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Montien Boonma (1953-2000) was a Thai artist who was very in�uential in the

development of contemporary art in the 1990s. Montien Boonma received a

Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Silpakorn University in 1978, and went on to

study sculpture at L’École Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts in Paris. A�er

graduating in 1988, the artist taught mixed media sculpture at Chiangmai

University. Montien Boonma became internationally recognized with his

participation in regional exhibitions such as “New Art from Southeast Asia 1992”

at Tokyo Metropolitan Art Space and Fukuoka Art Museum (1992) and “the First

Asia-Paci�c Triennial of Contemporary Art” at Queensland Art Gallery (1993).

Montien Boonma’s practice marked a transition from modern to contemporary art

in the Thai context. He used rural farming objects, construction material, and

traditional herbal medicine in his sculptural practice. The artist’s application of

Buddhist concepts and traditional techniques into his art-making paved the way

for his students and younger Thai artists.
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Montien Boonma, 1991

Exhibition view of solo exhibition “Montien Booma:The Pagoda & Cosmos Drawn with Earth,”

The Japan Foundation ASEAN Culture Center Gallery, Tokyo, 1991
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Exhibition view of Montien Boonma's Archive at Montien Atelier 1

Exhibition View of Montien Boonma's Archive at Montien Atelier 2
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