was
exposed to radiation. One member died. While the Japanese government relied on traditional quiet
negotiation, grassroots organizations that were not affiliated with political parties launched a petition
drive in Japan, a world conference in Hiroshima and permanent non-governmental organizations to
resist the spread of nuclear weapons. One of the organizations that emerged from these events, the
"Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs® won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1995.

Second, in the great disaster of the Kobe earthquake of 1995, non-profit organizations proved far
more nimble than the government itself, and recovery was dependent on the outpouring of voluntary
support and funding. This experience prompted new legidation in Japan. By 1998 the special non-
profit activities law removed many constraints on the activities of voluntary associations facilitating
what was aready under way. Non-profit support centers have emerged to assist emerging groups, and
Takashi Sato, the executive director of the Hokkaido NPO promotion conference, regards them as a
new form of social organization.

Finally 1 would suggest that one of the major defining features of our era of globalization is the
struggle for women's citizenship. Throughout the globe, women have inherited legal codes and
religious traditions that constrain their authority in their families, their ability to control economic
resources, and their agency as civic actors. The force of these codes varies but even in countries where
they are now weak, they have been weakened relatively recently as historians count time. In the era of
the American Revolution at marriage the husband gained virtually complete control over the body of
his wife. He had sexual access to her almost absolutely, and controlled her property. No matter how
much property she brought to the marriage, she was only entitled to automatically inherit one-third of
the movable property and more only if he offered it to her. The practices of the Taliban extreme as they
are, prompt a shock of recognition all over the globe. It is precisely because women have faced so
much skepticism, hostility and life-threatening risk in their home nations when they seek to be part of
international civil society that their need for support, legitimacy and inspiration from trans-national
ideas, movements and organizations is so great.
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Women particularly have an enormous and often desperate need for a vital democratic civil society.
About 55 years ago, after a struggle to establish it, the first United Nations Commission on the Status
of Women had to struggle to name the issues that it would study. Some of the strategies of
international feminism with which we are most familiar were devised by that Commission. You don't
know about it probably because it itself was a victim of the Cold War. The work of that commission
was left to be done over and over again notably in the U.N. Decades for Women, the U.N. conferences
of the 1970's and 80's and 90's. The United Nations Convention against all forms of Discrimination
against women was not passed until 20 years after the founding of the U.N. And most signatories
signed with major reservations.

At adistance of 50 years, it is possible to appreciate the force of the resistance those members faced.
It is not only that terms like sexual harassment or domestic violence had not been invented -- those
terms were invented by citizens groups in the 1970s -- but most of their colleagues doubted that
discrimination against women existed at all. However, they had an expanse of agenda that we have
inherited included equal political rights; challenged the vulnerability of women to statelessness;
demanded equal educational opportunity and the closing of the illiteracy gap; asked for economic
equality in the work place and in inheritance rights; named prostitution as oppression, not sexual
expression; and aviolation of human rights.

The themes of that original U.N. Commission's agenda remained vibrant in our own time. They are
now embodied in Sadako Ogata, until recently the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees, who made
her career out of just the kind of bilateral cultural and educational exchange that we in CULCON seek
to foster. She was educated in Japan, and arrived at Berkley just in time for the upheavals of the free
speech movement. She shifted between the world of thought and the world of public involvement in
the United States and in Japan, and served with distinction as the U.N. High Commissioner for
Refugees in 1991, making as her mission the creation of the conditions for civil society, for the most
desperate inhabitants of our planet.

One other example before | close. Progressive movements among Muslim women who challenge the
most extreme forms of gender stratification and discrimination, has been able to draw strength from
international women's grassroots movements. Some gathered in the network of Women Living Under
Muslim Law, others linked to European, Asian and American human rights communities. And when
they organize as grassroots citizen action, they do it at grave risk sometimes in the face of death. When
they succeed, it is often because non-governmental organizations have inserted themselves as
intermediaries between vulnerable individuals and the state. It is not unusual for them to have made
the difference between imprisonment and freedom.

Professor Iwao will not tell you this herself in her introduction, but she is herself very much part of
this work, a member of the advisory council on assistance to Afghan women and the head of the
Japanese delegation to Women 2000 in this special session of the U.N. General Assembly.

This year's Nobel Prize winner is Shirin Ebadi, an Iranian lawyer and human rights activist who has
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saw it often at grave personal risk to promote peaceful democratic solutions to serious social problems.
When women citizen groups sent more than 20,000 unwelcome activists to join the official
representatives at Beijing in 1995, they made the statement that women's rights are human rights, a
statement that is still a dangerous statement in much of the world.

| would like to tell you in the end that globalization is a too broad term. It means too many things to
too many people. It can be taken to mean international institutions like the World Bank, consumer
products that are marketed internationally like Nike shoes or Japanese Anime Films, non-
governmental organizations like Doctors Without Borders or Women United against Muslim Law. It
sometimes seems to me in the expansion of American hegemony across the globe. But we can turn it
into aword that demands modesty.

In the United States and in Japan scholars are busy internationalizing American studies, avoiding
territoriality, and emphasizing human connection. CULCON is devoted to the principle; its solid
intellectual and cultural understanding must be key to stable international relationships. Only recently
Lisa Anderson, the President of the Middle East Historical Association mourned the fragility of
scholarly exchange in the Middle East and the loss of academic freedom in the region. Here we are
devoted to protecting academic freedom and scholarly exchange.

A few years ago the sociologist Mike Featherstone wrote, "One paradoxical consequence of the
process of globalization is not to produce homogeneity but to familiarize us with greater diversity.” It
is not too much to claim for ourseves in CULCON and in organizations like it, credit for helping to
expand understanding of diversity, to expand definitions of who counts in democratic culture and in
that way to do our part to construct an aternative history of international relations. We participate in an
on-going revitalization of the practices of citizenship. Our only weapons are ideas, a sense of
commitment, a willingness to voluntary service. We do not spend money on arms, we hope for
democratic civilized societies, it isamission wein CULCON embrace with pride.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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Comment 1

Shiro Asano

Governor, Miyagi Prefecture

We are very happy to welcome you here to Miyagi Prefecture for CULCON XXI, with its long
history and tradition. We understand that this is the second time for CULCON in Japan, to hold the
plenary session outside of Tokyo. | sincerely appreciate your presence today on behalf of the 2.37
million residents of Miyagi Prefecture.

