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Tamako is just a young girl when she leaves her village in Kéchi Prefecture to
migrate to Manchukuo (modern day Northeast China) with the rest of the fam-
ily as “pioneer” colonists. Once there, she makes important friends: Mija, who
comes from a Korean family, and Mari, a girl from a wealthy family. The three of
them get lost far from home one day and stave oft hunger by sharing a single rice
ball. Experiences like this bring the girls close together, but after the chaos of the
war and its aftermath they wind up in quite different situations. Tamako is or-
phaned and raised by a Chinese family in China, while Mija experiences hardships
as an ethnic Korean in Japan. Mari loses her family in the Yokohama air raids and
grows up in an institution. In gentle, unstrained prose the author describes the
lives of the three girls in an age of turmoil.

Painstaking research has clearly gone into the absorbing and compelling story
rich with the details of daily life. The three girls endure sometimes cruel hardships,
and the author displays her talent not by providing a conceptual critique of war
but by conveying the nobility and bravery of the characters as they struggle and
survive. After almost 40 years, the three old friends finally meet again. This mov-
ing story by an author too young to have known the war years herself, full of
sympathy and fellow feeling, convincingly re-creates the lives of her grandparents’
generation. (NK)

Nakawaki Hatsue

Born in Tokushima Prefecture in 1974 and raised in K6chi Prefec-
ture. In 1992, at the age of 17, she won the Bocchan Literary Award
for Sakana no yo ni [Like a Fish]. In 2012 she won the Tsubota J6ji
Literary Prize for Kimi wa ii ko [ You're a Good Child]. Other works
include Watashi o mitsukete [Find Me].

Tl B

19744 B IRAF . BHMEF B, 19924 1217% T Ao Xk Hi12] T
Piob e AXFE. 2013F [& ATV \T] TEHEE %I ZHo,
iz b7z LxzsaoFT] &

FHIR O 5B & LGl - e~ RORK, %%otkbowt%@
T BRI RYLERIZEDTE 2, BIREA DI T, 2 LT R OM-
FFI7Z0 ST Hm L T TECICHAT TR D, —MoBIZE D 245107
Doflﬁ%tw<o%A&%%%ﬁbflwﬁfmumiski RASTH -
BOREINCENEN T 572K BB 2EBICEIND T L L b, BRTIIFEREME L
o THEAIETLR, %%i&ﬁ%ﬁkttfﬁﬁm%wgat%ﬁwéo%L
THFNIMIEOBEIZ L ) FEE KR THE D, BB ORISR AR 54
ETCWLELBLOLEY fEREEFO P TTAD LR LETHS

EECHi N A OB S LOMIMER E L A, EEDFHE R B I3 TH#
HLTWAE I EHEESEL, SADIEZ L OB EITERE 275, B BlamIc#H
HIT20TER L, WHICHZ TESRS I LOBES, ZHS LI 2R 25 L
CAINEEDOBENENT VD, A0FIEVEA 22 TIAEDWICHSE 1727,
W % A0S 7 WD AR O A 0 AR % SRS TR L7z, KB R EE T
Hb, (NK)

Also published in: n/a BRREMRISH Y FE A,
Publisher: BRHARICR Y 2 @RS ¢
Kodansha Ltd. (attn. Yamaguchi Kazuto, HARHEHL

EIR> 1 VBESILOMA
T112-8001 REENREXEI2-12-21

International Rights Dept.)

2-12-21 Otowa, Bunkyo-ku,

Tokyo 112-8001

Email: kaz-yamaguchi@kodansha.co.jp



