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Foreword

The Japan Foundation Asia Center presented its International
Symposium 2002, “Asia in Transition: Representation and Identity,”
for two days on December 13, 2002 and December 14, 2002,
inviting prominent scholars and theorists from the fields of art and
the social sciences to participate in the program.

As a result of rapid economic development in recent years, Asia
has established itself as a major center of growth in the world. This
growth has fostered the development of interdependent relationships
within the region so that the different societies and cultures of Asia
are influencing each other in deeper and broader ways. With the I'T
revolution and successive waves of globalization, regional problems
are directly related to global events and international relations have
become more complex and layered. We are presently facing a

historical turning point, as consequence of September 11th and its

great impact on world politics. In this age of change, Asia must deal

with global problems as well as regional issues and work together with
non-Asian regions. In this situation, many people have begun to
reconsider the views of Asia that have been shaped through the
process of constructing modern nation-states and initiate a dialogue
that transcends nationality to define a new identity of Asia and
relationships within the region.

During the last decade, the Japan Foundation Asia Center has
organized a series of exhibitions and symposia treating contemporary
art in Asia as part of its visual arts program. “Asia in Transition:
Representation and Identity” is the fourth of these symposia,
following “The Potential of Asian Thought” (1994), “Asian




Contemporary Art Reconsidered” (1997), and “Asian Art: Prospects
for the Future” (1999). Under the changing social circumstances, is it
possible to break away from the framework in which we define “Asia”
in contrast to the “West” and transcend the structure of colonialism,
so as for us as “Asians,” the inhabitants of the region, to construct our
own identity? In our latest symposium, we took this question as a
starting point in order to deal with the broad issue of “What is Asia,
today?” This fundamental question has been on the agenda of past
symposia without being sufficiently discussed. It is an important and
urgent issue that needs to be addressed in terms of the great changes
taking place in Asia.

This symposium was organized to complement the “Under
Construction: New Dimensions of Asian Art” exhibition, organized
in conjunction with the Japan Foundation’s 30th anniversary. The
two programs — an exhibition to create a site for communication in
the visual arts and a symposium to promote intellectual exchange on
Asian issues — were organized to explore the identity of Asia in the
21st century through both visual representation and intellectual
discourse. In consideration of the breadth and complexity of this
theme, and the need for exchange of opinions across different and
breadth of the theme, and the need to exchange views across
disciplines, we invited panelists who are scholars and practitioners in
the humanities, social sciences, and cultural studies as well as visual
arts, performing arts, and film. This was an ambitious attempt to hold

a lively discussion on Asia from diverse perspectives and explore ways
y persp! P Yy

of discussing this subject at a more profound level, using an approach




of “transborder intellectual exchange.”

More than 200 people from Japan and other countries attended
on both days to hear presentations by knowledgeable and experienced
speakers and the productive discussions that followed. Although some
improvements could be made, such as leaving more time for
discussion so as to accommodate the wide range of issues, we have
received positive comments from our diverse audience and believe
that we have achieved our main goals.

This report, which is compiled from presentation papers and
transcripts of the discussion, contains many useful insights,
suggestions, and opinions. Therefore, we hope that it becomes a
useful reference for people who are involved with cultural exchange
among Asian countries.

We would like to express our thanks to Professor Sakai Naoki
and Mr. Mizusawa Tsutomu, who have provided pertinent and
valuable advise throughout the process of planning this symposium.
We would also like to thank the 12 panelists who have prepared
papers, as well as giving considerable time to reviewing the transcripts
of the symposium for this report. We are grateful to them as well as
others who have provided their support in making this symposium

possible.

March 2003

The Japan Foundation Asia Center
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The Japan Foundation Asia Center would like to thank the following members for their

generous assistance in making this symposium possible:

Sakai Naoki

(Professor, Department of Asian Studies, Cornell University)

Mizusawa Tsutomu

(Chief Curator, Museum of Modern Art, Kamakura)

T'atehata Akira

(Professor, Tama Art University)

Yoshimi Shunya

(Professor, Institute of Socio-Information and Communication Studies, University of Tokyo)
Kamiya Yukie

(Independent Curator)

Administration
Furuichi Yasuko
(Exhibition Coordinator, The Japan Foundation Asia Center )

Hoashi Aki

(Assistant Coordinator)

Koshida Tamaki

(Assistant Coordinator)

Simultaneous Intepretation

Kobata Kazue
(Professor, Department of Inter Media Art, Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music)

Suzuki Hiroko
Hiroi Hatsumi

Motohashi Tetsuya
(Department of English, Tokyo Metropolitan University)
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Program

Symposium Day 1 December 13, 2002 (Fri)

17:00-17:05  Opening address by the Organizer

Keynote Speech

17:05-17:35  Sakai Naoki
“Asia: Co-figurative Identification”

Session I “The Idea of Asia and Modernity”

In Session I, speakers from different parts of Asia, such as Japan, China, and
Indonesia, will speak about their views on Asia, based on their academic
interest and profession in visual arts, history and philosophy, and journalism
to examine the concept of Asia from a cross-disciplinary position. Disparate
perspectives on Asia based on different historical and cultural experiences,
which reflect individual reception of and resistance against Western
modernity, colonialism, and war will be presented, while discussing, at the

same time, historical and common issues of Asia.

