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Dsz. Sheila A. Smith is John E. Merow Senior Fellow for Asia Pacific
studies at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR). An expert on
Japanese politics and foreign policy, she is the author of Japan Rearmed:
The Politics of Military Power, Intimate Rivals: Japanese Domestic
Politics and a Rising China (released in Japanese as B $HELHTE
. EAEITHARBUAEXFEER), and Japan's New Politics and the
U.S.-Japan Alliance. She is also the author of the CFR interactive guide

Constitutional Change in Japan. Smith is a regular contributor to the
CFR blog Asia Unbound and a frequent contributor to major media outlets in the United States and
Asia.
Smith joined CFR from the Fast-West Center in 2007, where she directed a multinational research team
in a cross-national study of the domestic politics of the U.S. military presence in Japan, South Korea,
and the Philippines. She was a visiting scholar at Keio University in 2007-08, where she researched
Japan’s foreign policy towards China, supported by the Abe Fellowship. Smith has been a visiting
researcher at two leading Japanese foreign and security policy think tanks, the Japan Institute of
International Affairs and the Research Institute for Peace and Security, and at the University of Tokyo
and the University of the Ryukyus. Dr. Smith earned her PhD and MA degrees from the Department of

Political Science at Columbia University.
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% Dr. KUBO Fumiaki

KUBO Fumiaki has been the President of National Defense Academy of Japan
since April, 2021. He is affiliated with the Nakasone Peace Institute as the
Executive Research Director, as well as with the Japan Institute for International
Affairsasa Visiting Scholar and the Tokyo Foundation as a Senior Research Scholar.
He studied at Cornell University in 1984-86, at the Johns Hopkins University in
1991-93, and at Georgetown University and the University of Maryland in 1998-

99. In addition, he was an Invited Professor at SciencesPo in Paris in the spring of
2009, and a Japan Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in 2014. Kubo
attended the Faculty of Law, the University of Tokyo, and received his B.A. in 1979 and Ph.D. in 1989
from the University of Tokyo. He is the author of many books which include: Modern American Politics
(with ABE Hitoshi), Ideology and Foreign Policy After Iraq in the United States (editor), A Study on the
Infrastructure of American Politics (editor). In 1989, he received the Sakurada-Kai Gold Award for the
Study of Politics and the Keio Gijuku Award. In 2001 and 2002, Kubo served on the Prime Ministet's
Commission on the Study of Direct Election System of Prime Minister. Since 2007, Kubo is a member
of the U.S.-Japan Conference on Cultural and Educational Interchange (CULCON). From June 2016 to

June 2018, he was the President of the Japanese Association for American Studies.
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% Dr.TAKAHASHI Yuko

Dr. TAKAHASHI Yuko was named the eleventh president of
Tsuda College (now Tsuda University) in 2016. With a B.A.
(American Studies) from Tsuda College, an M.A. in International
Affairs from the University of Tsukuba, an M.A. in History and a
Ph.D. in Education from the University of Kansas, she is also a
professor in the Department of English at Tsuda University. Her

major research areas are American studies, American social history,

and gender history. She currently serves as president of the
International Federation for Research in Women’s History and was President of the
Japanese Association of American Studies from 2018 to 2020. She is a member of the
board of trustees for the American Studies Foundation and a Council Member of the
Science Council of Japan. She was a Fulbright visiting scholar at Stanford University (2003 -
04) as well as Wellesley College (2013-14), and she is particularly interested in leadership
education for the next generation at women’s colleges in both the U.S. and Japan.
Her numerous publications include Umeko Tsuda: A Social History and Umeko Tsuda and
Those Who Supported (co-editor and author).
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% Dr. TSUTSUI Kiyoteru Tsutsui

Kiyoteru Tsutsui is Henri H. and Tomoye Takahashi Professor of Japanese
Studies, Deputy Director of the Shorenstein Asia Pacific Research Center
(APARC), Director of the Japan Program at APARC, Senior Fellow of the
Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies, Co-Director of the Center for

Human Rights and International Justice, and Professor of Sociology, all at

= Stanford University. His research on the globalization of human rights and its

impact on local politics has appeared in American Sociological Review, American Journal of Sociology,



