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Arts and Cultural Exchange
The Japan Foundation introduces diverse aspects 
of Japanese culture to people all over the world, by 
promoting human exchanges that bring together artists 
and eminent persons as well as people at the community 
level. The Japan Foundation has promoted such 
exchanges through a wide range of cultural events and 
programs in the visual arts, performing arts, media, and 
publications. From traditional fi ne arts to contemporary 
art, these activities present the richness and diversity of 
Japanese culture, and in keeping with the true sense of 
international exchange, help to promote understanding 
among cultures in a borderless world.

The International Festival OKINAWA for Young Audience 2007 (Kijimuna Festa) was held in Okinawa 
City. The festival’s executive committee and the Japan Foundation hosted an international symposium on 
July 27 and 28, to which overseas experts in young people’s theater were invited.
Panelists from Germany, the UK, Russia, the US, and Korea were invited to participate in International 
Symposium I, “Young People’s Theater and Education: Bringing Young People into Contact with the 
Theater.” Discussions were centered on the signifi cance of bringing young people into contact with the 
theater, in the context of the societies of today, in which poverty, 
violence, and family breakdown are issues.
The panelists invited to International Symposium II, “Children in 
Regions of Confl ict: What Is the Task of Youth Theater?” were artists 
working to expand the performing arts for children in Northern Ireland, 
Croatia, Palestine, Jordan, Iraq, and Zambia - six places located 
in regions affected by confl ict or unrest. The panelists discussed 
how children can benefi t from the performing arts, and whether the 
performing arts have the potential to bring peace to the world.

How Children Can Benefi t from the Performing Arts

The Japan Foundation Awards 2007
Since 1973, we have annually presented the Japan Foundation Award to individuals and groups who have made 
an outstanding contribution over a period of time, while the Japan Foundation Special Prizes are presented to 
individuals and groups who have demonstrated rich creativity and a pioneering spirit with signifi cant potential 
for future contributions. The Japan Foundation Special Prizes are presented in the three fi elds of arts and culture, 
Japanese-language and Japanese studies, which represent the three pillars of the Japan Foundation’s operations.

Royall TYLER [Australia]
(Former Professor and Head of the Japan Centre, Faculty of Asian Studies, 
Australian National University)
For his contributions to the understanding of Japanese literature and culture in 
foreign countries through his long-term research into and teaching of Japanese 
literature, including translations of a collection of Noh plays and “The Tale of 
Genji.”

The Japan Foundation Award 2007

Note: Memorial lectures were held as follows:
Lecture by Royall Tyler: Genji monogatari and “The Tale of Genji”, October 5, 2007, Hongo Campus, The University of Tokyo. Co-organized by the University 
of Tokyo (Department of Japanese Language and Literature; Department of Contemporary Literary Studies). The contents of the lecture have been posted on 
the Japan Foundation website. 
Lecture by Hideo Levy: Nihongo no Jinsei, (The Life in Japanese Language), November 17, 2007, The Japan Foundation International Conference Hall.
Lecture by Ayçe Selçuk Esenbel: Japanese-Turkish Relations and Comparison from the Perspective of World History,  October 5, 2007,  Kinugasa Campus, 
Ritsumeikan University. Co-organized by the College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University.

The Japan Foundation Special Prize for Arts and Culture
KITAGAWA Fram [Japan]
(Art Director Chairman, Art Front Gallery Co; General Artistic Director of Naoshima 
Fukutake Art Museum Foundation; Director of Niigata City Art Museum; Professor, 
Joshibi University of Art and Design)
For organizing pioneering art exhibits and projects, and his role as General Director for 
the Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennial, collaborating with foreign artists and local residents to 
promote sustained regional development through the power of modern art.

The Japan Foundation Special Prizes 2007

The Japan Foundation Special Prize for Japanese Studies
Ayçe Selçuk ESENBEL [Turkey]
(Professor, Bosphorus University; President, Japanese Studies Association)
For organizing Japan scholars in Turkey through her activities with the Japanese Studies 
Association, education of junior scholars, and contributions to academic and intellectual 
exchange between Turkey and Japan.

The Japan Foundation Special Prize for Japanese Language
LEVY Hideo [U.S.A.]
(Novelist; Professor, Hosei University)
For introducing Japanese literature to foreign readers through his translation of the 
Man’yoshu and his contributions to the expansion of the possibilities of the Japanese 
language through his authorship of many novels and critical essays in Japanese.
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*This category, which was limited to Japanese-language education until 2006, has been widened to include those who 
are achieving outstanding works using the Japanese language.




