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U.S.-Japan Conference on Cultural and Educational Interchange (CULCON)

CULCON 30

October 6, 2023
Atlanta, Georgia

JAPAN CULCON PANELISTS:

Charir:

% Mr. SASAE Kenichiro, President, The Japan Institute of International Affairs (JIIA)
Vice Chair:

% Dr. KUBO Fumiaki, President, National Defense Academy of Japan

Panelists:

Mr. AKITA Hiroyuki, Commentator, Nikkei Inc.

Ms. KOBAYASHI Izumi, Former CEO and Executive Vice President, Multilateral Investment
Guarantee Agency (MIGA)

Dr. SATO Yuri, Executive Vice President, The Japan Foundation

Mr. SHIMATANI Hiroyuki, President, National Institutes for Cultural Heritage; Executive Director,
Kyushu National Museum

Mr. SUGIURA Yasuyuki, Managing Director, Toyo Bunko (The Oriental Library)

Dr. TAKAHASHI Yuko, President, Tsuda University

Dr. TSUCHIYA Motohiro, Vice President, Global Engagement and Information Technology, Keio
University; Professor, Keio University Graduate School of Media and Governance

EXx officio:

Mr. KANAI Masaaki, Director-General for Cultural Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA)
Mr. MAEDA Mio, Consul General of Japan in Atlanta (representing Mr. ARIMA Yutaka, Director-
General, North American Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA)

% Mr. WATANABE Masami, Assistant Minister, Director-General for International Affairs, Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sportts, Science, and Technology (MEXT)
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U.S. CULCON PANELISTS:

Chair:

R/

** Dr. Sheila A. Smith, John E. Merow Senior Fellow for Asia Pacific Studies, Council on Foreign
Relations (CFR)

Panelists:

% Mr. Trevor A. Dawes, Vice Provost for Libraries and Museums and May Mottis University
Librarian, University of Delaware

Dr. Samuel Morse, Howard and Martha Mitchell Professor of the History of Art and Asian
Languages and Civilizations, Amherst College

Ms. M. Diana Helweg Newton, Director of the Tower Scholars Program and Senior Fellow, John
Goodwin Tower Center for Political Studies, Southern Methodist University (SMU)

Dr. Cynthia Teniente-Matson, President, San Jose State University

Dr. Jolyon Thomas, Associate Professor of Religious Studies, University of Pennsylvania
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http://culcon.jusfc.gov/about-us/anne-nishimura-morse
http://culcon.jusfc.gov/about-us/leonard-j-schoppa-jr

% Dr. William Tsutsui, Chancellor and Professor of History, Ottawa University
EXx officio:

% Ms. Camille Dawson, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, U.S.
Department of State (representing Hon. Daniel J. Kritenbrink, Assistant Secretary of State for East
Asian and Pacific Affairs, U.S. Department of State)

% Mr. Scott Weinhold, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs, U.S. Department of State (representing Hon. Lee Satterfield, Assistant Secretary of State for
Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State)

Japanese GOVERNMENT:

% Mr. KANESHIRO Taichi, Counsellor, Embassy of Japan in the United States of America

e Mr. SHINOHARA Fumihito, Assistant Director, First North American Division, North American
Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA)

% Ms. SUZUKI Ritsuko, Director, Cultural Affairs and Overseas Public Relations Division, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MOFA)

% Ms. KITAHARA Sachiko, Deputy Director, Cultural Affairs and Overseas Public Relations
Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA)

% Ms. OGAWA Konomi, Officer, International Cooperation Planning, International Affairs Division,
Minister’s Secretariat Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT)

U.S. GOVERNMENT:

R/

** Mr. Tim Marshall, Senior Program Officer, East Asia & Pacific Programs Branch, Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State

% Mr. Walid Zafar, Public Diplomacy Desk Officer, Office of Japanese Affairs, Bureau of East Asian

and Pacific Affairs, U.S. Department of State

OBSERVERS: (alphabetical order)

Mr. HARA Hideki, Managing Director, Japanese Studies Department, The Japan Foundation (JF)
Mr. SHIMOYAMA Masaya, Director General, The Japan Foundation (JF), New York

Mr. YOSHIOKA Norihiko, Director, Planning and Development Section, Global Partnerships
Department, The Japan Foundation (JF)

% Mr. YAMASHITA Kenta, Officer, Planning and Development Section, Global Partnerships
Department, The Japan Foundation (JF)
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JAPAN STAFF:
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Ms. SUGITA Akiko, Secretary-General, Japan CULCON Panel
Ms. MUNAKATA Nanako, Assistant to Secretary-General, Japan CULCON Panel
Ms. KANEKO Chihiro, Assistant, Japan CULCON Panel

U.S. STAFF:
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% Ms. Paige Cottingham-Streater, Secretary-General, U.S. CULCON Panel; Executive Director, Japan-
U.S. Friendship Commission

% Ms. Pamela Fields, Deputy Secretary-General, U.S. CULCON Panel

% Ms. Niharika Joe, Deputy Executive Director, Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission
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Ms. Danielle Reed, Consultant, U.S. CULCON Panel

Ms. Shiori Okazaki, Interpreter, Shiori Communications LL.C
Ms. Motoko Ferrara, Interpreter

Ms. Kaori Marshall, Interpreter
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