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TŌHOKU  |  東北

When speaking of Japanese folklore studies, the first person that comes to mind 
is probably Yanagita Kunio (1875–1962). Yanagita’s research was pioneering in 
how it salvaged parts of Japanese culture that had been overlooked in the field of 
historiography and how it shed light on the lifestyles of the jōmin (“abiding folk”)—
the folklorist’s term for the common people of ancient Japan, similar to the Ger-
man notion of Volk—which had been neglected until then. His research also greatly 
contributed to the establishment of fieldwork-based folklore studies. 

Like all scholarly research, however, Yanagita’s approach to folklore studies is 
not without its flaws. In order to create an image of Japan as a homogenous eth-
nic group, he placed rice cultivation and ancestor worship—as well as the common 
people who were the agents (shutai, “subjects”) of those activities—at the heart of 
Japan’s cultural identity. Using Yanagita’s work as a base, the author of this study 
sharply discerns the correlation between the birth of folklore studies and the 
contemporary demands of creating the Japanese nation-state.

What fell through the holes of Yanagita’s sieve? In order to find out, the author 
set up an observation station in Tōhoku and walked around visiting villages deep 
in the mountains, keeping a straightforward account of everything he heard. What 
emerged from that was a picture of Tōhoku before rice cultivation and a faith 
preceding the reception of Buddhism. The author shows that Tōhoku is much 
more culturally diverse than previously thought and that Yanagita’s vision of a 
Tōhoku where the common people all grow rice is nothing more than an illusion.

This book, which dismantles the myths surrounding Tōhoku and sheds light 
on lifestyles in remote areas and mountainous regions that have not been talked 
about previously, is essential for a true understanding of Japan. When it is trans-
lated, it would be helpful to include a clear introduction and commentary about 
the context in which this book was written. (CK)

日本の民俗学といって、まず思い出されるのは柳田国男であろう。歴史研究の分野
で見落とされた部分をすくい上げ、それまでないがしろにされてきた「常民」の生活
文化を掘り起こした点では柳田国男の研究は先駆的であり、また、フィールドワーク
にもとづく民俗学の確立に大きな功績を残した。しかし、あらゆる学問研究と同じよ
うに、柳田国男の民俗学も決して完全無欠ではない。

単一民族としての日本像を作り上げるために、柳田国男は稲作と祖霊信仰およびそ
の主体としての常民を文化アイデンティティの中心に据えた。著者は柳田国男の仕事
を土台にしながらも、民俗学の誕生と国民国家の創出という時代的要請との相関性を
鋭く見抜いた。

柳田国男の篩
ふるい

から何がふるい落とされたのか。それを検証するために、著者は東北
の地に観測点を設け、山奥の村を訪ね歩き、地道な聞き書きを続けてきた。そこで見
えてきたのは、稲作以前の東北の姿であり、仏教を受容する前の信仰であった。東北
にはこれまで知られていない文化の多様性があり、柳田国男がいうところの、稲を作
る常民たちの東北はただの幻像に過ぎない。

東北にまつわる神話を解体し、これまで語られていない僻地や山奥の生活文化に光
を当てる本書は、真の日本理解にとって欠かせない一冊である。翻訳に際して、本書
はどのような文脈において書かれたかについて、わかりやすい案内や解説が望ましい。

（CK）
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