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Seventeen-year-old Shinogaki Toma lives with his father, Madoka, and his father’s
common-law wife, Kotoko. His father’s sexual proclivities include choking and
beating women, to the point of drawing blood. Toma’s mother, Jinko, aborted her
second pregnancy and left Madoka, unable to stand his brutality.

Now living alone, Jinko works as a fishmonger not far from Toma’s home.
Having lost her right hand in a wartime air raid, she uses an artificial hand to cut
and clean fish. On his frequent visits to his mother, who provides him with fish
and meals, Toma has often heard about his father. Although he detests the man
viscerally, Toma is also afraid that he may have inherited his violent and sadistic
tendencies. His fears come true when, during sex with his girlfriend, Chigusa, he
impulsively strikes her in the face.

Consumed by self-disgust, Toma sinks into depression. Meanwhile, Kotoko,
who is now pregnant, makes up her mind to break free from Madoka. The violent
father goes on a rampage, in the course of which he rapes Chigusa in the grounds
of a Shinto shrine. Toma resolves to kill his father, but Jinko stops him and takes
matters into her own hands.

Summarized like this, the book may sound like a depiction of a grotesque
world beyond reason, soaked in sex and violence. But the richly stylized prose and
numerous descriptive passages that straddle the borderline between realism and
fantasy combine to give the work a distinctive atmosphere and artistic flair. By
setting his work in what is apparently Shimonoseki, Yamaguchi Prefecture, Tanaka
effectively captures the life of this young man as he confronts his biological in-
heritance and inexorable fate. This is a compelling depiction of the powerful bonds
between people and the pain they can cause, as well as the sense of entrapment
and spiritual turmoil of the protagonist enmeshed in them. (CK)

Tanaka Shin’ya

Born in Yamaguchi Prefecture in 1972. Was awarded the Shincho
Newcomer’s Award for “Tsumetai mizu no hitsuji” [Coldwater
Sheep] in 2005. In 2008 he won the Kawabata Yasunari Prize for
Literature for the story “Sanagi”[Chrysalis] and the Mishima Yukio
Prize for the short story collection Kireta kusari [Broken Chains].
Won the Akutagawa Prize for “Tomogui”in 2012. “Tomogui” was
made into a film in 2013. His other works include Utsukushii kuni
e no tabi [ Trip to the Beautiful Country].

Hh 5 (#FH ¥ %)

19724E IR A F 4, 20054F [ 72\ K D3E | CHITIRIPHHT ANEZH
20084F [Wf] CHE3AMINGHER CEH & . FAEICERE [Yh7-gd]
TH2R=BHAREZE, 20124, [ ] THL16mRITT)IE % % H.
[FErEs | (220134 (C Mk, 3 [3E L v E~0jiR]) i

© Nakano Yoshiki

17817 7 2 TR R 1. KO & 2 DRROFE - BT ESAED Lo KIEHEFBO
= LL:/}'{% HMEE513EKE-720, HERDODIT /20T 5MWENED L, mEDFED
B CTFREORNCHASNT, BEORIHELAZ-ABOT2EKEL,. Mo
Lxrkolz,

MOVES LA LTV ALCTIEEORNSE ) EL BWEZATHREEATY
Bo WHIZZLETHET2EV, T2 flioTaZ SITVTWE, CFDLEIAHIZHE
LHWII T2 BAFE L2 LT dmEiE, 2ozt L CHIZL,
PIIRD 2 LR LRI T0aA 5 b, HFHREFALL ) IR0 TE RV
EBEZTWD, NEEIARFEIZHHR L, BAOTHEE QU ICHEIN IR L O
Beolzo BT o) HUBETEHLAATHWL L E, ETIIHIELZOR o0
TS EF2YB L ZPuld 5o JEEL L 22N, Mt OB TR > Tw 72T
ISV, BEERITLCLE) . LTFRAELELLS T25EL LD, BH0F
THzER L7,

—H, MERNOW L2707 A7 TIRGFMBRMFD L5 7205, Erke, X
HMEBBEL LB OPL VL) LFEMEIL o T MIFOFHA & EMi %7
DEBLHLTW S, ORTRETEEL EIMEHOBEAIZE > TWLI0 L, Mk
DR PLLAT72VEMICER T A AEDEZ A B DICNENTDH 5. NHEKRO
BRI L ZNOZOREL SOHVETIENE  EALROLD PR E & O I~
LAEHENTHWD EZADPHEETH S, (CK)

Translation underway in: Korean AVERISTRERICIRERIRF,

Publisher: EBERMARICRA Y 2 iEH&5E :

Shieisha Inc. HRRHERL

(attn. Rights Dept., International Publishing S AV BEE B HARER

Div.) T101-8050 RFEBFHHX—V152-5-10

2-5-10 Hitotsubashi, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 101-8050

31



