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Site inspection and discussion project, “Reality, extinguished/generated by science and culture
--Fiction, institution, technology and bodies on 21st Century--“; Application Instructions

*English instructions start on next page.
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1. PURPOSE

Many researchers and engineers are well aware of the technological revolution taking place in fields such as artificial intelligence, virtual reality, and
robot technologies. At the same time, the body images of modern people are gradually transforming. In response to this transformation, many creators
and artists are working on new modes of expression that capture and express these new realities.

The Japan Foundation is carrying out a project in which young, foreign graduate students and researchers will discuss science, technology, culture, and
art in contemporary Japan with Japanese researchers, engineers, creators, and artists. The aim of the project is to enable participants to deepen their
understanding of Japanese science, technology, culture, and art—and the relationship between them.

During the period when reality and fiction were obviously separated, the materiality of the human body was a useful concept for researchers studying
the ways in which reality is influenced by theoretical and narrative fictions. This program aims to enable people to change their ideas about the human
body and about cognition, in order to change the way they grasp reality, in particular by contrasting the body with fiction. In the 20" century, it became
clear that not only fiction but also the human body were unconsciously framed by social systems. This program will enable people to make dramatic
change to these systems. In the modern era, research has become increasingly specialized and subdivided. As a result, few specialists have even a
basic knowledge of other fields. This project is an opportunity to build relationships between different fields by focusing on fiction and its indistinct
border with reality, systems, technology, the human body, and other concepts.

(Text written by Dr. Asaki NISHIKAWA (Planner, Director, and Facilitator))

2. CONTENT
(1) Implementation period: 5-6 days from the beginning to the middle of March, by case, including 2 or 3 days of travel.
(2) Project content: visiting and interviewing key facilities. The lecture on the first day, and the discussion on the last day will both be held at the
headquarters of the Japan Foundation. On each occasion, participants must write a report of 1,000 characters in Japanese or of 300 words in English to
prepare for the discussion. All reports that participants modify and submit will be received by the Japan Foundation.
(3) Sites Visited: researchers, engineers, creators, and artists will visit universities, institutes, or enterprises.
(4) Benefit/Cost; for participants, the Japan Foundation will cover the cost of travel from home to the program destinations and of translator’s fee.
(5) Planner, Director and Facilitator: Dr. Asaki NISHIKAWA, Philosopher and Critic; Doctor of Science and part-time lecturer at Waseda University;
author of “Mind, Body and Brain—think about the Mind-Body problem using computers and Deleuze” (Kodansha, 2011), and “Layers of the Mind,
From the Social System to the Mind-Body Problem” (Seidosha, 2014).
3. ELIGIBILITY
The following individuals are eligible to apply for this project. If an application form is incomplete or inaccurate, that applicant will not be considered
for selection.
a. Applicants must be Master’s degree candidates, Doctoral candidates, or scholars at universities, colleges, or research institutions in Japan, as of

March 1, 2016.
b. Applicants must be under 40 years old on March 1, 2016.
¢. Applicants must hold nationality (or permanent residency) in countries that have diplomatic relations with Japan.

Note 1: Taiwanese applicants, including permanent residents of Taiwan, are eligible to apply for this project.

Note 2: An applicant who holds Japanese nationality or has received compulsory education in Japan for more than three years is not eligible.

Note 3: An applicant who holds nationality in a country that does not maintain diplomatic relations with Japan is not eligible to apply, even if he or

she permanently resides in a country that does have diplomatic relations with Japan.

d. Applicants must be resident in Japan on March 2016.

Note: If the applicants need to stay abroad during the project period, the Japan Foundation will not cover these travel expenses.
e. Applicants must be in good health.
f. Applicants must be proficient in either Japanese or English.
4. SELECTION POLICY and NOTIFICATION OF RESULTS
The Japan Foundation will select 4-6 participants from among all of the applicants. When there are many applicants, the Japan Foundation will
consider and rate responses to question 11 on the application form: “How much influence do you think contemporary technology and science have on
society, art, and culture?” Using this rating, the Foundation will select participants whose balance of views can ensure that project discussions are
active and cross-sectional. The Japan Foundation will inform participants of the results by email, by 18:00 on February 19, 2016; all other applicants
will be informed by letter at a later date. The Japan Foundation cannot discuss these results.
5. APPLICATION PROCEDURES
(1) Application form: application forms can be downloaded from the website of the Japan Foundation.

URL:

(2) Submission deadline: Applicants must submit their applications to the Japan Foundation in one of the following two ways no later than 15:00 on
February 22, 2016:
a. Submit your application form by post to the person in charge (Yusuke NAKASHIMA (Mr.), Senior Officer) at the Japan Foundation HQ.
b. Submit your application to the person in charge (Yusuke NAKASHIMA (Mr.), Senior Officer; e-mail Address: Yusuke Nakashima@jpf.go.jp) by
e-mail. The digital file must be either a PDF or an image file format, in order to verify the name and handwriting of the signatory to Article 7,
“Reference in Japan.”
6. BASIC TERMS AND CONDITIONS
This project is operated in accordance with the relevant laws and regulations of the Japan Foundation.
7. CONTACT
The Japan Foundation (Noboru FUTAKO, Yusuke NAKASHIMA)
4-4-1, Yotsuya, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160-0004 / Tel: +81-3-5369-6057 / E-mail: Yusuke Nakashima@jpf.go.jp




