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Symposium ”North America-Japan Partnership in a New Global Era”  
to be held in Toronto on September 26th 

Discussing trilateral partnership and collaboration  
among Canada, Japan, and the United States  

 

The Japan Foundation, Toronto, together with the International House of Japan, will present the 
symposium “North America-Japan Partnership in a New Global Era.” This event will welcome a 
distinguished group of speakers from Canada and the United States to discuss and explore 
strategies and opportunities for trilateral collaboration aimed at strengthening relations between 
North America and Japan over the coming century. 

Dr. Roseann Runte, a recipient of the Order of Canada, will deliver the keynote address, 
“Intercultural Exchange as a Path to Creativity and Innovation.” She will draw upon educational 
and institutional partnerships among Canada, Japan, and the United States to examine how 
international exchange fosters creativity, innovation, and leadership across disciplines. 

The address will be followed by a panel discussion, “Creating Foundations Toward the Next 100 
Years,” with panelists Dr. Annika Culver (Director of the Prince Takamado Japan Centre for Teaching 
and Research, University of Alberta); Dr. Frank Feltens (Susan Brotman Chief Curator at the Seattle 
Art Museum); Justin Rockefeller (Impact Investor and Co-founder of Avenera); Dr. Phillip Lipscy 
(Director of the Centre for the Study of Global Japan, University of Toronto); and Dr. Tom Mason 
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(Executive Director of the U.S.-Japan Bridging Foundation, Chairman of The ALLEX Foundation). 
Moderated by Dr. David Janes (Vice President, North America, International House of Japan), this 
panel features distinguished leaders from Canada and the United States discussing the future of 
North America–Japan relations and new models for trilateral collaboration. 

 
Outline 
Event Titles, Dates, Venues: 
North America-Japan Partnership in a New Global Era: 
Building the Future through Exchange, Innovation, and Collaboration (Symposium)  
  Saturday, September 26th 2:00pm-4:30pm 
  At The Japan Foundation, Toronto   
  2 Bloor St. East, Suite 300, Toronto, ON, Canada 
How to Apply: Please send your name and affiliation to the email address below: 

info_jftoronto[at]jpf.go.jp (Please replace [at] with @ before sending.) 
 
Co-sponsors︓ The Japan Foundation, Toronto, International House of Japan 

Partners : American Friends of the International House of Japan, Japan Society Canada 

 
The Japan Foundation  
  The Japan Foundation is Japanʼs only institution dedicated to carrying out 
comprehensive international cultural exchange programs throughout the 
world. With the objective of deepening mutual understanding between the 
people of Japan and other countries/regions, our various activities and 
information services create opportunities for people-to-people interactions. 
  It has 26 overseas offices in 25 countries. It is active throughout Asia, Oceania, the Americas, 
Europe, the Middle East, and Africa, and works closely 
with Japanese diplomatic missions and other related organizations in each 
country. 
https://www.jpf.go.jp/  
 
The Japan Foundation, Toronto  
  The Japan Foundation, Toronto was established in November 1990 as a Canadian branch of the 
Japan Foundation. In addition to hosting events throughout the year, including lectures, we 
support a wide range of Japan-related projects across Canada through our grant programs. 
  We also offer online Japanese-language courses and operates a digital library for users in North 
America. Serving as a hub for Japanese cultural exchange throughout Canadaʼs vast geographic 
area, The Japan Foundation, Toronto is committed to supporting, promoting, and creating 
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opportunities for engagement in the three areas that define the Japan Foundationʼs mission: 
Culture, Language, and Dialogue. 
https://tr.jpf.go.jp/ 
 
The International House of Japan  
The International House of Japan (I-House) is a private, nonprofit 
organization incorporated in 1952 with support from the Rockefeller 
Foundation and other private institutions and individuals for the purpose of promoting cultural 
exchange and intellectual cooperation between the peoples of Japan and those of other countries. 
I-House seeks to fulfill a new mission statement “Contribute to building a free, open, and 
sustainable future through intellectual dialogue, policy research, and cultural exchange with a 
diverse world” through the merging of our three major assets: programs in the four domains of 
(1) international relations, regional studies, and geopolitics; (2) social systems, governance, and 
innovation; (3) civilization studies and philosophy; and (4) art and design; a vibrant community 
of illustrious members; and outstanding facilities that can accommodate international dignitaries. 
https://ihj.global/ 
 
American Friends of the International House of Japan  
The American Friends of the International House of Japan (AFIHJ) is a 
national not-for-profit corporation with the mission of promoting 
international good will and understanding by encouraging and fostering 
active relationships among scholars, educators, scientists, business 
people and other persons from Japan, the United States, and other nations, as well as educational 
and other institutions. Since its public launch in 1988, AFIHJ accomplishes this primarily through 
supporting the International House of Japan (IHJ), raising IHJ's profile in North America, 
expanding its membership, especially among next generation leaders, and providing financial 
support. 
https://www.afihj.org/ 
 
Japan Society Canada  
The Japan Society is a national organization to strengthen business, 
educational and cultural exchanges between Canada and Japan.   
https://www.japansocietycanada.com/ 

                  


