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Foreword 

The Japan Foundation Asia Center is pleased to present, "Heri Dono: Dancing Demons 

and Drunken Deities," the first of a series of three solo exhibitions by contemporary 

Asian artists. For our first exh ibition, we have invited Apinan Poshyananda as guest 

curator for exhibiting works created by one of the most prominent artists in Indonesia, 

Heri Dono. 

Heri Dono, born in Jakarta in 1960, is now 40 years old. He has produced a wide 

variety of artworks, including paintings and installations, performances and events. 

His work gives new life to the traditional culture of Indonesia in a contemporary con

text, combining a penetrating and critical approach to political and social issues with a 

quirky sense of humor. The result is a unique artistic realm that could be described as 

"Heri Dona's world." His energetic work throughout the decade of the 1990s has earned 

him a solid reputation in Japan and the rest of the world as a major figure in the con

temporary art of Asia. 

The curator, Apinan Poshyananda, in addition to teaching art history and theory 

at Chulalongkorn University in Thailand as associate professor, has been involved in 

the curation of many international exhibitions of Asian art as a voice effectively repre

senting Asia. Asian contemporary art shows in Japan have often been presented and 

evaluated from a Japanese point of view, so we hoped that the different outlook pro

vided by a well-qualified Asian curator like Apinan Poshyananda would encourage a 

broader understanding of Asian art in this country . 

This exhibition includes 25 works, ranging from installations and paintings pro

duced by Heri Dono since the mid-198os, including installations that will be shown in 

Japan for the first time, as well as new works, made especially for this exhibition, in a 

gallery space that will be turned into an imaginary temple. The dynamic "world" cre

ated by Heri Dono with humor and critical acuity fills the exhibition space with both 

charm and power. It represents a culminating point in a successful career. 

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to Mr. Heri Dono and Dr. Apinan 

Poshyananda for the tremendous effort they have made in preparing for this exhibi

tion . We would also like to thank the museums, galleries, and collectors who have lent 

their valuable works of art and everyone else whose assistance and support has made 

this exhibition possible. 

October 2000 

The Japan Foundation Asia Center 
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