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« KUSUDA Daizo

Born in 1975. Graduated from Kurume University High School
(Fukuoka Prefecture) and the University of Tokyo, Faculty of Law
After working at SMBC, he passed the National Civil Service Class I
exam and among many postings, he served as secretary to former
Prime Minister HATA Tsutomu. Being elected to the House of
Representatives for the first time at the age of 28. During his second

terms, he served as Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Defense. He also

serves as a director of the Junior Chamber of Tsukushi and other
advisors to private companies. He became mayor of Dazaifu City in 2018 and is currently in his third
term. His motto is "Tribulation shall make thee into a precious stone." < meaning> People grow into
good people only by overcoming difficulties and hardships.
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+* Chuka Asike

Chuka Asike is a career Foreign Service Officer. Prior to his role as
Principal Officer at U.S. Consulate Fukuoka, he held several positions
overseas and in Washington DC. Before Japan, he was a Senior Advisor
at the U.S. Treasury Department’s Office of Development Results and
Accountability. Before Treasury, he held several roles within the
Department of State, including as Chief of Staff in the Bureau of

African Affairs, and principal liaison to the Asian Development Bank

within the Bureau of Economic Affairs. Prior to this, he spent one year
at the World Bank’s Office of the U.S. Executive Director as State Department’s representative. Chuka’
overseas assignments include tours in Angola, Dubai, UAE and Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Before joining
the Department in 2006, Chuka was a financial analyst at Goldman Sachs in New York. Chuka holds a
bachelor’s degree in biology with a minor in chemistry from Howard University and has a Master of
Science in Foreign Service with a specialization in economics from Georgetown University.
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