Message from the President

Fiscal 2014 was a year of new challenges for the
Japan Foundation.

In April 2014, the Asia Center was established
in line with the new Asian cultural exchange policy,
WA Project:Toward Interactive Asia through Fusion
and Harmony, announced at the ASEAN-Japan
Commemorative Summit Meeting in Tokyo in
December 2013. The Asia Center conducts two-
way cultural exchanges between Japan and Asia. It
supports activities to give rise to new values, sends
Japanese-language education assistants, and
conducts other new ways of cultural exchanges.
One such program is NIHONGO Partners which
recruits Japanese people interested in Japanese-
language education or cultural exchange and sends
them to junior and senior high schools in Southeast
Asian countries. They assist local Japanese-
language teachers and explain about Japanese
culture. In September 2014, the program's first
group of 100 "Partners" were assigned to five
Southeast Asian countries including Thailand and
Indonesia where they interacted with 38,000
students. The Asia Center plans to send more
than 3,000 Japanese "Partners" over a seven-year
period until 2020. Since the Japan Foundation has
conventionally sent Japanese-language education
specialists overseas, sending non-specialists is a
new challenge for us. We have received comments
from the Partners about how wonderful their

BT
experiences were: "l was very touched Ey th
kindness of the Southeast Asian peopl'e;‘z:
found a new goal in my life." i i 4

Also, since the project for providing broadc
programs overseas has been approved in the
fiscal 2014 budget, the Japan Foundation Wii
providing quality Japanese programs to brq
stations around the world. e

Despite the Japanese government's tight :Etl,é'c
condition, the Japan Foundation is being entt
with more tasks to bring urgent and importah
government policies to fruition. They include ‘.' iy
strengthening exchanges with Asia and providing
Japanese broadcast programs overseas. We-*f{"
this as evidence of people's high expectat‘ionf'
the Japan Foundation. As the 2020 Tokyo Olyr
and Paralympics approach, all of us at'tl’j .
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parties involved. It is becoming more'Tess'eri‘c'il ®
to have people in Japan gain under$téhding ah g
offer their cooperation, in order to implemerltg‘
"NIHONGO Partners" and other important pro
to strengthen exchanges with Asia. Unfortur‘f v,

young Japanese, the generation leading the ’ re,
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