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The Japan Foundation Asia Center has co-organized 

“Visual Documentary Project” with the Center for 

Southeast Asian Studies (CSEAS), Kyoto University. The 

project aims to offer a platform for Asian Filmmakers in 

the region to express their realities through 

documentaries and introduce them to a broader 

audience.  

 

In 2016, we called for short documentaries under the theme of "Politics in Everyday Life in Southeast 

Asia" overviewing various aspects of political expression in everyday life. Award-winning director Rithy 

Panh from Cambodia and Professor Kenji Ishizaka joined as juries to select short documentaries. 

We received 75 wonderful works from across Southeast Asia. Out of 75 works, four successful 

documentaries were selected. We will screen those works in Kyoto and Tokyo in December. Also, the 

directors and team members of these works will be invited to Japan for the screening and have a talk and 

discussion with commentators. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southeast Asia Short Documentary Film Screening and Discussion 

Visual Documentary Project 2016 
December 15 in Kyoto and December 17 in Tokyo 

■Event Information 

■ Kyoto Screening （Admission Free. No reservation required. First-come, first-served basis） 

【Date】  Thursday, December 15, 2016 

【Time】  1:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. （Doors open at 1:00 p.m.） 
  *You can come or leave any time during the event. 

【Venue】  Large Meeting Room, 3rd Floor, Inamori Foundation Memorial Building, Kyoto University 

  (Address: 46 Shimoadachi-cho, Yoshida Sakyo-ku, Kyoto, Japan) 

【Language】  Japanese with English subtitles and interpretation  

【Participants】  Directors and team members of the selected works (please refer to the attached sheet)  

【Commentators】  Kenji Ishizaka （Professor, Japan Institute of the Moving Image） 

  Makiko Wakai （Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival Tokyo Office） 

【Organized by】  Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University 

【Co-organized by】 The Japan Foundation Asia Center  

 

■ Tokyo Screening （Admission Free. Priority given to those who have reservations） 

【Date】  Saturday, December 17, 2016 

【Time】  3:30 p.m. - 8:00（Doors open at 3:00 p.m.） 
  *You can come or leave any time during the event. 

【Venue】  Tokyo Women's Plaza 

  (Address: 5-53-67 Jingu-mae, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo, Japan) 

【Language】  Japanese with English subtitles and interpretation  

【Participants】  Directors and team members of the selected works (please refer to the attached sheet) 

【Commentators】  Kenji Ishizaka （Professor, Japan Institute of the Moving Image） 

  Makiko Wakai （Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival Tokyo Office） 

【Reservation】  Please send an email to jfac_vdp_info@jpf.go.jp with your name/affiliation/contact information with 

"VDP2016 Screening" in the subject line by Thursday, December 15, 2016 

【Organized by】  The Japan Foundation Asia Center 

【Co-organized by】 Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University 

【Supported by】  Society for Asian Cinema Studies 

 

◇Website： http://jfac.jp/en/culture/events/visual-documentary-project-16121517/ 

mailto:jfac_vdp_info@jpf.go.jp%20?subject=VDP2016%20Screening
http://jfac.jp/en/culture/events/visual-documentary-project-16121517/
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＜Selected Works＞ 

◇Three works about Myanmar's current situation and dramatic change 

Mother & Son (17min) / Filming location: Myanmar 

Director: Thwe Myo Nyunt   Editor: Zaw Win Htwe 
 

【Story】A mother, whose son took part in the 1988 pro-democracy 
uprising, recalls the struggles and sacrifices they made for a more open 
society in Myanmar. Her experience reflects the anguish of many families 
and portrays how political activism comes with a price 
 
 

60 Days (31 min) / Filming location: Myanmar 

Directors: Htut Ye Kyaw, Pyay Maw Thein, Sett Paing Aung     

 

【Story】On November 17, 2014, amidst the protests regarding the National 
Education Law in Myanmar, a 60-day moratorium was announced by the 
students. This documentary explores the student protest during this interim 
period, an important step in the country's national education reform. It 
includes interviews with students involved. 
 

Vein (31 min) / Filming location: Myanmar 
Directors: Htet Aung San, KO JET, Phyo Zayar Kyaw  

 
【Story】This documentary sheds light on a relatively unspoken part of 
Myanmar: the jade mining sites. It offers a stark portrayal of miners and risks 
they face in everyday life while trying to make a living. 
 
 

◇Documentary spotlighting Malaysian tribes’ struggle 

Women of the Forest (15min) / Filming location：Malaysia 

Director: Inshallah P. Montero   Researcher: Sunitha Bisan   

【Story】In Sarawak, Malaysia, Borneo’s rainforest is fading into corporate land. 
This documentary spotlights the women of the Kayan and Penan tribes, who 
struggle with man-made destruction and climate change caused by 
deforestation. Through dialogues, it sensitively seeks ways to protect 
reproductive health and rights of these women who live in the Bornean forests 
by climate change policies. 

 

 

＜The Japan Foundation Asia Center＞ http://jfac.jp/en/ 

The Japan Foundation is Japan's principal independent administrative institution dedicated to carrying out 

cultural exchange initiatives throughout the world. The Asia Center, established in April 2014, is a division 

within the Foundation that conducts and supports collaborative initiatives with its Asian—primarily 

ASEAN—counterparts. Through interacting and working together in Japanese-language education, arts and 

culture, sports, and grassroots and intellectual exchange, the Asia Center pursues to develop the sense of 

kinship and coexistence as neighboring inhabitants of Asia. 

 

[General Inquiries] The Japan Foundation Asia Center Murata (Ms.), Takimoto (Ms.) 
Tel: +81-(0)3-5369-6140 / E-mail: jfac_vdp_info@jpf.go.jp 
[Press Inquiries] The Japan Foundation Communication Center Ito (Ms.), Mori (Ms.) 
Tel: +81-(0)3-5369-6089 / Fax: +81-(0)3-5369-6044 / E-mail: press@jpf.go.jp 