Before coming here, | was asked by Asahi Shinbun to give some comments on legislations to protect
civilians. The legislations include bills on how to cope with military attack situations. The legislation
to deal with military emergencies, under which Japan may receive attacks from abroad in various
ways, was passed for the first time since World Wer 1.

How would the assets and lives of residents of Miyagi Prefecture be protected in such emergency
situations? The legislations for the situations have not been prepared yet, but Asahi Shinbun somehow
heard about a draft and requested my comments.

Accordingly | have to think about what a nation is, or what a national border is. | just heard in the
Keynote Speeches on civilizations, cultures, or Japan-US cultures that there aren't any borders or
territories anymore. Prior to that, | was requested to comment on the legislation to protect the citizens
of our nation. Now | stand here, before you, overcome by deep emotion. We cannot but be sensitive
about the borders or territories when we face matters of national security.

Let metell you a personal story. | am now 55 years old. About 40 years ago, when | was just aboy in
the third grade of junior high school, | heard some 'cool' music playing in arecord store. The song was
"Follow That Dream" by Elvis Presley. | fell for Elvis straight away. | was a little bit too young for
"Heartbreak Hotel. Follow That Dream" was my first acquaintance with Elvis Presley.

| had already been attracted by American pop music, but my encounter with Elvis Presley was totally
different. Hewasmy idol. | loved him from the bottom of my heart. My infatuation with Elvis Presley
directed me, like a gravitational pull, to an interest in his country, the United States of America. As
stated in my profile, | stayed in the United States as a student. But actually | went there not because |
wanted to study. | strongly wanted to visit the country that produced Elvis Presley; the United States of
America. That's the only reason. Staying in the United States changed my life. Therefore, that song,
Elvis Presley's "Follow That Dream" changed my life. I'm still following the dream.

If some of you are staying in Sendai tonight, please tune in to the FM broadcast of 76.2MHz at 7
o'clock in the evening. You will hear a unique program, of which | am the disk jockey. | spin only
Elvis Presley's songs. And | talk only about Elvis Presley. | have been doing this for 5 years now. Elvis
was my fateful encounter with American culture. | don't have any intension of drawing conclusions
from my personal experiences, but cultureis, | believe, comprised of such things.
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We Japanese have the baseball player, Mr. Matsui, or Godzilla as he is also known. That he is
performing well in the New York Yankees means a lot, beyond just baseball, to many people in terms
of cultura impact. And we had Ichiro before him. American people "root" for them, too. When we ask
ourselves what globalization is, the question to consider is, "How can Mr. Matsui, or Ichiro is doing so
extraordinarily well in the Mgjor League in their early years?"

It is because baseball is played with the same rules in both Japan and the United States. Even though
Japan is far across the sea from the United States, Mr. Matsui and Ichiro play baseball with the same
rules. Did we change the rules in Japan to accommodate our small status? Did we abolish stolen bases,
and walking not with four but six balls? No. We use the same four balls, three strikes, and three outs.

A few years ago, a Japanese trader realized an extraordinary loss had occurred at the New York
branch office of a commercial bank. Why? Because the rules were different. The financial industry in
Japan, which he belonged to, didn't have any competition at that time. If we compare it to baseball,
that industry doesn't even have a distinction such as that between Major and Minor Leagues.

In Japan, we had the "5-3-3-2 rule" for the investment of financial assets. This rule made it a
requirement for institutional investors such as trust banks, to invest at least half their fund's assets be in
yen-denominated fixed-income instruments, while no more than 30 percent could be allocated to
domestic stocks or foreign assets, which was overprotective for investors.

Japanese investors had long been making such investments until a few years ago. There was actually
arule in the Japanese financial community like the regulation on the depth of a children's swimming
pool, which states that the depth should be less than 50 cm! Why did they have such arule? Because a
"swimmer" would drown without it. When a person who had never swum in a swimming pool with a
depth of more than 50 cm went to New York, he felt asif he were in a bottomless swamp. That's why
he drowned. Thistoo isakind of culture.

Globalization may not be ingrained in the consciousness as a culture per se, until it is participated in
to same degree. "Culture” can be respect, or longing for, or a strong sense of wanting to take care of
somebody or something, such as mine toward Elvis Presley. | came to love American people through
Elvis Presley, just as | came to love British people through the Bestles. Yes, thisis a culture. | don't
know through whom the Japanese will become loved, but at least | can say thisisa"culture.”

| would like to close my speech by mentioning NGOs and NPOs. In Japan, these activities are
regarded as equivalent to so called volunteer activities. This is another kind of culture. | aways say
that "Borantia" (volunteer) is a Japanese word. It is supposed to mean "volunteer”, which is
pronounced differently to "Borantia". That isto say, "Volunteer" and "Borantia' are different.

How is the word "Borantia' (volunteer, or volunteerimg) interpreted in Japan? American people
would be surprised to find out. Borantia (volunteering) is essentially "doing something for free." |
come here today as a"Borantia" (volunteer), and am not getting paid in the Japanese sense.

But this is not the point. | have come here as a volunteer; That is, of my own will. "Volunteer"
originally meant "Volunteer Soldier"-they were actually paid for their voluntary services. Dr. Kerber
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introduced the voluntary support of NPOs at the time of the Kobe earthquake. Thisis the real meaning
of "volunteer" or "volunteering,” which has nothing at all to do with compensation. | aways translate
the word "Borantia" (volunteering) for Japanese people as a "strong compulsive need to help others.”
Compulsive need from within your heart. Something strong from within you drives you to help, no
matter what others say. That's the real meaning of volunteering. Do you not feel something similar
sometimes?

It is like the power of love. The more earnestly others try to keep you from loving, the more strongly
you are attracted to it. Volunteering is, | believe, asimilarly compulsive drive within our hearts.

Thank you for your attention.
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Takashi Inoguchi

Professor, University of Tokyo

The Keynote Addresses by Dr. Kerber and Dr. Yamazaki made me think anew about civilization and
civil society.

| attended a conference on inter-civilization hosted by UNESCO last July. One of the themes of a
section meeting at the conference was how and what we can do, other than at state or government
level, to ease conflicts among nations, races or tribes if they break out. | introduced there an activity
conducted by a Japanese NGO, which brought Israeli and Palestinian war-affected children to a
Japanese family with children and had them spend aweek or two in atotally peaceful setting. | think it
is easier for us to understand the characteristics of the civilizations by distinguishing cultures of
understanding, compromising and sharing from those of war and conflict, rather than classifying
civilizations based on race or language. My presentation at the UNESCO meeting in New Delhi in July
2003 can be seen in the website of UNESCO. (* See appendix.)

