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Learners’ perceptions of culture in a short-term Japanese language program

for university students
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Abstract: We conducted an interview survey in order to study how learners in a 6 week program for
university students would perceive cultures. The result shows their perceptions involve not only the
formation and modification of images of Japan but also the reinterpretation of their own culture and the
awareness of themselves. Through the awareness of themselves the learners perceive their cultural
experiences as important cross-cultural experiences. We have found that it is important for this kind of
program to present learners with the perspectives for understanding cultures and the opportunities for them to
share their awareness with others with different cultural backgrounds.
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