Social Forces, Social Problems, Journal of Peace Research, Journal of Conflict Resolution, and other social
science journals. His book publications include Rights Make Might: Global Human Rights and Minority
Social Movements in Japan (Oxford University Press 2018), which received three awards from the
American Sociological Association (Distinguished Contribution to Scholarship Book Award from the
Section on Political Sociology, Gordon Hirabayashi Human Rights Book Award from the Section on
Sociology of Human Rights, and the Most Outstanding Asia/Transnational Book Award from the Section
on Asia and Asian America), and Human Rights and the State: the Power of the Ideal and the Reality of
International Politics (AME & ES @ L& D ) & [E FREUE © B ) (Iwanami Shoten 2022), which
received the Ishibashi Tanzan Book Award.
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% Dr. MAESHIMA Kazuhiro

Kazuhiro Maeshima is Professor of American Government and Foreign
Policy of Department of Global Studies at Sophia University. Maeshima
studied at two U.S. universities: Georgetown University (MA in Government)
and University of Maryland (MA, PhD. in Government and Politics). Before
his scholarly works in the United States, he worked as a print journalist for
five years in Japan after finishing his BA degree at Sophia Univ. His research

interest centers on American government and political communication. He

is the author of many books and articles in those fields, including The Media
in American Politics; Media as a Political Actor (in Japanese) and Internet Election Campaigns in the
United States, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan (co-edited in English, Palgrave, 2017). Maeshima is

currently serving as the President of the Japanese Association for American Studies.
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% Drt. Jolyon Thomas

Dr. Jolyon Baraka Thomas is an Associate Professor of Religious
Studies at the University of Pennsylvania. He holds a PhD from
Princeton University, an MA from the University of Hawai‘i at
Manoa, and a BA from Grinnell College.

Thomas’s research covers Japan and the United States in four

. main topics of inquiry: 1) religion and media; 2) religious

A

capitalism. His academic articles on these subjects have appeared in journals such as the

freedom; 3) religion and education; and 4) religion and

Japanese Journal of Religious Studies, Material Religion, and Nova Religio, and he regularly
publishes related essays in public-facing venues such as Dharma World, Killing the
Buddha, the Marginalia Review of Books, Nippon.com, The Revealer, Sacred Matters, and
Tricycle.

Thomas’s most recent monograph, Faking Liberties: Religious Freedom in American-
Occupied Japan, was published by University of Chicago Press in 2019. His first book,
Drawing on Tradition: Manga, Anime, and Religion in Contemporary Japan, appeared
from University of Hawai'i Press in 2012. His third book, Difficult Subjects: Religion and
the Politics of Public Schooling in Japan and the United States, is now under contract with
University of Chicago Press. Thomas is also co-editing The New Nanzan Guide to

Japanese Religions.
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% Dr. William M. Tsutsui

Dr. William "Bill" Tsutsui President and CEO of Ottawa University.
He is an award-winning historian, a passionate classroom teacher,
and a seasoned academic leader with a record of innovation. Born
in New York City and raised in Texas, he holds degrees from
Harvard, Oxford, and Princeton. He began his academic career at
the University of Kansas, where over 17 years on the faculty, he
served as acting director of KU’ Center for East Asian Studies,

chair of the Department of History, founding executive director of

the Confucius Institute, and associate dean in the College of Liberal
Arts & Sciences. From 2010 to 2014, he was dean of Dedman College of Humanities and Sciences at
Southern Methodist University in Dallas. From June 2014 through December 2019, he served as president
of Hendrix College, a top-tier national liberal arts college founded in 1876 and located in Conway,
Arkansas. He recently served as the Edwin O. Reischauer Distinguished Visiting Professor at Harvard
University.

Bill is the author or editor of eight books, including Godzilla on My Mind: Fifty Years of the King of
Monsters (2004), which was called a “cult classic” by the New York Times. At KU, he received a 2001
Kemper Award for Teaching Excellence, and won the Steeples Faculty Award for service to the people of
Kansas. He has served on the NCAA D-III Presidents Council and in addition to JUSFC and CULCON,
is currently on the boards of the Association for Asian Studies, the US—Japan Council, and the Federation

of State Humanities Councils.
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