Approaching the Dialogue among Civilizations not from the perspective of race or language, but of
characteristics attached to each civilization, such as "War Culture", "Peace Culture”, " Accommodating
Culture", or "Easy-to-Conflict Culture”, may enable nongovernmental organizations, other than at state
or government level, to play a certain role by taking initiatives. Even though, | must admit, it is still
unclear that to what extent this approach practically works.

| speciaize in politics, or social science, which typicaly has little to do with grass-roots activities.
Regarding civil society, however, | recently had an opportunity to make a public opinion survey for
ordinary people in Asian societies, including the Japanese. How do ordinary citizens go about their
daily lives? What kind of problems do they have? What consumer durables do they want to purchase
once enough money is accumulated? Would they choose to hire their relatives if other conditions were
the same? We asked these kinds of questions in different countries, including Uzbekistan, Sri Lanka,
India, Myanmar, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Korea, China, and Japan. That was a not easy.
Because the previous public opinion surveys had been usually conducted in the United States,
Europe, Japan, Korea, Philippine and India. But this time we decided to include Myanmar. We also got
the permission to conduct the survey in Uzbekistan, Vietham and China under the condition that the
survey would be executed by academic representatives. As such, it is very possible for NGOs and
scholarsto carry out ajoint project on matters of mutual concern and interest. In January | plan to hold
a symposium in Tokyo based on the result of the survey, asking scholars in 10 countries to write
profiles of the countries.

Civil Society is, in my opinion a foundation, on which we will undertake something very specific
from our workplace, or the field in which we are interested. | believe that this approach will help us
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deepen mutual understanding and ease conflicts among each other to some extent. The fact is,
however, we will always have to face some kind of conflicts as long as we, human beings, live. But
whether we can cope with the conflicts well or not, | believe, fully depends on our daily contacts, or
continuous efforts to understand each other.

The opinion survey in which | was involved was not easy to proceed in many ways, such as its
English trandations, etc. As we worked on the project in accordance with the local situations, with
discussing with the scholars of the respective countries, we came to learn that 'conflicts' or 'gaps
among different cultures are quite troublesome. Graduate students and foreign students working on the
survey also understood the difficulties, and the project itself turned out to be the practice ground of
cross-cultural interactions. | hope that NGOs will actively address this kind of joint activities more in
the future.

I made my comments on the Keynote Addresses based on my recent two experiences. Thank you for
your attention.
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Appendix
A Couple of Specific Policy Proposals
to Inculcate a Culture of Non-Violence
among War-Affected Children
Takashi Inoguchi

Professor of Political Science, University of Tokyo
former Assistant Secretary of General, United Nations
email address: inoguchi@ioc.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Presented at the Inter-Ministerial Conference on the Dialogue among Civilizations, co-organized by
the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization and the Government of India,
New Delhi, July 9-10, 2003

Let me express my gratitude to the two co-organizers, the Government of India and the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization for undertaking this timely and very important
conference process. | focus on a couple of specific policy proposals to inculcate a culture of non-
violence among war-affected children.

The UNESCO Charter famously enshrines its culture of non-violence, stating:
War comes out of the mind of men.

What we should endeavor is to think about how to reshape the mind of men when men are so severely
negatively affected by war and violence. Those whose loved ones, neighbors and friends were killed in
were killed in war and violence need to be rescued because many of them are haunted by the trauma
and some of them develop the deep distrust of men and the strong inclination to use force in the
settlement of disputes.

| propose that we focus on children in our endeavor to help reshape this mindset by reducing their
trauma: firstly because they are most vulnerable to war and violence along with to famine, infection
and divorce of parents; secondly because they are more malleable, i.e., more capable of learning. In
other words, children have huge potentials and high risks. In this brief presentation | propose two
specific action schemes of education and culture of non-violence among war-affected children.

—Create a scheme of international NGOs to bring war-affected children to families with children and
have them spend time together in family, school and a summer camp for a week or two. An example
exists. A Japanese NGO has brought Palestinian and Israeli war-affected children around 10 years old
to a Japanese family with children and have them spend a week or two in al family, school and
volunteer activities together with Japanese children of a host family. The beauty of the proposed
schemeis: (1) Palestinian and Isragli children spend time with a third party family in atotally peaceful
setting; (2) the scheme is conducted on a small scale. Small is beautiful after al since that makes the
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scheme more feasible; (3) The scheme enables one to monitor the development of children about their
aspiration, apprehension, family, school, career, marriage, children and happiness.

—Create a scheme of international NGOs and member state governments to send teachers who accord
professional skills to war-affected children whether it is English, judo, computer science, accounting,
and health science. A number of examples do exist in a variety of schemes conducted by NGOs and
various governments, for instance, in Afghanistan. The beauty of the proposed scheme is. (1) The
scheme is to induce war-affected children to less-war-related life and career. Many children-soldiers
are continuously born and killed because that is virtualy the only life and career they have seen and
experienced. They are destined to live a life evolving around war. They cannot get out of its vicious
circle. We must help them stop its vicious circle; (2) the scheme is useful in building an economic
basis of a society which has less to do with war, crime, and drugs. War-devastated societies often times
do not have a strong economic basis on which war-affected population can survive without being
engaged with all sorts of crimesincludingillicit drug production and trade and forced prostitution.

With such schemes will the UNESCO's International Decade of a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence
for the Children of the World (2001-2010) be further enhanced toward its achievement.

Thank you.
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Sally L. Stroup

Assistant Secretary for Postsecondary Education
US Department of Education

I would like to talk about the role of education. | think that education is a very important key to
develop inter-civilization dialogue.

This week in the United States, we are celebrating International Education Week, in which
international exchange programs and activities are promoted in universities, and in elementary and
secondary schools. Our Secretary of Education challenged schools. he wants them to equip children
with the necessary skills and knowledge to be responsible members of the world community. That is
the right goal to set, when it comes to developing dialogues among civilizations from an educational
point of view. We know that the goal can be accomplished by giving children a solid foundation for
other cultures, languages, and histories, or through an exchange of teachers, faculty administrators, and
students. As we provide that foundation for our children, we build and develop stronger relationships
with other countries. That is part of the goa that we are al trying to accomplish as we worry about
distressing world issues.

