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The earliest communist party in Asia was founded in 1914, taking root across

Indonesia, China, Japan, India, Korea, Vietnam, and Malaya by 1930. In the Global

South, World War II never ended but morphed into a new series of anticolonial

wars for independence, emergencies, insurgencies and traumatic civil wars.

Across Southeast Asia, the legacies of communism remain fraught with

contestation and controversy, with diverse complexities embedded in each

speci�c context. The region witnessed the 1965-66 mass killings of more than

half a million Partai Komunis Indonesia members, le�ists and alleged

sympathisers, as well as the Cambodian genocide under the communist Khmer

Rouge which systematically executed 1.5 million people from 1975-79. Two of the

world’s handful of communist states are found in Laos and Vietnam today, but 30

years a�er the end of the Cold War, bans on communist organisations remain

enforced in the region.

The passing of time, the declassi�cation of documents, and the emergence of

more nuanced scholarship in political, historical and area studies have combined

to decolonise readings of the Southeast Asian Cold War―reframing it as

constituted by local forces drawing on outside powers for their own ideological,

material and contextual purposes, rather than merely acting as local allies in

proxy theatres of con�ict directed by the ‘big brothers’ of China, the Soviet Union

and the Unites States. Parallel to this development, artists have been excavating

the facts, e�ects and a�ects relating to the inconvenient histories and hysterical

a�ermath of the Cold War in Southeast Asia—recovering, reinterpreting and
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documenting the narratives of survivors, perpetrators, victims, secret agents and

family members.

Sim Chi Yin, from One Day We’ll Understand performative reading, 2018

Source: https://www.eventbrite.sg/e/one-day-well-understand-performative-reading-by-sim-

chi-yin-tickets-135966438277#

Mark Teh, A Notional History, 2019

Documentary performance investigating the rewriting of history books in Malaysia and

featuring interviews with exiled Communist Party of Malaya members from a never-completed

documentary.
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