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Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Fukuoka SoftBank Hawks and
advisor to the Japan Professional Baseball Association. Special Advisor to the
Japan National Professional Baseball (NPB) Commissioner.

He set many world records during his playing career, especially his 868 home
runs, surpassing Hank Aaron's major league home run record of 755. He was
also a 15-time Home Run King and nine-time Most Valuable Player (MVP)
recipient.

After retiring from the game, he worked as a Manager at Tokyo Yomiuri

Giants, Fukuoka Daiei and SoftBank Hawks, and won the 2006 World Basic

Sports Illustrated. 1976

Classic (WBC) over Cuba as the Manager of the Japan National Team.
He is the first recipient of the National Honor Award in Japan and has received National Cultural Merit.
He is also passionate about nurturing the next generation and serves as President of the World

Children’s Baseball Foundation which was co-initiated together with Hank Aaron.
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% SHIMATANI Hiroyuki

SHIMATANI Hiroyuki was born in 1953. He graduated from the Department
of Fine Arts, Faculty of Education, Tokyo University of Education. He is
President of Independent Administrative Institution National Institutes for
Cultural Heritage, and Executive Director at Kyushu National Museum. He
began his career as an assistant curator in the Calligraphy Division of Tokyo

National Museum in 1984. He went on to serve in the same museum as the

Senior Manager of the Calligraphy Section, the Senior Manager of the
Historical Materials and Ethnology Division, the Senior Manager of the Exhibition Division, the Director
of Cultural Property, the Director of Curatorial Research, and the Executive Vice Director (the Research
Coordinator of National Institutes for Cultural Heritage Secretariat). His recent publications include
Nihon no Bijutsu (Arts of Japan) 519: Wayo no sho (Japanese-style Calligraphy; August 1, 2009, Gyosel
Corporation), Nihon no Bijutsu (Arts of Japan) 504: Bunjin no Sho (Calligraphy of Scholars; May 10,
2008, Shibundo Publishing), and Sho no Bi (Beauty of Calligraphy; July 15, 2013, Mainichi Shimbun
Publishing Inc.). He was a member of the Textbook Approval and Research Council (Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology) and the Japanese National Commission for
UNESCO (MEXT). He is currently chair of Cultural Councils Cultural Property Subcommittee and
Museum Subcommittee for MEXT.
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% Hon. Amb. KATO Ryozo

Ambassador KATO Ryozo was the Ambassador of Japan to the United
States of America from September 2001 to July 2008, and is the longest-
| serving Japanese Ambassador to the U.S. after the WW.IIL. Ambassador
Kato joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairsin April 1965 and held several
positions in the Ministry such as Director of National Security Affairs
Division in the North American Affairs Bureau, Director of Treaties
Division in the Treaties Bureau, Deputy Director-General of North

American Affairs Bureau, Director-General of Asian Affairs Bureay,

Director-General of Foreign Policy Bureau and Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs. As for overseas assignments, Ambassador Kato served four times in the U.S,, including
his tenure as the Consul-General of Japanin San Francisco and the Ambassador in Washington, D.C.
Ambassador Kato also served in Australia and in the Arab Republic of Egypt.

Ambassador Kato served as Commissioner of Nippon Professional Baseball from 2008 to 2013. Since
June 2009 to June 2017, he was a Member of the Board of Mitsubishi Corporation, and is currently
Adpvisor to Palace Hotel Tokyo Special Advisor to Central Japan Railway Company and President of Youth
For Understanding (YFU JAPAN Inc.). Ambassador Kato received B.A. from the University of Tokyo
and LL.M from Yale Law School. He was bestowed upon with the Grand Cordon of the Order of the
Sacred Treasure in recognition of his public service on May 2017. He is Japan Chair of CULCON since
2015.
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€ Moderator
% SHIMIZU Sayuri
~ Sayuri Guthrie-Shimizu is Dunlevie Family Professor of History at Rice University.

She received her Ph. D. from Cornell University and her area of research includes
the US and the World, the history of US-East Asian Relations, transnational
environmental history and global history of sports. She is the author of Transpacific
Field of Dreams: How Baseball Linked the United States and Japan in Peace and
War (U of North Carolina P, 2012), Creating People of Plenty : the United States
and Japan's Economic Alternatives, 1950-1960 (Kent State UP, 2001).
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