The description in the program of this symposium includes a sentence that is the very key for our
discussion. It says "genuine dialogue requires civilizations to deepen mutual understanding by
explaining their distinguishing features to each other and understanding each other's value systems and
world views".

What better way can we accomplish this than through programs like this symposium? What better way
can we accomplish those goals than through an exchange of students so that they have chances to
understand other cultures, see them first hand, and live them every day?

There are wide range of channels to promote citizen's interactions, such as bilateral organizations like
CULCON, international organizations like UNESCO, and non-governmental, governmental, or
academic institutions. | think we should try to take advantage of these existing channels for further
genuine dialogue among citizens.

Thank you.
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Comment 4

Richard E. Dyck

President, TCS Japan KK

Listening to Governor Asano made me think. | was trying to figure out what got me interested in
Japan, comparable to Elvis Presley did for hisinterest in the United States. | have been in Japan most
of the time since 1965. My interest in Japan was sparked off by a recording of Toru Takemitsu, which
was the first Japanese music | had ever heard. Through that | then got interested and watched many
Japanese movies in the United States, not only the classical Japanese films for which Takemitsu did
the musical scores, but also popular films and through this | in turn became a big fan of a popular
actress, Wakako Sakai. If | hadn't encountered her, | probably wouldn't have ended up spending my
lifein Japan. Thank you for reminding me of that.

Since | am the only person on this panel from the business community, I'll give my presentation from
a business standpoint. Generally speaking, in international communications, people in the business
world do better than people in academics or the government sector. The purpose of international
communications in business is generally to produce an output - a product, a sale of a product, a joint
venture, etc.; unlike academia, emotions must be controlled because it is vital to get along with
customers and employeesin order to achieve the desired outcome.

| trandated a book a few years ago by Tsuyoshi Kawanishi, the former vice-president of Toshiba. He
is also the founder of Tohoku Semicon, the joint venture between Motorola and Toshibain Sendai. He
isa Christian and in his book he talks about a trip he took to Israel, the Holy Land. He was impressed
and delighted to see firsthand the holy sights of Bethlehem, Nazareth and Jerusalem and its environs.
However, underlying this he saw that many of these places were separated by barbed wire and he read
about many people being killed in "Holy Wars" there. In contrast, on the same trip, he attended a semi-
conductor conference in Los Angeles on his back way to Japan. The conference was attended by
executives from the world's leading semiconductor manufacturers, many of whom are competing with
each other, such as Toshiba, NEC, Intel, Motorola and AMD, the conference was convivia and
participants got along well. In the book, Kawanishi notes the irony that religion, which should bring
people together, has created separations and strained relations; while in business, where people are
competing, you make good friends. As a matter of fact, | was just at a semi- conductor conference last
week with Mr. Kawanishi, and | remain convinced that in business you really have to learn to
communicate well with each other.

The way people of different cultures deal with each other is changing so rapidly through the Internet
that we lose perception of the change. As an example, let me relate an incident. There was a collision
near Hainan Island a couple of years ago between a US reconnaissance aircraft and a Chinese military
jet, and the pilot of the Chinese plane died, and the passengers from the reconnaissance aircraft, all
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American military personnel, were detained in Hainan. | was with my company's Chinese employees
in the U.S. when that happened. They listened to CNN and President Bush, who described the incident
as a "hostage crisis’'. My Chinese colleagues just couldn't believe it and they immediately checked on
their Chinese websites to get the Chinese version of the crisis, which called a "spy plane crisis".
Nowadays, anyone can get access to instant information through the Internet anywhere in the world
and we can also get different sources and different versions of it. However, | don't think we yet really
understand how the way we perceive each other and the way we communicate with each other will
change through the use of the Internet.

One question | think we should ask ourselves as we go into an international conference such as
CULCON is what we expect the desired outcome of the conference to be. Will the participants from
the respective countries only have explained their mutual sides to one another? Or will they come out
and have created new opinions, new ideas, new information, and a new amalgamation? The aim is for
the latter, which requires communicating with one another and listening to one another, but it is not
easy, because each culture has a different way of communicating. The next step is how to use
communication to cross cultures.

For international dialogue, it is necessary to create and nurture different types of leaders. For
example, Inazo Nitobe was regarded as one of Japan's first international bridges to foreign culture. He
was educated in the United States, was married to an American, and was also a member of the Quaker
church. | am a great fan of Nitobe and have read a lot of hiswritings. In my view, the most important
role he took was to explain Japan overseas. In fact, during the last two years of his life, after the
Manchurian Incident, he went to the United States, giving speeches in an effort to get Americans to
understand what Japan was doing in Manchuria. He devoted himself to serving as a spokesman for
Japan. Another important figure is, as Dr. Kerber mentioned, Sadako Ogata. She is not only a
spokesperson for Japan, but aworld spokesperson. We need both people who can articulately represent
their own country, such as Nitobe, and people who can rise above it, such as Sadako Ogata.

I would like to comment on NGOs as international organizations which do work across borders.
People usually think that NGOs are always doing good activities like the Red Cross or perhaps
Amnesty International. However, there are good NGOs and dangerous NGOs. For example, | think
that, in a perverse way, Al-Qaidais now the world's most effective NGO. It is not a government and it
isinternational. In order to fight terrorism, the Bush administration talks about going to war with the
enemy, which in this case happens to be a NGO. There is no way of knowing when the war will end,
because it is not a war with a country but a war with an NGO who, for example, will sign the treaty
which will end the so-called war? In the United States and Japan, and some other countries, freedom
of assembly is avery important right. However, the governance of NGOs is an issue and can get out of
hand. To whom are NGOs accountable particularly when they cross international borders?

Thank you.
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Open Discussion

Prof. lwao

| appreciate how those who made the keynote speeches and comments introduced us to their
different viewpoints during the first part of the conference, and we were able to develop very
meaningful dialogues, following the context of the theme. We would now like to start the second
part, a session for free discussion. All of you, both the panelists and people in the audience, are
encouraged to freely raise your hands, speak out your opinions and develop an active discussion, in
any form, either between the panelists and people in the audience, among the panelists, or among
the people in the audience. However, before starting the discussion, | would like Dr. Yamazaki or
Dr. Kerber to make any additional comments they may have.

