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“Culture, Sports, and Community:

Harnessing Global Experiences for Local Economic Revitalization”
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Monday, March 4, 2024
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Venue: Main Conference Room (SAKURA West), International House, Osaka
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“Culture, Sports, and Community: Harnessing Global Experiences for Local Economic Revitalization”

The Japan Foundation has been holding this symposium together with the U.S.-Japan Council since 2003. It invites Japanese American
leaders, who are in Japan as part of the Japanese American Leadership Delegation (JALD) program organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
to give talks as panelists.

The symposium facilitates mutual understanding between society in Japan and Japanese American society in the United States, and aims
to strengthen long-term ties and promote dialog between the two. In 2024, ten Japanese Americans active over the United States stayed in
Japan for about one week, and on March 4, 2024 (Monday), a public symposium called “Culture, Sports, and Community: Harnessing Global

Experiences for Local Economic Revitalization” was held at the International House, Osaka.

Symposium Schedule

16:30  Opening

16:40  Part 1: Keynote Speech
17:00  Part 2: Panel Discussion
18:00  Closing

The opening ceremony began with introductory remarks by
Hiroyuki Kojima, Managing Director of the Global Partnerships
Department at The Japan Foundation (left), and Suzanne Basalla,
President and CEO of the U.S.-Japan Council (right). They
talked about further strengthening ties between Japan and the
United States, the promotion of projects facilitating dialog and
exchange between the two countries, and the influential role that
Japanese Americans can play in the bilateral partnership. They

also expressed their wish for stronger ties between Japanese

Americans and the nation of Japan.

Because the symposium was held in Osaka, there was then a congratulatory address from Tsutomu Himeno, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Ambassador in charge of the Kansai region.
His address reinforced the importance of continuing to have opportunities that contribute to the promotion of mutual

understanding and the maintenance and development of good ties between Japan and the United States.
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Part 1: Keynote Speech

Munchiko Harada, President of Osaka University of Health and Sport Sciences, spoke about the
relationship between tourism and regional management, such as sport and culture related opportunities
for citizens in Japan and abroad to interact, as well as the discovery of new regional resources and the

ability to convey the appeal of regional areas.

He explained how sport tourism is a mechanism for leveraging the appeal of sports to move people
around and gave examples of how it can rethink and transform regional resources into tourism
resources and aim to commercialize related events. He also mentioned that Japanese martial arts are
popular with overseas tourists and how outdoor tourism can take advantage of the natural seas,
mountains, rivers, and lakes over Japan to introduce unique regional scenery, environments, and
culture. As Chairman of the Japan Sport Tourism Alliance, Munchiko also spoke about his hopes that
the alliance could expand its business as a leader in Japanese sport tourism, while also focusing on new

areas such as martial arts tourism and urban sport tourism, which includes marathons.

Part 2: Panel Discussion

In Part 2, five of the ten Japanese Americans visiting on the JALD program took the stage to have a panel
discussion. The panel was moderated by former journalist Tomoko Hosaka Mullaney, Executive Director of
the U.S.-Japan Business Council (USJBC) at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, who has previously served as
deputy economics editor at The Associated Press (AP) and worked as a business journalist in the AP’s Tokyo
Bureau. Panelists included Rob Ohno, the President and CEO of the ANNIKA Foundation, Darin Mano,
a Salt Lake City Council Member, Anna Ninoyu, the owner and principal architect of METIS Design LLC,
and Susan Miyagi McCormac, the founder and Editor in Chief of JapanCulture NYC. These four Japanese

American panelists spoke about the role that culture and sports can play in regional communities.

Despite working in the disparate fields
of NGO work, politics, business, and the media, all of the panelists connect
people via culture and sports and are involved as leaders in businesses and other
activities for creating better community environments. They shared information
on their unique experiences. As leader of a pro golf tour, Rob Ohno spoke about
the impact that activities during the tour can have on regional communities. As
a Salt Lake City Council Member, Darin Mano spoke about sport and economic
development from the perspective of regional government, with a particular
focus on Salt Lake City’s efforts to attract sports teams such as a Major League
Baseball team and the fact that the city has been attracting attention as a

candidate for the 2030 Winter Olympics. Anna Ninoyu talked about the sister

city relationship between Chicago and Osaka and mentioned the impact of the

Chicago World’s Fair in 1893. Susan McCormac spoke about

her experience in launching a website for introducing

Japanese culture to Americans and how their great interest in
Japanese culture and cuisine has had a positive impact on her
region (New York City).

The panel concluded with questions from the audience,
which led to lively discussion on the differences between
Japan and the United States and gave both sides an

opportunity for lively interaction.
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Speaker Profiles (Titles Omitted)

[Keynote Speaker] Munehiko Harada

[President, Osaka University of Health and Sports Sciences / Chairman, The Japan Sport Tourism Alliance (JSTA)]

He is the president of Osaka University of Health and Sport Sciences. He was educated in Japan (Kyoto University of Education and Tsukuba University),
achieved his Ph.D. at the Pennsylvania State University and was a Fulbright Senior Researcher at Texas A&M University. After serving as a professor at Osaka
University of Health and Sport Sciences for 17 years and at Waseda University for 16 years, he was appointed as the president of Osaka University of Health
and Sport Sciences in April 2021.He is the former President of the Japanese Association for Sport Management and the former President of the Asian
Association for Sports Management (JASM), Chairman of the Japan Sport Tourism Alliance (JSTA), and the bord member of Japan Volleyball Association
(JVA). His Rescarch and teaching areas are Sport Management, Sport Marketing, and Sport Tourism.

