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Wednesday, December 25, 2024.
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< YouTube Channel URL
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A Noh play, TORU shaku-no-mai

Featuring: KATAYAMA Kuroemon
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BOSHIBARI (Tied to a Pole)
Featuring: SHIGEYAMA Sengoro
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Every year in autumn, The Japan Foundation Kyoto Office organizes an event called “An Evening of Noh and Kyogen” to give
people an opportunity to experience traditional Japanese culture. The performance was recorded to increase public visibility.
These recordings will be available for free one-year online video viewing.

— An Evening of Noh and Kyogen 2024 — gﬁg@

Free online video streaming with a synopsis in English. JAPANFOUNDATION
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< Organizers >  : The Japan Foundation Kyoto Office The Japan Foundation Kyoto Office
< Collaboration > : Katayama Noh and Kyomai Preservation Foundation, Kyoto Kanzekai, Shigeyama Kyogen Troupe, Tel: 075-762-1136
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— AN EVENING OF NOH'AND KYOGEN 2024 —
FREE ONLINE VIDEO STREAMING WITH A SYNOPSIS IN ENGLISH.

OGEN BOSHIBARI TiED 10 A POLE)

SYNOPSIS:

Whenever the master is away, his servants Taro Kaja and Jiro Kaja steal and drink his sake. To prevent them from doing
their mischief during his absence, the master tricks them, ties them up, and goes out. Despite being bound, the two servants
ingeniously devise a way to drink sake together and begin a lively drinking party. At that moment, the master returns home...

The element of humor shines through in the spectacle of the two bound servants, who, despite their constraints, cleverly find a
way to drink sake. Dancing in that restrained predicament presents a significant challenge to the performers, making the scene a
highlight of the play.

J TORU suaku-NO-MAI

SYNOPSIS:

The allure of the noh performance Toru lies in its magnificent dance.

The play centers around Minamoto no Toru, a real-life aristocrat from the 9th century. Born the son of an emperor, Toru built
a splendid mansion in Kyoto, where he embraced a life of refined cultural pursuits in his garden.

Years later, a traveling priest visits the ruins of the now desolate estate. On an autumn evening, as the full moon rises in the
eastern sky, an old man carrying pails appears and says: This is the site of the grand mansion built by Minamoto no Toru, a place
where he replicated the scenic landscape of the Tohoku region, had seawater brought from Osaka Bay to make salt, and relished
the purple smoke that rose during the process. Basking in the moonlight with the traveling priest, the old man shows how he
draws water with his pail before vanishing into thin air.

That night, the spirit of Toru manifests himself, just as he was in life. Under the radiance of the full moon, the ruins recapture
their former splendor. Toru, admiring the landscape, performs a beautiful dance to the music. As the moon sets in the west, he
disappears.

The refined and intricate movements, exquisite noh costumes, and melodious music of Toru all epitomize Japan’s graceful
beauty.