Considerations of modernization

Dr. Yamazaki

Since you might have found my speech rather too formal, | would like to cite some more concrete
examples. Just recently, | watched a Japanese TV program which showed very interesting cultural
exchanges between two tribes, one in the Amazon area and the other in New Guinea.

The tribe in the Amazon area has been strictly protected by the Brazilian Government to ensure
that different cultures do not interfere with them. They follow traditional customs inherited for
many generations, one of which is that they make a thumb-sized hole on the top of the chin
underneath the tongue, and place ornaments made out of animal horns there.

Then, one day, a Japanese dentist visited the tribe and started to live with them, even taking off his
own clothes and going naked like the tribespeople. When the dentist found out that the teeth of
these people were badly stained and many of them were decayed because of the traditional horn-
like ornaments on the lower lips, he hesitantly introduced toothbrushes and toothpaste to the tribe.
They were very pleased with these items, and athough he did not force them, they adopted the
custom of brushing their teeth.

Another episode was about the tribe in New Guinea. It is rather embarrassing to talk about in
front of the female members of the audience, however, they have a unique tradition, which is that
men in the tribe wear very large penis cases. Then, again one day, a Japanese farmer from Ehime
Prefecture visited the tribe with sweet potatoes. People in the tribe liked these sweet potatoes so
much that they started to grow them with guidance from the farmer, but soon they found the penis
cases interfered with farming, since they were so large that they reached the level of the chin. After
thorough consideration, the chief of the tribe decided they would give up wearing their proud cases
while doing farm work.

Those two episodes are examples which show how civilization is a fundamental aspect of
modernization, as | have just cited. This does not imply imperialism or anything of that kind, but
shows the facts that in these cases, the people in the tribes found it refreshing to brush their teeth or
they chose to abandon inconvenient dress when cultivating sweet potatoes. What is very important
in these cases is that the people involved never relied on any sort of authority or power. It was just
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an ordinary dentist or farmer who visited the tribes for cultural exchange, which, as a result, guided
the peopl e towards modernization.

Citizen involvement

Dr. Kerber

Prof. lwao

As Dr. Dyck has reminded us, the necessary outcomes of citizen involvement should not be
considered to be either mystical or romantic but only as processes, and the processes can be used
for good or for evil, depending on how we implement them. A good example of thisisreligion. In
any age, we, as human beings, are capable of both good and evil, even within the same individual .

What we have been seeking is the protection of human rights and the democratization and stability
of theworld, and it is our task to continue to commit ourselves to the realization of this aim. One of
the forces which undermines nationalism is that we share experiences across the world. It is vital
for the democratization of the world that we foster genuine friendship through exchanges with
people from various countries, and share common beliefs, and these are the commitments which we
can make as citizens.

Thank you very much. Now, we would like to start our discussion. Please fedl free to raise your
hand if you have any question or comment.

Religions and conflicts in the world

A male participant

Dr. Inoguchi

Dr. Dyck

As Dr. Yamazaki has mentioned, in a world of ever-intensifying globalization and diminishing
confrontations, it is likely that there will not be any world conflicts except for religious ones. Why
are we dtill struggling with religious confrontations?

| personally consider religious issues be very difficult, however, many people such as Samuel
Huntington tend to simplify religions. In cases like Hinduism and Islam, or Christianity and Islam,
for instance, it is assumed that the two parties are destined to confront each other. In many
conflicts, religions are often exaggerated and considered to be the roots of confrontation, however,
we should realize that there are only a few cases where religions have actually been very serious
elements of conflicts and it isimportant that we should have more balanced views.

In business, it is common to conduct quality control, and when a problem occurs, it is important
that we try to figure out not only why it has occurred but also why it did not occur in other cases.
This could also be applied to considerations of conflicts. For example, in the case of the former
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Dr. Yamazaki

Y ugoslavia, studies were made on why the conflicts broke out between Muslims and Serbians, and
at the same time, on why there had not been any conflict between them for hundreds of years
before that, and as a result, interesting books were published.

When political conflicts occur, symbols are used to influence people and the easiest ones to
exploit are religious symbols. Leaders often misuse religions as abstract symbols to stir people's
emotions.

Needless to say, we could cite a number of examples of conflicts motivated primarily by religion,
such as the Crusades. However, it is more likely that religion has been utilized in order to disguise
the primary causes of conflict, which in many cases have been political. We can clearly see this
situation in some of the recent religious conflicts, and some empirical studies have been conducted
showing that modern ideological movements, including Marxism, were definite forces that turned
religions into political ideologies. A good exampleis an empirica study conducted by Mr. Satoshi
Ikeuchi, one of the leading experts on Arabic issues. In his study, he describes how current radical
Muslims, who are most probably connected to Al-Qaida, have been influenced by Maoism in some
way at some stage of their lives.

In history, this tendency can be traced back to earlier days. For example, at the end of the 19th
century Zionism turned into a rather strong political movement in Vienna. Vienna at that time was
the capital of the Austrian Empire and the melting pot of many ideologies, and was where Hitler
was studying, and Stalin and the Zionists were living. Such political ideologies, with Marxism as
the main force, started to trigger motivations for political movements, and when Marxism lost its
appeal to the public later, religious urges began to be utilized instead for that purpose.

International exchanges and civic activities in Miyagi Prefecture
= Youth Exchanges

Mr. Kamata, Kogota International Friendship Association

| am involved in the International Exchange Forum at Komota Town, which has a population of
about 20,000 and is located in the north of Sendai-city, about 1.5 hours driving distance away.
Although our forum was established only 6 years ago, it has been quite active, and has had
exchanges with Winona City in the state of Minnesota. Those exchanges later led to sister-city
affiliation between Winona City and Komota Town in September, 2001, and this year, for the first
time, students from Winona Middle School visited our town for a home stay program and cultural
exchange.

In my opinion, this sort of exchange was possible because we worked hard with each other, were
willing to undertake risks in difficult situations, and collected information from various sources.
The sister-city affiliation was concluded in the aftermath of the 9.11 terrorist attacks when
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Mr. Nagano

everyone was fearful about visiting the US, and the dispatch of junior high school students to the
USin March this year was right before the eventual US attack on Irag. | am very grateful to many
of our friends for providing important information to realize these programs even under such
difficult circumstances. Also, during the dispatch of the students, reports with students'
photographs were sent by e-mail from the US, which we immediately posted on our website so that
people at their school aswell as their families could see how the students were doing every day.

