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Foreword

The symposium "Asian Contemporary Art Reconsidered" was held at the Japan
Foundation Forum in Tokyo on October 10 and 11, 1997. The art professionals from
Japan and other countries served as panelists.

As many people are aware, there has been a tremendous upsurge of interest in Asian
contemporary art during the nineties. This phenomenon has not been limited to Japan;
a wide variety of exhibitions and symposiums on Asian art have also been held in
Australia, the United States, and Europe. An especially significant recent trend is the
increasing number of museums that are acquiring examples of modern and contemporary
Asian art as valued additions to their collections. These rapid changes in the conditions
surrounding modern and contemporary Asian art have created many new issues that
need to be addressed.

The Japan Foundation founded its ASEAN Culture Center (now reorganized as the
Asia Center) in 1990, using it to introduce the art of Asia through a series of exhibitions.
In 1994, we organized the symposium, "The Potential of Asian Thought," to explore
the meaning of modernity in Asian art and investigate its condition in the first half of
the nineties.

The purpose of the latest symposium was to investigate issues that had developed
during the process of incorporating Asian art into the art system of exhibitions and
museums and to "reconsider" the current situation of Asian contemporary art in the
latter half of the nineties. Thirteen panelists represented a number of different countries,
and some 200 observers participated in the three sessions held over the two days. The
resulting exchanges of opinion and debates, based on the panelists' extensive knowledge
and experience, were extremely meaningful.

This report is intended to reproduce the contents of the symposium discussions as
faithfully as possible. The opinions presented here have rich implications, and we hope
that it will be a useful reference for those involved in organizing artistic exchanges
with the nations of Asia in the future.

We would like to express our gratitude to the many people whose cooperation
contributed to the success of the symposium.

March 1998

Noro Masahiko

Managing Director of The Japan Foundation Asia Center
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Notes

1. This symposium was organized by the Japan
Foundation Asia Center on October 10 and 11, 1997
at the Japan Foundation Forum in Tokyo. The
simultaneous interpretation service was provided by
the International Hospitality & Conference Service

Association.

2. This report is a record of the presentations and
discussions held during the two days. The Japan
Foundation Asia Center is responsible for the final
editing and publishing of this report. The photographs
have been selected from the slides presented by the
panelists during their presentations. Prior to the
symposium, the panelists had submitted their papers
which were edited and printed in a booklet to be read
by observers during the symposium. ("Paper" or
"Booklet" in this report refers to this material.)

3. Identified names of the observers have been included

in the report.

4. The name order of Asian names (family name/ given
name or given name/ family name) are not standard-
ized due to different rules used by each nationality.
The name order used during the symposium by
panelists and observers have been respected. Names
of Japanese panelists and observers who participated
in this symposium are in family name/ given name
order.
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Session I: Issues for the Museums

Museum officials and curators will present reports reflecting their personal
experiences on recent exhibitions of Asian contemporary art, how they were
planned and the kind of response received, and on the practices of museums
forming major collections of Asian art. Based on this information, the
participants will identify and examine the practical issues and problems

involved in exhibiting and collecting the contemporary art of Asia.

14:00-

Opening Address:

Noro Masahiko (Managing Director, The Japan Foundation Asia Center)
In Planning this Symposium:

Furuichi Yasuko (Exhibition Coordinator, The Japan Foundation Asia Center)

Opening Remarks for Session I by the Chairman:

Apinan Poshyananda (Associate Director, Centers of Academic Resources,
Chulalongkorn University)

1."East in the West: Presentations of Contemporary Asian Art in the U.S."
Vishakha N. Desai (Vice President for Cultural Programs/Director of
Galleries, Asia Society)

2."Enriching Encounters”

Caroline Turner (Deputy Director/Manager, Exhibition and Cultural
Development, Queensland Art Gallery)

3."Cultural Encounters through Contemporary Art"

Graeme Murray (Director, The Fruitmarket Gallery)

Interval

4."SAM Is Not a Foreign Name"

Kwok Kian Chow (Director, Singapore Art Museum)

5."Emergence of Asian Art Gallery"

Ushiroshoji Masahiro (Chief Curator, Asian Art Gallery Project, Fukuoka
Art Museum)

17:35-

Discussion

18:30-
Reception
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Asia Society's Mr. and Mrs. John D. Rockefeller 3rd Collection
Photo: Lynton Gardiner
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Installation of "Traditions/Tensions" exhibition at the Asia
Society Gallery, 1996

Choi Jeong Hwa, Plastic Happiness, 1995

Photo: James Price
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Installation of "Traditions/Tensions" exhibition at the Grey
Ant Gallery, 1996

Chatchai Puipia, Siamese Smile, 1995 Private Collection
Photo: James Price
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Installation of "Traditions/Tensions" exhibition at the Queens
Museum of Art, 1996

FX Harsono, The Voices are Controlled by the Powers, 1994
Photo: James Price
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