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Introduction to the “Nihongo Daisuki”, the ALS Program:

TV program for the primary school,

Evelyn Mark,

the New South Wales Department of School Education in Australia ~ Principal Education Officer with Curriculum Directorate

1. Context

The Access to Languages via Satellite or ALS
programs are developed by the Curriculum Directorate of
the New South Wales Department of School Education.
The programs provide curriculum support to meet the
government’s commitment to the extension of languages
in primary schools from year 3 to year 6 and to enhance
the use of technology in learning and teaching.

The programs are live to air programs and they are
beamed directly from the studio via satellite to schools so
that children can watch the broadcasts at the same time as
they actually happen. The classroom teacher works in a
team teaching situation with the teacher / presenter on the
broadcasts.

Schools view two 30 minute broadcasts each week in
each of threelevels:

O abeginners level
O acontinuers' level
O acontinuers advanced level 1.

Schools can interact with the presentersin the studio in
a variety of ways, through telephone and fax during the
broadcasts and by sending in class photos and classwork
for presentation on the program. Children can also
contact the presenters outside broadcast times, using
phone, fax and email.

Prior to the broadcasts classroom teachers receive print
support materials to assist them in the face-to-face
teaching components of the course. These provide an
additional half hour of classwork to follow each broadcast.

2. Background

The Nihongo Daisuki programs began in 1995 during
which the Japanese programs were broadcast nationally
over the Satellite Education Service. Over 20000 students
in New South Wales were involved in this pilot program
and a further 30000 from government and non-
government schools across Australia participated. In 1996
total numbers were extended and close to 100000

The New South Wales Department of School Education

students Australia-wide took part in the programs. A
similar number of studentsisenrolled in 1997.

Children across Australia can also watch the Nihongo
Daisuki beginners' level course in Japanese on television
Channel 28 (SBS) on three afternoons each week. In 1997
there will even be a Nihongo Daisuki Internet site for the
studentsto visit.

3. Content and Curriculum

The three levels provided by the Nihongo Daisuki
programs target children from 8 to 9 years of age
onwards. Research into second language acquisition
indicates that this is the optimum time to begin language
study, it is an age at which most children have developed
early literacy skills in their first language. The three
levelsthat are available in 1997 are:

O a beginners’ level for those schools new to the
programs,

O a continuers' level for those schools that have been
involved in satellite or other language programs;

[ a continuers advanced level 1 for those students who
have com pleted the continuers’ programs.

The beginners’ level programs focus on informal
language so that children can develop a broad language
base with which to communicate. The students are also
introduced to hiragana.

The continuers’ level programs build on the beginners
programs and make links between informal and formal
language, where appropriate.

The continuers’ advanced level 1 programs build on
the continuers' programs and aim gradually to provide
enhanced development of all skills including writing
skills.

The planning of the programs is based on the
Communicative Approach to the learning and teaching of
languages. It is based on the idea that language is learned
through use. The Communicative Approach emphasises
the active participation of the learner in the learning



process.

Language is presented in context in the broadcasts and
English is only used in the cultural segments. It is not
necessary for the children to understand every word at
first, as the programs are designed to provide visual clues
to help them work out meaning. The language used in the
Japanese broadcasts is only that language that the
children will need to use and is repeated throughout the
programs.

The topics and the related language are designed to
appeal to the 8-12 age groups and to focus on language
which is meaningful and relevant to the children. They
learn to talk about themselves and their interests and
hobbies, about their family and friends, about health and
holidays and so on.

The programs focus on informal language which is
more natural for primary aged children. It makes the
Japanese language accessible and allows these children to
rapidly gain the skills required to communicate in simple
everyday language. It is also the language recommended
in the New South Wales Japanese K-6 syllabus document
dueto bereleased in 1997.

4. Teacher Support

Teacher support is provided through a teacher
broadcast which provides demonstrations of practical
classroom strategies that teachers can use in the face-to-
face teaching components of the course. There is a
Helpline for teachers to contact and a Japanese consultant
is available to provide curriculum support through
workshops and school visits.

Teachers are also provided with print and audio
support materials for use in the classroom, including:

[ unit and broadcast outline containing the language and
structure introduced in the broadcast

O suggested follow-up lesson plans equivalent to half an
hour

O detailed guidance on effective use of the resources

provided

worksheet masters for exercises and activities across a

range of ability levels

teacher answer sheets

assessment strategies, including self-assessment sheets

resources, such as flashcards

audio tapes and accompanying scripts.

The ALS broadcasts and materials provide a total of

two hours of language work per week. The broadcasts run

twice a week for half an hour and each broadcast is

followed by a face-to-face classroom lesson of half an

hour to reinforce and consolidate the language taught

during the programs.

Teachers are encouraged to integrate Japanese into the
curriculum and activities and exercises that are provided
give guidance to facilitate this process. Schools are
provided with topic areas, specific language and culture,
so that they can incorporate Japanese into their planning
for other Key Learning Areas.

O

I

5. Evaluation

An evaluation of the Nihongo Daisuki course which
was conducted in 1995 indicated that the design of the

6

course permitted teachers to use it to complement an
existing language program or to implement it as a
discrete, structured language acquisition program.

The majority of school principals reported that the
satellite programs had contributed to the overall
curriculum of the school and had improved the children's
attitude to learning in general. The programs had
increased the children’s interest in Japan and its people
and in the technology used to deliver the programs, which
had positive benefits in other curriculum areas such as
Human Society and Its Environment and Practical and
Creative Artsin particular. Another enormous benefit was
the awareness and improvement in children’s English
language skills.

The greatest advantage of the programs is the access
provided to isolated and remote schools which offers
these children the opportunity to study the Japanese
language and to learn about the country and its customs.

6. Future Plans

The programs are designed to provide continuous and
sequenced language study throughout four years of
primary schooling. The development of an Internet site in
1997 will allow students to extend their use of technology
in the language learning. The site allows children,
teachers and the community to access activities and
information, to contribute to a newsletter and to send
work in.

In 1998 there are plans to develop a fourth stage in the
programs - the continuers’ advanced level 2 which will
build on their previous three years of study and will be
designed to facilitate the transition from primary to
secondary Japanese learning.

7. The Nihongo Daisuki team

The writers and presenters are all experienced
classroom practitioners with a depth of knowledge of the
language and of language teaching methodology and an
understanding of the needs and interests of primary
school students across arange of ahility levels.

Evelyn Mark, Principal Education Officer with
Curriculum Directorate, who manages the team of writers
and presenters from the New South Wales Department of
School Education has been involved in primary and
secondary languages teaching for over 20 years. The
Nihongo Daisuki team consists of five specialist Japanese
teachers:

0 Linda Chiba - a committed professional who has spent
many years in Japan studying the language and culture.

O Toshi Kurita - an accomplished linguist with a dry
sense of humour which is vital to the success of the
programs.

O Hilary Norrie - a talented language teacher with a
strong background in p rimary and secondary Japanese
teaching.

O Trish Takahashi - a highly qualified and experienced
teacher of Japanese who studied in Japan and has an
intimate knowledge of Japanese culture.

O Merryl Wahlin - a skilled language teacher who has
taught Japanese to arange of students from kindergarten
level through to matriculation.
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