Many unexpected problems will arise from now on, but we would like to make every effort to
continue our exchanges, which will surely bring us great rewards such as new experiences or
opportunities to meet new people. | believe that to have many friends across the globe through
various exchanges and communication can be an important step towards realizing world peace. |
wonder what decision other than the exercise of force President Bush would have made if he had
had more friends in Irag. One of the principles behind our exchange is that each one of us will
work as a peacemaker, however little we can contribute.

Finally, | would like to ask for some advice on video conferencing. Multimedia systems have
been actively utilized as an element of the digital culture for CULCON, and we have been
investigating the potential of video conferencing ever since we started the exchanges with the
schoolsin US. When it materializes, we will be able to make use of it for classroom education, and
the students who could not participate in the previous dispatch program will be able to
communicate with each other, and what is more, it will be possible for us to communicate with
people in other countries that we cannot visit. Although we actually had an experimental
conference, it did not proceed as well as we expected. | would appreciate it if you could give us
some insight on the current situation on international exchanges through video conferencing
between the US and Japan.

Director-General for International Affairs,
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology

With regard to video conferencing, the Fulbright Memorial Fund, which organizes international
exchanges of teachers engaged in primary and secondary education in the US and Japan, has been
supporting video conferencing promotion among schools involved in the exchanges. In this
program, 30 schools are chosen from each country to be grouped into pairs every year, and they
practice are communicating through methods such as the Internet. One of the schools chosen in
Japan is a primary school in Kesennuma City, Miyagi Prefecture where the pupils communicates
with those in a primary school in Wisconsin through the Internet. | am certain that you will find
their websites very well designed. | would recommend that you contact the office of the Fulbright
Fund and ask for more information on video conferencing.
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Dr. Dyck When it comes to video conferencing, | would like to introduce an ongoing project by Media Lab
at MIT that I'm currently involved in. Thisis a project to set up an Internet link in rural areas of
Cambodia so that children in Cambodia can communicate with children in Japan and the United
States through the Internet. Language is a serious obstacle for this kind of video conferencing
because these children do not share a common language. In order to overcome the obstacle, Media
Lab has developed a special communication method, using images such as pictures. Although this
project is till in the experimental stage, the children seem to enjoy communicating actively with
each other. If you access the website of MIT's Media Lab, you can see a web page for this project,
which | think you will find quite interesting.

= Citizens' exchange with a long history

A male participant

When | think about the role of citizens, tracing it back through history, the story of the blue-eyed
dolls comesinto my mind. In 1927 when the relationship between the United States and Japan did
not function smoothly, Dr. Gulick, an American staying in Japan at that time, called on American
citizens to donate their dolls to Japanese children. 13,000 dolls with blue eyes were donated in the
end, and were distributed to each prefecture. Our prefecture, Miyagi, received 221 of these dolls.
In return, each prefecture presented the American people with Japanese dolls called Ichimatsu
Dolls. The dolls presented from Miyagi Prefecture were named "Miss Miyagi”, and there till are
about 40 dolls called "Miss Miyagi" or "Miss Tokyo" saved in the US after all these years, while in
Japan, 300 American dolls have been saved in total, of which Miyagi probably has 8.

What | would like to emphasize here is that 13,000 blue-eyed dolls were presented to Japan from
US citizens in response to a call by their fellow countryman, and 58 dolls were presented to the US
from Japan again in response to a call raised from Japanese citizens, when both countries were
facing very difficult times. | have cited this episode in order to introduce not just the historical
exchanges between the two countries, but also the current exchanges which have been practiced
through those dolls. In May this year, one of the "Miss Miyagi" dolls was brought back to Miyagi
where she was made in 1922, and | believe that it is very important for us to develop citizens
exchanges like the oneillustrated in this episode.

= Reception of foreign students

Mr. Kusaka, Miyagi Cancer Center
| have been taking a small part in assisting foreign students at the Miyagi branch of the AFS
(American Field Service Exchange Program). We currently have three exchange students here in
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Dr. Dyck

Mr. Kondo,

Miyagi, and | would like to suggest that participation in this sort of program should be considered
as apart of the citizen'srole.

In exchange student programs, we have to consider interactive exchanges, involving both sending
out and receiving students. As Governor Asano mentioned, by accepting foreign students and also
by working as volunteers we will be able to have much deeper insights into the cultures of those
students countries. However, it is regrettable that only a few families hosted the foreign students
and it isafact that it is hard to find possible host families. | would appreciate it if you could give
us some useful advice to improve this situation.

Since | have experienced living with a host family in Japan, | would like to make one
recommendation. It is often said that the Japanese are wonderful hosts but find it difficult to have
guests. It may be because, when the Japanese invite and host their guests, they tend to put too
much effort into preparing attractive dishes or special things, and so they get tired. On the other
hand, Americans treat their guests just like family members, and | consider this could be one of the
tipsfor receiving guests.

Director-General, Cultural Affairs Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

In Komaba, Tokyo, a local group of volunteers has been offering assistance in introducing host
families to foreign students. These host families from the local community usually accept foreign
students quite happily, both for long stay and short stay, even inviting them just for 1 week. One of
the background factors of the people's willingness to accept students as host families is that the
local people have been routinely working on exchanges with foreign students for many years. In
the long term, the most effective way to increase the number of host families is to continue
encouraging these volunteer groups to provide more opportunities for exchanges with foreign
students in order to develop deeper mutual understanding.

A female participant

| am a member of a group called "Group Mori" in Sendai, which, for 18 years, has been working
on assistance for foreign students studying mainly at Tohoku University, and on promotion of
exchanges with them. There are about 70 members in our group who organize various programs
such as home stays, home visits and excursions.

One of the current growing concerns among our members is the increase in crimes committed by
foreign students. We have achieved our target of accepting 100,000 foreign students in Japan, and
| am concerned that we might have been too hasty in our efforts. In fact, some of the members
express certain concerns about offering home stay programs to students, claiming that the selection
and acceptance of students should be made more carefully by the authorities concerned. We
understand the difficult nature of the issue, but it is amost impossible for us to assess students
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personalities or eligibilities.