17:35-17:40  Opening comment for Session I by Moderator
Mizusawa T'sutomu
17:40-18:10 1. Koizumi Shinya
“Tenshin (Okakura Kakuzo)’s View of Asia and the Position
of The Ideals of the East”
18:10-18:40 2. Wang Hui
“Imagining Asia: A Genealogical Analysis”
18:40-19:10 3. Goenawan Mohamad
“Indonesia’s ‘Asia™”

19:10-20:30  Discussion (Q/A)




Symposium Day 2 December 14, 2002 (Sat)

Session II “Asia that is Exhibited / Asia that is not Exhibited”

The role of museums and galleries, which have developed as cultural apparatus
in the modern age, is constantly changing in response to the different needs of
the age and society. Also, exhibitions, which are organized as a cultural
representation, cannot be discussed without touching on their historical
background. When thinking about “Asia” based on visual arts’ experiences, the
examination cannot elude the political aspects of art, since it is mediated
through modern institutions, such as museums, galleries, and exhibitions.
When discussing exhibitions of Asian art, the selective process that determines
which Asia to exhibit and, consequently, not to exhibit, is a manifestation of
the politics of a specific organization or community, as well as the ideology of
an individual.

In Session II, we will discuss the sociopolitical aspects of representing Asia
in exhibitions, particularly with a focus on international exhibitions such as
biennials and triennials, which, in recent years, have increased in number

across the world.

10:30-10:35  Opening comment for Session II by Moderator

Yoshimi Shunya

10:35-11:05 1. Lee Yong Woo
“Globalism and the Vanity of its System”
11:05-11:35 2. Tatehata Akira

“A Trojan Horse?: Multiculturalism in International Art
Exhibitions”

11:35-12:05 3. Tony Bennett
“The Rules of Culture: Exhibition and the Politics of
Knowledge”

12:05-13:00  Discussion (Q/A)

13:00-14:00  Lunch break
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Notes

1. This symposium organized by the Japan Foundation Asia Center was held on December 13, 2002
(Fri) and December 14, 2002 (Sat) at the Japan Foundation Conference Hall, Tokyo, assisted by
Japanese/English simultaneous interpretation.

. This report is transcription of the discussions that took place during the symposium. The Japan

Foundation Asia Center is responsible for editing the materials for this report

3. The presentation papers in this report are revised/final versions of the original papers submitted by the

panelists.
. The positions and affiliated institutions of the panelists are as of December 2002.

Notations in the presentation paper section are not wholly standardized. For sections other than the

presentation papers, American English is adopted as standard spelling.

. The “Under Construction” exhibition, referred to by the panelists in their papers and discussions, is
an exhibition that was organized as part of the Japan Foundation 30th anniversary during the same

time as this symposium. The details are as follows:

T'itle: “Under Construction: New Dimensions of Asian Art”

Dates: December 7, 2002-March 2, 2003

Venues: The Japan Foundation Forum, Tokyo Opera City Art Gallery

Organized by: The Japan Foundation Asia Center, Tokyo Opera City Cultural Foundation

Outline: This exhibition was organized as part of a curatorial project initiated in 2000 that involved
9 curators from 7 Asian countries (China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, The Philippines, Thailand)
The project came in two parts: local exhibitions in 7 Asian cities and a collective exhibition Tokyo.

The exhibition in Tokyo showed 43 artists/groups in two venues.




Session III “Asia that is Represented /

Asia that is not Represented”

How is the image of Asia created and updated within the rapidly transforming
cultures of today? In Session III, we will ask this question by making references
to different areas of art, such as contemporary art, performing arts, and film.
Which Asia does a curator organizing contemporary art exhibitions choose to
show? How does a cultural policymaker develop the relationship between the
traditional and contemporary forms of performing arts, so that it adapts to the
contemporary society? Furthermore, in film and other familiar image industry,
how are the issues on nation-state and gender in Asia represented and

interpreted? We hope to engage in these important issues during our discussion.

14:00-14:05  Opening comment for Session III by Moderator
Yoshimi Shunya

14:05-14:35 . David Elliott

“Art and Trousers”
14:35-15:05 . Anmol Vellani

“India in Performance”
15:05-15:35 3. Rey Chow

“Zhang Yimou’s Not One Less: The Fable of a Migration”
15:35-16:30  Discussion (Q/A)

16:30-16:50  Coffee break

Session IV Plenary Session
“What is Asia?: Transforming Cultures”

In this session, we would like to invite all the speakers on our panel to engage
in a free discussion about the contemporary idea and function of “Asia” which

have been reassessed several times to date, and to explore its future prospect.

16:50-19:00  Plenary session chaired by Sakai Naoki

19:00 Closing
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