
Japanese Studies and Intellectual Exchange

US-Japan 150th Anniversary Symposium

On April 3, the Center hosted a symposium 
entitled “U.S.-Japan Relations: Past and Future” 
at the Yokohama Kaikou Memorial Museum. 
The symposium looked back over the course of 
U.S-Japan relations in the 150 years since the 
arrival of Commodore Perry’s “black ships” in 
1853 and the signing of the Treaty of Kanagawa 
between the two countries in the following year; 
it also considered how Japan and the U.S. can 
work together on solving problems facing the 
international community.

The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP)

Encouraging Regional Exchanges 
Between Japan and the United States

For this project five cities in different areas of 
Japan were selected, each with a sister city in 
the United States: Hanamaki, Yokohama, 
Kakegawa, Gero, and Okayama. Two 
individuals from each city were chosen to take 
part by assuming a central role in exchange 
programs, and international exchange personnel 
from each of the host sites were also involved. 
A total of six bimonthly study committee 
meetings and a public seminar in Yokohama 
were held in 2004.

— CGP has its own annual report, which may 
be consulted for further details.
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Abe Fellowship and NPO Fellowship

The Abe Fellowship is a research fellowship that 
aims to cultivate minds capable of contributing 
to the development of intellectual exchange — 
between Japan and the United States and across 
the globe. The program seeks to build an 
international network of scholars in the social 
sciences and the humanities. In 2004, 13 fellows 
were selected under the program, which is 
cosponsored by CGP and the U.S. Social 
Science Research Council; there have been more 
than 200 fellows in total since its inception.
The NPO Fellowship provides professionals 
working in the Japanese NPO sector with 
opportunities to participate in joint training with 
American NPOs.

Japan Outreach Initiative (JOI)

The Japan Outreach Initiative (JOI) dispatches 
coordinators to American communities (mainly 
in the southern U.S.A.) with several goals: 
establishing contacts with areas that have 
relatively few opportunities for interaction with 
Japan, promoting better understanding of Japan 
there, and training individuals to help organize 
for such local exchanges in the future. In 2004 a 
total of eight coordinators were active under the 
program.

A JOI coordinator giving a presentation at an elementary school

Fellowship seminars provide scholars in Japan 
on the Japan Foundation Japanese Studies 
Fellowship Program with the opportunity to 
share the results of their research here with 
other specialists and members of the general 
public, to exchange views with them, and to 
network. Held about ten times a year, they are 
organized by the Japanese Studies and 
Intellectual Exchange Department. At one such 
seminar, in March 2005, I presented a paper 
entitled “Problems in Translation, and 
Translation Support Systems,” which focused 
on Japanese terminology and phraseology. 
During my four-month stay in Japan, which 
I spent at Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, 
I conducted contrastive research in Japanese 
versus Indian languages at the word component 
level, and in the functions of such components 
in compounds. The seminar allowed me to bring 

all my findings together. (Ashok Chawl, India, National 

Institute of Science Communication & Information Resources)

— Fellowship seminars are in progress. For a 
current schedule, please visit the Japan 
Foundation’s Web site.

Comments from Guest Fellows:
Translation Tactics

I arrived in Japan on January 11, 2005, for an 
eight-month stay to do research on the subject 
of “The Living Legacy of Japanese Proletarian 
Literature: A Hundred Years of Kobayashi 
Takiji.” I actually lived in Otaru, where Takiji 
lived and wrote; took part in a class on his 
writings at his alma mater, Otaru University of 
Commerce (formerly Otaru Higher Commercial 
School); delivered the keynote address at the 
Takiji Festival in Otaru; presented a lecture in 
honor of the 40th anniversary of the launch of 
the journal Takiji Kenkyu, published by the 
Sapporo branch of the Japanese Democratic 
Writers Association; and gave talks as well in 
Kushiro and Tokyo. What particularly 
impressed me was the sheer breadth of research 
being done on Takiji by local enthusiasts in his 
birthplace of Odate (Akita Prefecture) and 
elsewhere. Thus, the enthusiastic study of Takiji 
as a literary local hero continues. It was also 

inspiring to see how Japanese who had paid no 
attention to Takiji before began to display an 
interest when they observed how I had come all 
the way from abroad to trace his footsteps. 
(Norma Field, U.S.A., Department of East Asian Languages and 
Civilizations, University of Chicago)
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