Despite such problems, we are making our best efforts. There are always many problems which
make international exchanges and mutual understanding very hard to achieve successfully, and we
must admit that there are both good and evil people among us, both Japanese and people in other
countries. Nevertheless, we would like to continue our activities in the hope that good will prevail
if we carry on our efforts towards good deeds and activities.

= NPO activities, problems and challenges

Mr. Watanabe, Vice-chair, Tohoku America-Japan Society

| worked as the general manager of the center for foreign students at Tohoku University about 10
years ago, and was involved in the citizens grass-root activities related to foreign students for many
years. What | found out through my experiences is that it is very important not only to have
opportunities like this international symposium where people can experience interactive discussions
between panelists and audience, but also to provide opportunities where people can exchange their
opinions more casualy and freely. Most of the panelists today are university professors who |
suppose are internationalized in the first place, while the academic activities are completely NGO.

NPO differs from NGO and is more domestically oriented. NPO stands for "non profit
organization", an organization of volunteers which we have been discussing in the session. It is
often said that not a few Japanese consider that voluntary activities should be supported by public
administrations. Volunteer activities are based on the assumption that those activities are to foster
goodwill, and that is why they feel that public administrations should support their activities.
However, in my opinion, this shows a fundamental misunderstanding about the nature of an NPO,
which may be the most difficult obstacle for NPO activities in Japan.

| once brought a group of 30 people from Miyagi Prefecture to the US in order to learn about
NPOs and NGOs, since the US has along history of both activities.

The Mayflower arrived on the US coast in 1620 and the people achieved their independence 150
years later. Religion, which was cited several times during this session, played a vital role in these
historical events. A sense of solidarity is essential when people proceed into unknown places
where nothing is prepared, and there used be neighborhood associations and church activities
providing a background of solidarity. The activities penetrate deeply into the hearts of the
American people. It isalso true that they tend to be against "big governments' and have a sense of
"anti-authority" by nature, because they left England in protest against its government, and | think
that this may be one of the reasons why NPO and NGO activities have developed with far fewer
difficultiesin the US.

At the time of the Mayflower, in 1620, Japan was in the Edo Era when all matters in public life
were controlled by the authority-driven top-down system, which might have led to an attitude of
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wariness towards the intentions of people in higher positions when they wanted something to be
done. Itisvery hard for NPOs and NGOs to develop or thrive in Japan.

Especially in local regions, NPOs and NGOs are usually started as something like friendly groups
or circles of like-minded people, and most of them do not have very clear views of the scale of their
activities in the beginning. One of the reasons for this is lack of a sense of budgeting, since most
people take it for granted that budgets for their activities will be supported by the authorities. As
their activities develop, demands from society become more and more complicated, and the amount
of their work will never decrease but surely increase. They realize that their activities, which were
supposed to be voluntary, already take so much time to fulfill that they do not even have time to
prepare breakfast for their husbands. Eventually, they begin to feel their activities are burdensome
and difficult to continue.

However, in the US, they have a system called the matching fund, which | strongly recommend
any authorities in Japan to implement aswell. In this system, the NPO and NGO firstly make plans
of their activities and their scales, then they ask the authorities how much funding they can hope to
be provided with, while they prepare a certain amount of funding by themselves.

Important factors in conducting NPO activities are, firstly, objectives of activities, secondly,
funding, and thirdly and perhaps the hardest part, continuity of activities. | have been involved in
various NPO activities in Sendai, and it is rather sad that fewer and fewer young people participate
in the activities these days. It is my great concern that some NPOs have poor continuity and may
end up as organizations only in name. Continuity is one of the essential factors when you establish
an organization like an NPO. For instance, we have the US-Japan Association, a very large
organization working at the national level, but when | visited the Association | found that most
people working there were rather elderly people. We will have to work much harder to make
younger generations get involved in bilateral exchanges between Japan and the US.

As Governor Asano mentioned just before, NGO and NPO activities should follow the same rules
in the world of globalization. When any law or regulation is enacted, we Japanese tend to consider
that laws and regulations are for defining what we may do, and do things as they are defined. So,
what about American or European people? "Unless otherwise stated in the law, you can do
anything", is their way and their interpretation is that they are entitled to do anything unlessiit is
stated in the law or prohibited by the law. There is realy a very big difference here. It may be
rather uninteresting for an NGO and NPO just to follow what the authorities say to them, however,
it may also be true that those authorities cannot accept any responsibility for them, even when they
just follow what the authorities recommend them to do. Of course, relevant regulations are
necessary wherever and whenever human lives are involved, however, except for such
circumstances, whether or not authorities should bear responsibility is not of much concern.

Finaly, | would like to mention developments of relationships. While Japanese society is often
regarded as being influenced largely by connections, more emphasis is placed on relationships in
Western society. Connections mean relationships for American businessmen, and thus it is not
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acceptable just to have dialogues for business in friendly terms unless relationships are devel oped.
When you cannot expect good results in business dealings, American businessmen may not blame
you for the results, but may suggest other ways to amend the results. The meaning of the word,
"accreditation” is misinterpreted in Japan. We should ssimply interpret its meaning as to give credit.
Credit is given to you for what you have achieved, and even when your faults are pointed out and
you are advised how to make amendments, this can also be regarded as a sort of worthy
accreditation given to you. Forward-looking attitudes toward relationship-building and positive
thinking are essential within Japanese society. Thank you very much for your kind attention.

Education of understanding Japan in the US

Mr. Sasaki, Professor emeritus of Tohoku University

| was invited to the US on a Fulbright Program about 40 years ago to give lectures at 13
universities as a sociologist. | flew to all of the universities in one week, just like a circuit rider but
flying on an airplane instead of riding on a horse. | gave lectures to university freshmen on almost
every aspect of Japan including society, culture, religion, and economy, and so on. What | found
very impressive about those students was their sincere attitudes and their desire to ask many
questions, however on the other hand, it was quite obvious that they had only vague ideas about
Japan. | would like to suggest, therefore, that we should increase such opportunities to provide
American students with lectures on Japanese society by the Japanese themselves, and for that
purpose, it is necessary at the graduate school level in Japanese universities to train teachers who
are capable of giving lectures about Japan in foreign universities.

