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Conclusion 

A major purpose of this symposium was to create a forum for the 
exchange of opinion on Asian art between art professionals from Ja-
pan and other Asian and Western nations that would lead to greater 
mutual understanding. Although the views and positions of the par-
ticipants differed, the clarification of these differences , and the 
heightened awareness of the issues that resulted , made the discus-
sions both lively and profound. Communication between partici-
pants was much smoother than in the previous symposium, "The 
Potential of Asian Thought ," held three years ago. This is largely 
due to the tremendous effort made in the last few years in a number 
of countries to mount more exhibitions of contemporary Asian art 
and to make information on the art of this region more available. 

In spite of the progress, these serious attempts at presenting the 
contemporary art of Asia go back less than a decade, and even if we 
have succeeded in gaining an understanding of the current situation 
and the nature of our differences, prospects for the future are still 
uncertain. No conclusions were drawn during the symposium that 
led to specific proposals or agreement on action to be taken. Still, 
the ideas and strategies presented by the panelists and observers, 
with their varied backgrounds, gave participants much to think 
about, providing them with an excellent opportunity to reassess 
their own views. The Asia Center staff certainly found the discus-
sions relevant to the planning of their own programs. 

During the nineties, art professionals concerned with Asian art 
have been steadily forming an international network. This is a wel-
come development inasmuch as it facilitates more extensive under-
standing of Asian art, but there is a danger of the field becoming re-
stricted to a narrow group of insiders . The study of Asian art needs 
to be approached from a more long-term and global point of view. 
Therefore , we believe that it is necessary to create more opportuni-
ties to obtain a broad range of opinion and seek ways to make use 
of it in our work. We believe that this symposium, "Asian Contem-
porary Art Reconsidered," provided a forum of this kind and, we 
hope, proved useful to all those who participated. 

We would like to give special thanks to the panelists and to those 
who worked behind the scenes to make this symposium a success. It 
would have been impossible without their generous cooperation. 
We would like to particularly recognize the contribution made by 
Tatehata Akira and Mizusawa Tsutomu who were actively involved 
from the earliest stages of planning. 

Furuichi Yasuko 
Exhibition Coordinator of The Japan Foundation Asia Center 

221 





"'~: iim 1¥-r 
"'~JIHr: ilvlJE_iD;:,i'c 

fU)(?iiJR: ;,.:9;, 1J- · N. 7 ;,:9'-'};, 

?i)(fUiJR:M,\i'._ill!,tc, ill!/Jl'Li.lJl;., -f.\~afei, ffll~tlH 
?i)(~IJl.l: ;<.:9;,r;- · N. 7;, :9'-'J;, 

j';.lll!~:i:i::~@iE'. 
-r-lf,(;, :,/i:i{l! - 3/,f, 

1cn!il1J: B ,t;:~~Fn!ilrJ~:i!:j';li 

~rr: OOW-ocmtcl;!;i':7;,'7-t;,1-
:;:4n1'f-.'rlli!!IRmsJJx2-11-22 msJJx·;11;, 1 '7-1 F 

Tel.03-5562-3892 Fax.03-5562-3897 

~rr B: I998if.3/'120B 

©OOW-ocifrtcl;!ii':7 ;,' 7 -t;, :9- (#i11!11ifr,iri!V 

Symposium: "Asian Contemporary Art Reconsidered" 

Editor: Furuichi Yasuko 
Assistant Editor: Hoashi Aki 

Japanese-English Translation: Stanley N. Anderson 
English-Japanese Translation: Hoashi Aki, Fujihara Erimi, 
Shimasaki Yoshinobu, Tsuzuki Etsuko 
Language Supervisor: Stanley N. Anderson 

Symposium Photographer: Takei Taizo 
Designer: Kondo Kazuya 
Printed by: Nissha Printing Co., Ltd 

Published by: The Japan Foundation Asia Center 
Akasaka Twin Tower IF, 2-17-22 Akasaka Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-0052 
Tel.81-3-5562-3892 Fax.81-3-5562-3897 
Published on: March 20, I 998 
© 1998 The Japan Foundation Asia Center 
All rights reserved. 

Printed in Japan. 





t,1,~:ii"rn~i'-
t,1,J.1;,1ttr: l!lfl.J-Ei!l!.tc 

;f!J":Z?iilR: ;,.9;,, 1J- · N. 7:,, ;t--;;,, 
?i>C;ftl/lR: 11\fl.Jliff!kc, i/HU. tJ.;r,., -f.\~am' -,'i'il~ijH 
!tf>Cl'J(/l!l: ;,.9:,, 1;- ·N.7;,,;t--;;,, 

~;t;;J'.','.~: Jlt@tL': 
-r..Y,f;,, :)!riji - o/,r, 

1cn!l1J: 8;$:1,'.~icn!lrJ~A~U 

~fr:OOW-3'cmWi~71/7~;,,9-
:ilOl\"-&'llif!IK,:;\s.t/i12-11-22 -;Jf;Jli1·;, 1;,,9ry-1 F 

Tel.03-5562-3892 Fax.03-5562-3897 

~fr B: I998"f.3Fl20 8 
©00W-3'cml~1!)]1/ 7 / 9- (~M\llfrfj;,j,1<) 

Symposium: "Asian Contemporary Art Reconsidered" 

Editor: Furuichi Yasuko 
Assistant Editor: Hoashi Aki 

Japanese-English Translation: Stanley N. Anderson 
English-Japanese Translation: Hoashi Aki, Fujihara Erimi, 
Shimasaki Yoshinobu, Tsuzuki Etsuko 
Language Supervisor: Stanley N. Anderson 

Symposium Photographer: Takei Taizo 
Designer: Kondo Kazuya 
Printed by: Nissha Printing Co., Ltd 

Published by: The Japan Foundation Asia Center 
Akasaka Twin Tower IF. 2-17-22 Akasaka Minato-ku. Tokyo I 07-0052 
Tel.8 I-3-5562-3892 Fax.8 I-3-5562-3897 
Published on: March 20, I 998 
©1998 The Japan Foundation Asia Center 
All rights reserved. 

Printed in Japan. 







The Japan Foundation Asia Center 


	Reconsidered_b 221 
	Reconsidered_b 222 
	Reconsidered_b 223
	Reconsidered_c 1
	Reconsidered_c 2
	Reconsidered_c 3
	Reconsidered_c 4
	Reconsidered_c 5