[Moderator] Tomoko Hosaka Mullaney [Executive Director, U.S.-Japan Business Council, U.S. Chamber of Commerce]

She is Executive Director of the U.S.-Japan Business Council (USJBC) at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. She leads a team of policy and program experts to
promote U.S. business interests in Japan and strengthen the bilateral economic relationship. Prior to joining the U.S. Chamber in 2022, Tomoko was Vice
President at The Asia Group, and supported clients across a variety of sectors, providing them with strategic advice and analysis of Japan’s complex political,
regulatory, and economic landscape. Tomoko is a former journalist and leader in media and technology. She served as deputy economics editor at The
Associated Press (AP) in Wiashington, D.C. and worked as a business journalist in the AP’s Tokyo Bureau, where she was a key member of the team that covered
the 2011 earthquake. Tomoko is a Council Leader with the U.S.-Japan Council. She holds a Master of Arts in International Relations from Waseda University
and graduated from Northwestern University with a Bachelor of Science in Journalism. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: maternal side from Ibaragi,

paternal side from Kanagawa.

[Panelists] Darin Mano [City Council Member, Salt Lake City Council]

He is a Salt Lake City Council Member, licensed architect, and educator. He holds undergraduate degrees in Architecture and Psychology from the University
of Utah and a Master of Architecture degree from Harvard University. Darin is a Japanese American from the Yonsei generation. He has lived in Kyushu and
Okinawa, Japan for two years where he learned to speak Japanese and developed a deep respect and love for the culture, people, arts, and food of Japan. As an
architect, Darin owns and manages Uncommon Architects, a firm that aims to provide opportunities for gender and ethnically diverse professionals. Darin
also taught architecture and urban design at the University of Utah for six years before becoming a Salt Lake City Council Member in 2020. He now serves

as the Council Chair and is focused on solving the city’s housing crisis. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Shizuoka and Miyazaki.

[Panelists] Susan M1yag1 McCormac [Founder & Editor-In-Chief. JapanCulture-NYC]

She is the founder and Editor-in-Chief of JapanCulture-NYC, an English Language website that introduces Japanese culture to New Yorkers and connects
members of the Japanese and Japanese American community while promoting Japanese-related events. A 1990 graduate of North Carolina with a degree in
communications, she has also had a long career in sports television, which has taken her to Tokyo to work Yankees games and the World Baseball Classic. Her
career in baseball merged with her community involvement when the Japanese Consulate tapped her to moderate a panel discussion celebrating the 150th
anniversary of baseball’s introduction to Japan, which featured Yomiuri Giants and New York Yankees legend Hideki Matsui. Susan is a Vice President of The
Japanese American Association of New York, on the Board of Directors of the JET Alumni Association of New York, and the Communications Committee

of the New York Region of the U.S.-Japan Council. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Okinawa.

[Panelists] Anna Ninoyu [Owner & Principal Architect, METIS Design]

She is the owner and principal architect of METIS Design, an architecture design firm based in Chicago, started with her partner and husband in 2017. Her
current clients include Apple, The University of Chicago Medicine, Related Midwest and the Japanese American Service Committee among others. Anna is
amember of the U.S.-Japan Council since 2017 and currently serves as the Chair for the Midwest Region. She is also the Chair of the Board for Chicago Access
Network TV, a non-for-profit organization, media production training and education, and a community forum for elected officials and leaders accessible to
all Chicagoans. In 2018 & 2019, as adjunct professor at the Illinois Institute of Technology, she developed the curricula for the College of Architecture to
teach a traveling seminar to Japan titled “Topics in Advanced Technology.” She also lectured at the School of the Art Institute’s College of Architecture (SAIC)
and invited frequently as guest design juror. She is currently collaborating with the SAIC, University of Wisconsin, II'T, and the Nara University of Education

to establish an architectural studio program. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Mic and Aichi.

[Panelists] Rob Ohno [President and CEO ANNIKA Foundation]

He s the President and CEO of the ANNIKA Foundation. He is responsible for all aspects of the organization, which supports and empowers young women
globally to pursue their dreams through the game of golf. Previously, Rob served at PGA TOUR for twenty-four years, where he was a member of the senior
leadership team. He led various areas of the global sponsorship and corporate partnership business. Later, he became Head of International Tours, where he
oversaw professional golf tours in Latin America, Asia, and Canada. Prior to TOUR, Rob worked at American Golf Corporation, General Mills and
Cambridge Associates in various sales, marketing, and analyst capacities. Rob graduated from Harvard University with a B.A. in Economics and received his
M.B.A. from the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University. He played professional ice hockey in Germany for a year after college. Rob serves
on the Boards of the AJGA and RBFF organizations. He was formcrly Board Chair/Vice Chair of Vicar’s Landing, the Ponte Vedra YMCA, and Harvard

Interviewing & Recruiting of North Florida. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Ehime.
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George Tanaka
Managing Director, U.S. Bank

Naomi Kawamura
Executive Director, DENSHO
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Derek Kenmotsu

Head of Partnerships, AI/ML, Defense Innovation
Unit

BHSHEE HRT AV AN =KX=y 7 - SVvRI YL i

Japanese American Leadership Symposium 2024 Report 8/



JAPANFOUNDATION 7%
ERTREE

(B8 Sn e e
T 160-0004 HATALHITE X PUA 1-6-4
TEL: 03-5369-6075 FAX: 03-5369-6044

The Japan Foundation
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