Language problems in international exchanges and language learning

Mr. Saito, Kogota International Friendship Association

I am from Kogota Town and belong to the organization which was introduced earlier by the
president, Mr. Kamata. One of the very important themes of international exchanges will aways
be exchanges among children, and the main reason or motivation that we are willing to sacrifice
our own work is our strong hope to provide more incentives through exchange activities to children
who will perform the central role in future.

When we work on international exchanges, there is always the problem of language, which is a
very important tool for communication, and my concern is how we will be able to overcome this
problem.

Recently, there has been a tendency to place more importance on language education from a very
early stage of infancy, and a view to regard a language not only as a subject but also as a means of
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Dr. Yamazaki

Prof. lwao

Dr. Heinrich

Dr. Kerber

teaching a subject so that children can learn practical languages, English in this particular case. |
am very concerned about what will become of fostering Japanese traditional ways of thinking or
knowledge and would like to ask for Dr. Yamazaki's views on balancing the simultaneous pursuit
of learning Japanese or Japanese culture and foreign languages or foreign cultures.

In my view, language education and learning about culture is not necessarily the same. In
particular, English has become a de facto global standard language only in business or in
intellectual fields such as academics and science. That iswhy | think it not so necessary to provide
language education to very young children. Even among so-called Japanologists in the US, there
are only a few exceptional academians who learned Japanese from childhood. Thanks to very
effective university education, American people can take intensive language courses in a short
period of time, which will enable more and more people to acquire language skills good enough for
learning or business, and this may be one of the ways to be considered.

Literary works, however, are something completely different, and extraordinary efforts are
required in learning foreign languages to understand them. Translated works are sufficient for the
genera public. Translations in each country have certainly reached a very high level and we can
enjoy these good trand ated versions.

I would like to ask for some more comment from Dr. Heinrich, who is an expert on Mokichi Saito
and writes tanka poems herself.

I would like to make two additional comments on translation and language education.

Firstly, any trandations should be considered just as interpretation, and if you cannot read original
worksin original languages, it is necessary to read many translations, which is still very difficult.

As for language education, | would like to refer to my son who lived in Japan during his first two
years and began to speak bilingually in Japanese and in English. Now heis 27 years old and speaks
several languages including Japanese. He is grateful to me for having raised him in a bilingual
environment since his birth, which he believes has broadened his way of thinking. Language
experiences in childhood could become an important potential goal, but, it is regrettable that
Americans are not good at thisin general.

| would like to make one proposal with regard to language learning. It is true that Americans are
not good at learning foreign languages. | have the habit of requiring the students in all of my
classes at the college to find any published article in a foreign language other than English, read it
and summarize the gist toward the end of the semester. While the international students who have
always used a second language in their studies seem to willingly tackle the assignment, American
students look green and furious at the task, which they condemn as a teacher's torture. So | remind
them of the fact that the two-year foreign language is included in the education requirements at our
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college, and tell them that no blame is justified in making them utilize it for their specialized
studies.

| speciadize in feministic studies, which draws broad international attention. Scholars across the
world write various literature on their studies, and what | strongly hope for my students is that they
will learn foreign languages so that they can read and use them, and with this skill, will approach
thisforeign literature and learn from it.

As Prof. Yamazaki has pointed out, it is very difficult to absorb the meanings of fiction or poetry
with very subtle nuances. However, the language used by historians, political scientists or
economists takes a much simpler form, which therefore can be understood with the same language
level as that required for reading newspapers. When students are already specialized in certain
subjects, they will not find it so difficult to understand proper names or keywords and to get the gist
of literature. Students discover that by reading literature in their second languages there are indeed
shared views or arguments among scholars in any specialized field and in many other countries. |
believe that this is the very true meaning of learning, and language learning is not only for
acquiring skills for words.

Prof. lwao Thank you very much. We are sorry to say that it is about time for us to close the session. We
may, therefore, accept one last question or opinion from the audience.

Birthplace of the civilian UNESCO movement

A male participant

We often hear about UNESCO these days in regard to topics like the reinstatement of the United
States, and Sendai is actually the birthplace of the civilian UNESCO movement. Although thisis
not well known, we started the civilian UNESCO movement here in Sendai. The UNESCO
Charter says in the preamble that since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men
that the defense of peace must be constructed, and | consider that true dialogues are the ones which
can evoke sympathetic responses from each participant. We need heart-to-heart dialogues to
prevent wars.
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Amy V. Heinrich

Vice Chair, US CULCON
Director, C. V. Starr East Asian Library, Columbia University

We had a great deal of discussion and made many interesting points. | will just touch on three or four
of them and hope that we will find more areas of communication, when we talk further with each
other.

| would like to tell you a personal story. When | first came to Japan over 30 years ago, and went to
visit a new friend in the country, | wondered why al the houses there were built close together and
people walked out to their fields. | wondered because in my American mind, the norm was that farms
are stuck out in the middle of nowhere, and farm houses were in the middle of a great deal of land. To
my shame, it took me much longer than it should have to turn the guestion around and ask myself
whey Americans stuck themselves out in the country all alone. And | think that one of the things we
need to continue to do in communicating isto turn our questions around.

Dr. Dyck made one very interesting point that | would like to carry through with. That is, after we
have talked to each other, have we merely expressed our own thoughts or have we learned anything?
Have we changed our minds? Do we think differently after communicating with each other? | believe
that one of the primary goals of CULCON is to now and then change each other's minds; to learn to
see things in different ways. Our goa should be making this easier to do that it has been so far.

As Dr. Inoguchi pointed out, everything has mixed influences: Hinduism influenced Buddhism;
Buddhism influenced Hinduism. Islam comes from the same tradition as Judaism and Christianity.
Differences are frequently exaggerated for political purposes, or simplified to make trouble, to grab
power, to influence events toward specific ends. And what we have to do is to keep track of what our
differences are, what we see in different ways, and whether we are listening to each other.

Another theme touched upon many times in the discussion is the power of individuals. Volunteerism
does not mean only doing things for free. It means taking initiative for positive changes, such as what
the bicycle citizens have achieved by creating small groups to get things done in their own
communities. Ultimately, having the power to change the world is a very compelling notion, and a
very exciting one to me-the ability of individuals to take the initiative and ultimately create an
international safety net for themselves and for each other. This seems to be our common goal.

| want to end by saying that this meeting is a starting point. We must continue having this kind of
discussion to challenge our own ways of thinking and to learn from each other.

Thank you.
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