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The Japan Foundation
Support Program for Translation and Publication on Japan
The Japan Foundation provides financial assistance for foreign publishers to trans-
late and/or to publish Japan-related books under the Support Program for Trans-
lation and Publication on Japan. The program aims to promote better understand-
ing of Japanese culture and Japanese studies overseas by enabling the reduction of 
the selling price, thus making books more accessible to the general public, especially 
books that are difficult to publish commercially. More than 1,500 books have been 
translated for publication through this program since the year 1974.

Provided that the translations are of adequate quality and appropriate publi-
cation plans are submitted, the grant will cover up to 60% at the maximum of the 
actual amount of the following costs incurred and paid during the applying fiscal 
year:

a) Translator’s fee
b) Production costs (costs for paper, plate-making, printing, binding, etc. paid 

to printing companies, etc.)
However, for the titles listed in this publication, Worth Sharing, the grant will 

cover up to 80% at the maximum.
As the program year runs from April through March, the program will be 

announced worldwide in the autumn of the prior calendar year through the Japan 
Foundation overseas offices and Japanese diplomatic missions for publication 
projects to be completed within the following program year.

For more information, please refer to the program guidelines available on the 
Japan Foundation website:
http://www.jpf.go.jp/e/program/culture.html 
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Worth Sharing	Vol.	1	(published	in	March	2013)
“Shedding	light	on	Japan’s	youth”

The art of literature is inextricably entwined with the lives and concerns of 
young people. Through depictions of the upcoming generation, it is possi-
ble to glimpse a society’s future. These 20 books provide an insight into  
the diversity of Japanese youth.

Worth Sharing	Vol.	2	(published	in	October	2013)
“Exploring	Japan’s	diverse	regions”

There is more to Japan than just Tokyo. Different natural climates and local 
histories across the country have fostered a range of lifestyles and cultures. 
The 20 books introduced in this publication offer readers a taste of Japan’s 
many regions.

Worth Sharing	Vol.	3	(published	in	December	2014)
“Illuminating	love	in	Japan”

Love has been a central theme in Japanese literature over the centuries and 
its various forms continue to inspire writers today. The 20 books presented 
here explore romantic, platonic, and family love to offer a broad perspective 
on this primal emotion.
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